

[image: image]




“Ladies and Gentlemen, strap in for a no-nonsense, gut-punching dive into the heart of American liberty with Josh Bernstein’s Preserving Liberty! Bernstein, a fierce patriot with a knack for cutting through the BS, delivers a blistering critique of the creeping socialism threatening to dismantle our beloved freedoms. His unapologetic, in-your-face style will resonate with every American who’s fed up with the establishment’s lies and power grabs. This book is your battle cry in the fight to save our nation’s soul—prepare to be awakened, enraged, and inspired to reclaim the liberty our Founding Fathers fought so hard to secure.”


—Roger Stone, New York Times bestselling author


“Josh Bernstein puts real investigation into investigative journalism.”


—Alan Dershowitz, attorney and New York Times bestselling author


“Josh Bernstein and I have been fighting to expose the Covid cover-up, and I am happy to fight alongside him.”


—Dr. Pierre Kory, world-renowned critical care specialist and author of The War on Ivermectin


“Like me, Josh understands how it is to be falsely accused and then proven innocent. Josh Bernstein’s exoneration from false attacks is Preserving Liberty.”


—Fred Galvin, major USMC (retired) and author of A Few Bad Men


“Like myself, Josh Bernstein covers the important issues of our times with cold, hard facts. His work uncovers many uncomfortable truths.”


—Edward Dowd, founder of Phinance Technologies and author of Cause Unknown


“At last! Some solutions! We all know America is in trouble, but what to do? Josh Bernstein has opened up the debate. Lots of great ideas presented with clarity and vision. Thank you, Josh!”


—Trevor Loudon, filmmaker, author, and speaker


“Josh Bernstein was dominating the alternative media landscape while many people were still trusting the mainstream narrative with pacifiers in their mouths. His new book, Preserving Liberty, continues that tradition as a hard-hitting truth teller that you cannot miss!”


—A. J. Rice, president and CEO of Publius PR and author of The White Privilege Album


“As a sheriff, I need to be tough. Josh Bernstein is one tough investigative journalist with the grit and determination of a sheriff.”


—Mark Lamb, state senate candidate and sheriff


“Josh is a constituent in my rural district who I’ve known for years. He loves his country and seeks the truth always.”


—Wendy Rogers, state senator and Lt. Col. USAF (retired)


“I have known Josh for many years, and he is one of the few journalists I trust.”


—Sonny Borrelli, state senate majority leader


“I’ve known Josh for many years, and no one fights harder to uncover corruption and lies quite like him.”


—Anthony Kern, congressional candidate and state senator


“Like me, Josh Bernstein has one agenda, to the truth.”


— Ben Bergquam, founder of Frontline America and host of Law and Border


“Investigative journalist Josh Bernstein has written a few articles for my website. Each one on topics important to defending our liberties.”


—Jim Hoft, cofounder and editor of TGP


“Josh Bernstein has been an all-star guest on my program since 2015. My audience and I love his no-holds-barred approach to tackling the issues of our time with intellect and facts.”


—Jeff Crouere, radio talk show host and station owner of WGSO 990 in Louisiana


“Josh Bernstein and I go way back. 2014, I think. One thing I can say about him is that he is like a pit bull, relentless salivating to get at the truth.”


—James Lowe, host of the Jiggy Jaguar Show


“Josh Bernstein is a dynamic American newsman, whom I just got to know recently. We in Australia love his commentary, and he is my go-to source for breaking news in the United States.”


—Jason Olbourne, TNT radio presenter


“I’m known for climbing some of the highest buildings and skyscrapers to save the lives of unborn children. Josh Bernstein climbs onto the backs of corrupt politicians and holds them all accountable.”


—Maison Deschamps, pro-life Spiderman
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Foreword


By Congressman Paul Gosar


What does it really mean to preserve liberty?


How do we preserve our liberties and our God-given rights, when those whom we elected to protect them, instead want to take them from us?


We preserve our liberties by ensuring that our freedoms enshrined in our Bill of Rights and Constitution are upheld and not eroded over time.


We preserve our liberties by preventing excessive government overreach and intrusive intervention in our lives.


We preserve our liberties by maintaining and reinforcing an electoral process that is transparent, free from corruption, and fair for all.


We preserve our liberties by encouraging personal responsibility and accountability by teaching that freedom is the result of the first of those two actions.


We preserve our liberties by putting our liberties first.


The marketplace of ideas is saturated with books from political pundits and so-called experts, each claiming to have the answers to our nation’s problems, however, most of them typically come up short.


Josh Bernstein’s Preserving Liberty is one of those rare exceptions.


In his debut work, Bernstein doesn’t just scratch the surface like so many others, he actually digs deep and provides a comprehensive and achievable blueprint for overhauling our entire political system.


Bernstein provides close to forty real and achievable liberty-based solutions, including ten legislative proposals that if introduced and became law, would have every member of the Washington, DC establishment buying stock in Alka-Seltzer and updating their resumes.


Preserving Liberty is not just another dust collector to be placed on the shelf; it is a gutsy call to action, so radically different, and exactly what our country needs, and at the right time.


Preserving Liberty takes a sledgehammer to the status quo and officially puts the bureaucracy in Washington on notice.




Introduction


In order to show the potentialities of a brighter future, we must first resuscitate the visions of a better past.


—Josh Bernstein


On September 17, 1787, during the final days of the Constitutional Convention, while the delegates were set on drafting the new Constitution of the United States, an important and historical conversation took place just outside the hall. A wealthy socialite by the name of Elizabeth Willing Powel, highly influential in Philadelphia’s social circles at the time, approached Benjamin Franklin as he was leaving the convention.


According to most historical accounts, she asked him one of the most important questions in America’s infancy. “Well, Doctor Franklin, what have we got, a republic or a monarchy?” The question was direct, teeming with anxiety, the kind one would expect that comes along with the birth of a new nation.


Franklin replied, “A Republic, if you can keep it.” With a sense of intrigue and confusion she replied, “Dr. Franklin, why would we not be able to keep it?” What Franklin said next rings true to the present day. “Because the people, on tasting the dish, are always disposed to eat more of it then does them good.”


It is amazing that Franklin had the vision to see the trials and tribulations that this brand-new Republic could face in the future. As a man who understood human nature, his warnings were prophetic.


The Framers of our Constitution were such visionaries. They possessed the passion, drive, and determination to create a government that truly represented the people. They were intelligent, selfless, and patriotic. To think that our Founding Fathers, of which Franklin was one, had the foresight to create a new nation and simultaneously developed safeguards to protect our newfound freedoms.


But here we are, two hundred forty-eight years later, and Franklin’s premonitions about the future of this great country seem to hit home harder now more than ever before. We are, at this juncture in time, at the precipice of Franklin’s warning, feasting on the dish like a prisoner’s last meal.


In fact, if you listen closely, you can still hear Franklin’s prediction that if we do not maintain the balance of power that the Framers sought to establish in regard to limits on government, then those whom we elect to serve as servants to the people will instead become our masters.


Our God-given freedoms, liberties, and traditions are all under constant attack. Our self-serving politicians in both parties are a big part of the problem. This is happening due to ill-informed people who have been completely disengaged from the political process. This book aims to get those people engaged and focused once again.


In writing this book, my number one objective was to add to the lexicon a mix of bold ideas and brave solutions for what ails our great country. From the moment I sat down to write, my goal was to impart to the readers a deeper understanding of many of the issues we face. Moreover, I aimed to pinpoint the different obstacles and roadblocks in our way to creating permanent freedom for every American at the expense of our elected leaders.


My hope is to educate, motivate, cultivate, and activate millions of American citizens to act by introducing these ideas and proposals to their members of Congress, their state representatives, or if necessary, to demand action through the development of petitions for ballot measures that can be taken directly to the voters.


A good idea can only become a great idea when it is acted upon. When these ideas go from concepts to reality, they will help bring back fiscal sanity, judicial fairness, law and order, election integrity, and preserve liberty and freedom for every single American.


The two-party duopoly, which has ruled Washington, DC for many decades, as well as the military industrial complex and the entrenched administrative state will likely take issue with these proposals because they are specifically designed to upend and dismantle their grip on power.


As Ronald Reagan once famously said, “In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problems. Government is the problem.” He then continued, “From time to time we’ve been tempted to believe that society has become too complex to be managed by self-rule and that government by an elite group is superior to government for, by, and of the people.”1


Chalk up another win for the Gipper, as he was right. In addition to Ronald Reagan’s warnings about big government, here is an aphorism of my very own: “Those who have the power to govern themselves govern best.”


In this examination and autopsy of today’s United States of America, I will attempt to discuss our most pressing issues. Issues so pressing that if America does not change course soon, there might not be much liberty left for us to preserve.


I will help expose those who wish to keep us in the dark and under their control and thoroughly dissect the known cancer that is metastasizing itself into our lives and our government. In addition, I will provide sound, logical, and liberty-based solutions to many of the problems America faces.


Now, let’s turn our focus and attention onto the millions of Americans who are sick and tired of being sick and tired. Let’s focus our attention on those Americans who feel most forgotten and like strangers in their own states. Those Americans who live out in the country on farms, or in our more sparsely populated areas, far away from the closest big city.


Those Americans who, sadly, no longer have their voices heard in what is supposed to be a representative government. Those Americans whose voices and votes no longer really count due to their physical locations. Those Americans who may vote in every election, but their votes are canceled out by large, populated cities in their states.


This book is dedicated to you.


To those Americans, who feel as though they went to bed and woke up to a different country. To those Americans, who feel as though America’s traditions, customs, and values are under constant assault by a ruling political class completely out of touch with most of the people.


To those Americans who firmly believe in limited government, law and order, securing our borders, free speech, the Second Amendment and upholding our values and our Constitution, this book is dedicated to you.


Furthermore, to all those American dissidents out there who feel there is no hope, or the silent complainers who yell at their televisions, or the rabble rousers who refuse to remain silent and accept the status quo, I want you to know I’m listening.


Now, Let’s Turn Our Focus and Attention to What Is Needed from All of You


Never forget that the American people have all the power at their disposal to demand fundamental change. The problem is they are either afraid to use it, or just don’t know exactly how. That’s what this book intends to do.


The goal is to teach millions of Americans that they have all the power over their government and to show them how to use it effectively to minimize their size and power over the people. In addition, the focus will be on bold and unique ways to implement a new more liberty-based power structure in Washington, DC.


A realignment that, if fully implemented, would permanently alter the American people’s relationship with their government by transferring power away from Washington, DC and back into the hands of the rightful owners of that power, We the People.


We have all heard the famous saying, “Rome was not built in a day.” This is true; however, it is also important to note that Rome was not destroyed in a day either. It took years of excess, lawlessness, corruption, depravity, and violence to destroy the Roman Empire.


America, at this critical time and juncture, is reminiscent of the Roman Empire. Out of control corruption, unscrupulous politicians, gratuitous violence, and sexual depravity. This, and much more, took down the Roman Empire. How much further are we behind?


According to Alexander Fraser Tytler, a Scottish Professor and Historian, “A Democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government. It can only exist until the voters discover that they can vote themselves largesse from the public treasury. From that moment on, the majority always votes for the candidates promising the most benefits.”


According to Tytler, when this scenario eventually plays out, democracy collapses due to loose fiscal policy and massive corruption. This is also almost always followed by a dictatorship. In fact, Tytler even developed a political philosophy that shows the average age of the world’s greatest civilizations typically only lasting around two hundred years.


According to Tytler’s Eight Stages of a Democracy, All Civilizations Change in These Ways


1. From bondage to spiritual faith


2. From spiritual faith to great courage


3. From great courage to liberty


4. From liberty to abundance


5. From abundance to selfishness


6. From selfishness to apathy


7. From apathy to dependence


8. And from dependence back into bondage.2


At what stage do you presume America is at right now? We are forty-eight years over the average survival rate of the world’s greatest civilizations. Some people might call that a victory. Others might say we got an extra forty-eight years over the average. Should we just be happy we made it this long and call it a bonus? Or should we continue to fight to defy Tytler’s premonitions?


Well, if we compare the United States of America right now to that of the Roman Empire, it looks as though we should have at least another two hundred and fifty-two more years. Most historians calculate the total duration of the Roman Empire as lasting four hundred and ninety-nine years.


But please, have faith as I certainly do. Many other civilizations have lasted much longer. For instance, the Byzantine Empire lasted 1,123 years. The Silla Kingdom in the Korean peninsula lasted 992 years. Even the Ottoman Empire lasted about 600 years. We still have plenty of time to fix our country’s problems and defy Tytler’s eight stages of democracy.


Also, it is important to point out that we do not live in a democracy. We live in a constitutional republic. Lots of political pundits on television and radio like to call America a democracy. It is not. It is a constitutional republic. In a democracy you have mob rule without individual rights. In a constitutional republic, you do have individual rights.


Perhaps this is a reason those who govern us like to call America a democracy instead? Maybe they are trying to get us to forget that we do have individual rights? Remember, Benjamin Franklin did not tell Elizabeth Willing Powel, “It’s a democracy if you can keep it.”


If you needed any more proof that America is not a democracy, please feel free to recite the Pledge of Allegiance which states, “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”


Franklin called it a republic and for good reason, one of which was the vested interest in our individual rights, which are enshrined in our Constitution. America’s light of liberty still burns bright after two hundred and forty-eight years, however, the flame has gotten a little weaker. This is one flame we can never let be extinguished.


We will go back to the Gipper once again for this one. “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We don’t pass it on to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same; or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children what it was once like in the United States when men were free.”3


So, to those Americans who are still willing to fight for your freedoms, your liberties, and your country, please join me in this battle to preserve liberty by educating your family, your friends, your coworkers, and your communities. Be the change you want to see. Change the hearts and minds of those closest to you, and above all else, be focused and committed to fighting for these solutions. This is the type of book you will want to read with a yellow highlighter so you can refer back to the things you’ve learned.


The topics, the details, the documentation, the proof. What you are about to learn and discover about your elected officials, trusted scientists, members of Congress, political organizations, lobbyist groups, universities, laboratories, government agencies, presidents, and much more will shock you. In fact, after you finish reading this book, you will likely distrust your government even more than you probably already do.


Getting these proposals from concept to reality will not be easy. Many people are afraid of real fundamental change. However, if we all work together nothing is impossible. Remember, effective medicine is not supposed to taste like cherries and bubblegum; it is supposed to be bitter and nasty and hard to swallow, which is what makes it more effective.


So please join me, as I take you down a path of discovery, in which we will identify and expose the individuals, organizations, and policies that need to be defeated, defunded, or eliminated in order for all Americans to enjoy what Franklin and the Framers gifted to us; a republic if we can keep it.




CHAPTER ONE


Restoring Voter Confidence and Integrity


We must learn to identify our problems but only give power and energy to their solutions.


—Tony Robbins


It appears as if America has morphed into the hit song by the 1990s group REM; “It’s the end of the world as we know it, and I feel fine.” However, most of the American people I can assure you do not feel fine. If you are reading this now, you are likely part of that large group that is not feeling particularly too fine these days.


Most Americans are worried about their families, their futures, their children, and their safety and security. With crime rates skyrocketing all over the country, interest rates climbing higher, inflation at close to record numbers, and soaring gas prices, many Americans are being forced to make financial decisions they haven’t had to make since the Great Depression.


Americans these days are feeling stressed out and stretched way too thin. Reminiscent of pre-war anxiety from the 1940s, Americans once again are genuinely scared for their future. Many are even stockpiling supplies such as generators, batteries, flashlights, transistor radios, emergency food, and plenty of weapons.


In fact, according to an April 2023 survey, 29 percent of the adult population, (that is seventy-four million Americans) self-identify as preppers. They are preparing for the unexpected in record numbers that have never been seen before.1


In this chapter, we are going to lay it all out on the line. We will discuss at length some uncomfortable truths about the last election. We will discuss different ways we can make our elections more secure. We will discuss some bold and brave solutions, and why they must be implemented to make sure what happened in the 2020 election never happens again.


Bold and brave, if not even radically pro-liberty-based solutions, are the only measures we must take to save our country and our elections. We will think outside the box and provide the kind of solutions that are guaranteed to upset those who believe that voter fraud doesn’t exist, and the last election was the most secure in history.


There’s No Voter Fraud, That’s Just a Conspiracy


If Americans continue to lack the confidence in our elections and come to a consensus that their elections are no longer free nor fair, sadly, they will give up hope and abstain from exercising their constitutional right to vote. This is the exact strategy of our current government, which itself has some questions concerning its own legitimacy.


Through the use of intimidation, many Americans have unfortunately been on the receiving end of this government for daring to question their legitimacy and therefore their authority. Many people I know, including members of the last administration, have been targeted, arrested, and even indicted just for challenging the results of the last election.


They have endured such terrifying events such as middle of the night raids, politically motivated indictments, and illegal and unethical incarceration without representation. The current Department of Justice is using lawfare to target some Americans who dare to speak up and to silence and attack its political adversaries.


Elections Have Consequences


You’ve heard the saying, “You’re entitled to your own opinions but not your own facts,” right? It is typically said during political debates between candidates when someone is being called out for something they said. In today’s world, they call it “having the receipts,” meaning the proof to back it up.


For any of those out there who have ever heard of me before, or have seen my show and what I do, please note this is exactly how I live my life; with the truth always close to my heart. It is also another reason why I am writing this book.


According to the Heritage Foundation, there have been 1,499 confirmed cases of voter fraud across thirty-six different states. Of those cases, 1,275 have ended in a criminal conviction. This is proof that not only does voter fraud exist, but unfortunately it is also getting worse.2


In a recent Heartland/Rasmussen joint poll, one out of five voters who voted in the 2020 general election admitted to committing voter fraud through mail-in voting. This was not one out of a thousand. This was not one out of one hundred. This was not even one out of ten. This was one out of five!


Were These People Who Voted in the Election Even Eligible to Vote?


The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996. That title is about as long as the lie that illegal immigrants do not vote in our elections. I also find it ironic that the word “responsibility” is in the title in reference to people whose first act was to sneak in or be smuggled into our country, thus breaking the law.3


Even though the law strictly forbids noncitizens from voting in our federal elections, it does not restrict noncitizens from voting in smaller, more local elections such as city council, or school boards, or even in some cases, law enforcement positions, which to me, is mystifyingly and categorically insane.


Washington, DC for instance, our nation’s national monument to insanity, allows noncitizens to vote in certain municipalities in local elections. The city of San Francisco, California allows noncitizens to vote on local school boards. Maryland and Vermont allow noncitizens to vote in municipal elections.


I started with Washington, DC, and I will end where the crazy begins. Washington, DC recently increased the insanity and passed a law that now allows noncitizens the right to vote in all non-federal elections. First it was local elections. Then it was municipalities, now it is state-level elections. Any guess as to what the final version will allow?


Most estimates show that between ten and as much as 13 percent of votes in every election, at every level, including federal, are cast by noncitizens. We need purple fingers with near impossible ink to get off.4


More Insanity


So now you might be asking yourself this question: What are these noncitizens using as identification to vote? Great question, glad you asked. How about state issued ID cards.


These nineteen states all issue driver’s licenses and/or state identification documents.


1. California


2. Colorado


3. Connecticut


4. Delaware


5. Hawaii


6. Illinois


7. Maryland


8. Massachusetts


9. Minnesota


10. Nevada


11. New Jersey


12. New Mexico


13. New York


14. Oregon


15. Rhode Island


16. Utah


17. Vermont


18. Virginia


19. Washington, DC


What could possibly go wrong? I understand the safety reason argument but that is not my focus right now. They should not be issued any documentation at all because, well, they are illegal and should not be here in the first place, but that is a different matter.5


Back to the Poll Information


The poll, which was conducted in December 2023, asked 1,085 voters who voted by mail in the 2020 election a few simple questions that resulted in some shocking answers. The poll revealed that one in five participants admitted that they committed at least one form of voter fraud when they cast their ballots in that election.


When asked this question directly, “During the 2020 election, did you fill out a ballot, in part or in full, on behalf of a friend or family member, such as a spouse or a child?” Shockingly, 21 percent of respondents answered, “YES.” (For those of you playing the home game, filling out or signing someone else’s ballot is a violation of election law in every state with very few exceptions.


Parenthetically, another 17 percent in the same poll revealed that they voted in a state that they no longer lived in! It gets worse; yet another 17 percent also admitted to signing someone else’s name on a ballot or envelope! (For those of you who are paying close attention, that is forgery, which is a serious crime.)


I guess if the FBI gets tired of spying on Americans, they could have a field day investigating this poll and its participants.6


Let’s Unpack This Shall We?


According to a study, conducted by the United States Census Bureau, 155 million Americans voted in the 2020 election. In fact, the 2020 election had the highest participation rate of this century with 66.8 percent of eligible American voters taking part in it.


How can the United States Census Bureau even know that 66.8 percent of “eligible” voters voted in the last election, when nineteen states allow noncitizens the right to vote in our elections? It is this type of government doublespeak and lies that I have built my career on exposing.


The 2020 election had also the highest participation rate in history with regard to the use of voting by mail in any election, as 43 percent of all ballots cast were done so using this method. This is not a statistic our country should be proud of.


Voting by mail is not progress, it is an invitation to more fraud. This method of voting takes a sledgehammer to voter integrity measures and opens the floodgates for fictitious ballots. It also begs this question, how many of those 43 percent were even legal to vote in our elections?7


Tyranny Is Always Sold as Convenience


If at least 20 percent of voters have admitted to committing voter fraud. That’s a potential thirty-one million fraudulent votes at a minimum that could have been cast in the last election! This is a number that without a doubt would meet the threshold for being outcome determinative.


Maybe it wasn’t 20 percent. Maybe half of those who said they committed voter fraud were lying. Let’s just say they were showing off or trying to impress the poll worker or someone else and only half were lying, and the other 10 percent were telling the truth.


If this is the case, that still leaves as many as 15,500,000 potentially fraudulent votes! Again, a large enough number to flip an election. But remember, the head of CISA and other agencies want us to believe that the 2020 election was the most secure in US history.


The Evil Practice of Ballot Harvesting


What is ballot harvesting? The practice of ballot harvesting takes place when someone other than the actual voter allows a third-party group or individual to collect absentee or mail-in ballots and drop them off at a polling station or precinct on the voter’s behalf.


This practice became popular in the 2018 midterm elections—the same year that our government created the Cyber Security and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), but I’m sure that’s just a coincidence, too. More on CISA to come …


Ballot harvesting is unfortunately legal in every state in America with varying degrees of laws and regulations. Historically, states would allow certain individuals, including campaign workers or even volunteers, to collect ballots from voters to mail or drop off at polling locations and election offices. This practice is wrought with fraud as there are very little safeguards in place to prevent voter fraud.


One of the major potentials for fraud in ballot harvesting is the chain of custody. The risk of these ballots being compromised increases dramatically when third-party distributors are used. Those risks include the potential for ballots to be filled-in by partisan volunteers or campaign officials, as well as manipulated or discarded completely.


Thankfully, since the aftermath of the 2020 election, many states have tightened up their rules on third parties being allowed to conduct ballot harvesting. Let me be clear, I am not a supporter of ballot harvesting.


I think this insidious practice should be banned in every state. There are already means for disabled, elderly, or terminally ill voters to cast their votes, so this practice is unwarranted, unfair, and unnecessary as well as prone to voter fraud. Unfortunately, it is still legal and corrupts our elections.


Making matters worse, different states now have different rules on who is or who is not permitted or eligible to drop off a voter’s ballot. Some states, like Colorado, will let any voter drop off as many as ten ballots without so much as a signature affidavit!


Other states, like Arkansas, allow only the voter to drop off his or her own ballot with one exception: a legally designated bearer who is required to sign a signature affidavit on the envelope for authorization.


According to the 2024 updated version from Ballotpedia, which tracks and updates each state’s rules and policies with regard to ballot harvesting, our system lacks a standard formality that allows bad actors to use these laws to commit voter fraud. Some states, as you will learn, take better precautions, but not all.


State-by-State Breakdown of Legal Guidelines for Ballot Harvesting


1. Alabama—very restrictive. Prohibits anyone other than the voter (except for immediate family) to return their ballot. Signature affidavit is required.


2. Alaska—somewhat lenient. Allows voters to have any person return their ballot, however, they must sign the envelope with a signature affidavit for authorization.


3. Arizona—restrictive. Prohibits anyone other than the voter (except for a family member, household member, or caregiver) to return their ballot. Signature affidavit is required.


4. Arkansas—very restrictive. Prohibits anyone other than the voter (except for a legally authorized designated bearer) to return a ballot; and a signature affidavit is required.


5. California—somewhat lenient. Law allows voters to permit any person to return their ballot, however, they require a signature affidavit for authorization.


6. Colorado—very lenient. Law allows any individual to collect up to ten ballots per election on behalf of any voters. Ballots must be returned within three days of the date noted on the envelopes, but no signature requirements!


7. Connecticut—somewhat restrictive. Law allows the voter to designate only a family member such as a spouse, parent, sibling, child, or grandchild. Does not specify signature affidavit requirements for authorization.


8. Delaware—more lenient. The law does not specify who can or cannot return a ballot on a voter’s behalf.


9. Florida—restrictive. Prohibits anyone other than the voter (except for an immediate family member) to return no more than two ballots per. A signature affidavit is also required.


10. Georgia—somewhat restrictive. Prohibits anyone other than the voter (except for a family member or a caregiver) to return a ballot. However, they are not required by law to have a signature affidavit.


11. Hawaii—more lenient. The law does not specify who can or cannot return a ballot on a voter’s behalf. Nor does it require a signature affidavit for authorization.


12. Idaho—more lenient. Law does not specify who can or cannot return a ballot on a voter’s behalf, nor does it specify how many ballots are allowed per election to be dropped off. There is no signature affidavit requirement for authorization.
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