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47. John Adams was the first president to live in the White House.


48. James Madison was the shortest president, at just 5 feet, 4 inches (1.63 m) tall.


49. Abraham Lincoln was the tallest president. He was 6 feet, 4 inches (1.9 m) tall.


50. John Tyler had 15 children.


51. George Washington wore false teeth made of ivory, gold, and elephant and walrus tusks.


52. James Buchanan was the only president who was never married.


53. Rutherford B. Hayes was the first president to have a telephone installed in the White House.


54. The first White House phone number was "1."


55. Benjamin Harrison was the first person to have electricity installed in the White House.


56. However, Benjamin Harrison was too afraid of getting an electric shock to touch the light switches himself.


57. James Garfield could write Latin with one hand and Greek with the other hand at the same time.
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58. Grover Cleveland was the only president to be married in the White House.


59. Cleveland is also the only president to serve two nonconsecutive terms.


60. After his presidency, William Howard Taft served as the U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice and swore in Presidents Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.


61. Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin D. Roosevelt were fifth cousins.


62. There have been two father-and-son presidential pairs: John Adams and John Quincy Adams and George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush.


63. There have been four presidential assassinations: Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy.


64. James Madison was Princeton University’s first graduate student.


65. Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, was named after James Monroe.


66. John Quincy Adams enjoyed skinny-dipping in the Potomac River.


67. Andrew Jackson participated in more than 100 duels.


68. Though he was president on the eve of the Civil War, James Buchanan called the conflict over slavery and states’ rights "happily, a matter of but little practical importance" in his inaugural address.


69. Richard Nixon is the only president to resign from office.


70. Gerald Ford, who replaced Nixon, was appointed vice president in 1973 and assumed the presidency before ever appearing on a presidential ballot.


71. Ronald Reagan was a successful movie actor before becoming president.


72. While he was president, Grover Cleveland had a secret surgery to remove a cancerous tumor from his mouth.


73. Theodore Roosevelt was shot while giving a speech. He continued speaking for 90 minutes after the attempted assassination.


74. William Taft, the heaviest president, weighed 340 pounds (154 kg).


75. James Madison was the lightest president. He weighed about 100 pounds (45 kg).


76. Franklin Roosevelt was the only president to serve four terms.


77. Martin Van Buren was the first president born in the United States.


78. William Henry Harrison was only president for a month before dying of pneumonia.


79. Millard Fillmore and his wife established the first White House library.


80. The middle initial “S” in Ulysses S. Grant’s and Harry S. Truman’s names doesn’t stand for anything.


81. Rutherford B. Hayes held the first Easter Egg Roll on the White House lawn in 1878.


82. Woodrow Wilson was the first president to have a speech heard on the radio.


83. Herbert Hoover was the first president born west of the Mississippi River.


84. Lyndon Johnson is the only president to be sworn in on an airplane.


85. Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Jimmy Carter, and Barack Obama have all won the Nobel Peace Prize.


86. Donald Trump was the first president who did not have a background in politics or the military.


87. Eight presidents were left-handed: James Garfield, Herbert Hoover, Harry Truman, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama.


88. Only five presidents have worn beards. All served as president during the 19th century.


89. Five presidents did not have biological children. They were George Washington, James Madison, Andrew Jackson, James Polk, and James Buchanan.


90. Five presidents were elected without winning the popular vote: John Quincy Adams, Rutherford B. Hayes, Benjamin Harrison, George W. Bush, and Donald Trump.


91. Jimmy Carter became the longest living president in March 2019, at age 94 years, 172 days.


PRESIDENTIAL PETS


92. Herbert Hoover’s son had two pet alligators and an opossum living in the White House.


93. Calvin Coolidge and first lady Grace Coolidge had a pet raccoon named Rebecca that walked on a leash.


94. Theodore Roosevelt and his children had many unusual pets, including a pig, several bears, a badger, a snake named Emily Spinach, and a one-legged rooster.


95. Andrew Jackson had a parrot named Polly who liked to swear. She learned the curse words from Jackson himself.


96. During World War I, Woodrow Wilson had a herd of sheep grazing on the front lawn of the White House.


97. John F. Kennedy’s dog, Pushinka, was a gift from the Soviet Union. Security officials checked her for implanted listening devices before she moved into the White House.


98. Pushinka’s mother had flown in outer space on one of the Sputnik missions.


99. Bill Clinton’s cat, Socks, was the first presidential pet to have a website.


100. Although several presidential pets have been rescues, Joe Biden’s dog, Major, was the first dog adopted from an animal shelter to live in the White House.
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1. King’s birth name was Michael King, Jr. His father renamed himself and his son after the Protestant German religious leader Martin Luther.


2. King grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, and was the son of a Baptist minister.


3. King skipped two grades and enrolled in college at age 15.


4. He won a public-speaking contest when he was a teenager.


5. King was arrested 29 times.


6. One of King’s most famous essays, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” was written after he was arrested for leading a protest march in Birmingham, Alabama.


7. In 1956, King’s house was bombed while his wife and daughter were inside. Neither were hurt.


8. King was almost assassinated ten years before his death. In 1958, a woman stabbed him with a letter opener while he was autographing books in a store.


9. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize when he was 35 years old. At the time, he was the youngest person to win.


10. Between 1957 and 1968, King traveled more than six million miles and made more than 2,500 speeches.


11. He traveled all over the world, including visits to England, Ghana, and India.


12. King was married to Coretta Scott King and had four children: two sons and two daughters.
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13. In the 1950s, King was the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama.


14. He helped lead the successful Montgomery bus boycott in 1955-1956.


15. He wrote his first public political speech in less than an hour.


16. King wrote six books.


17. On August 28, 1963, King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech before 250,000 people in front of the Washington Monument.


18. He made up parts of that speech on the spot.


19. King was named Time magazine’s Man of the Year in 1963.


20. In 1965, King was present when President Lyndon Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act into law.


21. On April 4, 1968, King was assassinated as he stood on the balcony at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee.


22. King was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977.


23. He is the only nonpresident to have a national holiday in his name.


24. Martin Luther King Jr. Day was first celebrated in 1986.


25. King is also the only nonpresident honored with his own memorial on Washington, D.C.’s National Mall.
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1. Juan Ponce de León led the first European expedition to Florida in 1513. He was searching for the mythical “Fountain of Youth.”


2. Hernando de Soto landed in Florida and headed west between 1539 and 1542. He is believed to be the first European to cross the Mississippi River.


3. Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, the first European to explore the American Southwest, traveled through modern-day Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and western Kansas.


4. Juan Batista de Anza was the first person of European descent to establish an overland trail from Mexico to the northern Pacific coast of California.


5. De Anza’s path led through the Sonoran Desert and brought hundreds of settlers to California during the mid-1700s.


6. De Anza also founded the cities of San Francisco and San Jose.


7. Spanish explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca arrived in Florida in 1527. Then he traveled from Florida to Texas on a raft and walked from Texas to Mexico City.


8. Cabeza de Vaca and his fellow travelers were the first Europeans to see the bison.


9. “Cabeza de Vaca” means “head of a cow.”


10. Historians aren’t sure if Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo was Spanish or Portuguese, but they do believe he was the first European to explore the Californian coast.


11. In 1542, Cabrillo sailed from Acapulco to southern California and claimed California for King Charles I of Spain. He also named San Diego Bay and Santa Barbara.


12. French explorer and soldier Antoine Laumet de la Mothe de Cadillac founded the city of Detroit in 1701.


13. One of the earliest descriptions of North America was written by Pierre François-Xavier de Charlevoix, a French Jesuit priest, explorer, and writer.


14. Juan de Fuca was a Greek navigator who sailed for Spain under a Spanish name. His original name was Apostolos Valerianos.


15. De Fuca may have been the first European to see the northwestern coast of the United States. He sailed from Mexico to Vancouver Island in 1592.


16. Most people didn’t believe de Fuca’s story about the strait he discovered. He didn’t get credit until Charles William Barkley charted it nearly 200 years later.
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17. The Strait of Juan de Fuca, which connects the Pacific Ocean to Puget Sound, was named after him in 1787.


18. French explorer René-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle was sent by the French king to explore North America in 1682. He was the first European to travel the length of the Mississippi River.


19. La Salle named the entire Mississippi basin Louisiana, in honor of the French King, and claimed it for France on April 9, 1682.


20. La Salle also explored Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario.


21. Marcus de Niza was a Spanish priest who explored what is now western New Mexico in 1539 in search of the legendary “Seven Cities of Gold.”


22. De Niza and his companion, an enslaved Moroccan explorer named Estevanico, reported they did discover the golden cities, but they turned out to be Zuni Indian pueblos.


23. Estevanico, who had previously explored Texas, died during the expedition with de Niza.


24. The first Europeans in Texas were probably Alonso Âlvarez de Pineda and his crew. They arrived there in 1519.


25. De Pineda named Corpus Christi Bay because he explored the area on the Catholic feast day of Corpus Christi.


26. Gaspar de Portolá, a Spanish soldier, leader, and explorer, traveled up the California coast in 1768. Portolá led a large group of settlers, missionaries, and soldiers to San Diego and Monterey in order to establish new Franciscan missions.


27. Giovanni da Verrazzano was an Italian explorer sailing for France when he landed at Cape Fear in 1524, then sailed north, to New York and up to Maine and Canada.


28. Verrazzano was the first European to explore present-day New York. The Verrazzano Narrows Bridge in New York City is named after him.


29. In 1728, sailing for Russia, Vitus Bering and Aleksei Chirikov traveled through the area now called the Bering Strait.


30. In 1741, Bering and Chirikov arrived in the Aleutian Islands and mainland Alaska, both of which they claimed for Russia.


[image: image]


[image: image]


1. The first peoples in North America hiked over a land bridge from Asia to what is now Alaska about 12,000 years ago.


2. About 10 million people lived in what is now the United States before Europeans arrived.


3. Historians divide pre-colonial North America—excluding present-day Mexico—into 10 culture areas: the Arctic, the Subarctic, the Northeast, the Southeast, the Plains, the Southwest, the Great Basin, California, the Northwest Coast, and the Plateau.


4. The Arctic area extends into Alaska and included the Inuit and the Aleut.


5. The Inuit, who lived in the northern part of the region, were nomadic. They hunted seals, polar bears, and other animals.


6. The Aleut lived in fishing villages along the southern shore.


7. The Subarctic area covered Alaska and western Canada and was home to few people. Native groups in the Subarctic mostly either spoke Athabaskan or Algonquian.


8. Iroquoian and Algonquian were the two main language groups in the Northeast culture area, which covered the Atlantic coast as far south as North Carolina and inland to the Mississippi River valley.


9. Iroquoian speakers included the Cayuga, Oneida, Erie, Onondaga, Seneca, and Tuscarora. Most lived in villages near rivers and lakes.


10. Algonquian speakers included the Pequot, Meskwaki, Shawnee, Wampanoag, Lenape, and Menominee. They farmed and fished in villages along the ocean.


11. Farming tribes such as the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole made up the Southeast cultural area.


12. Tribes such as the Sioux lived in the Great Plains. They were once settled hunters and farmers, but the Great Plains tribes became more nomadic after horses were introduced in the 1700s.


13. Southwestern tribes lived in the desert. Some, like the Hopi, Zuni, Yaqui, and Quechan, were settled farmers.


14. Other Southwestern tribes were nomads. These groups included the Navajo and the Apache.


15. The people of the Great Basin included the Ute and Paiute. They were mostly nomadic hunters and gatherers.


16. Before colonization, the California area had more people living there than any other part of the U.S. About 300,000 people called this area home.


17. California groups included more than 100 different tribes that spoke more than 200 different languages.


18. The Northwest Coast provided plenty of food. Native people, such as the Tlingit, Coos, Chinook, and Salish, lived in villages.


19. The Plateau area covered present-day Idaho, Montana, and eastern Oregon and Washington. Most people of the Plateau fished, hunted, and gathered berries and nuts for food.


20. Plateau tribes included the Klamath, Klikitat, Modoc, Nez Perce, Walla Walla, and Yakima.


21. Native homes varied by location. Some tribes in the Northeast lived in large permanent structures called longhouses.


22. Many tribes in the Southwest lived in stone and dried mud houses called pueblos. These structures had thick walls to keep cool air in and hot air out.


23. Nomadic tribes such as the Ute and Paiute built wikiups out of branches and leaves. These structures were light and easy to move.


24. The Navajo built houses called hogans out of packed mud and bark.


25. Native Americans used many different tools and weapons made of stone, animal bones, and wood.


26. Some tribes carved boats out of trees and wove nets and baskets.


27. Others used clay to make bowls and other types of pottery.


28. Native Americans domesticated dogs, llamas, and alpacas.


29. Crops included corn, beans, squash, and potatoes.


30. The largest Native American city in what is now the U.S. was Cahokia in southwestern Illinois. It had a population of 10,000 to 20,000 people.
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1. European exploration and colonization spelled disaster for Native American cultures throughout the United States.


2. Many Native Americans died of diseases brought by the settlers. They had no immunity to European diseases such as smallpox and measles.


3. By the 1890s, the Native American population had dropped to an estimated 250,000.


4. Colonial wars in the Northeast forced many Native tribes to take sides against each other.


5. Between 1814 and 1824, President Andrew Jackson negotiated treaties to take land from Native American tribes.


6. These treaties gave the United States control of three-quarters of Alabama and Florida, as well as parts of Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Kentucky, and North Carolina.


7. In 1830, the federal government passed the Indian Removal Act to force the relocation of Southeastern tribes so that European Americans could have their land.
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8. Between 1830 and 1838, the government forced nearly 100,000 Native Americans out of the southern states and into “Indian Territory” (later the state of Oklahoma).


9. This series of forced migrations is known as the Trail of Tears. Thousands of others died on their forced marches west.


10. The people of the Great Plains relied on bison for food, clothing, and many other needs. However, white settlers and hunters had killed almost all of the bison by the end of the 19th century.


11. Without food and with others moving onto their lands, Plains tribes were forced onto government reservations.


12. Spanish colonists and missionaries enslaved or killed many of the Pueblo Indians.


13. During the second half of the 19th century, the federal government resettled most of the Southwest Native peoples onto reservations.


14. Native Americans in California were also treated harshly by Spanish colonizers and missionaries. In the San Diego area, forced labor and disease almost wiped out this area’s Native population.


15. In 1860, the first Native American boarding school was established on the Yakima Reservation in Washington state.


16. The goal of these schools was to use education to force Native Americans to replace their cultural traditions and language and assimilate.


17. All but one of the boarding schools were in the western part of the country. The lone eastern Native American boarding school was the Carlisle Indian School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.


18. The Carlisle School was run by Richard Henry Pratt, a former Army officer. His motto was “Kill the Indian, save the man.”


19. In 1978, the Indian Child Welfare Act finally gave Native American parents the legal right to deny their children’s placement in school outside the reservation.


20. In 1924, the Indian Citizenship Act was passed, granting U.S. citizenship to Native Americans.


21. Charles Curtis became the first Native American to serve as vice president when he was elected in 1928. Curtis grew up on a Kaw reservation.
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22. Curtis was also the first Native American to serve in the House of Representatives (1893-1907) and the Senate (1906-1929).


23. In 1934, the Indian Reorganization Act gave more control to tribal governments and helped reverse some policies that forced Native Americans to assimilate.


24. Wounded Knee, on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in southwestern South Dakota, has been the site of two major conflicts between Native Americans and the U.S. government.


25. In 1890, U.S. Army forces at Wounded Knee killed nearly 300 Native Americans. At least half of the dead were women and children.


26. The massacre occurred as federal soldiers attempted to disarm a tribal encampment.


27. In 1973, members of the American Indian Movement, a militant civil rights group, occupied Wounded Knee for 71 days to protest conditions on the reservation.


28. In 2009, President Barack Obama signed the Native American Apology Resolution. This document apologized for the mistreatment and violence against Native Americans throughout history.


29. One in four Native Americans lives below the poverty line.


30. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the current total population of Native Americans in the United States is 6.79 million, or just over 2 percent of the population.
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1. The 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution, granting women the right to vote, was passed in 1920. But many nonwhite women were still prevented from voting.


2. Many of the first women’s suffrage activists got their start in the abolition, or antislavery, movement before the Civil War.


3. Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton organized the first U.S. women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York, on July 19-20, 1848.


4. Mott and Stanton originally met at an antislavery event in London, England.


5. Only women could attend the first day of the Seneca Falls Convention, but everyone was welcome on the second day.


6. Elizabeth Cady Stanton declared the convention was a “protest against a form of government, existing without the consent of the governed— to declare our right to be free as man is free.”


7. The convention also saw the reading of the “Declaration of Sentiments,” which was modeled after the Declaration of Independence.


8. For two decades, there were two major women’s suffrage groups. One group wanted to include women in the passage of the 14th and 15th amendments, which granted Black men equal protection under the law and the right to vote.


9. The other group feared adding women meant the amendments would not pass.


[image: image]


10. In 1890, the two groups merged to form the National American Women’s Suffrage Association.
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11. Women’s suffrage leader Susan B. Anthony and 15 other women voted illegally in the 1872 presidential election.


12. All 16 women who voted in the 1872 election with Anthony were arrested. Anthony was convicted and fined $100, which she refused to pay.


13. Victoria Woodhull ran for president in 1872, representing the Equal Rights Party.


14. The text that would become the 19th Amendment in 1920 was first proposed in Congress in 1878.


15. The official colors of the women’s suffrage movement were gold, white, and violet. The colors stood for “Give Women the Vote.”


16. National suffrage organizations printed flyers in many different languages besides English in order to reach immigrant populations.


17. Alice Paul wanted the suffrage movement to be more militant. In 1913, she helped form the Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage.


18. Paul’s group demonstrated outside the White House in 1917. Their protests ended in violence when guards attacked many of the women.


19. Alice Paul was jailed for her activities and sent to a psychiatric ward in the prison when she went on a hunger strike.


20. In January 1918, President Woodrow Wilson announced his support for the 19th Amendment.


21. Many states granted women the right to vote in local elections before the federal government passed the 19th amendment.


22. These states included Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Idaho, Washington, California, Oregon, Montana, Arizona, Kansas, Alaska, Illinois, North Dakota, Indiana, Nebraska, Michigan, Arkansas, New York, South Dakota, and Oklahoma.


23. Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan were the first states to ratify the 19th Amendment. They all ratified it on June 10, 1919, six days after it was approved by Congress.


24. Tennessee was the 36th state to ratify the 19th Amendment. Ratification by 36 states was required under the U.S. Constitution to make the amendment law.


25. Mississippi didn’t ratify the 19th Amendment until 1984.


[image: image]


[image: image]


25 DATES TO KNOW
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1. 1948: President Harry S. Truman signs an order aimed at desegregating the armed forces and military bases.


2. 1954: The U.S. Supreme Court decision, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, says that segregated schools are unconstitutional.


3. 1955: Black 14-year-old Emmett Till is murdered in Mississippi, for allegedly flirting with a white woman. His mother insists on an open coffin so the world can see what happened to her son, and a photo of Till in his coffin spreads widely.


4. 1955: Black seamstress and civil rights activist Rosa Parks is arrested after she refuses to give up her seat on a bus for a white passenger, setting off the Montgomery bus boycott.


5. 1956: After more than a year, the Montgomery bus boycott ends when the Supreme Court declares Alabama’s laws on segregated public transportation were unconstitutional.


6. 1957: Martin Luther King Jr. becomes a founding member and leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which uses nonviolent actions to fight against racism.


7. 1957: Nine Black students integrate the all-white high school in Little Rock, Arkansas. The teens become known as the Little Rock Nine.


8. 1960: Four Black college students stage a sit-in at a Woolworth’s lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina. The sit-in movement spreads all over the South, eventually leading to the desegregation of lunch counters and restaurants.


9. 1960: The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee is formed to provide young African Americans a voice in the civil rights movement.


10. 1960: Armed guards escort six-year-old Ruby Bridges to an all-white school in New Orleans. She has to sit alone in a classroom with her teacher, but becomes a powerful symbol of equal rights.


11. 1961: The Freedom Rides begin. This movement sent Black and white young people to ride buses together throughout the South to challenge ongoing segregation on buses. Riders faced violent attacks.


12. 1962: James Meredith becomes the first Black student enrolled at the University of Mississippi.


13. 1963: Photos and TV news footage showing violence against civil rights demonstrators in Birmingham, Alabama, makes the nation more aware of racist conditions and sways public sympathy toward the marchers, many of whom are children and teenagers.


14. 1963: In June, President John F. Kennedy introduces a civil rights bill to Congress.


15. 1963: On August 28, about 250,000 people gather peacefully on the National Mall in the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivers his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.


16. 1963: Four Black girls are killed when a bomb explodes at Birmingham’s 16th 23 Street Baptist Church on September 15. The church was targeted as a meeting place for civil rights organizers.


17. 1964: During Freedom Summer, groups of Black and white activists traveled throughout Mississippi to increase the number of registered Black voters. Three of these activists—two white men from the north and one Black man from the south—were murdered.


18. 1964: President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act, aimed at ending employment discrimination and segregation in public facilities, into law.


19. 1965: On February 21, African American leader Malcolm X is assassinated while speaking in New York City.


20. 1965: In March, Martin Luther King, Jr., makes several attempts to lead voting rights marchers from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. Footage of marchers being attacked by state troopers airs nationally on TV.


21. 1965: The Voting Rights Act passes, outlawing discriminatory practices against African Americans registering to vote.


22. 1966: Huey Newton and Bobby Seale found the Black Panthers, a group that takes a more radical approach to ending racial discrimination and police brutality.


23. 1967: The Supreme Court decision Loving v. Virginia makes interracial marriage legal in all states.


24. 1968: Martin Luther King, Jr., is assassinated on April 4.


25. 1968: President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Fair Housing Act, aimed at preventing racial discrimination in housing, into law.


25 CIVIL RIGHTS FIGURES TO KNOW





1. Martin Luther King, Jr.: The most prominent figure in the civil rights movement, King focused on nonviolent means to achieve equality.


2. Malcolm X: A member of the Nation of Islam until 1964, Malcolm X encouraged Black people to defend themselves “by any means necessary” and initially rejected integration.


3. Rosa Parks: Called “the mother of the civil rights movement,” Parks’s refusal to give up her seat on a bus sparked the Montgomery bus boycott.


4. Claudette Colvin: Nine months before Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus, 15-year-old Claudette Colvin was arrested for this very same act of defiance. As one of four women plaintiffs in Browder v. Gayle, she was part of the court case that successfully overturned bus segregation laws in Alabama.


5. John Lewis: As a young man, Lewis organized and took part in marches and sit-ins and was targeted and injured by police. He went on to become a U.S. congressman.


6. Bayard Rustin: An adviser to Martin Luther King, Jr., Rustin played a major role in organizing the Montgomery bus boycott and the March on Washington.


7. James Farmer: The leader of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Farmer organized the 1961 Freedom Rides.


8. Medgar Evers: A civil rights activist in Mississippi, Evers was assassinated in front of his home in 1963.


9. Myrlie Ivers-Williams: Medgar Evers’s widow was also an activist and served as chairman of the board of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).


10. Ella Baker: Longtime civil rights activist Baker created the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) because she felt young people were the key to advancing civil rights. She believed voting rights were the key to freedom.


11. Thurgood Marshall: Before he became the first Black U.S. Supreme Court Justice in 1967, Marshall worked as a civil rights attorney and took part in many important cases, including Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.


12. Asa Philip Randolph: Founder of the first African American labor union in 1925, Randolph went on to become a major figure behind 1963’s March on Washington.


13. Roy Wilkins: The executive secretary and later, executive director, of the NAACP was a key organizer of the March on Washington and the Selma-Montgomery marches.


14. Whitney Young: An adviser to Presidents John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon, Young led the National Urban League into a major force for increasing employment for Black workers.
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15. Linda Brown: Brown was just seven years old when she tried to integrate her local school in Topeka, Kansas, in a case that eventually led to the Supreme Court ruling “separate but equal” schools were unconstitutional.


16. Oliver L. Brown: Linda’s father, Brown became the lead plaintiff when the NAACP took the Topeka Board of Education to court to force school integration.


17. Elizabeth Eckford: One of the Little Rock Nine who integrated a high school in Little Rock, Arkansas, Eckford became famous in a photograph taken as she tried to enter the school passing a crowd of jeering, spitting white students and adults.


18. Ernest Green: One of the Little Rock Nine, Green became the first African American graduate of Little Rock High School in 1958.


19. Septima Poinsette Clark: After she lost her teaching job for being a member of the NAACP, Clark founded Citizenship Schools in South Carolina to teach African Americans how to read and write, as well as how to organize and gain political power.


20. Fred Shuttlesworth: A major civil rights leader, Shuttlesworth was one of the founders of SCLC and helped organize the Selma-Montgomery marches.


21. Dorothy Height: Height was the president of the National Council of Negro Women, which she led from 1957 until 1997.


22. Pauli Murray: A lawyer and activist, Murray wrote States’ Laws on Race and Color, a key reference book for civil rights lawyers.


23. Fannie Lou Hamer: After being arrested and savagely beaten for her role in a protest march, Hamer became one of the most outspoken civil rights activists of the 1960s.


24. Shirley Chisholm: Chisholm became the first Black woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1972, she became the first Black woman to run for president when she tried to win the Democratic nomination.


25. Daisy Bates: A journalist and NAACP leader in Arkansas, Bates worked to spread news of the Little Rock Nine and other desegregation efforts in the media.


[image: image]


[image: image]


1. The goal of the labor movement is to protect the rights and safety of workers.


2. Labor groups focused on better pay, safer working conditions, and reasonable hours.


3. The earliest recorded strike occurred in 1768 when tailors in New York organized to protest a cut in pay.


4. The first major trade union in the U.S. was the Federal Society of Journeymen Cordwainers (shoemakers), which formed in Philadelphia in 1794.


5. Local craft unions became common in cities through the 1800s.


6. In 1852, the International Typographical Union became the first national union to bring together local unions.


7. In the 19th century, unions mostly represented skilled trade workers, not factory workers.


8. Almost all early union members were white males. There were few unions for African Americans or women until much later.


9. The girls and women of the Lowell textile mills became an exception in the mostly male early labor movement when they went on strike in 1834.


10. The first national labor union was the aptly named National Labor Union. It operated between 1866 and 1873.


11. The NLU’s goal was to organize skilled and unskilled laborers, farmers, and reformers into a group that would push Congress to limit the workday to eight hours.


12. The National Labor Union may have had as many as 500,000 members during its short life.


13. The NLU opposed strikes and focused on political action.


14. Black caulkers in the shipbuilding industry held a strike at the Washington Navy Yard in 1835.


15. Women tailors, shoe binders, mill workers, and laundresses formed their own unions.


16. In 1867, the National Union for Cigar Makers was the first union to welcome women and African Americans.


17. In 1912, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers began accepting female telephone operators.


18. In 1925, Asa Philip Randolph founded the first labor union that was mostly made up of African Americans, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.


19. Randolph was finally able to gain recognition for the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters by the Pullman Car Company, the American Federation of Labor (AFL), and the U.S. government in 1937.


20. Owners fought back against labor demands by firing workers. Often, they would pit one ethnic group against another when hiring new workers.


21. When Irish workers won raises in pay from the railroads, owners replaced them with lower-paid Chinese workers.


22. In 1867, more than 2,000 Chinese workers on the transcontinental railroad walked off their jobs to protest low pay compared with white workers. Their strike failed after the railroad owner cut off their food and supplies.


23. The U.S. government often sent troops to break up strikes.


24. The Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions was formed in 1881.


25. Five years later, the American Federation of Labor (AFL) formed.


26. In 1913, Congress created the Department of Labor.


27. The Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914 made it legal for employees to strike and boycott their employers.


28. The federal government passed the Fair Labor Standards Acts of 1938, which called for minimum wage, overtime pay, and basic child labor laws.


29. Union membership grew quickly during the Great Depression of the 1930s.


30. The Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) organized large numbers of Black workers into labor unions for the first time.


31. There were more than 200,000 African Americans in the CIO in 1940.


32. After World War II, unions used collective bargaining agreements to work out new and improved contracts with employers.


33. In 1955, the AFL and CIO merged to form the AFL-CIO.


34. Support from the AFL-CIO helped pass civil rights laws in the 1960s.


35. César Chávez and Dolores Huerta formed the National Farm Workers Association in the 1960s to protect the rights of migrant workers, who were mostly Mexican-American. The NFWA later changed its name to the United Farm Workers (UFW).
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36. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Chávez and Huerta helped organize a national grape boycott to improve conditions for farm workers. The boycott received support from consumers all over the U.S.


37. In 1979, 21 million Americans were members of labor unions, the highest number in history.


38. Union membership declined sharply during the 1980s. By the end of the decade, less than 17 percent of American workers belonged to unions.


39. Government employees, including police, firefighters, and teachers, are more likely to be in unions than workers for corporations or small businesses.


40. In recent years, the biggest gains in union membership have been among workers younger than 35.
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1. The United States was built on immigration. Some 2 million Europeans migrated to the United States before 1840.


2. Most early immigrants were British.


3. The Puritans, who landed in what is now Massachusetts in 1620, were among the first immigrants. They were looking for freedom to practice their religion.


4. Immigration was relatively free and open during the 18th and early 19th centuries.


5. Between 1846 and 1851, almost one million people emigrated from Ireland to escape starvation during the Irish Potato Famine.


6. About 4.5 million Irish emigrated to the United States between 1820 and 1930.


7. About five million Germans emigrated to the U.S. during the 19th century.


8. Many immigrants traveled to the Midwest and became farmers.


9. Many German immigrants settled in cities such as Milwaukee, St. Louis, and Cincinnati, which still have large German populations.


10. In the late 1800s, more immigrants arrived from Poland, Russia, and Italy.


11. Jewish immigrants came to America to escape religious persecution in Europe and Russia.


12. Many immigrants believed the United States was a land of plenty. A common expression said the streets were paved with gold.


13. In reality, life in the U.S. could be very difficult.


14. Many immigrants lived in cities such as New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago where major industries demanded waves of inexpensive labor, but many immigrants lived in poverty.


15. Immigrants gathered with others from their home countries in ethnic neighborhoods where familiar languages and traditions could be maintained.


16. Many immigrants lived in crowded tenement buildings. Diseases such as tuberculosis were common.


17. Some immigrants worked for very low wages in sweatshops that operated out of the same overcrowded tenements.


18. Jacob Riis published a book called How the Other Half Lives. His descriptions and photos exposed the harsh life in the tenements to middle- and upper-class Americans.


19. The government did little to help immigrants. Instead, religious organizations and neighborhood charities set up schools and provided food and medical care.


20. Nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the United States between 1870 and 1900.


21. Between 1849 and 1882, a large number of Asian immigrants settled in the western United States.


22. About 25,000 Chinese immigrants came to California during the Gold Rush in the late 1840s and early 1850s.


23. The influx of Asians caused racist or anti-immigrant sentiment among certain parts of America’s white population.


24. Many Chinese immigrants worked on the transcontinental railroad.


25. In 1882, the federal government stopped immigration from China by passing the Chinese Exclusion Act.


26. The Chinese Exclusion Act was the first U.S. law to block immigrants based on their race or nation of origin.


27. Before 1892, states regulated immigration.


28. The federal government wanted to control immigration, so it opened a processing center at Ellis Island in 1892.


29. Most European immigrants were processed at Ellis Island in New York harbor.
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30. Many immigrants from Asia were processed at Angel Island in California.


31. More than 70 percent of immigrants came • through New York City.


32. Before Ellis Island was built in 1892, most European immigrants arrived in New York through Castle Garden in lower Manhattan.


33. From the 17th to 19th centuries, hundreds of thousands of Africans were brought to America against their will to be enslaved labor.


34. Between 1921 and 1965, immigrants were accepted into the United States through a quota system. This system favored European immigrants.


35. Today, the majority of the country’s immigrants—about 80 percent—come from Asia and Latin America.


36. In 2019 immigrants made up about 14 percent of the U.S. population.


37. The U.S. foreign-born population reached a record 45.8 million in 2019.


38. Immigrants today account for 13.7 percent of the U.S. population.


39. About 77 percent of immigrants are in the United States legally.


40. About one million people are granted “lawful permanent resident” status in the U.S. each year.


41. In 2018, the top country of origin for new immigrants coming into the U.S. was China, with 149,000 people.


42. India (129,000), Mexico (120,000), and the Philippines (46,000) complete the top four countries for new U.S. immigrants in 2018.


43. Asians are projected to become the largest immigrant group in the U.S. by 2055.


44. A program called Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) grants temporary protection from deportation and permission to work for undocumented individuals who were brought to the U.S. as children.
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45. More than 643,500 people were protected by DACA in 2020. Most of these people were from Mexico.


TOP 15 FACTS ABOUT ELLIS ISLAND





1. Ellis Island opened in 1892.


2. The first immigrant recorded there was Annie Moore, a 15-year-old girl from Ireland.


3. Today, there is a statue of Annie Moore at Ellis Island.


4. Because the waters surrounding Ellis Island were too shallow for large ships to navigate, most docked and unloaded their passengers in Manhattan.


5. American citizens and first- and second-class passengers were allowed to enter the country after only a brief inspection in Manhattan.


6. Passengers in steerage (where tickets were the cheapest) were herded onto ferries and shuttled to Ellis Island for further processing.


7. Arrivals waited in long lines in the Great Hall until they were called to have their paperwork checked.


8. Immigrants also faced physical and mental health examinations before they could leave the island.


9. Immigrants suspected of being sick were marked with chalk letters and sent for further questioning and examination.


10. Of the 12 million people who passed through its doors between 1892 and 1954, around 2 percent were deemed unfit.
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In the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the
United States claimed a massive amount
of territory west of the Mississippi

River from France.

Hundreds of thousands of people
moved west after gold was discovered in
California in 1848.

The Homestead Act of 1862 promised
160 acres of land in certain territories to

anyone who lived on it.

There were few trees to use for lumber in
the midwestern prairies, so settlers there
dug houses into the sod, or ground.
These houses were called “soddies.”

11.

12,

The westward movement had a
devastating effect on many Native
American populations, who were killed
or forced to move off their land as
others moved west.

The first overland migrants to Oregon
were a group of 70 pioneers in 1841.

The first group bound for Oregon
traveled a fur traders’ route from Missouri
over the Rocky Mountains and northwest
to the Columbia River.

The route from Missouri to Oregon soon
became known as the Oregon Trail. %

The Oregon Trail was about 2,000 miles
(3,219 km) long.

The Oregon Trail traveled from Missouri
through present-day Kansas, Nebraska,
Wyoming (where it crossed the Rocky
Mountains), Idaho, and Oregon.

Traveling the full length of the Oregon
Trail took four to six months.

In 1843, 1,000 people headed west on
the Oregon Trail. Most were farmers and
their families.

P RN T Y ‘;" 1 ? ..





OEBPS/images/f0021-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0002-04.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-02.jpg
ESIDENT WILSON IS DECEIVING THE WoRLD
EX HEAPPEARS AS THE PROPHET OF DEMOCRACY
RESIDENT WiLSON HiS 0pPoSED TriosE Wio
EMAND DEXOCRACY FOR THIS COUNTRY

£ 1S RESPONSIBLE FoR THE DISFRANCHISEMENT
F MILLIONS OF AMERICANS

WE INAMERICA KNow THIS
THEWORLD WILL FIND HIFf OUT.

o= ——





OEBPS/images/f0016-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg
13

14,

15

17.

18.

19.

21.

The 1843 Oregon Trail group
included more than 100 wagons and
5,000 head of cattle.

Missionary Marcus Whitman, who had
traveled west with his wife a few years
earlier, led the 1843 trip.

By the early 1850s, up to
50,000 people a year traveled
the Oregon Trail.

So many wagons traveled west that
you can still see the ruts their wheels
made in the ground in many places in
the western U.S.

Other important western trails
included the California Trail and
the Mormon Trail.

Pioneers carried everything they
could in their covered wagons,
including bedding, furniture,
household supplies, tools,
guns, and food.

Covered wagons were called “prairie
schooners,” because they looked like
ships sailing over the grass.

A typical wagon was just six feet (2 m)
wide and 12 feet (4 m) long.

Many household goods were
abandoned along the way to lighten
the load as travelers faced rushing
rivers and steep mountain trails.

Travelers had to leave in April or
May to finish the journey to Oregon

24,

27

before heavy winter snows made the
trip impossible.

To rest at night, pioneers often

drew their wagons into a protective
circle. Horses were kept in the
middle of the circle.

On a good day, a wagon could
travel up to 20 miles (32 km).on
the trail. But mud and bad weather
often slowed travel.

It's estimated that about 20,000
people died along the Oregon Trail.

The most common causes of
death on the Oregon Trail were
disease and accidents.

Travelers burned buffalo poop (called
buffalo chips) for fuel.

Independence Rock in Wyoming
marked the halfway point

of the Oregon Trail journey.
Thousands of settlers carved their
names on this rock.

The completion of the
transcontinental railroad in 1869 was
the beginning of the end for covered-
wagon journeys, as a train could cross
the country in as little as one week.

In 1890, the U.S. government said the
frontier no longer existed because so
many people had moved to the West.
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