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CHAPTER 1 [image: ] ROSE VINE


BRRIINNGG!

Saved by the bell! My last class was finally over!

“Wanna walk home together?” asked Eddie Stein as we were leaving school.

“Sorry. I can’t today,” I told him. “I’m kind of in a rush.”

“OH!” Eddie said with a wink. “Do you have a secret superhero mission?”

Now, you might think that Eddie was joking, but what he said was actually true.

My name’s Mia Macarooney, and I. Am. A. Superhero. Like, for real!

Well, not right now.
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At Normal Elementary School, I’m just a regular kid. But after school, I go to the Program for In Training Superheroes, aka the PITS.
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The PITS is a top secret training academy where I learn all about my awesome superpowers. I even have a cool superhero name: Mia Mayhem.

Eddie is my best friend and the only one who knows my true superhero identity. Well, besides my parents… who are also superheroes.

It’s a family thing.

But let’s get back to the PITS, because I was starting a new superclass that day and didn’t want to be late.
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“See ya later, Eddie!” I called and sped off.
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From the outside, the PITS looked like a boring, old, abandoned warehouse. You’d never guess that it was really a secret, high-tech superhero training academy.

At the entrance, I quick-changed into my supersuit. Then I shifted the crooked DO NOT ENTER sign, and a hidden screen popped up to scan my face. Time to go inside!
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My classmates were already crowded into the lobby, which we called the Compass. Everyone was buzzing with excitement.

My friends Penn Powers and Allie Oomph waved for me to join them.

“How come we’re meeting in the Compass?” I asked, confused.
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Before Penn or Allie could answer, the whole class became quiet. Our headmistress, Dr. Sue Perb, walked into the Compass with a woman I’d never seen before.

“Hello, students!” Dr. Perb called. “I’m excited to announce our newest class here at the PITS: mega-botany! This class will be taught by Professor Rose Vine. Professor Vine was once a student at the PITS, but she is now a famous professor of mega-botany. Normally, Professor Vine travels year-round to replant rain forests and collect seeds from the far reaches of the earth. We are very lucky she agreed to teach this class. Welcome, Professor Vine!”
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“Thank you, Dr. Perb,” said Professor Vine. “I am so happy to be back at the PITS. Now, students, please follow me to the greenhouse.”

The greenhouse?
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Allie, Penn, and I all gave one another surprised looks. None of us had ever been to the greenhouse before. The PITS was full of all kinds of secret places. Were we about to discover another one?
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“What do you think is in the greenhouse?” I asked. “Maybe there will be a field of beautiful flowers, like the ones they carry in bouquets at weddings.”

“Or maybe giant redwood trees,” Allie said.

“What if there’s a huge beanstalk that leads to a giant in the clouds?” Penn wondered.

I didn’t know the answer, but there was only one way to find out. So we followed Professor Vine.

Mega-botany class was about to begin… and so was mega-trouble.
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CHAPTER 2 [image: ] THE GREENHOUSE


Everyone gasped as we stepped inside the greenhouse. It was way cooler than we imagined.

It had both indoor and outdoor spaces, along with winding paths around a huge garden area.

There were beautiful, colorful flowers, plants, and trees in full bloom everywhere.

I wanted to explore everything, but Professor Vine called everyone over to a large fountain in the middle of a courtyard.
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“It’s time for your first assignment,” she said. “You will each be growing your own plant using a botany kit.”
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