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  Welcome to Savannah




  We’re having a wonderful time in Savannah, and we’re glad that you are coming to join us. That’s not just a postcard cliche. Savannah calls herself the Hostess City, and a traditionally welcoming attitude toward visitors is part of that legacy.




  Long before tourism was considered an industry, hospitality was regarded around Savannah as something akin to religion. If you aren’t gracious to guests, you “don’t know how to act” and are “an embarrassment to your mother”—two of the deadliest faults possible in the South’s social self-portrait. So relax: You are about to tour a city composed of people who, by and large, do know how to act and who have very proud mothers.




  Pick the right hour at one of the downtown squares, when the traffic is still, look around at the massive oaks and stately townhomes, and you could easily erase 100, even 150 years off the calendar. Pick a marsh view at sunset, and you could erase a few thousand.




  Planning Your Itinerary




  We give you the tools in this guide to plan your own days and nights. Whether you come as a group or independently, Savannah offers a full array of activities. Time does seem to move at a different clip here. Change takes place slowly and is accepted even more slowly. Maybe languidly is a better term than slowly, because it emphasizes that there is something deliberate and intentional about this pacing. Overall, you should find Savannah to be a pretty friendly and easy place for traveling. You won’t find elaborate freeway systems with HOV lanes or throngs of harried commuters rushing to catch their five o’clock train. Sorry, Savannah just isn’t big enough for that stuff.




  Getting Here, Getting Around




  Getting Here




  However you arrive, Savannah is pretty easy to get to. Two interstate highways pass right through: Interstate 95, a continually busy superhighway that stretches from Florida to Maine, and Interstate 16, an interstate that connects Savannah to Macon (and Interstate 75) with some 165 miles of the wide-open interstate (translation: dull and often lightly traveled) you’re likely to find in the East. And while we call it an interstate highway, it never leaves Georgia. Air travelers are going to find Savannah outfitted for them in a grand style, probably several cuts above what an experienced traveler would expect for a city this size. Other transportation options include Amtrak and Greyhound, which make stops every day in Savannah.




  Once you get here, there are several options to get you around, although the best way is still the oldest way—on foot, or as you might hear it called, “riding shank’s mare.” If you aren’t interested in hoofing it, though, you’ll find a well-developed system of taxis, a public bus system, a full array of rental car agencies, even “pedicabs,” which are kind of a cross between a tricycle and a rickshaw, driven by strong-legged guides.
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  By Air




  Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport




  400 Airways Ave.




  (912) 964-0514




  www.savannahairport.com




  The Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport is about 10 miles north of Savannah. The exit number off I-95 is 104. Delta (800-221-1212) and USAirways (800-428-4322) are the largest carriers and also have been with the airport the longest. The other airlines are smaller, discount carriers including AirTran (800-247-8726), Continental Express (800-525-0280), United Express (800-241-6522), and Northwest (800-225-2525). Nonstop flights are available via various carriers to Atlanta, Charlotte, Newark, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Houston, Miami, New York (La Guardia), Washington, D.C., Dallas, Detroit, and Chicago. Additional nonstop destinations on weekends include Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Plenty of parking.




  Rental Cars




  Passengers have a choice of several rental-car agencies at the airport, although they tend to change and you should call ahead if it is particularly important to you to deal with a specific car rental agency. Serving Savannah/Hilton Head International are Alamo (800-327-9633; www.alamo.com), Avis (800-831-2847; www.avis.com), Budget (800-527-0700; www.budgetrentacar.com), Dollar Rent A Car (912-964-9001; www.dollar.com), Enterprise (800-736-8222; www.enterprise.com), Hertz (800-654-3131; www.hertz.com), National (800-227-7368; www.nationalcar.com), and Thrifty (800-367-2277; www.thrifty.com).




  Taxi Service




  The airport distributes a rate brochure (available either outside near all the cabs or inside near the baggage claim). Maximum rates, set by the Savannah City Council, are $25 to the Historic District, $31 to Hutchinson Island, $50 to Tybee Island, $75 to Hilton Head Island, $50 to Bluffton, South Carolina, $60 to the Landings community; and between $33 and $38 to Savannah’s Southside. Cabbies are allowed to charge an additional $5 per passenger in Georgia and $10 per passenger after the first two bound for South Carolina.




  Taxi service at the airport can be arranged by calling the taxi stand at (912) 964-8016, or by simply showing up at the cab stand curbside, which is clearly marked and impossible to miss. We’ve never seen the cab stand unattended. Low Country Adventures (800-845-5582) provides airport shuttle service to and from Hilton Head.




  By Train




  Amtrak




  2611 Seaboard Coastline Drive




  (912) 234-2611, (800) 872-7245 (reservations)




  Savannah is in the New York–Miami Amtrak corridor, and travelers have a choice of several departure times each day. The Amtrak station is about 4 miles from the Historic Downtown. Heading west on I-16, take the Chatham Parkway exit. At the stop sign turn left, then take your first right. The station is open every day from 4:30 a.m. to noon and from 4:30 p.m. to midnight. Taxicabs are at the station when each train pulls in. Rental cars are not available at the station.




  By Bus




  Greyhound Bus Lines




  610 W. Oglethorpe Ave.




  (912) 232-2135




  Savannah is on Greyhound Bus Lines’ busiest eastern corridor—the stretch between New York City and Miami. Buses depart the city 23 times a day, 7 days a week, with the most frequent departures, as would be expected, headed north toward New York and south to Miami. There are also westbound options. If you are coming to Savannah on Greyhound, you will dis-embark at the terminal on the far western reaches of Oglethorpe Avenue, one of the Historic Downtown’s main thoroughfares. Head out the front door of the station and walk to your left along Oglethorpe—within a few blocks you will be in the heart of the Historic Downtown. If you arrive at night, use caution when walking, as you would in any city. The bus station’s locale used to be on the fringes of the restored Historic District, but revitalization has moved into the area, and you’ll find more foot traffic and less gritty surroundings. Taxi service is available at the bus terminal.




  By Car




  Savannah is reachable by car via two major interstates: I-95 from the north and south and I-16 running east and west. I-95 is the main artery along the eastern seaboard, stretching from Maine to the tip of Florida. It is especially busy in the Savannah area during spring, when snowbirds and spring-breakers are heading south for some winter relief. I-16 cuts an east-west path across middle Georgia before merging with I-75, which takes you into Atlanta. The following information is a helpful rundown on how to get to the main geographical sections of the city from either of these interstates.




  To Historic Downtown




  The best option to get to the Historic Downtown is to use I-16 heading east. There are a couple of clearly marked exits for downtown, but we suggest the one for Liberty Street. Want to swing by the Savannah Visitors Center for a pit stop and reassurance first? Take a left onto Liberty Street, then your next right onto Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard (MLK), or take the Louisville Road exit, which is near the end of the interstate and has signs guiding you to the visitor center. You are now essentially a block from the traffic light where the interstate dumped you. The visitor center is on the western side of MLK, calling for a tricky left-hand turn into the parking lot. I-95 doesn’t go directly into the city, so if you are traveling the north-south route, you’ll need to take I-16 (the exit is clearly marked, although it features a wicked curve and tricky dual merge) for the final 10 miles or so.




  To Islands




  There are a couple of options to get you to Tybee or the eastern islands of Oat-land, Talahi, Whitemarsh, and Wilmington. Take I-16 to the Historic Downtown area and get on any northbound street until you reach Bay Street. Continue east on Bay Street, which, in less than a mile, merges with President Street, then becomes President Street Extension. Follow the President Street Extension until it becomes Islands Expressway. In about 3 miles, it will merge with U.S. Highway 80, which is the main route to Tybee and the eastern islands.




  A second option to get you to Tybee, along with the eastern and southeastern islands (Dutch and Isle of Hope), involves leaving I-16 at the 37th Street exit. Take 37th Street to Abercorn Street, take a right, then proceed to Victory Drive, where you will turn left (east). To reach Skidaway Island, take a right off Victory onto Waters Avenue. To reach the southeastern islands, look for Skidaway Road off Victory Drive and take a right to get to Dutch Island and Isle of Hope. If you continue east on Victory, it will become US 80, which will take you to the eastern islands and Tybee.




  To Southside/Midtown




  If you are staying near the Southside, you might want to consider exiting I-95 at Highway 204 in the southern reaches of the county, about 20 miles south of the Historic Downtown. Highway 204 is also Abercorn Street, the main north-south thoroughfare running throughout the entire city. After exiting, head north. After about 3 miles you will enter the South-side—the city’s main commercial district, with strip shopping centers, hotels, car dealerships, and Savannah’s two malls.




  Another option to get to the South-side or Midtown area from I-16: Take Lynes Parkway (Interstate 516). After about 4 miles, it turns into DeRenne Avenue, a main east-west thoroughfare. Take a right onto Abercorn Street off DeRenne, and you are at the edge of the Southside. If you go left onto Abercorn, you will be heading to Midtown and, beyond that, the Historic Downtown.




  Getting Around




  Once you have made it to Savannah, there are several ways you can navigate within the city—from public transportation to a comfortable pair of shoes. Following are some ideas for getting around and a few things to watch out for while traversing the town.
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The best of times happen
when you know where

to go and what to do.
That's where we come in.

We're your insider's guide to
Savannah's most accommodating

hotels, most enjoyable tours,
and best restaurants.

Preferred Hotels:

Our Hotel partner's are the
Best Savannah has to offer and
alllocated in prime locations
throughout the City. All have
concierge service and helpful,
seasoned staff members who
know their way around town.

Things to Do:

With decades of Savannah
hospitality experience, we know
‘where to go, what to eat, and
what to do, all over town. We've
done all the legwork and all the
research to personaly select the

top tours and restaurants in our

gracious city of Savannah.

STAYINSAVANNAH.COM

Savannah abounds with things to
see and do. In the downtown
Historic District, you can immerse
yourself in historic landmarks,
museums, high fashion boutiques,
and City Market with its busy art
galleries, bistros and shops. You'l
also want to check out River Street
for famous watering holes, eateries,
and bustling crowds full o fun. To
geta real sense of Savannah, we
recommend you start with a
trolley, carriage or walking tour.

Visit Stayinsavannah.com and
plan your next vacation using our:

tinerary Planner
with Google Mapping

| * Meeting Room Planner

* Inclusive Packages

* City Wide Events
Calendar
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