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  HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@globepequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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    INTRODUCTION




  There’s an urban legend about a girl who was so broke one summer that she lined up craigslist dates for lunch and dinner almost daily. (I’m not coordinated enough to pull that off.) If you hear this story and think it’s a terrible tragedy, you are probably not a true cheap bastard. But perhaps by the end of this book you, too, will be similarly strategizing.




  I’m not endorsing this specific scheme, mostly because that much first date talk would be nauseating. I am suggesting you read between the lines and capitalize on freebies as long as it doesn’t require illegal activity or multiple awkward dates. Despite the glitz and glam in Miami, it can also be a cheap bastard’s heaven if you know where to look. (And I’m not talking craigslist.)




  First things first: relative to South Florida, South Beach is not south; the Florida Keys are. South Beach, which is the southern part of Miami Beach, is actually fairly far north (northeast, rather) relative to the entire city. I say this to illuminate an important truth: saying you’ve seen Miami if you’ve only been to South Beach is like to saying you’ve seen New York city if you’ve only been to times square.




  Miami Dade county is comprised of nearly 30 municipalities that span across the 2,000-square-mile city. Each neighborhood is distinct; coral Gables, developed in 1925, was inspired by spanish and Mediterranean design, which reflects in the street names and architecture. Miami Beach is a deco-lover’s heaven and has its party reputation for a reason, though there are true Beach gems that shouldn’t be ignored. Other hoods along calle Ocho (8th street) can be paralleled to a developed chinatown or cultural neighborhood; you won’t find much english, but you will find some of the best Latin American food in the city.




  This is not to say that culture-filled Miami Beach alone isn’t a cheap bastard’s dream come true; think free beaches, happy hours, 25 cent public transportation, affordable hostels, and people-watching that’s as entertaining as a Broadway show . . . though you can see those in the city from time to time too. Just keep an open mind to exploring the dozens of other neighborhoods that will likely yield less touristy and less expensive experiences.




  I was born and raised in Miami, so I know a thing or two about the city. But I also give credit where it’s due: a handful of Miami and travel experts offered to tell me a bit about their free and cheap favorites in the city, so I hope readers will enjoy these tidbits throughout the book. As a native, I took for granted many of the perks of the city. One is a fairly well-enforced indoor smoking ban; another is nightlife that doesn’t end at 2 a.m. or earlier as it does in many cities.




  
MAJOR NEIGHBORHOODS





  Think Manhattan, but not walkable. Each neighborhood has a distinct personality and history. Here are a few major ones that you’ve heard of or will see throughout the book. Otherwise, the term Miami will designate areas within Miami Dade County. See Appendix B for more resources and an exhaustive neighborhood list.




  Brickell




  Only recently has Brickell become a neighborhood considered as recreational and residential. Its history dates back to the 1870s, when the Brickell couple opened a trading outpost, which is coincidentally the trading center of Miami today. They conceived the development of the area, which is considered a mini Wall Street flooded with law firms and businesses. Brickell is also home to foodie favorites and outdoor shopping.




  Coconut Grove




  One of my favorites, the Grove, magically morphs from a night owl nirvana to a bohemian artists’ inspiration. Its history dates back to the 1800s and its landscape, which is bordered by Biscayne Bay, has always incorporated the water into its character. There’s a marina, bars, and restaurants on the bay and hotels and condos that are strategically situated with spectacular views. It deserves dual credit as a venue for shopping and outdoor activities that are family-friendly as well as a dreamland for drinks, dancing, and discounts after dark.




  Coral Gables




  Andalusia, Malaga, Sevilla—a few street names of a classy Miami neighborhood with Spanish and Mediterranean flair. Known well for its limestone buildings and unique architecture, the Gables has no shortage of shopping or restaurants, both of which could occupy you for an entire day. Though known to be pricier, there are deals to be had, and the scenery is so beautiful that simply being there is an experience in itself.




  Downtown Miami




  Downtown Miami includes a slew of individual neighborhoods (i.e. the Design District and Wynwood Arts District) with distinct personalities. To avoid confusion, Downtown Miami will generally designate everything that falls in this part of town. It’s been called “up and coming” for years, but dare I say it has graduated. Luxury apartments litter the landscape, but the true gems in this neighborhood are culinary and artistic. This may be the music mecca of the city, with venues including Sweat Records (page 10) and White Room (page 12).




  Key Biscayne




  Beach is the first thing that comes to mind. Between Coconut Grove and Miami Beach, this island is accessible from the mainland and is known well for its beaches, golf course, and waterfront activities. Aside from the scenic perks, it’s close enough to prime Miami hotspots but offers a bit of solace (otherwise known as sleep.)




  Little Havana




  Calle Ocho, or 8th Street in gringo lingo, is the neighborhood to visit until the embargo is lifted. Even then, the Latin food in this part of town beats out any kitschy big city spot run by Americans. This is the real deal; the “Cubatown” of Miami. Signs in Spanish dominate and though English-speaking locals may gripe about it, this is a thriving neighborhood full of flavor. Food, first and foremost, along with art galleries and the nearby main campus of Florida International University and Everglades National Park (page 249) make this neighborhood a worthy stop. It wouldn’t be my first suggestion for a hotel location, but it is high on my list for food and fun.




  Miami Beach




  For the purpose of this book, Miami Beach includes everything from South Pointe Park, which is south of 1st Street, up through the 60s at which point North Miami Beach begins. I’ll list the cons first: sometimes it’s touristy and pricey. Now the pros: deco, dancing, happy hours, museums galore, cultural events—the list goes on. Miami Beach is a little bit of everything and merely walking Lincoln Road (pages 199 and 251) or any major street will illuminate this. Talk about a melting pot: you have your scantily clad fashionistas, the super duper hip hipsters, locals whose skin is permanently sunburned, Orthodox Jews, and walks of life you thought only existed on reality shows.




  Miami’s Northern Suburbs and Beyond




  The northern part of Miami includes a variety of neighborhoods that will typically be distinguished throughout the book. On the east side, there’s Surfside, Bal Harbor, and Bay Harbour to name a few. North Miami, Aventura, and Miami shores are a few on the western side. Broward County, which encompasses Fort Lauderdale, Hallandale, and Hollywood, will pop up in the book occasionally. Broward is not part of Miami, but it is a northern neighbor that deserves credit for deals that are worth the drive. The Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, especially, deserves a shout out as it may yield significantly cheaper flights to and from certain destinations (and guarantees a more pleasant airport experience). Don't believe me? See what CBS News' Travel Editor has to say about FLL versus Miami International on p. 256.




  The Southern Parts




  Palmetto Bay, Pinecrest, and South Miami are three areas that fall under this category. As a whole, these areas are largely residential, but there are a slew of restaurants, scenic outdoor malls, and other cheap options that should lure you down. Keep in mind: to get to these areas from Miami Beach, for example, a car is the best way to go.




  West Miami




  Doral, Homestead, and West Kendall are about as far west as you can go before crocodiles on the highway become standard (that means you're hitting the Everglades). These neighborhoods generally serve as business and residential ones, but they will pop up occasionally in the book for specific establishments. Generally, you wouldn't trek this far west for an afternoon stroll.
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    MUSIC:


    OF FREE I SING




    “I don’t like country music, but I don’t mean to denigrate those who do. And for the people who like country music, denigrate means ’put down’.”




    —BOB NEWHART


  




  




  If you’re a rap fan you’ll know the “305” (Miami’s area code) from a slew of songs, but the city is a goldmine of musical talent beyond BET beats. Live music is not hard to come by in the city but like any discerning critic, be picky about who you see. Check out musicians’ Web sites to make sure you’re not going to see someone who sucks. Here are a few of the best venues with indoor and outdoor music throughout the week as well as festivals throughout the year.




  
BARS, CLUBS, & RESTAURANTS





  The Bar




  172 Giralda Ave., Coral Gables


  (305) 442-2730


  www.gablesthebar.com




  It’s easy to forgive this terrible name with fantastic lineups throughout the week. Live music, ranging from hip hop and rock to electronica and soul, is every Sat night and the acts are always listed on the Web site. Tues is karaoke, DJs spin Wed through Fri, and there is never a cover for any event.




  Bardot




  3456 North Miami Ave., North Miami


  (305) 576-5570


  http://bardotmiami.com




  Shows range from no cover to $10 or more depending on the talent and night of the week. Their Web site and Twitter feed are updated regularly.




  Blue Martini Lounge




  900 South Miami Ave., Suite 250, Brickell


  (305) 981-2583


  www.bluemartinilounge.com




  Almost every day of the week is live music at 8 p.m. followed by a DJ playing ’til the wee hours of the morning. This place also has sweet happy hour specials, including half off appetizers and drinks from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily.




  Bongo’s Cuban Café




  601 Biscayne Blvd., Downtown Miami


  (786) 777-2100


  www.bongoscubancafe.com




  The Catch: Parking is $10 at the American Airlines arena next door.




  A restaurant owned by the Estefan couple couldn’t possibly be infused with any more Miami flavor. If you’re in the mood for straight up Latin music, visit this joint for live music throughout the month. Check the calendar for events.




  Brickell Irish Pub




  1471 South Miami Ave., Brickell


  (305) 381-6651


  www.brickellirishpub.com




  It’s a sports pub several nights a week, but one Wed per month, live music is the theme. The calendar on the Web site is not currently updated so give them a call for schedules and covers, of which there should be none. Also, ask about their Guitar Hero and Rock Band tournaments, assuming you’re too cheap to buy the games yourself.




  Café Demetrio




  300 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gables


  (305) 448-4949


  www.cafedemetrio.com




  This Gables joint has free live music every Fri night and was originally born from owner Demetrio’s knack for coffee-making. Since 1997, he’s added a European flair to brewing coffee and serving grub. Call in advance for music schedules.




  Cavas Wine Tasting Room




  5829 SW 73rd St., South Miami


  (305) 667-5332


  www.mycavas.com




  At 8 p.m. on Thurs is live music from various genres. The unique wine tasting room offers over 80 selections of ounce, half-glass, or glass wines. Call for lineup details.




  Churchill’s Pub




  5501 NE 2nd Ave., Downtown Miami


  (305) 757-1807


  www.churchillspub.com




  Almost every night of the week there’s a musical guest or events. Admission is often free or as cheap as $1 and is rarely more than that. CD release parties and new, local talent also rule this place. Check the Web site for an updated schedule.




  The Electric Pickle




  2826 North Miami Ave., North Miami


  (305) 456-5613


  www.electricpicklemiami.com




  Thurs night live guests may include rockabilly, swing, twang, blues, revolutionary rockers, and/or dance jazz beats. There’s never a cover and drinks are half price from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. Fri night is Disco Machine, featuring live acts upstairs from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Do as their Web site says: Come ready to dance!




  The Florida Room




  1685 Collins Ave. at the Delano Hotel, Miami Beach


  (305) 674-6152


  www.delano-hotel.com




  Consider it a Miami speakeasy and the home of some great live music. It’s elusive—there’s no event calendar or listings—but it’s known that Tues night is the night of choice. It’s open from 9 p.m. to 4 a.m. Tues through Sat.




  Fritz & Franz Bierhaus




  60 Merrick Way, Coral Gables


  (305) 774-1883


  www.bierhaus.cc




  Live music is held at this Austrian slash Bavarian joint Fri and Sat nights. Try to overlap with the daily happy hour from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Check the Web site for schedules.




  The Globe Café and Bar




  377 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gables


  (305) 445-3555


  www.theglobecafe.com




  Saturday Night Jazz runs from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. and there is never a cover. Band lineups are listed on the Web site.




  Grand Central




  697 North Miami Ave., Downtown Miami


  (305) 377-2277


  www.grandcentralmiami.com




  It’s clearly not an historic train station, but this joint features worthy live music throughout the week and many well-known DJs. Check the Web site for updated schedules and lineups.




  Jazid




  1342 Washington Ave., Miami Beach


  (305) 673-9372


  www.jazid.net




  It’s the longest-running Miami Beach nightclub and free most nights with ID before 11 p.m. Nightly music sets range from jazz to reggae to rock, which are updated weekly on their Web site. Drinks specials include $4 Kamikazes and $5 Coronas and tequila shots.




  John Martin’s Irish Pub




  253 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables


  (305) 445-3777


  www.johnmartins.com




  Not to get all political, but I’m automatically a fan of any restaurant that features photos of Bill Clinton on their Web site. The lack of cover charges and no drink minimums is a plus, too. There is live music Fri and Sat from 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. that includes everything from blues and jazz to classic rock.




  Le Café Bistro




  7295 Biscayne Blvd., North Miami


  (305) 754-6551


  www.lecafemimo.com




  Live music is held most Fri nights from 9 p.m. to midnight. Performances range from world music to jazz. Check the Web site for lineups and drink specials.




  Little Hoolie’s Sports Bar and Grill




  13135 SW 89th Place, Kendall


  (305) 252-9155


  www.littlehoolies.com




  On Fri from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. and Sat from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. rotating live bands perform, which are listed on the Web site. There’s no promising these are big names, but cheap drinks and a chill night are almost guaranteed.




  Luna Star Café




  775 NE 125th St., North Miami


  (305) 799-7123


  www.lunastarcafe.com




  Musical guests perform throughout the week and you’ll always find an extensive artist bio on the Web site. A cover charge above $5 is unusual, but rest assured that anything you do give goes to the artist and not the establishment. Music shows typically start at 8 p.m. but check the Web site for a schedule.




  Magnum Lounge




  709 NE 79th St., NE Miami


  (305) 757-3368


  www.magnumlounge.com




  Best known as a charming piano bar and for its delectable beignets. Call or check the Web site (if it’s up) for live shows and schedules. There’s usually no cover.




  Mr. Moe’s Restaurant and Bar




  3131 Commodore Plaza, Coconut Grove


  (305) 442-1114


  www.mrmoes.com




  Every Fri and Sat is live music. If you get bored, you can always ride the mechanical bull—the only one in the city.




  

    

      Open-Air Music




      Besides the variety of festivals year-round that have outdoor music, here are a few venues that make a habit out of it. Various festivals also feature live music outdoors.




      Monty’s Stone Crab and Seafood




      2550 South Bayshore Dr., Coconut Grove


      (305) 856-3992


      www.montysbayshore.com




      This outdoor seafood joint hosts live outdoor bands almost every night of the week; try to plan your visit around the 4 to 8 p.m. happy hour Mon through Fri. A Miami Beach location is at 300 Alton Rd. (305-672-1148, www.montyssouthbeach.com).




      Museum of Contemporary Art (MoCA)




      770 NE 123th St.


      In the Joan Lehman Building, North Miami


      (305) 893-6211


      www.mocanomi.org




      MoCA is a great spot for free, weekly music outdoors. Their Fri night performances at 8 p.m. feature local Grammy award-winner Felipe Lamoglia, who is a saxophonist, composer, and arranger. Enjoy the outdoor courtyard, which even during the summer (notwithstanding rain) should be pleasant after sunset. The concerts are free and happen rain or shine. Check out the donation-based museum before or after the show.




      Robert Is Here Fruit Stand




      19200 SW 344th St., Homestead


      (305) 246-1592


      www.robertishere.com




      This local favorite for produce is also an outdoor live music venue from 2 to 6 p.m. on weekends November through March. Check the Web site for performers and details.




      Scotty’s Landing




      3381 Pan American Dr., Coconut Grove


      (305) 854-2626


      www.sailmiami.com




      On Fri, Sat, and Sun, there is live entertainment weekly.


    


  




  Ocean’s Ten




  960 Ocean Dr., Miami Beach


  (305) 604-1999


  www.oceanstensobe.com




  George Clooney might not make an appearance, but scantily clad waitresses likely will. Live music and performances take place throughout the week. Take advantage of happy hour specials, typically 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., including half off drinks and $5 wing and shrimp specials. Check the Web site for music schedules.




  Purdy Lounge




  1811 Purdy Ave., Miami Beach


  (305) 531-4622


  www.purdylounge.com




  If you’re a reggae fan, this is the place to be Mon nights. Dancehall is in the back room, there are live performances, and Red Stripe is $4 all night. If Purdy was in New York, it would be in Williamsburg; expect trendy hipsters and skinny jeans. Expect dance music being DJ’d every night of the week.




  Soya & Pomodoro




  120 NE 1st St., Downtown Miami


  (305) 381-9511


  http://soyapomodoro.com




  Thurs, Fri, and Sat from 7 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., there is live music, which is typically jazz. There are also drink specials during this time.




  Sweat Records




  5505 NE 2nd Ave., Downtown Miami


  (786) 693-9309


  http://sweatrecordsmiami.com




  The Catch: Some events with little or no cover require that guests RSVP via e-mail beforehand. Check the Web site for details as each event is different.




  Sweat Records, another Miami staple and a go-to for the indie music scene, always has exciting events for little or no cover. In addition to the jams, it’s a local hangout from noon to 10 p.m. Mon through Sat featuring an organic coffee bar and free Wi-Fi. It is generally a hub for all things cool. Check the frequently updated Web site for in-house events and affiliate events around the city.




  Tobacco Road Bar and Restaurant




  626 South Miami Ave., near Downtown Miami


  (305) 374-1198


  www.tobacco-road.com




  The Catch: Some shows are 21 and over and may have discounted tickets if they are pre-purchased. Check the Web site and/or call (305) 576-1234 for ticket information.




  Expect a schedule chock-full of talent at “Miami’s oldest bar” open since 1912. No cover is the norm, but some shows have a cover that may be discounted with pre-purchase. This place gets pretty packed, so show up early for will call and good seats.




  Transit Lounge




  729 SW 1st Ave., Miami


  (305) 377-4628


  www.transitlounge.us




  The weekly lineup is never ending—Rock Band Monday features $5 Jack Daniels from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m., Tues is karaoke, and other live music is sprinkled throughout the week. Buy one, get one happy hour is Mon through Fri from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and most events are cover-free.




  The Vagabond




  30 NE 14th St., Downtown Miami


  (305) 379-0508


  www.thevagabondmiami.com




  Live music events take place regularly and are listed on their Web site. They usually start at 10 p.m. and don’t have a cover.




  Van Dyke Café




  846 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach


  (305) 534-3600


  www.thevandykecafe.com




  The Catch: Some events carry a music charge per person for table service. The online calendar indicates which events have this tacked on, so check before you go.




  Upstairs at the Van Dyke is a goldmine of live music on the beach. Performances take place nightly from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. and feature a variety of genres including jazz, blues, acoustic, and a handful of international music.




  Waxy O’Connor’s




  690 SW 1st Court, Downtown Miami


  (786) 871-7660


  www.waxys.com and www.waxysmiami.com




  Waxy’s features live music every Thurs with no cover and drink specials starting at $1. Wed reggae nights include an even better drink incentive: free champagne for ladies from 7 to 10 p.m. Check the Web site for schedules and specials that vary by location. A second and third location are at 1248 Washington Ave., Miami Beach (305-534-7824) and 1095 SE 17th St., Fort Lauderdale (954-525-WAXY).




  The White Room




  1306 North Miami Ave., Downtown Miami


  (305) 995-5050


  www.whiteroommiami.com




  The Catch: Most, or not all shows are 21 and over.




  I know for a fact they play more than Cream, so check their Web site for weekly schedules that feature local and international live music and DJs. Some nights have a small cover but most nights there are happy hours or drink specials to make up for it.




  
OPEN MIC & KARAOKE





  Openmicmiami.com is the best source for open mic events in the city, but in case you’re as short on time as you are on cash, here’s a narrowed-down list of some solid open mics in Miami.




  Automatic Slim’s




  1216 Washington Ave., Miami Beach


  (305) 695-0795


  www.automatic-slims.com




  The centerpiece—a pole—says it all. Down-and-dirty dancing is what typically goes on at Slim’s, but no-cover karaoke on Mon at 10 p.m. is a bit more tame.




  The Bar




  172 Giralda Ave., Coral Gables


  (305) 442-2730


  www.gablesthebar.com




  From 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. every Tues is karaoke night, labeled Kara-O-King. Their happy hour ends at 8 p.m. so stock up then to warm up for your singing debut, which presumably you’ll need.




  

    

      Kara-O-King




      This local karaoke business hosts many of the events around town. Their Web site, www.kara-o-king.com, is also a great resource for weekly karaoke schedules around town (with which they’re affiliated, of course). Many of the events are free and their site even lists drink specials at the specific venues.


    


  




  Churchill’s Pub




  5501 NE 2nd Ave., Downtown Miami


  (305) 757-1807


  www.churchillspub.com




  Every Wed night at 9 p.m. there’s a $1 donation open mic, which includes singers, songwriters, and the occasional poet.




  Doral Billiards




  7800 NW 25th St., Doral


  www.doralbilliards.com




  On Sun from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. karaoke night takes place; you can also play Guitar Hero if you’re more instrumentally inclined.




  Jada Coles Sports and Music Café




  2224 Coral Way, Coral Gables


  (305) 456-9242


  www.jadacoles.com




  Karaoke is 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Mon. Drink specials are offered, including $2.50 Bud Lights.




  John Martin’s Irish Pub




  253 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables


  (305) 445-3777


  www.johnmartins.com




  Wed night is karaoke night from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. and there is an open mic, typically attracting acoustic guests, on Sun at 8 p.m.




  

    

      Festivus For the Rest of Us!




      These festivals either revolve around music or feature it.




      Festival Miami




      (305) 284-4940


      www.music.miami.edu




      Every October University of Miami’s Frost School of Music has a festival featuring their students and world-renowned guests. Events are held around the city and range from free to $10 and upwards. A full schedule is listed on the Web site.




      Greynolds Park Love-In




      17530 West Dixie Hwy., North Miami Beach


      (305) 945-3425


      www.miamidade.gov/greynoldslovein




      The Catch: Though admission is free, parking is $10 per vehicle. Carpool! And don’t bother bringing a cooler because they aren’t allowed.




      If you’re nostalgic for Woodstock, partake in this 1960s-themed hangout, which celebrated its seventh year in 2010 and runs yearly in May from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Vintage music, clothes, and memorabilia are the central themes of this event, which is held on the site of jam sessions and activist activity during the ’60s. The event is family friendly and typically only one day long. Expect regular festival activities and a time warp back a few decades.




      Heineken Transatlantic Festival




      www.rhythmfoundation.com




      This world music festival has run for over 20 years in Miami and showcases a variety of events, some of which are free. Although tickets for adults cost $20, children under 12 typically get in free so it’s a worthwhile family activity.




      Mainly Mozart Festival




      www.mainlymozart.com




      I bet you can guess the theme of this festival, which runs annually in June at various venues. Tickets to individual concerts are around $20 but there is typically a free concert or event at least once during the festival.




      Miami International Piano Festival




      www.miamipianofest.com




      This event takes place several times per year and includes performances and lectures, some of which are free. Ticketed events are discounted to $7 for students with proper ID one hour before the show.




      The Miami Music Festival




      www.miamimusicfestival.org




      The Catch: Evening events, which are typically held in bars and clubs, are only open to individuals 21 and over.




      This relatively new event is growing, will take place every November, and is a place for emerging artists and bands to showcase their work. Bayfront Park is the daytime venue; at night there are dozens of clubs that host live music affiliated with the event. Daytime ticket prices are $12 for adults and $6 for children under 42 inches tall; evening performances are $10 for a single venue and $15 for multiple venues. They do accept volunteers in exchange for free event admission. Check the Web site for details.




      Ultra Music Festival




      www.ultramusicfestival.com




      The 2010 event sold out and it won’t be surprising to see the 2011 event do the same. Tickets aren’t for cheap bastards; they start around $90 per day. But in 2010, organizations including Global Inheritance (www.globalinheritance.org) hired volunteers in exchange for free festival passes. Inquire through Ultra’s Web site or Google “Ultra Miami volunteer.”


    


  




  Little Hoolie’s Sports Bar and Grill




  13135 SW 89th Place, Kendall


  (305) 252-9155


  www.littlehoolies.com




  This neighborhood sports bar has an open mic every Thurs from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., which conveniently overlaps with their lingerie show from 6 to 8 p.m. Wed and Sun from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. is karaoke, and true cheapies should go on Wed when ladies drink free.




  Luna Star Café




  775 NE 125th St., North Miami


  (305) 799-7123


  www.lunastarcafe.com




  Sat at 8 p.m. is open mic night. Sign up is from 7 to 9 p.m., and a spot is only guaranteed for those who arrive before 9.




  Mr. Moe’s Restaurant and Bar




  3131 Commodore Plaza, Coconut Grove


  (305) 442-1114


  www.mrmoes.com




  Every Tues night is karaoke night. The giant plus? Ladies drink free from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.




  Sunset Tavern




  7230 SW 59th Ave., South Miami


  (305) 665-0606


  www.delilane.com/sunset.php




  Karaoke nights take place throughout the week and typically include sweet drink specials like the Sing Sing Sing Smirnoff pitcher for $8.95.




  Transit Lounge




  729 SW 1st Ave., Brickell area


  (305) 377-4628


  www.transitlounge.us




  Tues from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. is karaoke night. Get there before 8 p.m. to exploit two-for-one drink specials starting at 5 p.m. on weekdays.




  
SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, & CULTURAL CENTERS





  Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts




  1300 Biscayne Blvd., Downtown Miami


  (305) 949-6722




  More important (and cheaper) than the national tours and Broadway performances that stand the stage is Free Gospel Sundays in the Knight Concert Hall. Every week at 4 p.m. enjoy the sounds of a mass choir and award-winning singers, such as past performer and Grammy Award winner Vanessa Bell Armstrong.




  Florida International University School of Music




  11200 SW 8th St. at Florida International University, near Sweetwater


  (305) 348-2896


  http://music.fiu.edu




  FIU’s School of Music puts on performances year-round at their campus’s Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts Center. Ticket prices range from free to $15 for general admission (always with deep discounts for students and affiliates).
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