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This book is dedicated to my loving daughters, Sue, Elizabeth, Melissa, and Michelle plus my grandchildren, Julia, Ryan, and Jeremy, the memory of my father, Irving, who took me to my first Blackhawk game when I was only ten and hockey fans everywhere!

In addition, to the memory of Blackhawk players who helped make this original book possible who have passed: Keith Magnuson, Pit Martin, Reg Fleming, and Bob Probert. Also to the memory of owner Bill Wirtz, coach Billy Reay, and general manager Tommy Ivan.


FOREWORD

In the waning days of the old Chicago Stadium, someone came up with a slogan to resurrect the fans’ delirium in that most intimate arena: “Remember the roar!” Me, I remember a solitary voice, Harvey Wittenberg’s “One minute to play in the period.” What a lovely drone. So far removed from many of today’s cheerleading, self-infatuated public address announcers. Harvey Wittenberg did not need to stir the Stadium crowd, already on edge over the world’s fastest sport. “One minute to play in the period” was a stoic counterpoint to the thunder of that mammoth stadium organ, itself an echo of the 16,666 fans’ din. In the chaos of the scramble for a tying or winning goal, the stern voice of time running out would intone: “One minute to play in the period.” No betrayal of emotion permitted. Judgment hour was at hand. Not that Harvey Wittenberg wouldn’t indulge in an uptilt at other times. “Blackhawk goal, scored by number 9, Bobby Hull,” had Harvey lingering on “Hull,” almost creating a five hole between the last two “Ls” of “Hull.”

There are so many sounds of the Chicago Stadium that grip the mind’s ear. The hollow pop of empty beer cups crushed after the game. The jingle to Tab cola being hammered out on that most ornate organ by the nine-fingered Al Melgard (like “Nike” being swooshed onto the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo?) The jeering from the crowd at a certain referee: “Ashley’s a bum, Ashley’s a bum, Ashley’s a bum!” Remember when jeering was so innocent and the crowd kept yelling, “Detroit sucks, Detroit sucks?” And Harvey Wittenberg saying, “The Stadium will pay a 100 dollar reward to anyone who can immediately identify anyone throwing any debris on the ice that will lead to their arrest and conviction.” Even that had magic to it. Because it was all part of the Blackhawks. Of Bobby, Stan, and Tony O. Of Thanksgiving night, 1968, when Jim Pappin took a slap shot that was deflected into the club circle seats behind the goal, and I tried to bare-hand the puck and was lucky my thumb wasn’t torn off. Or on April 5, 1970, when through some questionable means my father got me a mezzanine seat, and I watched the Montreal Canadiens pull their goalie in the third period for an extra forward because they needed to win, tie, or score five goals to make the playoffs on the final game of the season. And the Hawks scored five empty net goals to win 10-2 and clinch first place. And through it all, Harvey’s is the constant voice. Like a reassuring Gregorian chant, “Blackhawk goal scored by number 21, Stan Mikita, assisted by number 10 Dennis Hull and number 12, Pat Stapleton at 19:30.” A voice etched into our hearts as much as that Indian head emblem. I have only one more wish, now that the Blackhawks have won three Stanley Cups in the past six seasons, when they win the inevitable next one that they bring Harvey Wittenberg back for one more announcement, “Ladies and Gentlemen, here is the return of the Stanley Cup!”

—Bruce Wolf


PREFACE

It’s 70 years ago that I saw my first Blackhawk game at the Chicago Stadium with the Montreal Canadiens in the Stanley Cup playoffs and they beat us 8-2. I didn’t know the players, or the rules, but I fell in love with hockey. Later, I discovered that I saw Hawk Hall of Fame players, Bill Mosienko, Max and Doug Bentley plus the Canadiens’ Rocket Richard, Toe Blake, Elmer Lach, and eventual Chicago Coach Billy Reay. I have been fortunate to work in radio and with the Blackhawks for more than 55 years. I currently do the press box announcing for the media at all Hawk home games in addition to contributing to the Blackhawk web page with features, history notes, and a column, “One Minute Remaining.” Also, I did the public address announcing at the home games for more than 40 years at the Stadium and the team’s early years at the United Center. In updating this book with coverage of the latest Stanley Cups, I have enjoyed reconnecting with the old and new players, coaches, broadcasters and others from the Blackhawk past. Many of these tales are from players and coaches who are no longer with us. Also, I think you’ll find some new stories like when the Hawks won the Cup at home in 1938 without the Cup being there and how almost the 2015 Cup didn’t get to the United Center on time! Although the tales are not necessarily in an exact chronological order, I hope you will catch the flavor of not only what has happened on the ice, but in the locker room, on the road, on the phone, and behind closed doors!

I hope you enjoy these stories. Go Blackhawks!
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INTRODUCTION

One Goal—One Goal—One Goal

The Blackhawks won three Stanley Cups in their first 35 years in the NHL from 1926 to 1961, but after close calls in 1962, 1965, 1971, 1973, and 1992, Chicago came up empty for a 49-year period. That drought ended on June 9, 2010, in Philadelphia on the overtime winner by Patrick Kane. Although we are still waiting for the red goal light to go on or for the winning puck to be found, Blackhawk players and fans have been rewarded two more times since then, in 2013 and 2015. Chicago fans haven’t been this spoiled in winning championships since the Michael Jordan days with the Bulls in the ‘90s. Now that there is a hard salary cap that all NHL teams are dealing with, the toughest challenge is just making the playoffs as the defending champion 2014 Los Angeles Kings found out when they failed to qualify in 2015. The resurgence of the Blackhawks goes to the leadership of Rocky Wirtz, John McDonough, GM Stan Bowman, and Coach Joel Quenneville and their great support staff. The slogan of “One Goal” has made magic happen three times: in 2010, 2013, and 2015. The ability to hold on to a core players like Jonathan Toews, Duncan Keith, Patrick Kane, Brent Seabrook, Marian Hossa, Corey Crawford, and Niklas Hjalmarsson—plus key additions through the draft, trades, and free agent signings—has been terrific! Hawk Hall of Fame Ambassadors Bobby Hull, Denis Savard, Tony Esposito, and (before his illness) Stan Mikita are familiar sights at the United Center. Fan conventions, festivals and charity events allow greater access to the players. I hope this book gives you greater insight into the rich Blackhawk history including NHL records that may never be broken, like the 1938 Chicago Cup team that had a losing regular season record. Goalie Glenn Hall played in 503 straight games without a mask from 1955 to 1962 and winger Billy Mosienko scoring three goals in 21 seconds against the Rangers in 1952. While repeating as Stanley Cup Champions with today’s salary restrictions is extremely difficult, I think Jonathan Toews best summed it up at the 2015 Soldier Field Cup rally referring to the three Cups: “ The only way it gets better is if we win four. Let’s go!” I hope you enjoy the book! “Go Hawks!”


BLACKHAWK TALES

Magnificent Seven Remain

Just when Hawk fans thought it could get any better—IT HAS! Going into 2015-16, seven Blackhawk players remained who played on all three Stanley Cup championship teams from the current run that began in 2010. The eighth member, Patrick Sharp, was traded away after the season because of the salary cap. You really have to credit the Blackhawk organization headed by GM Stan Bowman who has been able to juggle the payroll while making deals and obtaining key players and smart draft picks via the team’s scouts. The seven champion holdovers include Captain Jonathan Toews, Patrick Kane, Duncan Keith, Brent Seabrook, Niklas Hjalmarsson, and Bryan Bickell—all Hawk draft picks—plus veteran Marian Hossa, a free agent signing. Hossa has played in five Stanley Cup finals in his last seven seasons. The 2010 squad saw ten players leave due to the salary cap. In 2013, five players departed, including Dave Bolland (who scored the Cup winner in game six against Boston) along with Michal Handzus, Nick Leddy, Michael Frolik, and Victor Stalberg. The 2015 titlists were unable to keep Brandon Saad, Johnny Odudya, AntoineVermette, Brad Richards, Kris Versteeg, and Sharp—again, because of salary cap demands.
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Arthur Wirtz with Tony Esposito

Blackhawk Landscape Changes

The fate of the Chicago franchise changed dramatically in 1952 when James Norris and Arthur Wirtz purchased the floundering team, which had finished out of the playoffs for six straight seasons. Then came the hiring of Tommy Ivan as general manager away from the successful Detroit Red Wings in July, 1954. Ivan had coached the Wings to six straight first- place finishes and three Stanley Cups.

Although he never played in the NHL because of his size, he was an excellent judge of talent and a tough negotiator when players wanted more money. Ivan was the great Gordie Howe’s first pro coach in 1945 at Omaha and then for seven years at Detroit.

The Hawks were in bad shape when Ivan arrived, making the playoffs only once in seven seasons, and he was not able to get them back into postseason play in his first four campaigns. Ivan therefore fired head coach Sid Abel who played for him in Detroit before finishing his career in Chicago.

Coaching Shuffle

Ivan then brought in Buffalo minor league coach Frank Eddolls, who lasted one season. Following that short stint, Ivan brought back the legendary Dick Irvin, who played for the team in their first two years in the NHL (1926-29). Irvin coached the Hawks in 1930-31 before being fired. (Irvin went on to win four Stanley Cup championships: one with Toronto and three with Montreal.) In the meantime Ivan put himself in the hot seat for a season and a half before bringing on Rudy Pilous who coached Chicago’s junior team, St. Catharine’s. Pilous guided the team to its most recent Stanley Cup (1961) and lasted two more years beyond that before being replaced by Billy Reay (1963-1977) who is Chicago’s winningest coach with 516 wins—more than the Hawks’ following three coaches combined.

Hawks’ Collegiate Flavor Starts Trend

Chicago lost one of it’s all-time fan favorites—Keith Magnuson (Maggie)—in a tragic car crash in December 2003 at the age of 56. The President of the Blackhawk Alumni Association was coming back from attending a funeral for a former player. It is fitting that Keith’s #3 jersey was retired along with Hall of Famer Pierre Pilote on November 12, 2008. While Keith’s name is not listed in the team’s record books, his hard work and dedication earned him a spot on the Hawk’s 75th Anniversary Squad by fan vote in 2000. The popular defenseman never played in the minors, came out of Denver University as a player, then assistant coach, and head Hawk coach for one and a half seasons. Chicago was perhaps the first NHL team to have four U.S. college players in its lineup in 1969-70 with Keith and Denver U teammates liff Koroll and Jim Wiste along with goalie Tony Esposito (Michigan Tech).

Tough Negotiations

Maggie was eager to sign with Chicago, but relied on his assistant coach in college, Harry Ottenbreit, to act as his agent. They met Hawk GM Ivan at the Brown Palace Hotel, and Ottenbreit told Maggie not to talk. Harry told Ivan that Maggie wanted a $100,000 signing bonus and a five-year deal for $100,000 per season—both of which were unheard of in 1969. Ivan informed them that the negotiations were over, and when Maggie tried to speak, Harry grabbed his leg under the table. When all was said and done, Ivan gave Magnuson a $500 bonus and a $15,000 contract, which incidentally is what Gordie Howe got his first year with Detroit 24 years earlier when Ivan coached him. Maggie told me that little did Ivan know that he would have gladly played for nothing.
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Keith Magnuson

Roaring Stadium

Maggie had never been to the old Chicago Stadium, and Ottenbreit warned him that he was in for a surprise. When Keith played his first game there, he told me that the feeling was unbelievable when he climbed the stairs from the locker room to the ice to hear the roar of the crowd.

Veteran Coach Reay was starting his seventh season with Chicago and wasn’t delighted about having a rookie defenseman like Maggie in his lineup following a year where the Hawks finished last in the East (1968-69). Maggie was not blessed with the greatest skills, but always gave 100 percent every time he took to the ice. On his first shift in his first preseason game, which came against Montreal, he knocked Canadien tough guy, John Ferguson, into the bench! Maggie went on to 213 penalty minutes in his rookie season, which was a team record at the time, and recorded 1,442 minutes in the penalty box in 11 seasons. That was also a Chicago career mark until it was eclipsed by Chris Chelios (1,495 penalty minutes from 1991-99).

Goal Scoring by Hull, Not Magnuson

Maggie’s rookie season was indeed a memorable one, on and off the ice. Not only did the Hawks become the first NHL team to go from last place to first in a season, Esposito set a modern-day record of 15 shutouts to earn the rookie of the year honors, and Bobby Hull became the third player in history to score 500 career goals. It also saw Hull hold out for a new contract for the first 15 games, and the surprise retirement of winger Kenny Wharram due to a heart condition during training camp.

The Hawks lost their first five games before a 1-1 tie in New York with Maggie’s college teammate, Cliff Koroll, getting his first NHL goal. In the next game in Montreal, Esposito registered his first of 74 shutouts as a Blackhawk against the team that gave him up.

Never known as a prolific scorer, Maggie had only 14 goals in his NHL career; in fact, his highest season total was three in 1970-71. He was involved in one of the strangest games ever at the Chicago Stadium in his first season. It was April 5, 1970 against Montreal. The Hawks needed a victory to finish first ahead of Boston in the final game of the season, and the Canadiens needed a win, tie or to score more goals to move past the New York Rangers to get into the playoffs. After an initial Canadien goal, the Hawks took command and built up a 5-2 lead early in the third period. The desperate Canadiens pulled their goalie for an extra attacker for more than 12 minutes in hopes of scoring three more goals to get into the playoffs, which they hadn’t missed in 22 seasons. Maggie had 24 assists, but no goals in his first season, so when the net became empty, his teammates kept trying to feed him to no avail!

Chicago got five empty-net goals to make the final 10-2 and go from last to first, passing up Boston. However, after the Hawks swept Detroit in the first round of the playoffs, Boston gained revenge by doing the same to the Hawks behind the play of all-star Bobby Orr on their way to the Stanley Cup over St. Louis.

Rookie Pranks and More

Veterans took pleasure in having good-natured fun with rookies like Maggie. Defenseman Pat Stapleton and Stan Mikita took Maggie and another rookie, Terry Caffery, out to a field in Elmhurst for a “snipe hunt.” They gave them the necessary equipment, a potato sack and a flashlight plus the instructions—just call, “snipe, snipe” and if that doesn’t work start whistling. Maggie and Caffery did what they were told when a police car showed up and the police asked what they were doing. Maggie replied, “snipe hunting.” The officer asked, “Where’s your license?” Maggie and Caffery replied, “We don’t have one!” The police took them to the station and in a darkened courtroom, the judge pronounced his sentence: “30 days, no bond,” and they were taken to a jail cell. Two hours later, Mikita and Stapleton showed up and took them to the players’ favorite watering hole for a good laugh. Welcome to the Blackhawks!

Maggie Observes History!

Maggie will never forget February 21, 1970 at the Stadium against the Rangers. Hull became the third player in history to score 500 career goals when his patented slap shot whistled past goalie Ed Giacomin as the crowd noise exploded and the ice was littered with thousands of hats. I know it took me a few minutes to announce the historic goal over the roar. Maggie said he never heard anything like it.

Superstition

A lot of athletes and coaches are somewhat superstitious. Billy Reay always wore a hat behind the Hawk bench. Maggie and his roommate, Cliff Koroll, were no different. Their first year saw several long unbeaten strings, so when driving to the stadium, they were determined to do the same thing as long as the streak was intact. This meant driving non-stop from the western suburbs to the stadium without applying the brakes—even while going through red lights. Fortunately, they had no accidents.

Boxing Lessons

Maggie always took a lot of kidding about his many on-ice fights, especially when it was learned that he took boxing lessons from former Chicago boxing champion, Johnny Coulon, at his west side gym on Division Street. In a preseason game in Toronto, Maggie won his first fight against Mike Walton, which apparently convinced GM Ivan to sign the feisty redhead to a contract.

One of Maggie’s more memorable tussles came against the great Bobby Orr, who later became a teammate at the end of his all-too-brief NHL career. Maggie had gotten under Orr’s skin during a game at the Boston Garden, and with less than a minute left in the game, Orr went after the Hawk rookie, which wound up in a draw. Maggie never backed down from a fight and was usually booed by fans when the Hawks played on the road. However, Maggie never tried to provoke veteran stars like Gordie Howe and John Ferguson. His biggest fighting rival was probably Philadelphia’s Dave Schultz. Maggie said Schultz was the toughest guy he fought and that the burly Flyer who still holds the NHL record for penalty minutes in a season (472) probably got the best of him in the dozen or so fights.

Blackhawk Alumni

Maggie remained president of the Blackhawk Alumni until his untimely death and has been replaced by teammate and friend Cliff Koroll. Maggie told me that he was very fortunate to be in Chicago at a time with great players like Mikita, Hull, Esposito, Savard, Doug Wilson, Bill White, and briefly Bobby Orr to mention a few plus coaches like Bill Reay and Bob Pulford along with GM Tommy Ivan.

Coaches Don’t Outlast Players

Regarding his brief stint as Hawks’ Coach, Maggie said Ivan told him, “Coaches are hired to be fired,” and Al Arbour, who coached the New York Islanders to four straight Cups, said “You aren’t good until you’re fired twice.” Maggie told me that he feels a lot of today’s players are missing passion and intensity and that successful teams need at least six leaders. Also, Bobby Hull told him that the third period separates the men from the boys. Maggie knew that Chicago was a great city with terrific fans. “It takes a long time to build a winner and you only get certain runs, but harmony and the challenge to work together will be the key to a great future for the Blackhawks.” Maggie always displayed the pride of the Indian head until he died.

Hawk Jersey No. 3 Retired!

November 12, 2008 saw the jerseys of Pierre Pilote and Magnuson officially retired. Pilote’s eight straight All-Star selections and three straight Norris Trophies as the league’s top defenseman were just some of the credentials for this Hall of Famer who toiled 13 seasons for the Hawks, seven as team captain—a record that might be eclipsed by Jonathan Toews. Pilote’s career was highly praised by other league All-Stars like Orr, Denis Potvin, and Montreal’s Larry Robinson.

Pilote Leads Team in Stanley Cup Points

On the ’61 Stanley Cup championship team, Pierre led the team in total points during the playoffs, which was great for a defenseman playing with the likes of Mikita and Hull. Pilote still ranks second among Chicago blue liners in assists with 400, second to Doug Wilson.

Somewhat copying some of the offensive moves that were partially started by Montreal’s Doug Harvey, Pilote added more of his own offensive style with puck possession, skating and crisp passing as opposed to what most defensemen were accustomed to doing in the ’40s and ’50s which was known as “dump and chase” the puck. Pilote said he emulated the offensive moves of one of his favorite players—New York center Edgar Laprade.

Pete’s Speed and Passing Are Excellent!

Pilote’s skating ability enabled him to lead rushes and get passes to Mikita, Hull, and Wharram. Pete’s up-tempo play encouraged the next super-star defenseman—Bobby Orr—to carry Boston’s offense for 10 years.

Pete, said, “It helped to play the way I did when you had a great goalie behind you like Glenn Hall and my partners like Elmer “Moose” Vasko and Doug Jarrett who stayed back when I was racing up the ice. Also, it was easier to get passes to speedy wingers like Wharram, Mikita, and Hull.”

Howie Young: The Wild One

Pete remembers the controversial Howie Young who before joining Chicago was known as Detroit’s “bad boy” for his many run-ins by trying to stop Bobby Hull. While in Toronto to face the Maple Leafs, Pilote got a call from a country music bar that a drunk Young fell down the stairs. Being the captain, and facing an 11 p.m. curfew plus an early skate the next day at 10 a.m., Pete went to get Young and bring him back to the Royal York Hotel. Young was rooming with Bill Hay, and Pilote got him back in time. The next morning at practice, Young was clearly hung over and could barely skate. Pete told Hay that he brought Howie back, but Hay said that afterwards Young had staggered out again and returned to the room at 5 a.m.

[image: image]

Bobby Orr

Young, Fleming, and Eddie Shack

Another time in Chicago against Toronto, the Leafs’ Eddie Shack belted Young over the boards early in the game. Later in the period, Shack got the puck behind his net and picked up speed as he moved up ice with his head down. Reggie Fleming saw an opportunity to even matters. He caught Shack with a check that flipped him in the air, which earned Reggie a major penalty. The Stadium crowd went crazy as Young jumped on the ice and hoisted Reggie on his shoulders and skated around before Reggie got to the penalty box. Although Reggie was never a big scorer in his four years with the Hawks—21 goals to be exact—his biggest shot came in Game 6 of the Stanley Cup finals in Detroit. His short-hander tied the score as Chicago went on to whip the Red Wings 5-1 to win the cup in ’61.

Pilote’s Rookie Season

Most players can clearly recall their rookie season, and Pilote is no exception. When he was called up in ’55-56, he played 20 games with veteran coach Dick Irvin in charge. Before a game in Toronto, Frank Martin was nursing a sore back, and the trainer had wrapped a sponge around him. Irvin came in and saw it and said, “Hey Mar-tan, unless you take that mattress off your back, you ain’t playing!” It was Pierre’s first game after being called up from Buffalo, and his parents wanted to drive up from Fort Erie to see him play, but Pierre told them that being his first game, he wouldn’t see much action and talked them out of it. Much to his surprise, when he got to Maple Leaf Garden, Irvin put him in the starting line-up. On the opening faceoff, Tod Sloan broke in over the blue line and slipped the puck between the rookie’s legs. Pierre recalls that Hawk goalie Hank Bassen made the big save; otherwise he could have been benched the rest of the game. He didn’t make another mistake and went on to play nearly half the game thanks to the “mattress” on Martin’s back.

Pilote Recalls Veteran Coach Dick Irvin

Irvin coached 1,449 games in the NHL with 692 wins, which ranks him as the fourth-winningest coach of all time behind Scotty Bowman, Joel Quenneville, and Al Arbour. Pierre said he was always very nosy.

Following a game in New York, the team was due to take a long train ride back to Chicago. The locker room was small, so the players had to store their luggage in another room. Veteran Allan Stanley who spent 21 seasons in the NHL with five different teams, including Chicago, filled his suitcase up with beer, which made it very heavy. The nosy Irvin checked the bags, and in his cynical tone said, “Stanley, your suitcase better weigh the same when you get off the train!”

Pete Earns Respect Without a Fight

Pierre was never known as a fighter, although he never backed away from a fight as he compiled 1,206 penalty minutes in 13 seasons. In a game against Montreal, he did earn the respect of one of the toughest forwards of the time, John Ferguson, whom he had several tilts with in the American Hockey League (AHL). Ferguson was moving in with his head down and Pierre could have leveled him, but instead just poked the puck away, and Fergie realized that he caught a break. That “free pass” from Pilote earned Fergie’s respect and the pair never battled.

Glasses and Al Arbour

Al Arbour, who won four Stanley Cups with the Islanders and is second in all-time wins as a coach, was one of the few players to ever wear glasses in the NHL. Al played 16 seasons in the NHL with four teams including three years in Chicago. Pierre said Al tried to play without glasses, but during a preseason game he went into the corner for the puck and started skating out without it. Pierre yelled to him that he didn’t have the puck, and instead he was stick handling with a piece of a stick that had black tape on it. After that, Al kept his glasses on, and it didn’t stop him from diving or attempting to block shots.

Louie, Louie Plus Al

Popular Lou Angotti, who assisted on many big goals scored by Bobby Hull, roomed with Al MacNeil, who joined the Hawks for four seasons in 1962. Later, it was MacNeil who was head coach at Montreal in 1971 when they dealt Chicago a heartbreaking defeat in Game 7 for the Stanley Cup. Lou and Al maintained their friendship for years with an exchange of letters. One of the last ones came from the dry-humored MacNeil, who wrote simply, “I have nothing to say! Regards, Al.”

“Crash” Breaks Mohns’s Jaw

Defenseman Ian “Crash” Cushenan had a brief two-season stay in Chicago (’56-’58). Pilote recalled a game in Boston when Doug Mohns, who later joined the Hawks as part of the scooter line with Mikita and Kenny Wharram, was with the Bruins. Mohns knocked the stick out of Crash’s hands, and twice pushed it away from him when the Hawk tried to pick it up. However, on the third time, Crash belted Mohns, breaking his jaw.

Moose

Pilote’s playing partner for 10 years was Elmer “Moose” Vasko, who was the biggest player in the NHL at some 230 pounds. And while Pete was moving up on rushes, the slower Vasko hung back. Moose did not have a high pain threshold. In New York, he hurt his ankle, and the doctor gave him a cortizone shot and told him he would be fine, and to just drink a few beers. It wasn’t until Moose got back to Chicago that it was discovered that he had a broken ankle.

Pete Played with Three All-Time Hawk Greats

Pilote feels fortunate that he played with three of the greatest Hawks and NHL players of all-time: Hull, Mikita, and Hall. All three have their jerseys hanging from the United Center rafters. “I feel Hall was the best goalie I ever saw or played with. Some say Sawchuk was better, but that was probably because when he was in Detroit, he had a stronger team in front of him.

“Stan was the greatest pound for pound. He was durable, tough, crafty, set up his linemates, and could score, besides playing both penalty-killing and on the power play.

“For the fans, Bobby was the greatest. When he wound up behind the net and started skating with guys hanging all over him then firing a puck at some 100-plus miles per hour, it always brought the crowd to their feet.”

Although his play was not as flashy as Hull, Mikita, and Hall, eight-straight All-Star selections and three consecutive Norris Trophies in a six-team league merit more than enough consideration in having Pilote’s number 3 jersey retired. Although it’s been more than 35 years since Pierre skated for Chicago, and many recent fans have never seen him play, time should not bypass his accomplishments, because Pete Pilote was too good to be overlooked!

Low Salaries

Hockey salaries in the ’40s, ’50s, ’60s, and leading up to start of the World Hockey Association in the early ’70s were meager to say the least. You were lucky to earn double digits unless you were a big star. The dollar exchange rate between the U.S. and Canada was close, unlike today. Reggie Fleming told me his last contract in the ’60s was $9,500 plus incentives that he never reached.
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