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Chapter 1 A Weekend Guest


From the waiting room, Amy Purvis heard her mom ending a phone call in the vet clinic office. Dr. Purvis was a veterinarian. Amy figured she was talking to a new pet owner. Maybe someone whose cat needed their shots. Or someone whose dog had eaten chocolate. Her mom got a lot of those calls.
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“Mom!” Amy called. “I’ll be in the car!”

Amy didn’t want to be late to meet her friends at The Critter Club. That was the animal rescue shelter Amy had started with her best friends, Ellie, Liz, and Marion.

“Okay!” Amy’s mom called back. “I’m right behind you!”

They hopped into the minivan.

“That was your dad on the phone,” Amy’s mom said.
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“Oh!” Amy replied in surprise. So, not a pet owner after all. Amy’s dad and mom were divorced. He lived in Orange Blossom, just one town over.

“Chloe is going to come stay for the weekend,” Dr. Purvis continued. “How does that sound?”

“Really?” Amy cried out in delight. “That sounds amazing!” Amy’s dad had remarried a woman named Julia. And Chloe was Julia’s daughter. But Chloe was nothing like the evil stepsisters in fairy tales.

Amy was so excited!
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“And that’s not all,” Dr. Purvis said. “There’s a gems and minerals exhibit at the Natural History Museum. I thought we could take Chloe.”
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Amy thought that was the best idea. “Chloe will love that,” she said. Chloe was very into gems. She and her friends had started a jewelry-making club. They called it the Sapphire Society.

Now Amy was even more excited to get to The Critter Club. She wanted to tell her friends about Chloe’s visit!

Dr. Purvis pulled up to a barn. It belonged to their friend Ms. Sullivan. A while back, Amy and her friends had found Ms. Sullivan’s lost puppy, Rufus. Then Ms. Sullivan had offered the big, empty barn for the girls to use for The Critter Club.
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Inside, Amy found Liz and Marion. “I have news!” Amy told them excitedly. She looked around. “But where’s Ellie?”
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Just then, Ellie hurried in, out of breath. She was holding a small glass tank covered with a cloth.
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For a moment, Amy forgot about Chloe.

“What’s that?” Amy asked Ellie.

“A surprise!” Ellie replied with a smile. She put the tank down on a table. She paused dramatically with her hand on the cloth. Then she whisked it off.
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Amy, Liz, and Marion all gasped.

Inside the tank was a snake! A few stripes ran lengthwise down its long, narrow body.

“Everyone,” said Ellie, “meet Noodle!”
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Chapter 2 Another Guest


Liz was still staring at the snake. “Is it yours?” she asked Ellie.

Ellie shook her head no. “Noodle belongs to my cousin Hailey,” Ellie explained. “She and my aunt and uncle are on vacation. So Hailey asked if we could take care of him for a few days.”

Ellie looked at her friends, waiting for their response.

“I hope it’s okay that I said yes,” she added. “I should have asked you all first.”

“Of course it’s okay,” Amy said.

Marion snapped into organization mode. “We’ll need to do some research,” she said. “We’ve never taken care of a snake.”

[image: Image]


[image: Image]


“Wait!” Ellie cried. She pulled a folded paper out of her pocket. “Hailey left a bunch of instructions. ‘Noodle likes frogs, worms, fish, and other bugs,’ ” she read from the paper. “He’s definitely not a vegetarian!”
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