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    Chapter One


    GROWING POWER


    In 1901, sixteen gleaming white ships sailed in a parade seven miles long. President Theodore Roosevelt watched proudly from the deck of another boat.


    The ships were coming home from a journey around the world. They had stopped in twenty different ports along the way. They landed on six continents.


    All together, the ships were called the “Great White Fleet.” It was Teddy Roosevelt’s way of telling the world—the United States is a powerful country!


    BIGGER AND BIGGER


    Of course, people had known about the United States before. But many Americans wanted the United States to have a bigger role in the world. Roosevelt agreed.


    Americans wanted the United States to be great. To them, that meant that the country would get bigger. It had already spread from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans. Where else could it spread? People started looking across the ocean.


    If the United States got bigger, it would be more powerful. It could also bring democracy and freedom to new people. The United States would really be doing the world a favor. Or at least that’s what Americans told themselves.


    
      Democracy is a form of government where the people get to vote for their leaders.
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      A postcard commemorates one of the Great White Fleet.

    


    This is called imperialism. It means that a country builds an empire. The most recent empire was the British Empire. It had included the American colonies. The colonies hadn’t liked being part of the British Empire. So they revolted and became the United States.
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