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Dedication

For Lekita Essa, widowed young, who turned grief into a way to love others. She heard the Holy Spirit’s call to prayer and shared it with an anxious world.

And for Beatrice Rose Dasher, whose brief eighty-eight days helped those who knew her steadfast peace learn to hope in the resurrection of the body and the life of the world to come.
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Introduction

MADISON PERRY

WHAT DAY IS IT? No matter the week or season, there is another name for the day you are living: the eighth day. Jesus Christ was resurrected the day after the last day of the week. If the first day was a day of creation, the eighth day was one of new creation and life in Christ on the far side of the grave. By the power of the Holy Spirit, you can join Christ and live in this new day, even in the midst of the old order.

This book is an invitation to live like eighth-day people. You are invited to a banquet, to feast in the halls of Zion and dwell forever in the kingdom of God. At this table lies nothing less than everything, no matter what you have lost or suffered, or even what you have inflicted on the world around you.

This invitation is present on every page of the Bible. However, left to our own devices, we do not have eyes to see God’s glory or ears to hear God’s call. Adrift in the imagination of our hearts, we wander through the ruins of another age.

How do we enter this realm of God’s resurrection glory? By the work of the Holy Spirit through God’s Word. His Word is living and active, capable of piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and his mercies are new every morning.

You likely recognize that you are in the same decaying world that we all experience, where our sense of history comes from the news cycle and to-do lists. This is the stale kingdom of the age that is passing away. What will quicken our hearts, rebuild our imaginations, and pull us back toward our God on a daily basis? Surely God’s Word is up to the challenge.

Within Eighth Day Prayers you will find passages of Scripture that pull you into the world of God’s Word, new landscapes of fresh truth where the Holy Spirit will equip you for friendship with God. We hope that this book moves you to engage with Scripture and that our words will recede, leaving you open to God’s Word and its power. We cannot set the terms of your engagement with God, but we hope to guide you into what may feel like new terrain and prepare you for real life—life with Christ.

We have ordered Eighth Day Prayers to follow the church’s calendar, and the newly revised format is comprised of three volumes: the Incarnation Cycle contains Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany; the Paschal Cycle contains Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost; and the final volume contains Ordinary Time. Each season begins with a brief introduction, and we have added a calendar at the beginning of each page for your convenience. Following the church’s calendar will give you the opportunity to connect your daily exposure to God’s Word with the expansive story of God’s redeeming work. Here we find an older, truer way of living, one that draws its momentum from the arc of salvation and discovers deep wells of rest and strength in Christ.

As you immerse yourself in the Word of God, open yourself to his Spirit, and orient yourself within the life of Jesus, we pray that you will move into a new and richer reality. The kingdom of God is near. Repent, believe, and find your life in the gospel!
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Entering In

STEPHEN A. MACCHIA

THE BEST PART OF CONVERSATIONS with new friends is the give-and-take: We don’t already know what they are going to say. We notice things about them that we enjoy even as we converse. We are curious, we ask questions, we share real things. We listen hard because the person matters to us. They are not a book we have already read; they are not present merely to tell us what to do or what is wrong with us. They want to know us, and we want to know them.

The ancient practice of lectio is like that—it’s listening to God’s Word, listening to what arises in our hearts as we hear God’s Word, and responding in prayer to the Author of these words with real words of our own. Lectio is conversation between the triune God and us, the children he so deeply loves, in the context of his beautiful Word.

Consider these ancient words used to describe this way of being with God during lectio:


	We pause for silence and still our hearts to receive God’s Word (silencio).

	We receive a sacred reading of the text (lectio).

	We notice a particular word or image that has leapt off the page into our hearts, and we meditate on that word or image (meditatio).

	We prayerfully respond to what we notice stirring in our own heart (oratio).

	We linger in silence, noticing more deeply how this particular Scripture is speaking to us (contemplatio).

	We say yes to the transforming work God is seeking to do in us as we hold this word from him. How is our soul being nourished and transformed? How are we being called to be and to do in our life in this world (incarnatio)?



In many ways this book is designed to guide you into a time of lectio so you can focus on a small portion of God’s Word and enter into a prayerful encounter with the living God. When Bible reading becomes prayer, you know you’ve touched a nerve the Spirit is inviting you to consider. There is a fresh wind of God’s Spirit when we genuinely receive the living Word, and it is profoundly good for our souls.

You are blessed to be holding this resource in your hands. May the words of your mouth and the meditations of your heart be inspired by the Word and then multiplied in your soul and in service to others. Receive what God has in store for you like you’ve never heard the Word before.

Such joy!
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Introduction to the Christian Year

STEVEN E. BREEDLOVE

FROM THE MOMENT GOD CREATED the world, he rooted it in time. The six days of creation are endowed with beauty, meaning, and purpose, leading us to the seventh day of divine rest. But what of the eighth day? For Christians the eighth day is the day of Jesus’s resurrection from the dead—Easter—on the first day after the Jewish Sabbath. The eighth day marks a new way of keeping time shaped by the inbreaking of a new creation.

Time tells a story. And the way we tell time inscribes that story in us. As Christians we are eighth-day people, thus the inspiration for eight-sided churches, pulpits, stained glass windows, and the emblem that adorns the cover and pages of this book. We have titled this book Eighth Day Prayers as an invitation to a new way of keeping time, one rooted in the rhythm of creation that nonetheless draws us on toward new creation.

In so many ways we have lost our ability to keep time. Perhaps this loss results from the movement away from an agricultural world, where land was left fallow for a season before it was sown and where sowing necessarily preceded growing, which resulted in harvest. It was impossible in the agricultural world to divorce one season from another, and each season contributed its own gift and preparation to the next. But this loss of connection between the seasons is also the result of trading the church calendar for the economic calendar, where every season is harvest and none is planting.

The church calendar is not a series of discrete seasons, yet the tyranny of the economic calendar makes it initially difficult to see this. Throughout the centuries, the church has recognized that the Christian year consists of two cycles. In other words, we don’t have Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Instead, we have the Incarnation Cycle, which consists of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. And we don’t have Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. Instead, we have the Paschal Cycle, which consists of Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. In each of these cycles, the seasons are intricately connected to and dependent on one another, and in each, the pattern is the same—preparation, celebration, and growth.

In a previous age, we might have simply said that mortification and repentance must precede rejoicing, because they sow the seeds for it, and that rejoicing is the foundation for growth, discipleship, and mission, because we reap a harvest from the object of our rejoicing. We cannot divorce Lent from Easter, and we cannot divorce Easter from Pentecost.

Each season prepares for the next, and trying to live the spiritual life in only one season is like trying to have only harvest without sowing. We need to be planted anew each year. The Christian year offers us the framework for this.

As you let Eighth Day Prayers help shape your day-by-day prayers, notice how your response to Scripture and your prayers change as you hold in mind what season it is. Is it a time for preparation? For rejoicing? For a rekindled awareness of God’s presence and his call to us?

God himself has given us the gift of agricultural seasons and the gift of the rhythm of the Christian year. Let them draw you more deeply into a prayer-filled life with God.
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Introduction to Advent

STEVEN E. BREEDLOVE

ADVENT IS A SEASON OF hopeful waiting for the coming of Christ.

We fast in Advent, but it is a fast motivated by expectation, not penitence. It is like anticipating a wedding banquet, which we would hardly prepare for by eating too much cheap food. Instead, we wait with modest fasting, with joy and expectation, because a rich and lavish feast is coming. The certainty of Christmas offers us the ability to wait patiently and steadfastly.

It is ultimately the return of Christ, not Christmas, that we await in Advent. The first coming is proof that the second will also arrive, and our joyful waiting for Christmas should prepare us for Christ’s return. More than anything, this is the season of the year when we should cultivate longing and hope for the second coming of Christ.

Prayer in Advent is marked by this expectation and grounded in the truth that Christ will come again and restore all things. Every reading of Scripture should be considered from the standpoint, “What will this mean when Christ returns?” The season offers us a particular form of discipleship—training in expectancy as we wait within the tension of Christ’s first and second coming. It is the season when, even as we learn hopeful patience, our hearts resound with the prayer, Lord, I long for your return! Please prepare me to celebrate your arrival!
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Advent Day 1

WILLA KANE



Read: Isaiah 48:12–17



“Listen to me, O Jacob,

and Israel, whom I called!

I am he; I am the first,

and I am the last.

My hand laid the foundation of the earth,

and my right hand spread out the heavens;

when I call to them,

they stand forth together.

“Assemble, all of you, and listen!

Who among them has declared these things?

The LORD loves him;

he shall perform his purpose on Babylon,

and his arm shall be against the Chaldeans.

I, even I, have spoken and called him;

I have brought him, and he will prosper in his way.

Draw near to me, hear this:

from the beginning I have not spoken in secret,

from the time it came to be I have been there.”

And now the LORD God has sent me, and his Spirit.

Thus says the LORD,

your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

“I am the LORD your God,

who teaches you to profit,

who leads you in the way you should go.”






Reflect:

Advent is a journey of preparation. The prophet Isaiah invited us to this journey at the behest of someone greater than himself: the I Am, the first and the last, the Creator God whose hand laid the foundation of the earth and spread out the heavens. God does not speak in secret or stand at a distance. He has been present from the beginning of time.

Two hundred years before Babylon took Israel captive, God spoke these words through Isaiah. Persia’s King Cyrus would be chosen, called, and prospered by God to release Jewish captives from Babylon for return to Zion, fulfilling God’s purpose. Two thousand years before our day, God sent another, greater one to redeem his people. This Redeemer would come not as a conquering hero but as an infant King. The birth of Jesus in a Bethlehem stable under a starlit sky is the place where prophecy and promise come together.

This Advent journey’s destination is not to a place but to a person we are invited to know. What will you do with this invitation? As you pray, will you slow your pace and listen? Will you examine and empty your heart of things that crowd the Savior out, preparing your heart by preparing him room? Will you come near to the one who has come near to you? He leads in the way you should go, one step of the journey at a time. Will you follow him?

And as you do, will you focus beyond this horizon to a second advent, to a day when Jesus will come again to redeem his people and begin a glorious eternity? Just as he created earth’s foundations and stretched out the heavens, he will do so again. In re-creation glory he will bring forth the new heaven and earth, our eternal home.




Pray:

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Anglican Church in North America Book of Common Prayer)
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Advent Day 2

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 49:1–6



Listen to me, O coastlands,

and give attention, you peoples from afar.

The LORD called me from the womb,

from the body of my mother he named my name.

He made my mouth like a sharp sword;

in the shadow of his hand he hid me;

he made me a polished arrow;

in his quiver he hid me away.

And he said to me, “You are my servant,

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

But I said, “I have labored in vain;

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;

yet surely my right is with the LORD,

and my recompense with my God.”

And now the LORD says,

he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him;

and that Israel might be gathered to him—

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD,

and my God has become my strength—

he says:

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;

I will make you as a light for the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”






Reflect:

Isaiah 49 is the second of the towering servant songs of Isaiah. There at the beginning is that Advent word: listen!

The promise of the Servant’s coming is not for captive Israel only.

God’s Servant will be “a light for the nations.” God’s salvation is going global!

In the face of uncertainty and polarization, at the beginning of a possibly dark winter season, is there light for the nations? Is there a message of hope?

This passage in Isaiah gives us a resounding yes! We will have a new beginning and an everlasting Savior. We will see salvation stretching to the ends of the earth. There is no better news for our weary world.

Isaiah beckons us to let God have the last word and to listen to his promise. He will reconnect his people with himself and put the world in order.

As you pray, are you able to imagine yourself being called to be a part of God’s servant people, the ones he will use to bring light to the nations? As you hear that promise, pray for God to kindle in you a holy imagination, and ask how you might be a light-bringer this season.




Pray:

Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

(Anglican Church in North America Book of Common Prayer)
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Advent Day 3

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 50:4–5, 10



The Lord GOD has given me

the tongue of those who are taught,

that I may know how to sustain with a word

him who is weary.

Morning by morning he awakens;

he awakens my ear

to hear as those who are taught.

The Lord GOD has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious;

I turned not backward….

Who among you fears the LORD

and obeys the voice of his servant?

Let him who walks in darkness

and has no light

trust in the name of the LORD

and rely on his God.






Reflect:

Does God waken your ear to hear? Does the Lord speak to you through his Word? The prophet’s vivid imagery describes an everyday experience of listening in anticipation of hearing a word. Of course, Isaiah 50—before it was a word to and about us—was first a picture of Jesus, the Servant. Can you picture the Lord beginning each day having his ear opened to hear as those who are taught? Jesus’s decisive response was obedience rooted in listening.

We also read so that we may hear as obedient servants. We hear so that we may be comforters. Our Comforter bids us back each day for a fresh word. Isaiah 50 invites us into this rhythmic vocation.

The driving impulse for our listening is so that we will know how to sustain with a word someone who is weary. You likely won’t have to look far to find a weary friend or family member. Do you have a word for them?

As you pray, remember that everything depends on your becoming a hearer before God. Take time each day—at best, a regular fixed time—to read the Bible and to listen quietly for a word spoken to you. Ask for your heart to be stirred for a living conversation with the Father in prayer. And ask for a word that you may share with someone in need.




Pray:

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

(Anglican Church in North America Book of Common Prayer)
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Advent Day 4

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 51:1–5, 7



“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,

you who seek the LORD:

look to the rock from which you were hewn,

and to the quarry from which you were dug.

Look to Abraham your father

and to Sarah who bore you;

for he was but one when I called him,

that I might bless him and multiply him.

For the LORD comforts Zion;

he comforts all her waste places

and makes her wilderness like Eden,

her desert like the garden of the LORD;

joy and gladness will be found in her,

thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Give attention to me, my people,

and give ear to me, my nation;

for a law will go out from me,

and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.

My righteousness draws near,

my salvation has gone out,

and my arms will judge the peoples;

the coastlands hope for me,

and for my arm they wait….

“Listen to me, you who know righteousness,

the people in whose heart is my law;

fear not the reproach of man,

nor be dismayed at their revilings.”






Reflect:

Throughout Advent, God desires to keep us in an attentive frame of mind. “Ponder the rock from which you were cut,” reads another version of Isaiah 51:1 (MSG). The Lord invites you to ponder, to look back, and to reflect on the rock from which you were hewn. Look back to Abraham and the call to go out, not knowing anything except God’s promise and assured companionship. That’s one of the fruits of listening and pondering; we get reacquainted with the Promise-Giver, and he transforms our perspective.

Isaiah 51 is packed with incentives to keep listening to God. The first incentive is that God is a life-giver. If he could bless old Abraham and barren Sarah with new life, and out of that unlikely beginning create a nation to bless the nations, then why wouldn’t he do something new with you and me? What blessing and multiplication can you imagine in your life?

Not only that, but God is also a world-changer. Do you like the way the world is now? Neither does God. The difference between you and him is that he can change it—through his life-transforming gospel. Maybe it’s time to turn off the news of the day and tune in to the good news of God’s redeeming work.

Finally, our God is a courage-inspirer. Don’t be afraid. He made you. He will be your Comforter, your Keeper, your Friend.

As you pray, think about Abraham and Sarah, and celebrate that you were hewn from the same rock. Pray with hopeful anticipation of God’s unremitting new creation. The apostle Paul loved reminding his fellow believers that God had promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would come alongside to build them up. Pray for that!




Pray:

O, Father, fill our hearts with faith. Come alongside us, Holy Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Be our Comforter, our Keeper, our Friend. In the precious name of Jesus. Amen.
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Advent Day 5

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 52:7–10



How beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of him who brings good news,

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,

who publishes salvation,

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;

together they sing for joy;

for eye to eye they see

the return of the LORD to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,

you waste places of Jerusalem,

for the LORD has comforted his people;

he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The LORD has bared his holy arm

before the eyes of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see

the salvation of our God.






Reflect:

Can you hear it? In the din of our noisy world, through the relentless voices inside our heads, amid the onslaught of social media, can you hear the steps of the runner?

Who is racing into your life these days to bring good news? Who are the messengers announcing to you and reminding you that “your God reigns”?

It’s easy to lose sight of God’s reign in the commotion of our lives.

Where are you hearing a counter-message of sovereign order and a promise of flourishing?

Whose voice is cutting through the noise to incite your hope? Are you paying attention to the God-appointed promise-bringers? And are you giving thanks for those who are working nimbly and tirelessly to penetrate the cacophony of despair?

Maybe these days you’re feeling the nudge of the Spirit to strap on your gospel shoes and to proclaim God’s peace. Maybe he is calling you to bring good news—the good news of Jesus—to fearful and discouraged family, friends, and neighbors. Maybe you are called to build up those around you by speaking these beautiful and true things about God.

Wouldn’t that be a delightful focus as you pray?

Invite the Holy Spirit to come alongside you and encourage you to be a road-racing messenger of good news. And keep praying for all the messengers out there: “How beautiful… are the feet of those who bring good news” (Isaiah 52:7 NIV).




Pray:

Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank you that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your Name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours, for ever and ever. Amen.

(Anglican Church in North America Book of Common Prayer)
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Advent Day 6

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 53:3–6



He was despised and rejected by men,

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he has borne our griefs

and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,

smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;

he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,

and with his wounds we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.






Reflect:

Many of us have a hard time with silence and solitude and the thoughts that surface in those moments. We don’t always like what comes to mind when we lie awake in the quiet of the night.

It’s hard to silence the accusing internal voice as we’re pressed into self-appraisal. How to still those thoughts? What will make the unbearable guilt and shame go away? Who can bear it for us? Do we have to just live with it?

The season of Advent restarts the wondrous cycle of the church’s year of redemption; it begins afresh the story of our coming King. Isaiah 53 reminds us that we need to hear and meet again and again, not just the baby in the manger but also the sin-bearer, Jesus—our substitute.

As you reflect on Isaiah 53, trace the life-giving progression of our guilt being met by Christ, our substitute, who counters our shame with his healing grace. The cycle begins with our owning who we are. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8–9).

As you pray, pray your way slowly into this ancient prayer of confession, and give thanks that you get to live in the life-giving rhythm of grace.




Pray:

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Anglican Church in North America Book of Common Prayer)
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Advent Day 7

ART GOING



Read: Isaiah 54:1–6, 10



“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear;

break forth into singing and cry aloud,

you who have not been in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more

than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD.

“Enlarge the place of your tent,

and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out;

do not hold back; lengthen your cords

and strengthen your stakes.

For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left,

and your offspring will possess the nations

and will people the desolate cities.

“Fear not, for you will not be ashamed;

be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced;

for you will forget the shame of your youth,

and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more.

For your Maker is your husband,

the LORD of hosts is his name;

and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,

the God of the whole earth he is called.

For the LORD has called you

like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit,

like a wife of youth when she is cast off,

says your God….

“For the mountains may depart

and the hills be removed,

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.







Reflect:


Isaiah took a long, loving look at the sin-bearing servant of the Lord and had one thing to say: “Sing.”

Perhaps singing is a hard prospect for you. Perhaps life feels too arduous or painful, and singing is the last activity you want to engage in.

But there is that urgent appeal in Isaiah 54:1: “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!”

Let joyful song explode out of you—you who see your emptiness filled, your wilderness blooming!

As we’ve been listening to Isaiah, and through him to the Lord, we’ve been called again and again to remember God’s mercy, to be refreshed by his promises, to have our hope rekindled, and to be sent forth as messengers ourselves, fueled by the Spirit of the God who loves. And now we’re urged to sing!

The people of God sang. Moses sang. Miriam sang. Deborah sang. David sang. Mary sang. Angels sang. Jesus and his disciples sang. Paul and Silas sang. When people of faith remember who God is and what God does, they sing. The songs are irrepressible.

Singing is an expression of defiant joy in the face of overwhelming sadness. Suffer we do, but sing we must!

As you pray, why not let your voice sound forth? Sing!




Pray:

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised. Amen.

(Psalm 96:1–4)
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Advent Day 8

TAMARA HILL MURPHY



Read: Isaiah 55:1–3, 7–9, 12



“Come, everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and he who has no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

Incline your ear, and come to me;

hear, that your soul may live;

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David….

“Let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts….

“For you shall go out in joy

and be led forth in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you

shall break forth into singing,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”







Reflect:


Over and over again throughout Israel’s history, we find that God’s people can’t discern between what satisfies and what destroys. The lack of discernment led them to give their most valuable offerings to idols and was rooted in a forgetfulness of all that came before them and all that was promised for the future. Having lost their taste for what truly satisfies, they could no longer imagine the pleasant land God had promised as something worth believing.

Nevertheless, God remembered his covenant. His wrath was consumed by his immense love, a love so contagious that it required even the Israelites’ captors to show compassion for God’s people. This love flows through the invitation in Isaiah 55. In contrast to the unmet cravings from living in an economy of idol worship, Yahweh summons everyone to come for the richest delights. He calls out like a street vendor offering the finest of all food and drink with no price.

This is God’s economy. Humanity’s habitual fascination with power continually sinks down into idolatrous practices filled with fear, anxiety, and scarcity. In the body and blood of his Son, Jesus, God overturns such a system.

As you come to pray, hear Christ’s invitation from Luke 14:33: “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (NASB). Jesus, the voice of Yahweh, picks up the cry of a holy street vendor. Come, find a way of life that is free for everyone yet costs everything.

Consider how responding to the call of Jesus brings the richest kind of delights found only in the free, gracious, and immense love of God. Give thanks to the Father, who will never forget his covenant and who will, in fact, bring all exiles home.




Pray:

Lord, just as our ancestors sinned and turned away from you, so have we also wandered. Forgive us, and welcome us back into the way of Jesus, so that we might delight in your abundant goodness and welcome others into the everlasting promise of your covenant. Amen.

[image: ]
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