
[image: Cover: Shell We Dance?, by Cora Reef, illustrated by Jake McDonald]


The Not-So-Tiny Tales of Simon Seahorse

Shell We Dance?

6






[image: Image]







[image: Shell We Dance?, by Cora Reef, illustrated by Jake McDonald, Little Simon Trade]






[image: Image]





1 Let’s Dance!


“Attention, class!” Ms. Tuttle said. “I have an exciting announcement.”

Simon Seahorse looked up from his glitter sand painting. If Ms. Tuttle was interrupting art time, it meant she had something important to tell them.

“The Coral Grove Elementary School Showcase is coming up,” Ms. Tuttle went on. “Usually, the whole school puts on a play together. But this year, each class will be doing a short performance!”

Simon cheered along with his classmates. Last year, he’d been a rock in the school play. Performing with friends sounded like a lot more fun!
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“Today you should decide as a group what type of performance you’d like to do,” Ms. Tuttle said. “And also choose a group leader.”

The bell rang for recess. Everyone cleaned up their art materials and then swam out of the classroom, chatting excitedly about the showcase.

“I can’t wait to perform for the whole school!” Simon said to his best friend, Olive Octopus, as they headed down to the playground.
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“It does sound fun,” Olive agreed.

“It sounds like a lot of work to me,” said Cam Crab, scuttling past them.

Simon smiled at Olive. “Sounds like someone is feeling crabby today,” he joked.
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On the playground, the students in Ms. Tuttle’s class gathered to talk about ideas for the showcase.

“What if we did a light show?” said Nix. The tip of her eel tail lit up. “Something really… electric?”
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“How about a tightrope act?” Lionel suggested.

“I know!” said DeeDee, a guppy. “At my summer camp, my friends and I wrote our own song and sang it for everyone.”
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That gave Simon an idea. “What if we performed a dance number?” His family sometimes did dance nights where everyone made up their own routines. They were always so much fun.
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A few of Simon’s classmates nodded.
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“These are all good ideas,” said Olive. “But how can we pick just one?”
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Simon had eleven brothers and sisters, so he had lots of practice getting a big group to agree on something—and there was only one fair way to do it.…

“Let’s take a vote!” he suggested.

So the class took turns voting for their favorite ideas. Simon was secretly really excited to see the most fins and claws go up for his.
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“A dance number it is!” Olive cried.

“What if not all of us are good at dancing?” Cam grumbled.
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“That’s okay!” Simon assured him. “We’ll have plenty of time to practice.”
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“Simon,” said Nix, “you should be the group leader since we’re using your idea.”

The others agreed. Even Cam nodded in approval. “Simon does have the most imagination of anyone I know,” he said. “But I still think factual reporting is always best.”
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Simon smiled. His mind was already swirling with ideas for songs and dance steps.

“Just wait,” Simon told the group. “This is going to be the most amazing dance number Coral Grove Elementary has ever seen!”
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2 A Place to Practice


After school, Simon and Olive got to work finding a spot to rehearse. A few other groups were already using the school stage, and Simon wanted someplace quieter.
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