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         Dear Reader,

         
         I'm so glad that you've chosen this book to help you plan your wedding! Whether your budget is modest or large, you've chosen
            this book to help you plan your wedding because you want to spend wisely. Working with a wedding budget may be the first time
            the two of you will be discussing and handling finances together. It can be a terrific learning experience, one that will
            pave the way for a great future together.
         

         
         It might be hard to believe you can avoid overextending yourself when you plan something as important as a wedding, but helping
            you stay within your budget is what this book is all about. You will discover that it's possible to have a lovely wedding
            on far less money than you think — without compromising what's important to you.
         

         
         Perhaps you want to spend more on some aspect of your wedding than the “experts” say you should. This book will show you how
            to do it without harming your overall budget. It also has advice for saving as much as possible on your overall wedding expenses
            to allow for a nicer honeymoon or for making a down payment for your first house. Do what makes you happy, and don't go by
            anyone else's rules. It's your wedding and your life.
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         The Top Ten Ways to Plan a Luxurious and Affordable Wedding

         
         
            
            	
               Talk — often! The more you and your fiancé talk and come to an agreement about money matters, the better.

            

            
            	
               Don't think of your budget as a constraint. Think of it as an opportunity and a challenge.

            

            
            	
               Reward yourself for coming in under budget with small, affordable luxuries.

            

            
            	
               Avoid impulse purchases.

            

            
            	
               Put the money for wedding expenses in its own account.

            

            
            	
               Request overdraft protection on the wedding account.

            

            
            	
               Use a low-interest credit card that offers frequent-flyer miles for each wedding purchase made.

            

            
            	
               Look for ways to save by doing certain jobs yourself instead of assigning others.

            

            
            	
               Comparison shop.

            

            
            	
               Consider free credit-counseling services if necessary.
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         You're engaged and planning your wedding — what a wonderful time in your life! It's exciting to plan a day you may have been
            looking forward to for a long time. There are so many plans buzzing in your head, so many things to do and buy and arrange,
            and you feel like spending whatever it takes to have what you want.
         

         
         That's exactly how the people in the wedding business hope you're feeling. There are hundreds of businesses, books, magazines,
            and Web sites out there just waiting to tell you all the things you need and how much you'll have to spend to get them. While
            it's tempting to blithely and blindly spend your way to the altar, you need to think carefully about the future to avoid starting
            your married life with financial problems.
         

         
         You might feel that budgeting your wedding takes the fun, romance, and excitement out of planning the most important day of
            your life. Not true! But feeling taken advantage of and going broke truly will take the romance out of your big day.
         

         
         That's why The Everything® Weddings on a Budget Book, 2nd Edition  is exactly what you need. It will guide you to the particular budget that will work for you and help you spend wisely to
            have the wedding and honeymoon of your dreams. Being on a budget does not mean you're skimping or settling for second best.
            A budget is simply a thought-out plan for spending wisely, no matter how much or how little money is involved. Even celebrity
            couples planning their weddings in Italian castles establish a budget.
         

         
         Today, most couples and their families and friends have busy, busy lives. They don't have time to run around and investigate
            a dozen venues and stores to save money. That's why The Everything® Weddings on a Budget Book, 2nd Edition  includes ways to save time as well as money. After all, you want to be able to live your life while you're planning the
            next step in it. Wedding and honeymoon planning can't be all you do and think about for months on end!
         

         
         This updated second edition is filled with new practical advice as well as more budgeting and time worksheets. It includes
            suggestions from many brides, their friends, relatives, parents, and wedding professionals. With their help you, too, can
            make your wedding and honeymoon dreams come true.
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         You've seen those articles in magazines and newspapers reporting that the “average” wedding costs nearly $30,000 these days.
            Oh, really? Maybe when you average in the outrageous amounts spent by celebrities. In any case, the statistics don't matter.
            You choose the amount that is appropriate for your budget and then find ways to make your special day priceless.
         

         
         
         
Budget Is a Good Word — Really!
         

         
         What's a budget, you ask? If you've never put together a budget plan, let alone stuck to one, this chapter is crucial to your
            financial health, both in preparation for your wedding and for years to come.
         

         
         
         A Budget: Defined

         
         budg•et  (bŭj´ĭt) n  The total sum of money allocated for a particular purpose or period of time.
         

         
         Notice that the fine folks at the American Heritage Dictionary  don't equate budgeting with deprivation.
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            Think about the sense of satisfaction and accomplishment you'll feel if you set a budget and bring in the wedding expenses
               within that budget. Daily living within your paycheck is a good skill to learn for making big purchases like a future home
               or new car.
            

            
         

         
         Perhaps you already keep a monthly budget, planning for living expenses and budgeting for the unexpected. A wedding budget
            is very similar — a plan for expected and unexpected expenditures. If you're already a budgeter, you'll feel at home with
            the process, and if you're a first-timer, this may be the start of a new way of looking at how you spend.
         

         
         
         
         It's Not (Just) About the Money

         
         Money is a topic fraught with potential emotional issues and stress. How you and your fiancé plan for the first expenses of
            your life together will set the stage for harmony in your relationship. There will never be a time when it is more important
            to make a realistic budget without emptying the checking account, maxing out your credit cards, or, if they're paying, upsetting
            either set of parents over out-of-control spending.
         

         
         
         
         
         
The First Step
         

         
         Knowing what each of you wants is the first step in planning your wedding. Grab your fiancé, find a comfortable seat, and
            take this easy quiz together. It will help the two of you determine your budget and better plan for this special day.
         

         
         
         
         Plan Your Wedding: A Quiz

         
         
            
            	
               Where do you want to hold the wedding ceremony?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     church

                  

                  
                  	
                     outdoor location (such as a park)

                  

                  
                  	
                     home

                  

                  
                  	
                     destination wedding

                  

                  
                  	
                     mansion or a historical site

                  

                  
                  	
                     other[image: illustration]

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               Where do you want to hold the reception?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     church hall

                  

                  
                  	
                     hotel

                  

                  
                  	
                     country club

                  

                  
                  	
                     resort

                  

                  
                  	
                     fellowship hall or community center

                  

                  
                  	
                     other[image: illustration]

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               How many people will you invite?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     5–25

                  

                  
                  	
                     25–50

                  

                  
                  	
                     50–100

                  

                  
                  	
                     100+

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               How much can you spend on the wedding and reception?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     up to $2,000

                  

                  
                  	
                     $2,001–$10,000

                  

                  
                  	
                     $10,001–$20,000

                  

                  
                  	
                     $20,000+

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               Who will pay for the wedding and reception?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     bride's parents

                  

                  
                  	
                     groom's parents

                  

                  
                  	
                     bride and groom's parents

                  

                  
                  	
                     bride and groom

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               If you are paying for all or part of the wedding, how will you pay for it?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     savings

                  

                  
                  	
                     loan

                  

                  
                  	
                     credit cards

                  

                  
                  	
                     a combination of the above

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               What tasks will you undertake for the wedding?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     ceremony planning

                  

                  
                  	
                     reception planning

                  

                  
                  	
                     invitations

                  

                  
                  	
                     decorations, favors, gifts

                  

                  
                  	
                     music

                  

                  
                  	
                     transportation

                  

                  
                  	
                     food, cake, beverages

                  

                  
                  	
                     flowers

                  

                  
                  	
                     photography

                  

                  
                  	
                     wedding Web site

                  

                  
                  	
                     honeymoon planning

                  

                  
                  	
                     other[image: illustration]

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               How much will you spend on a honeymoon?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     up to $1,000

                  

                  
                  	
                     $1,001–$3,000

                  

                  
                  	
                     $3,000+

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               Where will you go for a honeymoon?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     bed-and-breakfast in the United States

                  

                  
                  	
                     all-inclusive resort in the Caribbean

                  

                  
                  	
                     luxurious hotel overseas

                  

                  
                  	
                     camping at a nature destination

                  

                  
                  	
                     other[image: illustration]

                  

                  
               

            

            
            	
               For which types of things will you register to set up your new home?

               
               
                  
                  	
                     household items

                  

                  
                  	
                     bed and bath items

                  

                  
                  	
                     electronic gifts (television, microwave, stereo, camera, etc.)

                  

                  
                  	
                     honeymoon registry

                  

                  
                  	
                     other[image: illustration]

                  

                  
               

            

            
         

         
         Once the two of you figure out what you want and how you envision your wedding, you can begin to plan all the details — including,
            of course, the budget.
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
Your Preliminary Overall Financial Budget
         

         
         You know you're perfect for each other over the long haul, but what did you discover after taking the wedding-planning quiz?
            Were your ideas and dreams for the wedding alike or did they seem miles apart? Certainly even the most compatible couple can
            have wildly different visions of their wedding day and its price tag. Whether you have different expectations based on the
            wedding you've always imagined or different priorities in your plans for the future, be prepared for wedding planning to require
            communication and compromise. It's a genuine team effort.
         

         
         
         What Did the Quiz Reveal?

         
         Did you discover major differences between the total amounts you each want to spend or in the way you want to pay for your
            wedding day? Perhaps one of you wants to finance a big fancy wedding with a credit card, an idea that makes the other person
            ready to faint.
         

         
         Such differences in opinion are easier to overcome than you might think. By making a budget, you can decide on your priorities
            and spend money on them instead of letting money dribble out for items that aren't as important. When you know you have less
            to spend on other things, you can find ways to save instead of automatically increasing your spending.
         

         
         
         
         Decide Now What's Most Important

         
         Ask yourselves which features of the wedding are important to you. Each of you should make a list and star the two or three
            items that are the most important. Is it the ceremony itself? The reception? The wedding dress? Flowers? Think about it.
         

         
         Compare your two lists. How closely do you and your fiancé agree on the big expenditures?
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            In wedding budgets, there is the reception, and then there is everything else. The reception can cost up to 50 percent of
               the total budget. This includes the price of renting the reception hall or space itself as well as providing food and beverages
               for your guests.
            

            
         

         
         Which two or three features matter most to you? Let's say you've picked the dress, the flowers, and the reception. Your fiancé
            is most concerned about the reception and the music. Now you know you'll need to figure out some compromises and decide where
            to focus money and time within your budget.
         

         
         Check your lists to see whether you left off any potential wedding expenses. Omissions may point to areas that neither of
            you rate as a priority, and you can start your savings there. For instance, if neither of you mentioned the honeymoon, you
            may be able to save money by opting for a less expensive locale.
         

         
         
         
         
         
Putting Your Heads Together
         

         
         Now it's time to get together with those involved in footing the bill for the wedding and reception. Is the bride's family
            paying or is the groom's? Are you, as a couple, paying for it yourselves? Many couples are getting married later these days
            and they are financially secure enough to pay for their own wedding. They want to make decisions themselves without input
            or interference from parents. Today there are no rules for who pays.
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            Make sure each financially involved party gives you a firm dollar amount. Hashing out details now might be uncomfortable,
               but it will save you from the anguish of a potentially disastrous misunderstanding later.
            

            
         

         
         
         Are There Strings Attached to the Money?

         
         If your family is paying, ask how much they are willing to spend. How flexible is their offer? Can they adjust the amount
            for unforeseen expenses? Work out how your family will transfer the money to you and when it will be available.
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            More and more couples are paying for their own weddings. The latest studies show that 32 percent of couples now pay for their
               own nuptials. An estimated 30 percent of brides' parents pay for the wedding, according to Condé Nast Bridal Group.
            

            
         

         
         Remember that when others are helping to foot the bill, they usually feel they have something to say about how the money is
            spent. You and your fiancé have to carefully consider the hidden costs of accepting money if you feel there may be problems.
            Your wedding — and the planning that goes into it — is supposed to be a joyous occasion, not one fraught with controversy
            and conflict. You may have to choose your battles. If there are ongoing disagreements, decide what you absolutely must have
            and weigh it against your family's financial help. You may find that some things aren't as important as you thought.
         

         
         If you and your fiancé are paying for your own wedding, how will you make it work? First, set up a joint account just for
            the wedding. Having a wedding-specific account will help you keep track of how much you have spent and how much you have left.
         

         
         
         
         
         
Three Budget Categories
         

         
         All couples have varying financial resources and differing expectations for their wedding. That said, it's still important
            for you to get a feel for some general guidelines. Follow three couples as they plan their budgets.
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            Wedding expenses are on the rise. Nearly every aspect of the wedding has increased more than 20 percent since 2002, according
               to CNNMoney.com. The site reports that the average amount spent on a wedding is now at $27,852, up 100 percent since 1990.
            

            
         

         
         
         A Modest Budget

         
         Susan and her fiancé Nick are planning a modest wedding with about two dozen friends and family members. They're college sweethearts
            who are about to graduate. Because their parents helped a lot with college, Susan and Nick don't want to ask them to pay for
            the wedding. They are both starting new jobs, so they don't have much money or time. Together they have established an objective
            of saving on wedding expenses so they can put a down payment on a house in the near future and begin paying off some student
            loans.
         

         
         In spite of their long-term financial goals, there's no need for Susan and Nick to feel they are compromising on the quality
            of their wedding. According to Susan, “When it really comes down to it, Nick and I don't want a lavish wedding. We'll just
            have those people who are really special with us on our wedding day.” They'd like to hold their expenses under $5,000. Theirs
            is a modest budget.
         

         
         
         
         A Moderate Budget

         
         Kylie's parents are paying for her wedding. They're working with a budget of approximately $20,000. Her fiancé's parents may
            pick up a few traditional expenses as well. Nevertheless, Kylie and Sean are staying conscious of expenses; they don't want
            their parents to feel strained. Let's call their budget moderate.
         

         
         
         
         A Luxurious Wedding

         
         Lynn and her fiancé, John, have been living together and sharing expenses for the past two years, and they command high salaries
            for their careers as real-estate consultants. Together, Lynn and John have set up a checking account with $50,000 designated
            for wedding expenses.
         

         
         “We want to celebrate our wedding day with a big party and invite all our friends and some business associates,” Lynn explained.
            “Our jobs are dynamic and our days are long, so I'm hiring a wedding consultant to help me plan the wedding. We're pulling
            out all the stops to have a lavish, elegant day.” Lynn and John's budget can be called luxurious.
         

         
         
         
         What's Your Budget?

         
         First, sit down and decide how much you can spend. That's your bottom figure. Then decide how much you could stretch that
            if you had to. Your budget must include a substantial cushion to cover any miscellaneous or unexpected expenses. Even if you
            are a strict budgeter, plan for a certain amount — what you feel you can afford — for unexpected expenditures.
         

         
         Given your own sense of how much money is “a lot” as well as what you've read in magazines or heard from friends, determine
            which category your budget falls into: modest, moderate, or luxurious.
         

         
         Of course, what these categories really mean will be different depending on which part of the country you're in and the locale
            of your wedding. For example, a budget some would consider moderate in Crossett, Arkansas, could be termed modest in Atlanta,
            Georgia. However, large cities may give you more options for a less expensive wedding. Small towns may have only one vendor
            for a wedding gown and one photographer. Be aware that you may incur additional expenses for travel time — either because
            you have to drive to a bigger city to find what you want or because you choose more distant vendors to come to you.
         

         
         
         
         
         
The Latest Tips for Budget Success
         

         
         Perhaps you've heard the statistic that 50 percent of all marriages in the United States end in divorce. Experts debate that
            statistic, saying it's misleading to compare the new marriages in a given year with the total number of divorces filed. However,
            the fact is that most divorced couples report money problems as a large factor in the failure of their relationship.
         

         
         
         Plan for the Future

         
         Think of your wedding budget as one of the first times you and your fiancé will discuss your attitudes about money, plan expenditures,
            and work together to execute your plan. It's the perfect place to lay a strong foundation for a successful financial union.
            Even if one of you is doing most of the planning and spending, it's important that you both agree on how this will be done.
            That spirit of budgetary responsibility will reflect itself in marital harmony.
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            Always ask if you qualify for a discount. There are discounts for students, senior citizens, AAA members, and repeat customers.
               Some vendors also give you a discount if you work in a certain business or profession.
            

            
         

         
         Making your financial decisions — for the wedding and for life — through discussion, compromise, and sound budget principles
            will set you up for success. Apply these principles to your wedding expenses, and you will know what to expect for your financial
            future together.
         

         
         
         
         What Is Your Money Personality?

         
         People deal with money in vastly different ways. It helps to figure out how you and your fiancé each handle money and how
            your strategies differ. From there you can work together to find a way to handle your finances in a way that suits both of
            you. Most people are a combination of the following personality types:
         

         
         
            
            	
               Impulsive Spender:  A stressful day at the office drives you to frivolous spending at the mall or an expensive dinner at a restaurant on the
                  way home. You feel you work hard and deserve to have what you want. After all, you only live once.
               

            

            
            	
               Frugal (Non-)Spender:  Save, save, save! You adhere to the philosophy that you never know when you might need some extra cash. You find it hard
                  to spend money, and you give every potential purchase so much thought that others squirm when they're out shopping with you.
               

            

            
            	
               Bingeing Consumer:  You save money for a long time, then go on a spending spree.
               

            

            
            	
               Ostrich:  You avoid thinking about money. You spend it, of course, but you don't keep a balanced checkbook, and you have made a few
                  financial missteps that have cost you in late fees or other penalties.
               

            

            
            	
               Worrier:  You stress over your finances constantly. You are meticulous about organizing financial records, paying your bills on time,
                  and keeping your checkbook balanced.
               

            

            
         

         
         It's hardest — but not impossible — for two extremes to work together. For example, impulsive spenders and frugal spenders
            who marry face challenges simply because their attitudes toward money vary so drastically. In any case, be sensitive to your
            fiancé's money personality as the two of you plan your wedding together.
         

         
         
         
         Personal Stories

         
         “My parents are divorced,” recounts Susan, “and I can remember hearing a lot of arguments about money. I don't want that with
            Nick, so we've done a lot of talking about how we'll deal with money issues when we're married. We're not going to get into
            a lot of debt to get married — partly because we want a house within the next year or two, and partly because we feel like
            we've already gotten into a lot of debt getting our college degrees. We hope we'll have good jobs very soon, but we do want
            to be careful.”
         

         
         Kylie's parents have a long-lasting marriage and are co-owners of a business. They make money decisions in both their marriage
            and their business with ease. Sean's parents often disagree about how to spend money; however, they find ways to compromise.
            Both Kylie and Sean feel their parents have been good role models for how couples should handle money.
         

         
         
            
            
[image: illustration]Question?
            

            
            How can I prevent impulsive purchases or financial commitments? 
            

            
            Before making a purchase for your wedding, ask yourself if you really need the item, or if you just want it. Make it a rule
               to think about it overnight and see how you feel the next day.
            

            
         

         
         Lynn reports that she often heads to the mall or tunes in to the TV shopping channels when she's had an unusually tiring and
            stressful day. She has had to consciously work on not making impulsive purchases.
         

         
         “John tends to make impulsive purchases, too, but it happens more because he sees a good deal, not because he's stressed,”
            Lynn says. “I don't think either of us makes decisions about money based on how our parents handled money issues. I think
            it's more that we have to have a faster-paced way of making money decisions given our careers and the work that we do.”
         

         
         Lynn also knows that despite having money set aside for a lavish wedding, expenses can spiral out of control if she falls
            into her habitual pattern of spending impulsively when she's tired and stressed.
         

         
         Susan and Nick, Kylie and Sean, and Lynn and John all understand how their attitudes toward money will affect their wedding
            planning and their lives together. Lynn recognizes her spending personality and knows how it can affect the wedding budget.
            The other couples realize that communication is the key to making their budgets work.
         

         
         
         
         
         
Wedding Budget Worksheet
         

         
         Use this worksheet to document expenses for your wedding. Keeping track of everything you spend ensures that you stay within
            your budget. Make a copy of the worksheet and tuck it into your purse or daily calendar so you remember to record entries
            as soon as you make purchases. You might need to customize this worksheet a bit, depending on your particular wedding plans.
         

         
         
         
         
            
               
               
            
            
               
                  	
                     Wedding consultant:
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                     Ceremony site fee:
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                     Reception site food and beverages:
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                     Bridal attire 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Dress:
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                     Headpiece:
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                     Shoes:
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                     Undergarments and pantyhose:
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                     Hairdresser and makeup:
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                     Miscellaneous:
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                     Groom's attire 
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Tuxedo rental or purchase:
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                     Shoes:
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                     Underwear and socks:
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                     Miscellaneous:

                  
                  	
                     $[image: illustration]

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Stationery and postage 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Save-the-date cards:
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                     Invitations:
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                     Thank-you cards:
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                     Programs:
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                     Postage:
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                     Miscellaneous:
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                     Flowers 
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Bridal bouquet:
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                     Attendants' bouquets:
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                     Corsages and boutonnieres:
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                     Ceremony site flowers and decorations:
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                     Reception site flowers and decorations:
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                     Miscellaneous flowers and decorations:
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                     Music 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Ceremony site music:
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                     Reception site music:
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                     Other: 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Wedding cake:
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                     Transportation:
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                     Photography:
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                     Videography:
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                     Wedding favors and frills:
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                     Wedding party gifts:
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                     Tips:
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                     Miscellaneous:
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                     Fees 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Officiant:
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                     Marriage license:
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                     Blood tests:
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                     Miscellaneous 
                     

                  
                  	
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Wedding insurance:
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                     Wedding party expenses (hotel, airfare, etc.):
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                     Wedding Web site:
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                     Entertainment expenses for out-of-town guests:
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                     Engagement dinner:
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                     Rehearsal dinner:
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                     Utensils (cake knife, toasting flutes, etc.):
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                     Honeymoon 
                     

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Airfare:

                  
                  	
                     $[image: illustration]

                  
               

               
                  	
                     Car rental:
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                     Accommodations:
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                     Food:
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                     Entertainment:
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                     Travel insurance:
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                     Miscellaneous:
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                     Total: 
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