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Chapter 1


Heydrich’s Emergence in the Nazi Party


By the turn of the 20th century Germany was the major economic and military powerhouse on continental Europe, determined to have its ‘place in the sun’ by establishing its own colonial empire. But the pickings were slim, having come relatively late to global colonisation. Britain and France had long ago incorporated what was considered the jewels of ‘available’ foreign lands into their empires; having relatively powerful armies, navies, and efficient civil services to rule them. Even so, the German Kaiser held onto the dream of eclipsing Great Britain as the dominate naval power – which contributed to the outbreak of World War I due to an ever increasing and unsustainable arms race.1


With the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and his wife Sophie on 28 June 1914 while visiting Bosnia-Herzegovina, Austro-Hungary, encouraged by Germany, declared war on Serbia as Serbian-based operatives were blamed for the assassinations. This quickly led to the series of formal alliances falling like dominoes to back their respective allies. Russia mobilised to support Serbia; Germany backed Austro-Hungary; France backed Russia. Within a month these countries were at war. Great Britain, who was allied with France and Russia, declared war on Germany when the Kaiser sent his armies into neutral Belgium to attack France. Great Britain’s Commonwealth countries including Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and India backed Britain; it was not long before the Ottoman Empire would go to war against the Allies. Within months a world war was raging; Germany expected a quick victory, as did all the other nations involved, telling their citizens the war would be over by Christmas.2


***


Four years later, the German Army was in full retreat from mid-August to early November 1918, but the German press was still announcing great victories. Just weeks before, revolution had broken out in the German Navy, with officers and men in Keil refusing to take their ships out to sea to conduct a final suicidal showdown against the Royal Navy. Socialism had taken hold, and it was voiced that such a meaningless sacrifice was proof that the Kaiser was completely out of touch with the reality of the military situation. By late 1918 the war was already lost, and it was announced in the second week of November 1918 that Germany had unconditionally surrendered to the Allies.3


Among those struggling with the reality that Germany had lost the war was a 29-year-old corporal, Adolf Hitler. At the time of hearing the news he would falsely claim he was convalescing in a military hospital from a British gas attack which had left him temporarily blinded. Although he had suffered a minor amount of gas poisoning it was insufficient to keep him out of the line; in reality he was being treated for ‘war hysteria’ in the hospital’s psychiatric ward.4 Hitler would claim in Mein Kampf – his selfserving ‘autobiography’ – on hearing of the armistice: ‘Everything went black again. And I felt and stumbled my way back to my sickbed and buried my burning head in my blanket and pillow … Everything had been in vain … Must not now the graves open of all the hundreds of thousands who had once marched out, believing in the fatherland, never to return? … Had everything happened only so that a band of criminals could get their hands on our Fatherland? In the nights that followed, my hatred grew, my hatred for those responsible for this deed.’5


Now German troops were marching back into Germany with their rifles, machine guns and artillery. The scene would later be used by Hitler to justify the great lie of the ‘stab in the back’. Hitler would argue that the German troops had not been defeated in battle, as regiment after regiment, division after division, corps after corps marched back into Germany with their weapons. He and his supporters would argue it was the politicians, especially the Bolsheviks commanded by Jews – the ‘November criminals’ who had signed the treaty of Versailles in 1919 – that had brought Germany to her knees.6 Hitler concluded with the following anti-Semitic rant: ‘There is no making pacts with Jews; there can only be the hard: either-or … I, for my part, decided to go into politics.’7


With the war over, rebellions in Germany broke out, with most led by the extreme left-wing revolutionaries of the Spartacist movement. The politically motivated violence would help fuel extreme left- and right-wing political movements in post-war Germany, almost leading to civil war. German cities became battlegrounds as street fighting broke out between the extreme rightwing Freikorps, consisting mostly of former soldiers, against the communist Spartacists. Even though the leaders of the Spartacist movement, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, were assassinated by members of the Freikorps in January 1919, the violence escalated, and by late February 1919 the revolutionary violence had reached Halle.8


***


It was in Halle that the man who would become infamous as the ‘Butcher of Prague’, Reinhard Heydrich, was born on 7 March 1904. His father, Richard Heydrich (known as Bruno), was a mediocre composer, opera singer and teacher, while his mother, Elizabeth Marie Krantz (nee), was an accomplished pianist. Unlike Bruno, Elizabeth was Catholic – very much a minority religion in Protestant Prussia. Even so, Bruno converted to Catholicism to marry Elizabeth. Bruno’s main income came from his well-attended musical conservatory, with up to 400 students attending and a dozen staff. Elisabeth had also inherited a small fortune from her father. As such they were able to employ two maids and a butler to help look after the upwardly mobile family, which consisted of three children. The eldest being Maria, followed by Reinhard, then Heinz-Siegfried.9


Heydrich was too young to fight in the war, but he remembered older students from his school being put in uniform, many never to return. As the war dragged on, the elder Heydrich’s conservatory began a slow gradual decline as pupils were increasingly hard to find. The British naval blockade of Germany crippled the economy, which resulted in ongoing food rationing, made worse as there was a lack of farm workers and horses – all had been sent to the front. Even so, the young Heydrich had complete faith that the Fatherland would prevail, and looked forward to the day when he too would be old enough to volunteer to help in Germany’s ultimate victory.10


In February 1919, the miners and factory workers in Halle went on strike against President Friederich Ebert Reich’s government in Weimar in support of the Spartacist movement. Correspondingly, the anticommunists and business leaders called a strike, closing the financial markets and the doors to business in protest. Joining them were government employees, including postal workers, policeman, doctors and teachers. A class schism had rapidly developed, and Halle was surrounded by anti-government forces. Thousands of Spartacists were out on the streets demanding Ebert’s democratic government, which had been installed with the abdication of the Kaiser in late 1918, be dissolved to be replaced with workers’ and soldiers’ councils, and that industry be nationalised. They wanted to duplicate the Bolshevik model that was being established in Russia with the Bolshevik consolidation to power.11


The government in Weimar reacted by sending Freikcorps troops to ‘recapture’ the city from the workers. For a week fighting broke out in the streets, with the Freikcorps soon forced to take up a defensive position in the Central Post Office, while the revolutionaries set up their headquarters in the City Theatre, just a few blocks from the Heydrich family home. The Spartacists occupied the Democratic Hallesche Zeitung (newspaper), arresting the editor and forcing the local magistrate to recognise the workers’ and soldiers’ representative council as the local government body.12


Additional troops were now sent in to break the siege and the theatre was soon targeted with artillery. The workers’ coup collapsed when the troops finally stormed the building. Around 30 workers were killed and 70 wounded, while the government forces lost seven killed. Within hours over 200 people had been arrested and martial law was declared, with over 400 volunteers recruited to man the streets, including government workers and university students. Among them was the 15-year-old Reinhard Heydrich. While he was almost certainly not involved in any of the fighting, his recruitment into the Halle Civil Defence Force, a paramilitary organisation, furthered his indoctrination into the ideology of right-wing politics.13


***


The signing of the Versailles Treaty in 1919 resulted in Germany losing 13 per cent of her mainland territory (mostly to France and Poland) and its African and Pacific colonies, and also required a payment of 33 billion dollars in war reparations to the victors. Indeed, it had spent around 40 billion prosecuting the war; now it would have to pay almost the same to maintain the peace. This caused hyperinflation, with the government in 1923 merely printing more money to cover the costs. Things were so bad that at one point it was reported that a basket full of cash was stolen – the basket was taken but the pile of worthless banknotes was dumped on the street. People’s savings were decimated overnight – money had no value. The middle-class Heydrich family was now facing financial and social ruin, the conservatory for now would somehow manage to survive – just – but the Heydrich’s were on notice that radical political and economic decline was the order of the day.14


***


Ten years later Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party would govern Germany. This grab for power can be directly associated with the Great Depression of 1929. The collapse of the international financial system and resulting crippling unemployment would drive many not only from the working class but also the financial and industrial elites into the party. The workers bought the dream – the elites believed they could cash in (which many did), while right-wing politicians believed they could control Hitler (which they couldn’t).15


Associated with the rise of Nazi Germany during the Great Depression was the ongoing scandal and inept Weimar Republic, forever tied to the disgrace of the Treaty of Versailles and occupation of Germany’s industrial heartland of the Ruhr by the French in 1923, when Germany failed to keep up war reparations. Many Germans now saw Hitler as the ‘Strong Man’ required to bring order to chaos. He promised to tear up the Versailles Treaty; to reoccupy the Ruhr; to generate full employment and again make Germany the dominate power on the continent. Above all, he had a scapegoat to blame for all of Germany’s ills; it was the Jews who were behind the evil ‘democratic’ Weimar Republic; it was the Jews who lay behind international Bolshevisms and collapse of the international finance system resulting in the Great Depression; the Jews who were to blame for Germany’s downfall in the Great War, having stabbed Germany in the back – stolen Germany’s victory at the very last moment, turning it into defeat. Under Hitler, many believed Germany would rise from the ashes.16


***


As a teenager the young Heydrich had developed an insatiable appetite for serialised crime fiction and espionage. He especially liked detective novels that had been translated from British and American authors, particularly Sherlock Holmes and stories of the Pinkerton Detective Agency. He would later turn this ‘knowledge’ to his advantage when first encountering Heinrich Himmler, which would lead to his rapid rise in the Nazi Party, but that would be a decade later. For now, April 1922, Heydrich decided his future lay with the German Navy.17


Many considered the Navy to be a step above the Army. The Imperial Navy had lost some of its cache due to the mutiny of late 1918; however, it had regained much of its prestige by refusing to hand over the fleet to the British and instead the officers and men scuttled their ships under the very noses of the British in Scapa Flow in 1919. The post–Great War German Navy seems to have overcompensated for the leftist mutiny by quickly becoming a staunch right-wing organisation, with elements of the Navy associated with the assassination of left-wing politicians in the 1920s.18


Heydrich would be joining a Navy now restricted to 15,000 personnel with just a few outdated battleships and cruisers. He graduated as a senior midshipman in 1924, completing his training onboard the cruiser Berlin. It was while serving on this ship that Heydrich met the Great War veteran and future head of Nazi Germany’s military intelligence agency, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, who was then still a lieutenant. Canaris took a liking to the young Heydrich, inviting him to his residence in Kiel, where the young cadet played violin with Canaris’ wife in a private string quartet, sometimes playing for the upper social circles of Kiel. Heydrich and Canaris would work closely together after Hitler’s rise to power and the families would remain close friends.19


In 1926 Heydrich graduated as a naval officer after serving on the Deutschland-class battleship Schleswig-Holstein, which would fire the opening salvos of World War II against the Polish city of Danzig in the early morning hours of 1 September 1939. His then roommate recalled years later: ‘His superiors frequently gave him recognition and good evaluations. He was obliging and showed that people could rely on him … With every sign of recognition, his zeal increased, and so did his arrogance ... Ambition was undoubtedly Heydrich’s strongest characteristic.’20 Another stated that as a lieutenant he was already thinking of becoming an admiral.21


The 26-year-old Heydrich met the 19-year-old Lina von Ostern at a pre-Christmas ball in 1930, and within weeks they were engaged. Heydrich was soon visiting her family on a regular basis. Lina’s family were the descendants of old and now impoverished nobility. She was in Kiel studying to become a teacher and like many impoverished aristocrats had turned to extreme rightwing politics to seek solace from their former glory; she, like her family, was a virulent anti-Semite. Her brother Hans was an early member of the Nazi Party and was a member of Hitler’s paramilitary group led by the Great War veteran Ernest Röhm, the Sturmabteilung or Storm Detachment (SA), commonly called the ‘Brown Shirts’ due to the colour of their uniforms.22


Lina was a strong supporter of Hitler and to her horror Heydrich at times would refer to Hitler as ‘that Bohemian corporal’. Lina firmly believed that Hitler was the only person who could right the wrongs of the Versailles Treaty. She went about convincing Heydrich, which was not a hard sell, as he was already an ultra-nationalist who admired strong authoritarian leadership. It would take his own personal disgrace, however, to drive him firmly into the Nazi Party – an opportunist seeking a new career, trying to obliterate personal disgrace and rejection by those he considered as his inferiors.23


Six months before meeting Lina, Heydrich conducted an affair with a young woman from Berlin. On his engagement to Lina in early 1931, Heydrich sent copies of the newspaper announcing their engagement to friends. One of these cuttings made its way to the young woman in Berlin (whose identity remains unknown). On hearing of the engagement she had a nervous breakdown, as she believed she was engaged to Heydrich. Her father seems to have had close ties to the Navy high command as his complaint went directly to its Commander-in-Chief, Admiral Erich Raeder.24


Normally this might have resulted in a sanction of some sought; however, given the obvious social standing of the young lady’s father, Heydrich was ordered to explain himself to a court of honour. Heydrich’s displays of contempt for the proceedings turned the court against him. He first foolishly denied the relationship, but when provided with evidence to the contrary he insisted that the affair was the young woman’s idea and at no time had he proposed marriage. As recalled by a fellow officer at the time: ‘Heydrich sought to wash his hands of the matter and to implicate [the girl in question]. His attitude before the court of honour, his lacking the guts to tell the truth, to accept the blame and to defend the woman, that was what led to his dismissal, not the actual offence itself.’25


The court failed to make a final decision and it was passed up the line to Reader, who quickly concluded that his behaviour made him unworthy to wear the uniform of a German naval officer. On 30 April 1931 Reinhard Heydrich was discharged from the Navy. He was devastated by the unexpected outcome and locked himself in his bedroom, crying for days in rage and selfpity. Twenty-seven-year-old Reinhard Heydrich, the proud arrogant naval officer, was now just one of the 4.5 million unemployed Germans.26


Lina stood by Heydrich, and they travelled to Halle to inform his parents of his dismissal. If he had hoped to take over the reins of the conservatory, these plans would come to nothing as his father was facing bankruptcy. Elise Baroness von Eberstein, who was Heydrich’s godmother, on hearing of Heydrich’s plight intervened on his behalf. Her son, Karl von Eberstein, was a senior officer in Hitler’s SA, who thought that the party might have a position for the young unemployed naval officer. Although his mother and Lina were excited by the prospects, Heydrich himself at first was not sure. But on being assured he would have an elevated position within the organisation he joined the party on 1 June 1931.27


Soon after, Heydrich was offered an interview for a position in the small but elite Schutzstaffel (SS) led by Heinrich Himmler, who was then subordinate to Ernest Röhm and his SA Brown Shirts. The power struggle between Himmler and Röhm would end in the ‘Night of the Long Knives’ in which Röhm and his leadership would lose out to Himmler, most ending their careers in front of a Nazi firing squad a year after Hitler came to power. 28 Revolutions have a tendency to eat their own.




Chapter 2


Himmler’s Man


Reinhard Heydrich would be considered by many to represent Hitler’s natural successor; however, the Nazi who would figure most prominently in his life would be the future Reich SS leader, Heinrich Himmler. Within two weeks of joining the Nazi Party Heydrich was introduced to his new boss, who was then in need of an intelligence officer. The rapid increase in party membership and associated electoral success of the Nazis required Himmler to weed out potential spies plotting against them; soon it would include those associated with Röhm and his Brown Shirts. Lina recalled after the war that when Heydrich met Himmler at his farm on 14 June 1931 it was the ‘greatest moment of my life, of our life’.1


It was during their first meeting that Himmler realised that Heydrich had not been a naval intelligence officer as he had been led to believe. Even so, he was impressed by Heydrich and gave him 20 minutes to outline a proposed intelligence organisation. Heydrich, using his military experience and his love of crime and spy novels, was able to provide Himmler with a plan. He got the job, but his salary at 189 Reichsmarks (RM) was well below that of a retail employee at 228 RM. There were significant benefits, however, which outweigh financial considerations: being involved in a political movement strongly endorsed by his fiancée; fighting the ‘good fight’ against left-wing extremists and anarchists – a binary world of good versus evil; and perhaps the most important – he would occupy an authoritative position in a quasi-military organisation with prospects of rapid advancement.2


By August 1931 Heydrich was working at the Nazi Party Headquarters in Munich charged with forming the SS intelligence unit, the Security Service (SD). It would not be long before staffing of the SD increased along with a network of informers; paranoia in the party leadership was rife, which enabled Heydrich to expand the SD and further his ambitions. The SD was originally tasked with gathering information on its political enemies, mainly communists and social democrats; its duties would later expand to far more sinister functions. While Himmler had no official deputy, by 1933 with Hitler’s rise to power, all members of the party hierarchy would accept Heydrich as Himmler’s de facto deputy.3


***


Heinrich Himmler as a young man had been called up to serve in the war and was still an officer cadet when the armistice was signed in 1918. Himmler was totally radicalised by the armistice, had fought with the Freikcorps against the Spartacists in 1919 and was an early member of the Nazi Party, joining just in time to participate in Hitler’s failed Munich putsch of November 1923. Himmler as a young member of Röhm’s Brown Shirts led one of the protests carrying a Nazi flag. While Hitler was imprisoned for a year, Himmler escaped prosecution and the 23-year-old became closely associated with the surviving Nazi Party leadership still in Munich. By 1929 he had been appointed head of the SS – Adolf Hitler’s personal bodyguard.4


In 1931, the 100,000 members of Röhm’s SA Brown Shirts greatly outnumbered the SS, but members of the SA had long been considered by many Germans, even by some within the Nazi Party, to be nothing more than a bunch of disorganised thugs. Most Brown Shirts seemed more interested in beer, a punch-up among themselves, and assaulting ‘undesirables’, including Jews and communists. Indeed, the SA leadership and rank and file increasingly challenged the party leadership as they saw themselves as the vanguard of the Nazi revolution, whose nationalist-socialist ideals they believed were not being prosecuted fully by Hitler, even after his rise to power in 1933. They were revolutionaries in a hurry. Such views would play directly into Himmler’s hands, as he would later claim that Röhm was intent on replacing Hitler.5


The much smaller SS was considered an elite body, totally loyal to Hitler, with strict recruitment criteria. Potential recruits had to conform to a specific mental, physical and racial type, which was directly associated with the racially charged concept of Social Darwinism. Members had to prove they were from ‘Good Blood’ (Germanic-Nordic or ‘Aryan’ stock). The SS attracted unemployed university graduates, former military officers and members of the impoverish nobility. The sense of elitism was a strong attraction for those lost in the chaos of Weimar Republic during the Great Depression. Twenty-seven-old Heydrich – tall, blond, blue-eyed and athletic, representing the ideal ‘Nordic type’ so much admired by the Nazis – would have no problems passing the strict physical and racial requirements to join Hitler’s SS bodyguard, the elite ‘Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler’. There was no way that the bespectacled 30-year-old Himmler with dark hair and small stature could meet the criteria; he certainly would not have been admitted into the SS if he was not already its head.6


The SS, by 1931, had outgrown its task of being solely responsible for Hitler’s safety. It had expanded under Himmler to represent the key security and intelligence organisation of the party. Post-1933, with Hitler’s rise to power as the chancellor of Germany, it would rapidly expand again, tasked with fulfilling this role for the whole of Nazi Germany, and with World War II doing likewise in the German occupied territories.7


***


In early January 1932 Heydrich married Lina in a Protestant church; Heydrich would leave the Catholic Church in 1935. As a wedding present Himmler promoted him to SS-Sturmbannführer (major), with a salary of 290 RM. Six months later Heydrich was promoted to SS-Standartenführer (colonel), even though political machinations by Nazi Party members in Halle, likely jealous of his rapid rise, began to spread rumours of his Jewish origins. This required a detailed assessment of his genealogy, which concluded his family heritage had not been ‘contaminated with coloured and Jewish blood’. Even so, such rumours would persist as he continued to make enemies as he rose through the ranks.8


Himmler now set about creating a sense of family and fraternity within the SS. He had approved of Heydrich’s marriage to Lina, and he now used their marriage as a role model. All unmarried SS men were strongly encouraged to marry suitable brides as soon as possible; the bride had to come from a family with ‘Good Blood’. The men of the SS and their families were to represent a new Aryan racial aristocracy – a ‘superior’ branch of humanity; conversely and disturbingly this would lead to the identification, classification and later attempted extermination of the ‘inferior branches’.9


In the November 1932 German elections, the Nazi Party, which had over the previous few years risen to dizzying heights of electoral success, lost over 2 million votes. To many it seemed that the strive for power by legal means was heading towards extinction. Heydrich’s future now looked dim as the party was in decline, not just electorally but in terms of membership. Wages to party officials were also not being paid. Christmas 1932 was extremely bleak; it seemed that only a miracle could reverse the political demise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. Within two months, however, Hitler would be the chancellor of Germany; soon after, he and his leadership, including Heydrich, would go about ruthlessly crushing all opposition.10


***


Germany’s right-wing government was in disarray with factionalism, and by January 1933 it became evident that the Nazi Party had to be brought into coalition to help stabilised the government. It was reluctantly agreed that Adolf Hitler would lead the coalition as chancellor. President Hindenburg, along with the newly appointed vice chancellor, Franz von Papen, and his political supporters were all confident that they would be pulling the strings – they would all too soon be disabused of this notion.11


Within a month of becoming chancellor on 30 January 1933, Hitler banned all opposition groups, trade unions and many newspapers. Widespread violence was conducted openly against communists and social democrats. In late February, Hitler got the green light for further tyrannical powers, declaring a ‘state of emergency’ when the Reichstag building was burned to the ground by a Dutchman with a communist past. This allowed the implementation of the Reichstag Fire Decree on 28 February 1933.12


The Nazi state was now free to incarcerate thousands in the name of re-establishing ‘law and order.’ Large numbers of those detained were beaten to a pulp, others were murdered. Those arrested were mostly assessed as being anti-Nazi, with little or no reference to criminality. The first Nazi concentration camps were being established, the principle one being Dachau. It would not be long before the ‘social undesirables’ were also being rounded up. By the end of 1933, over 100,000 people, still mostly political prisoners, were incarcerated, and around 600 individuals had been murdered by the state. Among all this a general election had been conducted, with Hitler successfully prosecuting the case that Germany was in danger of a communist-takeover and the people needed the Nazis to re-establish law and order. Hitler received 44 per cent of the popular vote. The March election of 1933 would be the last elections to occur in Germany until the Third Reich was finally crushed by the Allies in May 1945.13


By the end of 1933 Heydrich was firmly convinced that violence was a justifiable means to an end. As the leader of the SD, he was instrumental in planning and constructing the Nazi concentration camp system. That said, during the early days of the regime, Heydrich was keen to uphold the myth of the SS as a positive force in Nazi Germany, declaring in late 1934 that it was beneath the dignity of an SS man ‘to insult or to handle internees with unnecessary toughness. The arrestee is to be treated with the necessary severity, but never with chicanery or unnecessary persecution. I will prosecute severely, with the utmost rigour, offences against this order.’14 The reason for this order was to ensure strict discipline among the SS men (and women); the violence was to be systematically organised by the state but inflicted by the individuals on the ground. By now Himmler had further consolidated his control by bringing the Gestapo (secret state police), which had been part of Herman Göring’s portfolio, under the umbrella of the SS. Himmler and Heydrich now turned to securing their place in Nazi Germany by removing their direct rival – Ernst Röhm – along with other SA leadership figures, followed by dismantling the whole organisation.15


***


Himmler had been closely associated with Röhm up until Hitler had come to power. Both Himmler and Heydrich now set upon Röhm’s destruction to realise their ambitions. By 1934 the size of the SS had swelled to over 200,000 members, and they had the support of the small but effective Gestapo. Himmler prosecuted his case to Hitler of Röhm’s betrayal and intended coup, even suggesting a schizophrenic plot that Röhm was in collusion with French intelligence and Russian communists who would help the SA leader in launching a second revolution within Germany. Hitler was already suspicious of Röhm’s intentions as he had been challenged by Röhm’s ongoing demands that the Nazi revolution be accelerated. This included that that SA and its 2 million men become the main arm of the German military, essentially replacing the Reichswehr (Realm Defence) soon to be renamed the Wehrmacht (Defense Force). The Party leadership and senior members of the Reichswehr did not need much convincing to support Himmler in prosecuting their case, which also fell on the receptive ears of Hitler.16


Other enemies of the Reich also needed to be dealt with, especially the remaining entrenched moderate and right-wing anti-Nazi politicians, including Vice Chancellor von Papen, who was threatening to resign because of the ongoing illegality of the Nazi regime and the associated violence. Von Papen felt safe having the support of President Hindenburg; however, within months the ageing president would die from natural courses. Hitler decided to kill two birds with one stone: he would finally remove Röhm and his Brown Shirts as well as remove the remnants of his political opposition. This would become known as the ‘night of the long knives’ and would finally enable Hitler to completely cement his power, abolishing the title and position of chancellor to become the dictator of Nazi Germany, the Führer.17


In late June 1934 Röhm and his senior leadership were on holidays, many congregating at his Bavarian holiday retreat at Bad Wiessee. The rank and file of the SA were also placed on holiday. The time was right to strike; if the SS moved swiftly, they could eliminate most of the SA leadership, including Röhm, at his holiday retreat. Heydrich and his staff of the SD had drawn up a list of names and addresses, including remaining troublesome politicians and a few generals who were considered a threat to the regime. Within hours of the operation being launched over 200 individuals had been murdered, including Röhm, his top leadership and several of the remaining political rivals to Hitler. After the mass arrests von Papen and his key allies were marginalised by Hitler, forcing van Papen to leave the government; some of his colleagues were not so lucky and were gunned down.18


Although the SD had drawn up the list of those to be killed and imprisoned, most of the political murders and arrests were conducted by the Gestapo. The rank and file of the SA were disarmed and the organisation disbanded. Himmler, Heydrich and the SS had proven their loyalty to Adolf Hitler, the now undisputed Führer of Nazi Germany. Himmler promoted his 30-year-old de facto deputy to SS-Gruppenführer (lieutenant general).19


***


By 1936 Himmler had gained full control of the whole Nazi security system after the German police were placed under his command. Himmler proudly announced his distaste for the rule of law as he addressed the police law panel of the German Law Academy in October that year. He stated that from the time he became police president of Munich in 1933: ‘I worked on the assumption that it did not matter in the least if our actions were contrary to some paragraph in the law; in working for the Führer and the German people, I basically did that which my conscious and common sense told me was right. The fact that others were bemoaning “violations of the law” was completely immaterial when the life and death of the German people were at stake ... They called it lawlessness because it did not correspond to their conception of law. In fact, by what we did we laid the foundations for a new code of law, the law of destiny of the German people.’20


Now commanding the SD and Gestapo, Heydrich was effectively the head of the entire German internal security services, only answerable to Himmler, who was directly answerable to Hitler. The significance of this cannot be underestimated, as Himmler and Heydrich were convinced that criminality, political crimes, and social and racial undesirables were intricately linked to ‘Bad Blood’. The destruction of left-wing political opposition in Nazi Germany was already complete; now the remaining enemy according to Heydrich was ‘world Jewry, world Freemasonry and political priests’.21 Heydrich could now purge Germany of her internal dissidents in a systematic and coordinated fashion.22


Within five years the 32-year-old Reinhard Heydrich had risen from a naval lieutenant to SS lieutenant general in charge of the internal security within Nazi Germany. With his security empire in place, he set about achieving his goal of the ‘social and racial purification’ of the Third Reich. The ongoing bastardisation of Darwinian theory associated with social Darwinism dictated to Hitler, Himmler, Heydrich and many Nazis the ‘eternal struggle between the stronger, more noble, racially valuable people and the lower beings, the subhumans’. It was a nihilistic vision with only two possible outcomes: ‘Either we will overcome the enemy once and for all, or we will perish.’23




Chapter 3


Germany – a Blueprint for Nazi Horror in Western Europe


Soon after taking control of the German Police in 1936, Heydrich set about removing the traditional police bureaucrats who he considered spent too much time concerned about protocol and procedure rather than results. Most were replaced by his ideological warriors of the SS and the Gestapo – their means would justify their ends.1
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