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            How to Use This Book

            Kaplan has prepared students to take standardized tests for more than 75 years. Our team of teachers and researchers knows more about preparation for the GRE than anyone else, and you’ll find Kaplan’s accumulated knowledge and experience throughout this book. The GRE is a standardized test, so every administration covers the same content in roughly the same way. This is good news for you; it means that the best way to prepare is to focus on the sort of questions you are likely to see on Test Day. The main focus of this book is on strategic reviews, exercises, and practice tests with explanations that will help you brush up on your vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing skills. If possible, work through this book a little at a time over the course of several weeks. There is a lot of material to absorb, and it’s hard to do all at once.

            Getting Started

            Part 1 of this book, “Getting Started,” provides you with background information on the Verbal Reasoning section of the test, what it covers, and how it’s organized.

            Verbal Reasoning Section

            The Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE contains three main question types: Text Completion, Sentence Equivalence, and Reading Comprehension. Part 3 of this book covers these types with strategies and sample questions. Your focus here should be to familiarize yourself with the question types so you won’t be trying to figure out how to approach them on Test Day.

            Read the explanations to all the questions—even those you got right. Often the explanations will contain strategies that show you how you could have gotten to the answer more quickly and efficiently.

            Analytical Writing Section

            The analytical writing content review covers grammar, mechanics, and style, as well as strategies for writing effective paragraphs and essays. The final chapters of this workbook cover sample GRE prompts. Using these prompts, you can practice the skills you have learned to write strong essays. In addition to sample prompts, we’ve also included sample top-scoring essays so you can review the qualities that earn an essay a high score.

            Verbal Content Review

            Once you have the big picture, focus on the content. Part 2 of this book, “Verbal Content Review,” gives you a complete tour of the vocabulary that you will see on Test Day. The material in the verbal content review is divided into particular subjects. Each subject begins with a review, followed by practice questions. This structure makes it easy for you to pinpoint the vocabulary concepts you need to review and quickly get your skills up to speed.

            If you find that you would like access to more of Kaplan’s practice tests and quizzes, as well as in-depth instruction on the question types and strategies, look into the variety of course options available at kaptest.com/GRE.

            If you have questions about what you’re studying, ask our expert GRE faculty on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/KaplanGradPrep.

            Thanks for choosing Kaplan. We wish you the best of luck on your journey to graduate school.

        

    

Part One

Getting Started




        

        
            Chapter 1

            Introduction to GRE Verbal

        

        Understanding the GRE Verbal Reasoning Section

        The Verbal Reasoning sections of the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) emphasize complex reasoning skills and reward your ability to analyze the relationships among words and sentences as they are used in context. The exam tests vocabulary contextually, and the reading passages are both dense and written with a sophisticated level of diction. The goal of the test’s content and emphasis on analytical skills is to provide an accurate indication of your ability to understand what you’re reading and to apply reasoning skills to the text’s premises and arguments. These are all skills you will need at the graduate level.

        To perform well on the Verbal Reasoning section—to answer correctly as many questions as possible—you need to have a good grasp of vocabulary and the ability to apply reasoning skills. Part 2 of this book explains the various question types in detail. Part 3 reviews the foundations of vocabulary. Every chapter offers plenty of opportunities to practice and review your answers.

    


MST Mechanics

The GRE is a multi-stage test (MST). While working within a section of the test, you may skip questions and return to them as long as time remains for the section. The test is computer based, presented in an interface with tools such as a Mark button (to indicate a question you want to examine later within the time allowed for that section), a Review button (to see your progress on the entire set of questions in a section), and an optional time display. As you prepare for Test Day, consider how these computer capabilities may help you manage your time for each section.

As best you can, approach the exam as you would a paper-based one. After all, the idea behind the MST is that it will feel more comfortable and familiar than some other computer-based or adaptive tests, on which you cannot move about freely within a section. Use the MST’s design to your advantage. If a question looks too daunting, skip it. Use the Mark button to remind you to come back to the question when you have time at the end of that section. By doing so, you can better organize your time by keeping track of which questions you are done with and which ones need a second look.

Finally, having an on-screen timer (which appears in the corner of the display) works to your advantage, helping you keep track of the time remaining in the section. But if you find yourself looking at it so frequently that it becomes a distraction, turn it off for a few minutes and refocus your attention on the test. Use the timer to help you make good decisions about how to spend your time within the section, but don’t let it prevent you from concentrating on the questions.


        

        Verbal Reasoning Question Types

        The GRE MST contains two Verbal Reasoning sections with 20 questions each. Each section lasts 30 minutes and contains a selection of the following question types:

        
            	Text Completion

            	Sentence Equivalence

            	Reading Comprehension

        

        The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE rewards a strong, university-level vocabulary and facility with understanding and analyzing written material. Specifically, it evaluates your ability to do the following:

        
            	accurately paraphrase sentences and paragraphs

            	derive a word’s meaning based on its context

            	detect relationships among words

            	understand the logic of sentences and paragraphs

            	draw inferences

            	recognize major, minor, and irrelevant points

            	summarize ideas

            	understand passage and paragraph structure

            	recognize an author’s tone, purpose, and perspective

        

        The GRE assesses those skills with an assortment of Text Completion, Sentence Equivalence, and Reading Comprehension items. The following chart shows how many questions of each type you can expect, as well as the average amount of time you should spend per question.

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                        	Text Completion
                        	Sentence Equivalence
                        	Reading Comprehension
                    

                    
                        	Number of Questions
                        	Approx. 6
                        	Approx. 4
                        	Approx. 10
                    

                    
                        	Time per Question
                        	1–1.5 minutes
                        	1 minute
                        	1–3 minutes, depending on the length, to read the passage and 1 minute to answer each question
                    

                
            

        

    


Text Completion

You will find about six Text Completion questions in each Verbal Reasoning section. These questions consist of single sentences or short paragraphs of two or three sentences. The text has blanks replacing one, two, or three words. Your task is to select one word for each blank from a column of corresponding choices to complete the text logically. This question type tests your ability to read strategically—to recognize the point of a sentence and find the best word(s) to fit its meaning.

Chapter 2 presents the Kaplan Method for answering Text Completion questions and strategies to help you solve them efficiently.




Sentence Equivalence

Each Verbal Reasoning section features approximately four Sentence Equivalence questions. These questions provide a single sentence with one missing word. You must identify two correct words, either of which would complete the sentence. The correct answer choices, when inserted into the blank, will give the same meaning to both resulting sentences. These questions test your ability to determine a sentence’s meaning and to use vocabulary in context.

You’ll find the Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence questions and strategies to help solve them efficiently in chapter 3.




Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension is the only question type that appears on all major standardized tests, and with good reason. No matter what academic discipline you pursue, you’ll have to make sense of dense, complex written material. Being able to understand and assess such material is a crucial skill for every graduate student.

To make the test broadly relevant, and to better evaluate your ability to understand comparable material, the testmaker, Educational Testing Service (ETS), adapts Reading Comprehension content from “real-world” graduate-level documents. GRE passages come from four disciplines: social sciences, biological sciences, physical sciences, and the arts and humanities.

The GRE includes roughly ten reading passages between the two Verbal Reasoning sections. Many of these passages are one paragraph in length, although a few are longer. Each passage is accompanied by one to six questions. These questions reward you for ascertaining the author’s purpose and meaning, determining what can be validly inferred from the passage, researching details in the text, and understanding the meaning of words and the function of sentences in context.

Chapter 4 contains the Kaplan Method for answering Reading Comprehension questions and strategies to help solve them efficiently.


        

        Analytical Writing

        The Analytical Writing section assesses not only how well you write, but also the thought processes you employ in formulating and articulating a position. In response to short, descriptive prompts, you produce two essays, one in which you evaluate an argument and one in which you make an argument of your own. Specifically, the Analytical Writing tasks measure your ability to do the following:

        
            	articulate and defend a position

            	deconstruct and evaluate a complex argument

            	develop a cogent argument

            	assess the fundamental soundness of an argument

            	recognize major, minor, and irrelevant points

            	provide evidence and support for an argument

            	detect the flaws in an unsound argument

            	write articulately and effectively at a high level

        

        Regardless of your field, you will need these critical thinking skills to perform well in a graduate program.

    


Analytical Writing Essay Types

The GRE’s Analytical Writing section contains two different essay types. You’ll be given 30 minutes for each essay. Here are your tasks:


	The Issue Essay Task provides a brief quotation on an issue of general interest and instructions on how to respond to the issue. You can discuss the issue from any perspective, making use of your own educational and personal background, examples from current or historical events, things you’ve read, or even relevant hypothetical situations. In this task, you develop your own argument in response to the prompt.

	The Argument Essay Task contains a short argument that may or may not be complete and specific instructions on how to evaluate the argument’s strength. You will assess the argument’s cogency, analyze the author’s reasoning, and evaluate the use (or lack) of evidence. In this task, you critique the argument presented in the prompt.



You’ll write the essays on the computer, using a simple word processing program with functions allowing you to cut, paste, delete, and insert text but with no spelling or grammar checker. Graders score the Analytical Writing essays based on your ability to plan and compose a logical, well-reasoned essay, one that’s responsive to the test’s instructions, under timed conditions. Only a score report is sent to the schools to which you apply.



Part Two

Verbal Reasoning




        

        
            Chapter 2

            Text Completion

        

        Text Completion: Overview and Method

        You will find about six Text Completion questions per Verbal Reasoning section on the GRE. In each Text Completion question, one, two, or three words from the sentence(s) will be missing. This question type tests your ability to recognize the point of the passage and find the best word(s) to fit its meaning. In addition to testing vocabulary, Text Completion questions require you to read actively and strategically for context. Even an answer choice that “sounds good” when read into the sentence will be incorrect if it does not closely fit the meaning. For Text Completion questions with two or three blanks, all of the blanks must be filled in correctly to earn the point. As elsewhere on the GRE, no partial credit is given.

        The directions for Text Completion questions will look like this:

        
            
                For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

            

        

        A Text Completion question with one blank will look like this:

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                            
                                Although the city’s public mass transportation system has been  from active service, traces of its presence may be seen in the train stations that have been converted into shopping centers.

                            

                            
                                	dilated

                                	retired

                                	metastasized

                                	frozen

                                	waxed

                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

        
    
        

        
            Kaplan’s Additional Tips for Text Completion Questions

            Look for What’s Directly Implied and Not an Ambiguous Interpretation

            The questions you’ll encounter are written in sophisticated but still logical and straightforward prose. Therefore, the correct answer is the one most directly implied by the meanings of the words in the sentence. These sentences are constructed to allow you to identify the answer using the inferential strategies you just practiced.

            Don’t Be Too Creative

            Read the sentence literally, not imaginatively. Pay attention to the meaning of the words instead of any associations or feelings that might come up for you.

            Paraphrase Long or Complex Sentences

            You may encounter a sentence that, because of its length or structure, is hard to get a handle on. When faced with a complex sentence, slow down and put it in your own words. Break long, complicated sentences into pieces and tackle one phrase at a time.

            Use Word Roots

            Use the Resources section of this book to learn the Latin and Greek roots of many common GRE words. If you don’t know the meaning of a word, take a look at its root to get close to its meaning or understand what it must refer to. Etymology often provides clues to meaning, especially when you couple a root definition with the word in context.

        

    


        

        
            The Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank)

            
                	Read the sentence, looking for clues.

                	Predict an answer.

                	Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.

                	Check your answer.

            

        

        How the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank) Works

        Here’s how the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank) works.

        
            	
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                There are always clues in the sentence that will point you to the right answer. The missing words in Text Completion questions will usually be similar or opposite to key words in the sentence.

                Key words and key phrases give context clues that will help you predict the meaning of the missing word(s).

                A road sign is a structural key word that signals the connection between ideas. Road signs indicate the sentence’s direction. Some road signs tell you the sentence is going straight ahead—the next idea follows from what has come before. Other road signs, detour road signs, indicate that the sentence is changing direction, with the next idea contrasting with what has come before.

                Straight-ahead road signs—and, additionally, moreover, so—are used when one part of the sentence supports or elaborates on the other part. They continue the sentence in the same direction. The positive or negative connotation of what follows is not changed by these clues.

                Detour road signs—but, however, on the other hand, to the contrary—change the direction of the sentence. They indicate that one part of the sentence contradicts or qualifies the other part. The positive or negative connotation of an answer is changed by these clues.

                On the GRE, a semicolon always connects two closely related independent clauses. If it is not accompanied by a detour road sign, the semicolon functions as a straight-ahead road sign.

                Recognizing road signs will help you determine which way a Text Completion sentence is going and predict what word(s) will be used to fill in the blank(s). Here are some examples.

                
                    
                        
                            
                                	Straight-ahead road signs:
                                	Detour road signs:
                            

                        
                        
                            
                                	And
                                	But
                            

                            
                                	Since
                                	Despite
                            

                            
                                	Also
                                	Yet
                            

                            
                                	Thus
                                	However
                            

                            
                                	Because
                                	Unless
                            

                            
                                	: (colon)
                                	Rather
                            

                            
                                	Likewise
                                	Although
                            

                            
                                	Moreover
                                	While
                            

                            
                                	Similarly
                                	On the other hand
                            

                            
                                	In addition
                                	Unfortunately
                            

                            
                                	Consequently
                                	Nonetheless
                            

                            
                                	Therefore
                                	Conversely
                            

                        
                    

                

            

            	
                Predict an answer.
                Once you’ve found the road sign and the key word(s) relevant to the blank, use them to predict an answer for the blank. Your prediction does not have to be a sophisticated or complex word or phrase, simply a paraphrase that fits logically into the sentence. By predicting, you will know what kind of word you are looking for and be able to efficiently eliminate words that are not a match. This will save you time and help you avoid the trap answers.

            

            	
                Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
                Quickly go through the choices and select the one that most closely matches your prediction of the correct answer. Eliminate choices that do not fit your prediction. If none of the choices matches your prediction, reread the question and revisit Steps 1 and 2.

            

            	
                Check your answer.
                Check that your answer choice makes sense in context. Read the sentence to yourself with your choice(s) in the blanks. If the sentence makes sense, confirm your answer(s) and move on. If the sentence does not make sense or just doesn’t “sound right,”  reread the question and revisit Steps 1 through 3.

            

        

        Apply the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank)

        Now, apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (One-Blank) question:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Although the city’s public mass transportation system has been  from active service, traces of its presence may be seen in the train stations that have been converted into shopping centers.

                    

                    
                        	dilated

                        	retired

                        	metastasized

                        	frozen

                        	waxed

                    

                

            

        

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                Begin by paraphrasing the sentence’s main idea: The city’s transportation system has not disappeared entirely, because traces of it may still be seen. The detour road sign “although” indicates that the verb that will fill the blank will contrast with the second half of the sentence.

            

            	
                Predict an answer.
                Based on that paraphrase, you can predict that the correct answer will have a meaning similar to “removed” or “quit.”

            

            	
                Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
                Answer choice (B) retired matches the meaning of your prediction. The system has been “retired” from active service. Choices (A) dilated and (E) waxed mean “increased” or “widened”; they are the opposite of your prediction. Similarly, choice (C) metastasized means something has spread. Choice (D) frozen makes little sense in this context.

            

            	
                Check your answer.
                To make sure your answer is right, simply plug it back into the original sentence: 

                “Although the city’s public mass transportation system has been retired from active service, traces of its presence may be seen in the train stations that have been converted into shopping centers.”

                The sentence is logical, and the answer choice matches your prediction; it’s the correct answer.

            

        

        
            
                Text Completion (One-Blank) Practice Set

                
                
                
                
            

            
                Try the following Text Completion questions using the Kaplan Method:

            

            
                
                	
                    
                    
                        The director is normally lauded for his exciting science-fiction films, but his latest effort is marred by its  special effects.

                    

                    
                        	electrifying

                        	piquant

                        	bland

                        	emotive

                        	sophisticated

                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Despite her long battle with illness, the dancer displayed astonishing  of motion on stage.

                    

                    
                        	indolence

                        	hesitancy

                        	extension

                        	queasiness

                        	fluency

                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Having established his competence as a playwright with his first play, the author went on to show greater  with his second.

                    

                    
                        	characterization

                        	mastery

                        	understanding

                        	perception

                        	insufficiency

                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Such a  response to a client is not consistent with the high standards of customer service this company demands.

                    

                    
                        	politic

                        	cloying

                        	meticulous

                        	boastful

                        	disrespectful

                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Difficult as it may sometimes be, in all our dealings with both clients and competitors, we must be seen to be above .

                    

                    
                        	profit

                        	integrity

                        	ambivalence

                        	reproach

                        	scruples

                    

                    
                

            

        

    
        

        

        
            Text Completion (One-Blank) Practice Set Answer
                Key

            
                	C

                	E

                	B

                	E

                	D

            

        

    
        

        

        
            Text Completion (One-Blank) Practice Set Answers and Explanations

            
                
                    	
C
                        
                                                    Reading this sentence all the way through reveals that “but” is a detour road sign, indicating that the sentence will change direction. So, while the director is normally “lauded,” which means “praised,” for his exciting films, his newest one is “marred” by its special effects. Therefore, the word that goes in the blank must be a negatively charged adjective that contrasts with “exciting.” You can predict that the correct answer is a word that means “unexciting” or “dull.” The answer that fits this prediction is choice (C) bland. Choices (A) electrifying, (B) piquant, and (D) emotive are related in meaning to “exciting” or “engaging.” Choice (E) sophisticated, meaning “complex” or “refined,” also does not logically contrast with “exciting.” Sophisticated special effects would tend to make a science fiction film more exciting, not less so. Bland, on the other hand, is a direct opposite of “exciting,” making (C) the correct answer.
                            

                        

                    

                    	
E
                        
                                                    “Despite” is a detour road sign indicating that the correct answer will contrast with the fact that the dancer has endured a long battle with illness. A reasonable prediction is gracefulness, which you would not expect from a dancer who has been seriously ill. The best choice is (E) fluency. “Fluency of motion” has a meaning similar to “gracefulness,” so it matches your prediction. Choice (D) queasiness does not describe movement and also does not follow the detour road sign; there is nothing “astonishing” about nausea in a dancer who has been ill. The same applies for (B) hesitancy, as you might expect the dancer to be tentative in her movements after an illness. Choice (A) indolence, which means “laziness,” doesn’t fit because there would be nothing astonishing about that, either. Choice (C) extension might have been tempting if you were thinking of ballet or another dance style in which extension of the body is emphasized, but extension describes body posture, not movement. Moreover, the sentence is not limited to a particular style of dance, so this choice is too specific for the context.
                            

                        

                    

                    	
B
                        
                                                    The first clause in this sentence describes the playwright as “competent” in his first play, while the second clause asserts that he has progressed beyond mere competence in his second. Skill is an excellent prediction. Choice (B) mastery fits perfectly; the playwright no longer is merely competent, but is now masterful. You can reject (E) insufficiency as the opposite of what the sentence needs. Choices (A) characterization, (C) understanding, and (D) perception are all elements of writing that the playwright may have improved upon, but you’re looking for a more general word. Nothing in the sentence leads logically to a specific area of improvement.
                            

                        

                    

                    	
E
                        
                                                    The word “not” is a detour road sign indicating that the adjective in the blank (which describes the word “response”) must be inconsistent with “high standards of customer service.”  High customer service standards imply proper etiquette, responsiveness, and professionalism. A simple, accurate prediction of the opposite of those is rude. Choice (E) disrespectful is the answer choice closest to that prediction. Choice (A) politic has a couple of meanings: “shrewd” and “tactful.” Both could describe someone who is good at customer service. Choice (C) meticulous means “attentive to detail,” another good trait in someone who serves customers. Choice (B) cloying means “too sweet” or “too sentimental.” While potentially annoying, this quality does not relate to the context clue of “customer service.” Choice (D) boastful means “full of excessive pride,” which does not necessarily make someone rude or inhospitable.
                            

                        

                    

                    	
D
                        
                                                    To unlock this question, recognize that the term in the blank must be a negatively charged word with which a reputable business would not wish to be associated. Suspicion works nicely. Choice (D) reproach, meaning “blame,” is the best fit for the context and is the correct answer. You can immediately eliminate (B) integrity and (E) scruples, which mean “adherence to ethical principles” and “moral considerations,” respectively. These qualities are desirable in a business or company. In context, choice (A) profit makes little sense; it’s not logical to say a company appears to be “above profit,” since one of the primary purposes of a business is to make a profit. Similarly, choice (C) ambivalence, meaning “undecided” or “uncertain,” makes little sense in context; indecision is not a quality that would make a company appear disreputable.
                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

    


        

        
            The Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank and Three-Blank)

            
                	Read the sentence, looking for clues.

                	Predict the answer for the easier/easiest blank.

                	Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.

                	Predict and select for the remaining blanks.

                	Check your answers.

            

        

        A Text Completion question with two blanks will look like this:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Even when faced with continuing (i) , the recalcitrant graduate student persisted in her spendthrift ways; she abjured any thought of self-(ii)  and spent prodigally.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	lucre

                            	penury

                            	avarice

                        


	
                        
                            	adumbration

                            	aggrandizement

                            	abnegation

                        






                    

                

            

        

        A Text Completion question with three blanks will look like this:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Though scientific discoveries are often (i)  shortly after they’ve been accepted as fact, scientists still seem to leap to hasty conclusions, (ii)  that the (iii)  nature of what can be called “fact” has not eroded their confidence.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	validated

                            	published

                            	disproved

                        


	
                        
                            	denying

                            	refuting

                            	demonstrating

                        


	
                        
                            	predictable

                            	incendiary

                            	illusory

                        






                    

                

            

        

        How the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank and Three-Blank) Works

        Here’s how the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank and Three-Blank) works.

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                Just as with one-blank Text Completion questions, the sentence(s) will contain key words and road signs that point you to the right answer. In particular, the missing words will usually have a meaning either similar or opposite to that of key words or phrases in the sentence(s). Therefore, pay attention to the road signs, which tell you whether there is a straight-ahead relationship or a detour relationship between words. In addition, when there are multiple blanks, a sentence is likely to contain both detour and straight-ahead road signs, indicating different relationships between the different blanks and their context. Pay attention to these relationships as you untangle the sentence(s). You may want to refer to the list of example road signs in the previous section to refresh your memory.

                Remember, you must select the correct answer choice for each blank for the question to be scored as correct. No partial credit is given.

            

            	
                Predict an answer for the easier/easiest blank.
                You do not need to tackle the blanks in order. Instead, identify the easier/easiest blank to work with. This is often one with key words and road signs that help you make a clear prediction. As with one-blank Text Completions, your prediction does not have to be a sophisticated or complex word or phrase. Just come up with a term that logically fits into the sentence at that point. Again, by making a prediction, you can zero in on the choice that matches your prediction, saving time and avoiding trap answers.

                When you have correctly filled in one blank, that answer often becomes a key word that provides a clue to another blank(s).

            

            	
                Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
                Quickly go through the choices and see which one matches your prediction.

                Simultaneously, eliminate whichever answer choices do not fit your prediction. If none of the choices match your prediction, reread the question and revisit Steps 1 and 2. If one does match, you should proceed to Step 4.

            

            	
                Predict and select for the remaining blanks.
                Filling in the easier/easiest blank provides additional context for the remaining blanks.

                For two-blank Text Completion questions, use the context to help you choose the answer for the remaining blank. If the answers for the second blank are not working out, you need to go back to Step 2.

                For three-blank Text Completion questions, select the easier of the two remaining blanks and predict which choice will most logically complete the sentence. You now have two blanks to provide context for the last, most difficult blank. This approach to two- and three-blank questions is just a logical extension of the Kaplan Method as it applies to one-blank questions.

            

            	
                Check your answers.
                Double-check that your answer choices make sense in context by reading the sentence to yourself with your answers plugged in. If the sentence makes sense when you read your choices back into it, confirm your answers and move on. If the sentence doesn’t make sense when read with your choices, reread the question and revisit Steps 1 through 4.

            

        

        Apply the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank)

        Now, apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (Two-Blank) question:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Even when faced with continuing (i) , the recalcitrant graduate student persisted in her spendthrift ways; she abjured any thought of self-(ii)  and spent prodigally.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	lucre

                            	penury

                            	avarice

                        


	
                        
                            	adumbration

                            	aggrandizement

                            	abnegation

                        






                    

                

            

        

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                This is a fairly straightforward question, once you wade through all the polysyllabic words. Look at the end of the second clause; you’ll notice that the student “spent prodigally,” which means “wastefully.” Even if you don’t know the meaning of the word “prodigally,” you can tell from the word “spendthrift” that this is a student who isn’t careful with the way she spends her money. If the student is poor at managing money, she likely doesn’t have much of it.

            

            	
                Predict the answer for the easier/easiest blank.
                Start with the first blank. As noted above, the student is poor at managing money. That means whatever goes in the first blank has a meaning roughly synonymous with “poverty.” 

            

            	
                Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
                Look at the answer choices for the first blank. Choice (B) penury, which means “poverty,” matches the prediction precisely. You can eliminate (A) lucre and (C) avarice, as those mean “wealth” and “greed,” respectively.

            

            	
                Predict and select for the remaining blanks.
                For the second blank, recall that the student is described as “recalcitrant,” which is a term for “stubborn.” Also, the student “persisted” in her money-wasting ways. Therefore, she continued to waste money. To “abjure” is to “renounce or repudiate,” so she repudiated spending wisely. Thus, “self-” must carry the meaning of “restraint,”
                    
                    since she is renouncing any thought of self-denial or temperance. That points to (F) abnegation, which means “denial.” The root—“negate”—provides a helpful vocabulary clue. Choice (D) adumbration means a “foreshadowing,” or “image of things to come,” which makes no sense in this context. Choice (E) aggrandizement is wrong, as it means “an increase in wealth, power, or rank,” and you know she did not shy away from such things if she indulged in overspending.

            

            	
                Check your answers.
                Putting both answers back into the sentence, you’ll get:

                Even when faced with continuing penury, the recalcitrant graduate student persisted in her spendthrift ways; she abjured any thought of self-abnegation and spent prodigally.

                This sentence makes perfect sense.

            

        

        Apply the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Three-Blank)

        Now, apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (Three-Blank) question:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Though scientific discoveries are often (i)  shortly after they’ve been accepted as fact, scientists still seem to leap to hasty conclusions, (ii)  that the (iii)  nature of what can be called “fact” has not eroded their confidence.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	validated

                            	published

                            	disproved

                        


	
                        
                            	denying

                            	refuting

                            	demonstrating

                        


	
                        
                            	predictable

                            	incendiary

                            	illusory

                        






                    

                

            

        

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                Paraphrasing long sentences boils them down to their essentials. Here, you learn that something happens to discoveries shortly after they’re accepted as fact; even so, scientists still jump to conclusions.

            

            	
                Predict the answer for the easier/easiest blank.
                Because the last part of the sentence refers to “what can be called ‘fact,’” you can predict for the first blank that some discoveries are invalidated after their acceptance.

            

            	
                Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
                The best match for the prediction is choice (C) disproved. Choice (A) validated is the opposite of your prediction, and whether these facts are published, choice (B), is irrelevant to their validation.

            

            	
                Predict and select for the remaining blanks.
                Now, for the second blank, the only choice that works is (F) demonstrating. You can see from the sentence structure that the author intends for the scientists’ continuing haste to show or demonstrate a further conclusion. Both choice (D) denying and choice (E) refuting are the opposite of what’s needed.

                Since the sentence posits that some “facts” turn out not to be facts at all, you can predict for the third blank that their nature is changeable.

                Although it’s not an exact match for your prediction, the best choice is (I) illusory. If the nature of facts was predictable, choice (G), they wouldn’t get disproved as often. And (H) incendiary literally refers to setting something on fire but is often used figuratively to describe something that is harmfully provocative or arouses agitation. While the changing nature of fact can no doubt be troubling, the connotation of this word is far too extreme for the context.

            

            	
                Check your answers.
                Now, plug your choices into their respective blanks: “Though scientific discoveries are often disproved shortly after they’ve been accepted as fact, scientists still seem to leap to hasty conclusions, demonstrating that the illusory nature of what can be called ‘fact’ has not eroded their confidence.” These choices fit perfectly, creating a logical, sensible statement.

            

        

        
            
                Text Completion (Two-Blank And Three-Blank) Practice Set

                
                
                
                
            

            
                Try the following Text Completion questions using the Kaplan Method:

            

            
                
                	
                    
                    
                        Despite his insistence to the contrary, the author’s (i)  hostility was evinced in the tone he used when describing the senator’s qualifications; he did not (ii)  using words like “craven” and “ill-conceived” liberally when writing about the legislator’s voting record.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	manifest

                            	dubious

                            	obscure

                        


	
                        
                            	demur at

                            	relish

                            	hasten to

                        






                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Given the (i)  nature of the evidence, the authorities are unlikely to present a (ii)  case against the accused.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	abstract

                            	flimsy

                            	rakish

                        


	
                        
                            	weak

                            	convincing

                            	tepid

                        






                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        Every effort by the bank to determine the origin of the funds met with (i)  resulting from the web of (ii)  created by the account holder.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	exuberance

                            	apathy

                            	frustration

                        


	
                        
                            	deceit

                            	conviviality

                            	temerity

                        






                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        George Gershwin's (i)  for the creation of Rhapsody in Blue was the kaleidoscope of American life—the melting pot of cultures, the drive of industry, and the bubbling energy of growing cities. Unsurprisingly, the composition was also (ii)  by art; two Whistler pieces, Harmony in Gray and Green and Nocturne in Blue and Green, served as muses for Gershwin while he (iii)  the piece during just one week in New York.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	conundrum

                            	pretense

                            	context

                        


	
                        
                            	inspired

                            	biased

                            	captured

                        


	
                        
                            	postponed

                            	commenced

                            	scored

                        






                    

                    
                

                	
                    
                    
                        (i)  competition among buyers in the housing market is a boon for real estate agents, but in a field in which income frequently depends solely on commission, a (ii)  agent makes provision for the inevitable weak market. Diversification into property management, rentals, and construction has (iii)   many a real estate firm during a turbulent time in the housing market.

                    

                    


	
                        
                            	Lax

                            	Robust

                            	Dwindling

                        


	
                        
                            	knowing

                            	craven

                            	brash

                        


	
                        
                            	stunted

                            	terminated

                            	buoyed

                        






                    

                    
                

            

        

    


Text Completion (Two-Blank And Three-Blank) Practice Set Answer Key


	
A, D


	
B, E


	
C, D


	
C, D, I


	
B, D, I








Text Completion (Two-Blank And Three-Blank) Practice Set Answers and Explanations


	
A, D
                                                Take this question one blank at a time. “Despite” is a standard detour road sign, so you know the sentence will change direction. You know that the author’s hostility was evinced (made evident) despite his insisting otherwise. So, whatever goes in the first blank will have a meaning similar to “obvious” or “evident.” Choice (A) manifest, meaning “apparent,” works perfectly. Choices (B) dubious and (C) obscure, meaning “doubtful” and “unclear,” respectively, are the opposite of what you need. For the second blank, remember that if the author were openly hostile, he would be inclined to use negative terms like “craven” and “ill-conceived.” Since “not” appears in front of the blank, you’re looking for something that means “refrain from.” Choice (D) demur at means to “shy away from.” That fits perfectly; if the author were obviously hostile, he would not shy away from using strongly negative terms such as “craven” or “ill-conceived.” You can rule out (E) relish and (F) hasten to straight away. To “relish” is to strongly like something, and to “hasten” is to hurry to do something; these terms produce the wrong meaning in the sentence following the qualifier “not.”
                        

                    



	
B, E
                                                This one may be more difficult than it appears at first glance. The word “unlikely” is a detour road sign, indicating that the two correct answers will be opposite in meaning to one another. Since the quality of evidence is directly related to the strength of the case the prosecutors can make against the accused, you can infer that good evidence will make them unlikely to present a bad case, and poor evidence will make them unlikely to present a good case. Thus, the correct answers must be oppositely charged. Start with the first blank. You’ll notice that (B) flimsy, meaning “insubstantial,” has a negative connotation, while (A) abstract is neutral and can therefore be ruled out. Choice (C) rakish means “jaunty” or “dashing”; it makes no sense to describe evidence this way. That leaves (B) flimsy; the evidence was, therefore, weak. Based on your initial reading of the sentence, you know that the second blank will have to mean “strong.” With flimsy evidence, the prosecutors are unlikely to succeed. Choices (D) weak and (F) tepid are both negatively charged, while (E) convincing is positively charged and is a synonym for “strong” when describing a court case. “Given the flimsy nature of the evidence, the authorities are unlikely to present a convincing case against the accused.”
                        

                    



	
C, D
                        Take this question apart by looking for contextual clues. The phrase “web of ” is always used in a negative fashion (you’re unlikely to ever hear “caught in a web of virtue and delight!”). Start with the second blank, then. The best choice is (D) deceit, meaning “lies.” That makes perfect sense in this context. A web of lies would make it very difficult to determine the origin of the funds. You can immediately rule out (E) conviviality, as this means “friendliness” or “agreeableness.” Choice (F) temerity means “rashness” or “recklessness.” This might, in some cases, be a negative attribute, but the problem in this sentence lies in determining the origin of the funds, which is unlikely to be obscured by the account holder’s boldness.

                        Moving to the first blank, you’re looking for a word to characterize the result of an effort that has met with a web of deceit. A good prediction would be irritation. Looking at the answer choices, (C) frustration is a perfect candidate, as it can be a synonym for irritation. Choice (A) exuberance has a strong positive charge, and it’s therefore wrong. Choice (B) apathy, meaning “indifference,” has a neutral charge, so it does not work in this context where you need a negatively charged answer.

                    



	
C, D, I
                        The straight-ahead road sign "Unsurprisingly" makes the second blank a good place to start. The first sentence discusses "the creation" of a musical work, and the second sentence continues this discussion, saying that two works of art served as “muses” for Gershwin. A muse is a source of inspiration, so inspired works as a prediction and, in fact, matches (D). The second sentence in no way indicates that the influence of the artwork biased Gershwin's work, or “had a strong and often unfair influence" on it, as the Whistler pieces were but two of many influences on the piece, so (E) can be eliminated. (F) captured in the context of an artistic endeavor means “put into a lasting form,” and for this to have occurred, the Whistler paintings would have had to have been produced after Rhapsody. 

                        The sentence that contains the third blank ends with "during just one week in New York," giving the time frame in which something was accomplished. Specifically, it refers to when Gershwin wrote the musical piece. (I) scored is a music-specific term for writing, which makes it correct for the blank. Nothing indicates that Gershwin put the piece off until later, which means (G) postponed can be eliminated. (H) commenced would mean that Gershwin only “started” the piece of music, but the phrase “during just one week” indicates that the entire piece was completed during that short period. 

                        Finally, the first sentence explains what Gershwin was surrounded by when he wrote Rhapsody in Blue: the kaleidoscope of American life during his time in New York, including some specific examples. The first blank describes how this "kaleidoscope" related to Gershwin's composing, so predict that these were the circumstances within which he composed. (C) context means “the situation in which something happens,” which is a great match for the prediction. There is no indication that confusion or difficulty led to the creation of the piece, so (A) conundrum, which means “a confusing or difficult problem,” can be eliminated. Finally, a (B) pretense is “a false reason for something,” which is not supported by any information in the text.

                    



	
B, D, I
                        In the first sentence, the word "is" functions as a straight-ahead road sign, connecting the kind of competition among buyers that is "a boon [a benefit] for real estate agents." Then you learn that real estate agents make money mostly on commission. Therefore, a good market for real estate agents is an active market in which prices are high. Predict strong competition and take a look at the answer choices. (B) Robust means "strong" and works well in the context of this sentence. Both (A) Lax and (C) Dwindling would be more apt to describe the "inevitable weak market," since the former means "not strong" and the latter means "decreasing in size."

                        The second blank describes an agent who plans for a weak market, an idea introduced with the detour road sign "but." Predicting a wise agent leads directly to (D) knowing, which here means "shrewdly or keenly aware." (E) craven, meaning "cowardly," might work to describe an agent who leaves the real estate field altogether out of fear of the risk involved, but the text is describing people who stay in the business. Although agents who diversify their business are probably confident and perhaps even aggressive, (F) brash means "confident and aggressive in a rude way"; this negative connotation does not match the neutral tone of the sentence.

                        The third blank states the positive effect that diversifying has for real estate businesses. The phrase kept in business works well as a prediction here. (I) buoyed means "kept afloat"; this can be in the literal sense of being kept afloat in water, but it can also be used metaphorically to say, Her mood was buoyed by the good news or, in this case, A business is buoyed by diversification. Both (G) stunted, which means "slowed in growth," and (H) terminated, meaning "ended," are negative in tone and are the opposite of what's needed.

                    










        

        
            
                Text Completion Practice Set

                
                
                
                
            

            
                Try the following Text Completion questions using the Kaplan Method for Text Completion.

            

            
                
                	
                        	
                            Basic

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The strong familial bonds within the elephant herd led to a(n)  response in an emergency; as soon as the calf began to trumpet, all of the adult members of the herd rushed to the rescue.

                            

                            
                                	laggardly

                                	diminutive

                                	indignant

                                	communal

                                	dilatory

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Having test-driven this car in a variety of realistic conditions and found its performance lackluster at best, I have to say that its maker’s sanguine claims are .

                            

                            
                                	understated

                                	impeccable

                                	unfounded

                                	plausible

                                	mediocre

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Even though some of the foremost researchers of cardiovascular disease delivered a harsh critique of the guidelines due to their , the nongovernmental organization recommended a "heart-healthy" diet for people in countries with a low per-capita income based on data gathered mainly in affluent nations, thus failing to account for disparities in access to food.

                            

                            
                                	hindsight

                                	incompetence

                                	mendacity

                                	indiscretion

                                	inefficacy

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Although subjected to endless , she was unwavering in advocating her theory, claiming to be untroubled by the raillery.

                            

                            
                                	rebuttal

                                	approbation

                                	disavowal

                                	japery

                                	consent

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Practicing psychologists have a variety of resources at their disposal to help individuals characterized as  spendthrifts; invariably, ingrained self-destructive habits require accountability and a plan of action.
                                

                            

                            
                                	inveterate

                                	intermittent

                                	indeterminate

                                	impertinent

                                	incoherent

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The idea that the Internet is not a (i)  place has become ingrained in popular culture. Because of the increasing number of users, it has become more complicated for authorities to (ii)  the breaches of privacy that proliferate on a regular basis. The average user should remain (iii)  the exchange of personal data over the Internet.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	sensible

                                    	secure

                                    	reliable

                                


	
                                
                                    	castigate

                                    	relinquish

                                    	constrain

                                


	
                                
                                    	indignant about

                                    	skeptical of

                                    	prudent in

                                






                            

                            
                        

                    


                	
                        	
                            Intermediate

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                A (i)  platform for accessing government data sets
                                    is crucial not only for researchers, statisticians, and political advisers but also for the entire population if citizens are to be informed participants in policy making. As agencies continue to
                                    collect an ever-increasing array of information in order to
                                    address fiscal and social issues, the technical resources that house that data
                                    must be (ii)  in kind.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	proprietary

                                    	static

                                    	scalable

                                


	
                                
                                    	capsulized

                                    	expanded

                                    	constringed

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The global nature of the modern economy means that a financial (i)  in one part of the world almost always has detrimental
                                    effects on other regions. Moreover, the economies that are least prepared to
                                    deal with a crisis are usually the ones that sustain the most (ii)  damage.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	boon

                                    	quagmire

                                    	variation

                                


	
                                
                                    	onerous

                                    	ephemeral

                                    	avoidable

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Studies
                                    show that one of the adverse consequences of wage  is the need
                                    for underemployed individuals to work multiple low-paying jobs in order to raise their household income above the poverty threshold.

                            

                            
                                	inflation

                                	stagnation

                                	sequestration

                                	remuneration

                                	consolidation

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Despite the ever-changing array of convoluted physical regimens that are promoted in the hopes of increasing athletic performance,  practices—getting enough sleep, eating a balanced diet, and reducing stress—remain the keys to optimal conditioning. 

                            

                            
                                	nebulous

                                	spurious

                                	oblivious

                                	rudimentary

                                	sophisticated

                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                In conversation, people usually adjust the register, or (i) , of their speech according to the circumstances in which they find themselves. For example, they will be less (ii)  in their use of vocabulary and (iii)  when relaxing with friends than when they are speaking with clergy or legal officials.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	meaning

                                    	significance

                                    	style

                                


	
                                
                                    	thoughtful

                                    	interested

                                    	formal

                                


	
                                
                                    	lexicon

                                    	grammar

                                    	verbiage

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The longstanding pattern in which the majority party is (i)  a large number of legislative seats in the election cycle after winning the presidency has more to do with nonpartisan practicality than with (ii)  shifts in political ideology. Voters inevitably weary of the problems that afflict society at even the best of times, and they usually find (iii)  the party in control.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	dispossessed of

                                    	recompensed with

                                    	benefitted by

                                


	
                                
                                    	diminutive

                                    	viable

                                    	seismic

                                


	
                                
                                    	culpable

                                    	responsive

                                    	dogmatic

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Few cities in the world offer such a (i)  of culture per square mile as Athens, Greece. The birthplace of Western philosophical
                                    ethics, an incubator of the foremost minds in geometric reasoning, and a home to
                                    visionary architectural design that is still (ii)  in buildings throughout the world, this ancient capital will never (iii)  its significance in world history.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	plenitude

                                    	dearth

                                    	plague

                                


	
                                
                                    	disparaged

                                    	profiled

                                    	emulated

                                


	
                                
                                    	usurp

                                    	rationalize

                                    	cede

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The
                                    English language is unique in that, over the centuries, a (i)  of
                                    words have been borrowed from other languages. This history has resulted in an interesting (ii)  among linguists: the English language holds claim to the largest vocabulary of any language in the world by far, but after the stolen words are (iii)  from the total, some
                                    scholars argue that this assertion is not accurate. 

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	plenum

                                    	paucity

                                    	plethora

                                


	
                                
                                    	dichotomy

                                    	paradigm

                                    	case in point

                                


	
                                
                                    	discounted

                                    	tallied 

                                    	queried

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Many people are familiar with the term “method acting,” which is often touted as the (i)  technique for achieving realism, but many are surprised to learn of the complexity of the Stanislavsky system of method acting. Nevertheless, among actors it is held as (ii)  that adherence to Stanislavsky's tenets requires a (iii)  attention to detail and devotion to the craft.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	preeminent

                                    	preternatural

                                    	accepted

                                


	
                                
                                    	undeniable

                                    	debatable

                                    	dubious

                                


	
                                
                                    	middling

                                    	superficial

                                    	rigorous

                                






                            

                            
                        

                    


                	
                        	
                            Advanced

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                While he uses many traditional training techniques, the fitness instructor’s program
                                    is (i)  and
                                    even (ii)  approach.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	a prudent 

                                    	an innovative

                                    	a conventional

                                


	
                                
                                    	idiosyncratic 

                                    	spartan

                                    	cautious

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The Eastern Woodlands Native Americans who originated lacrosse would likely not recognize how the sport has (i) . While early games involved hundreds of players, featured sticks without nets, and required every participant to place a wager, the modern-day sport is played by ten-player teams using sophisticated equipment, mainly at the high school and collegiate level;
                                    
                                    what does remain are the (ii) , such as stick preparation, pep talks, and team chants, which are performed by both sides before every game in hopes of a victory.
                                    
                                

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	morphed

                                    	digressed

                                    	oscillated

                                


	
                                
                                    	imprecations

                                    	rituals

                                    	antics

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Although good writing is an art, it is also a (i)  skill that most people can master by following the principle that (ii)  and economy of language are virtues.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	superfluous

                                    	fundamental

                                    	nugatory

                                


	
                                
                                    	simplicity

                                    	preponderance

                                    	prolixity

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                The danger of (i)  assumptions regarding the character of those belonging to certain social classes is a (ii)  theme in several of the novels of Jane Austen.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	valid

                                    	benignant

                                    	unfounded

                                


	
                                
                                    	sporadic

                                    	perpetual

                                    	recurring

                                






                            

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Lacking members with a sound sense of (i)  knowledge, the explorers were almost certainly (ii)  to failure from the start.

                            

                            


	
                                
                                    	geographical

                                    	general

                                    	abstruse

                                


	
                                
                                    	doomed

                                    	accustomed

                                    	immune
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Text Completion Practice Set Answers and Explanations


	Basic


	
D
                                The correct answer will describe the elephant herd's “response.” “Led to” is a straight-ahead road sign linking “strong familial bonds” to the nature of the response. Furthermore, the semicolon serves as a straight-ahead road sign in this sentence, and the second part of the sentence states that “all of the adult members” came to the rescue. Thus, group response is a good prediction. (D) communal is correct because it means “to do something as a group,” which closely matches the prediction. (A) laggardly and (E) dilatory can both be eliminated because they mean to “progress or develop slowly,” which is the opposite of what is indicated by “rushed to the rescue.” The fact that the response involved the entire herd also rules out (B) diminutive, which means “very small."  (C) indignant means "angry because of something unjust,” and nothing within the sentence indicates that the herd's response was an angry one, only that it was fast. (Be careful not to make assumptions: the sentence doesn't indicate the nature of the emergency. If the baby is trapped in quicksand, for example, the elephants will be very worried but not angry at an injustice.)

                            



	
C
                                                                The author characterizes the car’s performance as “lackluster,” so you know that the word that will go in the blank will say that the maker’s “sanguine,” or optimistic, claims about the car are groundless. A good, simple prediction is untrue. Looking at the answer choices, (C) unfounded means “baseless,” and that’s the answer. You can throw out (A) understated, (B) impeccable, and (D) plausible. Understated means “restrained,” and that is not a negative characterization. Impeccable means “flawless,” which is far too positive. Plausible means “possible,” and the author is expressing doubt, not trust. Choice (E) mediocre does have a negative charge, but while the car in question is mediocre, the maker’s claims need a word that speaks to their truthfulness, not their general quality.
                                

                            



	
E
                                The sentence begins with the detour road sign "[e]ven though" and mentions some experts' "harsh critique." This criticism is being contrasted with the fact, discussed after the comma, that the organization recommended a diet that is a poor fit for the target population. "The foremost researchers" in the field would believe that such dietary guidelines would be unhelpful or unbeneficial. 

                                (E) inefficacy means "inability to produce a desired result," so this word matches the prediction. (A) hindsight, "knowledge of an event that is only obtained after it has occurred," is not involved; the researchers criticized the guidelines before the decision to adopt them, and at any rate the blank describes the guidelines, not the researchers or their critique. (B) incompetence, "lack of ability to do something well," (C) mendacity, "lack of honesty," and (D) indiscretion, "lack of good judgment," are all negative qualities that the researchers might accuse the organization of exhibiting, but these are not characteristics of the dietary guidelines.

                            



	
D
                                                                The detour road sign “Although” tells you that this person holds to her ideas despite whatever she is subjected to. Therefore, the word in the blank must be negative. A further key to this sentence is the word “raillery,” meaning “mockery” or “ridicule.” The subject of the sentence is “untroubled by the raillery,” so you can determine that what she has been subjected to is a synonym for “raillery.” Only (D) japery, also meaning “mockery,” fits this description. Choices (B) approbation and (E) consent both mean “approval,” so you can eliminate those immediately. Choice (A) rebuttal is a responding argument, and (C) disavowal is a rejection; while these terms might be related in idea to the sentence, they are not synonymous with “raillery.”
                                

                            



	
A
                                The word “invariably” and the semicolon are both subtle straight-ahead road
                                    signs in this sentence, indicating that the beginning and end of the sentence
                                    use similar logic. The second half of the sentence states that the wasteful spending is an "ingrained habit," so a good prediction would be habitual.
                                    (A) inveterate is a perfect match for that prediction as it means
                                    “well established over a long time.” (B)
                                    intermittent can be eliminated because it means “not constant,” which is
                                    the opposite of the prediction. There is no support in the text for
                                    describing the spendthrifts as either (C) indeterminate, which
                                    means “vague,” or (E) incoherent, which means “not easy to understand,”
                                    so both choices can be eliminated. Finally, (D) impertinent can
                                    be ruled out because no context clues indicate that the spendthrifts
                                    are “rude.”

                            



	
B, F, I
                                Since all of the three answer choices fit the first blank, you must read the entire passage first, for context. The phrase “breaches of privacy” suggests that the Internet is a place where unauthorized third parties can obtain data. Choice (C) reliable doesn’t quite fit this context, so you can rule it out. And while it may be true that content posted on the Internet is not always (A) sensible, there is no context in the sentence to support this idea. Choice (B) secure is most applicable to the issue at hand, so it is the correct choice.

                                For the second blank, choice (F) constrain means “to get under control,” (D) castigate means “to criticize or punish,” and (E) relinquish means “to surrender.” Relinquish doesn’t make sense, and while authorities might try to castigate the people who hack into Internet users’ private information, officials do not punish the privacy violations themselves. So (D) and (E) can be ruled out, and (F) is the correct answer.

                                While one could be (G) indignant about (angry about) a loss of privacy and (H) skeptical of (doubtful of) the security of one’s data online, the only choice that makes sense relative to “the exchange of personal data” is (I) prudent in. Given the difficulty in maintaining Internet security, one must indeed be careful about transmitting personal data.

                            



	Intermediate


	
C, E
                                In this question, the key words provide more clues to the second blank than to the first, so start there. The word “[a]s” at the beginning of
                                    the second sentence is a straight-ahead road sign, indicating that the first clause in the sentence harmonizes with
                                    the second clause. In addition, the phrase "in kind" after the blank means that the technical resources that store the data are doing something similar to what the agencies are doing with the data. The agencies are collecting “an ever-increasing array
                                    of information,” which means that where the information is stored must increased in size as well. (E)
                                    expanded matches the prediction. (D) capsulized and (F) constringed mean “made smaller.” (What do you do with a time capsule? Reduce an entire period of time to a few items that represent the period well. In constringe, the prefix con- means "with" and the Latin root stringere means "to tighten." Other words with that root include stringent, strangle, and strict.) 

                                Now that the second blank is filled in, it can be used to make
                                    a prediction for the first blank, which describes the platform used to access data sets. If the technical resources need to be expanded, the platform that the
                                    information is stored on needs to be able
                                    to grow. If something is (C)
                                    scalable, it is “capable
                                    of being expanded,” so this choice is a nice fit with the prediction. (B) static
                                    can be eliminated because “stationary or fixed” is the opposite of the
                                    prediction. (A) proprietary might sound good before "platform," but the government
                                    having “an exclusive right to” the platform is contradicted by the sentence, which indicates that many people have access to the data.

                            



	
B, D
                                The
                                    first blank describes a bad economic situation—one that would create “detrimental
                                    effects in other regions.” The second blank describes the kind of damage experienced by fragile economies—those that are “least prepared to deal with a crisis.” "Detrimental effects” is a strong clue, which makes the first blank a good place to start. Predicting a simple
                                    negative word like problem will allow you to work through the choices. (B) quagmire means “a bad situation that is difficult to escape,” which
                                    fits the prediction nicely. (A)
                                    boon, meaning “a benefit or advantage,” is the opposite of the
                                    prediction, and (C) variation is too
                                    neutral for the the context because "change" can be bad, good, or neither.

                                “Moreover” serves as a straight-ahead road sign. What kind of "damage" would you expect a bad financial situation to have on a fragile economy? Predict a word like severe for the second blank. (D) onerous is a good match since it
                                    means “hard to deal with or burdensome.” (E) ephemeral would mean that the damage is "short-lived," but if anything, the text indicates otherwise. (F) avoidable is incorrect since the first sentence points out that it is nearly impossible for negative effects in one part of the world not to spread to other parts of the world.

                            



	
B
                                "Studies show that" serves as a straight-ahead
                                    road sign: the noun in the blank is something that is suffering "adverse consequences," one of which is described in the rest of the sentence. Moreover, the word in the blank relates to "wage[s]." If individuals have to work
                                    multiple jobs to stay above the poverty line, a good prediction would be decrease or staying the same. (B) stagnation means “not increasing,” which
                                    works with the prediction of staying the
                                    same. (A) inflation means an “increase in size or price.” This might seem to make sense because inflation in general could cause someone to need an extra job, but here inflation refers specifically to wages, making it incorrect. (C) sequestration and (E) consolidation can
                                    both be eliminated because neither word logically describes wages; the
                                    former means “the act of keeping groups apart from one another,” and the latter
                                    means “the act of joining individual units into a whole.” Finally, (D) remuneration
                                    simply means “payment,” so it can be eliminated as well.

                            



	
D
                                The detour road sign “[d]espite” indicates that the true keys to optimal conditioning are not the "convoluted physical regimens." The opposite of "convoluted" is simple, and the choice that matches that prediction is (D) rudimentary,
                                    which means “related to basic principles” or "lacking complex development." (A) nebulous would mean that the concepts
                                    are “not clear,” and if anything, it would be the "convoluted" regimens that are less than clear. Likewise,
                                    the sentence does not indicate that the concepts are “based on false ideas,”
                                    so eliminate (B) spurious. Be careful not to confuse (C) oblivious with the word obvious; (C) oblivious means “not aware of
                                    something.” Finally, (E) sophisticated is incorrect because it
                                    means “highly developed and complex,” which is the opposite of the prediction.

                            



	
C, F, H
                                Use the clues in these sentences to determine which words fit in the blanks. The word for the first blank must be an attribute of speech that is roughly synonymous with “register.” Speakers are unlikely to change the (A) meaning or (B) significance of their speech to fit the circumstances, but (C) style fits well as a partner for “register.”

                                The second blank, preceded by “less,” suggests a descriptive word in opposition to the phrase “when relaxing with friends.” Predict something like not relaxed. Neither (D) thoughtful nor (E) interested works here, because these qualities of speech do not necessarily change depending on whom one is with. In this case, the remaining word (F) formal matches the contrast between “friends” and “officials.”

                                Blank (iii) is related to the preceding phrase with the straight-ahead road sign "and," so this will be a noun that is parallel and complementary to "use of vocabulary." Predict that the correct answer will be some other aspect of language use. You may be able to identify that both (G) lexicon and (I) verbiage refer to the specific words used, so both of these terms are redundant as a partner to “vocabulary.” Instead, (H) grammar is the correct choice.

                            



	
A, F, G
                                The strongest clues are provided for the third blank, so start there. The straight-ahead road sign "and" means that this blank describes how voters find the party in control when they get tired of problems. A good prediction is that the voters blame the party in power, so predict something like blameworthy. This matches the definition of (G) culpable. (H) responsive is a positive word. (I) dogmatic means "very opinionated"; according to the author, the voters are tired of the problems society faces, not tired of anything the party in power might believe. 

                                Now try to fill in the first blank. Voters "find culpable" the party that is in control, so a logical prediction is that the party loses legislative seats. Predict something like loss of. That's a match for (A) dispossessed of. (B) recompensed with would mean the party was given more seats, and (C) benefitted by would also imply that the party gained somehow.  

                                Finally, the second blank is part of the phrase "more to do with X than with Y," which conveys a contrast. The second sentence indicates that the public is voting against the party in power because it is concerned about problems—this is "nonpartisan practicality." Therefore, predict that the second half of this construction will relate to partisanship, specifically big shifts in political ideology. Correct choice (F) seismic means "very great or important." (D) diminutive, meaning "very small," is the opposite of the prediction, and (E) viable, which means "capable of succeeding," also does not match the prediction. 

                            



	
A, F, I
                                Subtle road signs provide clues to each blank. The phrases on either side of the first blank constitute a straight-ahead road sign emphasizing that Athens has unusual cultural offerings as compared to other cities. The second sentence lists a number of significant cultural achievements of "this ancient capital," so a good prediction would be wealth or abundance. (A) plenitude has the same word root as plenty (plenus) and means "a large number or amount of something." (C) plague means "a large amount of something" but specifically "harmful or annoying things," which does not match the strong positive tone of the second sentence. (B) dearth means "the state of not having enough of something," which is the opposite of the prediction.

                                Your prediction for the second blank can be guided by the straight-ahead road sign "is still"; this explains how the "visionary architectural design" of ancient Athens relates to modern-day building design. A logical prediction is that Athenian architecture is still being used or copied. (F) emulated means "imitated from a motive of admiration," which makes sense given the "visionary" nature of the design. (D) disparaged is the opposite of the prediction because it means "described as unimportant or bad." Beware of (E) profiled, which is too neutral in context; it simply means "described briefly." 

                                The final blank describes what "will never" happen to Athens's significance in world history. Since the text focuses on the city's significant cultural milestones, which are more plentiful than those of most other cities, a logical prediction would be that it will never lose its place in history. (I) cede means "relinquish something" and gives the sentence a logical meaning. "To take or keep something in a forceful, violent way," or (G) usurp, does not fit because there is no sense of struggle or competition here. (H) rationalize means "to describe something negative in a way that makes it sound more proper or attractive," but the context shows that Athens's significance is legitimate and does not require rationalization.

                            



	
C, D, G
                                For multi-blank Text Completions, understand how the blanks are related to one another before deciding which one
                                    to tackle first. The first blank is a noun denoting how many words have been “borrowed”; the second blank names an "interesting" phenomenon, described after the colon; and the third blank states what is done with words to call into question the claim that English has the largest
                                    vocabulary. The third blank has the strongest clues, so start there. The detour road sign “but” means that English has the
                                    largest vocabulary until the stolen words are removed from or not included
                                    in the total. (G) discounted means “left out of consideration”
                                    and is correct. (H) tallied, meaning “counted,” is the opposite of what's needed, and (I) queried, meaning “questioned” does not make sense.  

                                With the third blank filled in, the first blank becomes easier to predict. If not including the words taken from other languages makes English lose its claim to the largest vocabulary, there must be a lot of borrowed words. (C) plethora
                                    matches the prediction because it means “an abundance.” (B) paucity
                                    means “few,” which is the opposite of the prediction, and (A) plenum, which has several meanings but all relating to “fullness,” does not work in context.

                                Now for blank (ii) before the colon, which functions as a straight-ahead road sign. On the one hand, since the foreign words are now part of the English language, they are counted as part of the language's vocabulary, but on the other hand, some linguists call these words "stolen" and do not count them. This
                                    is an interesting set of contrasting
                                    ideas, which fits (D) dichotomy well. (E) paradigm means "example" or "theoretical framework," and (F) case in point means “example"; neither describes the contrast presented in the rest of the sentence.

                            



	
A, D, I
                                The word in the first blank describes the “method acting” technique, and the key phrase “often touted” (often promoted) shows that a strong, positive word belongs in the blank. A simple prediction that fits is the best technique, which matches the “more important, better than others” meaning of (A) preeminent. The “natural” in (B) preternatural might make this choice tempting because the sentence mentions "realism," but preternatural actually means “unusual, not realistic.” (C) accepted is too neutral as it does not convey the superiority that comes with “touting” something.

                                Now, it is easier to make a prediction for the third blank. The detour road sign "[n]ever-theless" indicates that even though the complexity of the Stanislavsky system may not be well-known outside the acting community, actors do appreciate its complexity. Predict that actors know they must exercise great attention to detail. (I) rigorous, which means “done carefully, with attention to detail,” works well. Neither (H) superficial, which means “not thorough, incomplete,” nor (G) middling, “average,” would describe the attention to detail required by the Stanislavsky system.

                                The second blank relates to the preceding sentence via the detour road sign "[n]evertheless" and relates to blank (iii) via the straight-ahead road sign "requires." Since the actors know they need to exercise "rigorous attention to detail and devotion to craft to use the method," predict that they find this requirement obvious. (D) undeniable, which means “clearly true,” matches the prediction. If something is (E) debatable, it “may or may not be true,” and something that is (F) dubious is “unsure or uncertain”; both of these choices are almost opposites of the prediction.

                            



	Advanced


	
B, D
                                                                The first part of the sentence tells you that the fitness instructor “uses many traditional training techniques.” The detour road sign
                                    “[w]hile” signals that the program described by the blanks will be the opposite of traditional. For the first blank, predict “new” or “novel.” Innovative, (B), which means “using new ideas or methods,” matches the prediction.
                                    While the program may be prudent (meaning “wise” or “sensible”) or conventional, (A) and (C) do not contrast with “traditional.”
                                

                                The straight-ahead road sign "even" indicates that the word in the second blank will have the same general meaning as the first but be more emphatic. Since innovative is the first word, predict “unique” or “very
                                    different.” Idiosyncratic, (D),
                                    describes someone or something “having a peculiar or highly distinctive characteristic.”
                                    This works in the second blank to describe the fitness program. Spartan, (E), means “very disciplined and stern.” There is no clue in the
                                    sentence to suggest that the program can be described as such. Likewise, there
                                    is no clue to conclude that the program is cautious,
                                    (F). 

                            



	
A, E
                                Two clues can help you make a prediction for the first blank. In the first sentence, it says that the originators of lacrosse “would likely not recognize [it].” Then the next sentence, beginning with the detour road sign "[w]hile," contrasts "early games" with "the modern-day sport." Changed works well as a prediction for the first blank and matches (A) morphed, which means “underwent a transformation.” (B) digressed means “switched to speaking or writing about something other than the main topic.” (C) oscillated means “repeatedly changed from one condition to another.” Both (B) and (C) relate to change, but of a different sort than that undergone by lacrosse.

                                For the second blank, you can focus on the second half of the second sentence. The blank describes something performed before every game, both in the past ("what does remain") and now, to help ensure victory. The sentence also provides three specific examples: stick preparation, pep talks, and team chants. These could all accurately be described as routines, which matches (E) rituals, “a series of acts performed the same way every time.” Neither (D) imprecations, which means “curses,” nor (F) antics, which means “wildly playful or funny actions,” matches the prediction.

                            



	
B, D
                                                                “Although” is a detour road sign, so you know that the first blank will detour in meaning from “art,” as it is used to describe writing. Something less than “artistic” could be called basic. That’s a good prediction for the first blank. Choice (B) fundamental fits perfectly. You can rule out (A) superfluous, as it means “unnecessary,” while you’re looking for a term that describes writing at its bare essence. You can also reject choice (C) nugatory, which means “trifling,” since nothing in the sentence indicates that good writing is not important. Moving to the second blank, the straight-ahead road sign “and” tells you that the blank will agree with “economy of language,” or short, compact writing without ornamentation. Choice (D) simplicity is a perfect way to describe basic, fundamental writing. Choice (E) preponderance and (F) prolixity both have a meaning related to “excess” and thus are the opposite of what you need.
                                

                            



	
C, F
                                The second blank, which describes how often the theme of misjudging people occurs, is a good place to start since the sentence says the theme occurs in "several of the novels." Predicting regular leads to (F) recurring, which means "occurring repeatedly." The other two choices are on either end of the "how often" spectrum; (D) sporadic means "occurring occasionally," and (E) perpetual means "occurring all the time for an indefinite period." Neither choice conveys the frequency indicated in the sentence.

                                The first blank describes what kind of assumptions were made. The sentence is discussing the "danger of" these assumptions, so predict a negative word. Specifically, assumptions are potentially dangerous when they are incorrect. When something is (C) unfounded, it "lacks a sound basis," so this word meshes nicely with the prediction. If the assumption is (A) valid, it is "well-grounded and reasonable," the opposite of the prediction phrase. Finally, (B) benignant is rarely used but is closely related to the more common benign, and it means "favorable or beneficial" (you may have heard the phrase benign tumor, which is a tumor that is not harmful). This choice does not match the "danger of" clue.

                            



	
A, D
                                                                The phrase “almost certainly” is a straight-ahead road sign, indicating that the second clause in the sentence will continue the direction of the first. Reading the sentence, you can infer that the lack of a certain kind of knowledge affected the explorers’ chances of success. A lack of knowledge would not prevent failure, so you can reasonably assume that it “led to” failure. This provides a good prediction for the second blank, so start there. Choice (D) doomed makes sense. A lack of knowledge doomed the explorers. A lack of knowledge would be unlikely to make an expedition (F) immune to, meaning unaffected by, failure, so (F) is wrong. You can also reject choice (E) accustomed; you have no idea whether the explorers have failed in the past.

                                                                For the first blank, you’re asked to find the word that characterizes this knowledge. Choice (A) geographical fits perfectly. It is precisely the type of knowledge an explorer would need and would be doomed without. Choice (B) general can be rejected; it’s not specific enough to indicate why the explorers would be doomed. You can reject choice (C) abstruse, meaning “obscure” or “hard to understand,” since this type of knowledge is not of importance to explorers per se.
                                

                            








        

        
            Chapter 3

            Sentence Equivalence

        

        Sentence Equivalence: Overview and Method

        You will find about four Sentence Equivalence questions per Verbal Reasoning section on the GRE. Each consists of a single sentence with one word missing. They differ from Text Completion questions in that there will be six answer choices, two of which are correct. Your job is to identify the two answer choices that, when inserted into the sentence, correctly complete the sentence and produce sentences of similar meaning. These questions are similar to Text Completion questions, as both ask you to deduce the meaning of a missing word in a passage on the basis of incomplete information.

        One very important thing to bear in mind when working out a Sentence Equivalence question is that the correct answer choices are often, but are not necessarily, synonyms. You must pay close attention to the differing shades of meaning that words have and understand that the key to unlocking the correct answer is to look for choices that create sentences with similar meanings. You must select both correct choices in order to receive credit for the question; no partial credit is given for selecting one of the correct choices.

        The directions for Sentence Equivalence questions will look like this:

        
            
                Select the two answer choices that, when used to complete the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences that are alike in meaning.

            

        

        A Sentence Equivalence question will look like this:

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                            
                                Cora was not known for her reticence; regardless, she only  acquiesced to calls to speak at the conference.

                            

                            
                                	jejunely

                                	exuberantly

                                	willfully

                                	grudgingly

                                	candidly

                                	timidly

                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

        
    
        

        
            The Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence

            
                	Read the sentence, looking for clues.

                	Predict the answer.

                	Select the two answer choices that most closely match your prediction.

                	Check your answers to see if the sentence retains the same meaning.

            

        

        How the Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence Works

        Here’s how the Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence works:

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                As you read the sentence, look for specific words in the sentence that will help you understand its meaning. As mentioned in chapter 2, these are key words or phrases, which provide context clues, and road signs, which are structural clues. Use key words and road signs to help you predict the words that go in the blank.

                As a reminder, words that show that the second part of a sentence continues or builds on the meaning of the first—“straight-ahead” road signs—include the following:

                
                    
                        
                            
                                	And
                                	Because
                                	Similarly
                            

                            
                                	Since
                                	: (colon)
                                	In addition
                            

                            
                                	Also
                                	Likewise
                                	Consequently
                            

                            
                                	Thus
                                	Moreover
                                	Therefore
                            

                        
                    

                

                Words that show that one part of the sentence contradicts or contrasts with the other part—“detour” road signs—include these:

                
                    
                        
                            
                                	But
                                	Unless
                                	On the other hand
                            

                            
                                	Despite
                                	Rather
                                	Unfortunately
                            

                            
                                	Yet
                                	Although
                                	Nonetheless
                            

                            
                                	However
                                	While
                                	Conversely
                            

                        
                    

                

            

            	
                Predict the answer.
                Once you have read the sentence and identified clues to words that will complete the sentence, predict an answer. Your prediction should be a simple word that logically completes the sentence. Predict the right answer before you look at the answer choices. Characterizing the correct answer before evaluating the choices will help you efficiently eliminate those that don’t match your prediction and avoid trap answers.

            

            	
                Select the two answer choices that most closely match your prediction.
                Quickly review the six answer choices and choose the two words that, when plugged into the sentence, most closely match its intended meaning and thus your prediction. Eliminate the answer choices that do not fit your prediction. Sometimes you will need to adjust your prediction—often by making it more or less specific—in order to find two answer choices that match it.

            

            	
                Check your answers to see if the sentence retains the same meaning.
                Read the sentence with each answer choice to check that you have selected the correct answers. Ensure that both answer choices make sense in the context of the sentence and produce resulting sentences with similar meanings. Pay close attention to the charge of a word’s meaning. For example, dislike and despise both mean the same thing, but despise has a much stronger degree of charge to that meaning. If one or both of your answers do not make sense when you reread the sentence, revisit the question and repeat Steps 1, 2, and 3.

            

        

        Apply the Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence

        Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a Sentence Equivalence question:

        
            
                	
                    
                        Cora was not known for her reticence; regardless, she only  acquiesced to calls to speak at the conference.

                    

                    
                        	jejunely

                        	exuberantly

                        	willfully

                        	grudgingly

                        	candidly

                        	timidly

                    

                

            

        

        
            	
                Read the sentence, looking for clues.
                The first thing you should notice is the structural road sign “regardless,” which functions as a detour road sign. Therefore, the clause after the semicolon will depart from the meaning of the first clause. You’re told in the first clause that Cora is “not known for her reticence,” so the second will indicate hesitance or reluctance.

            

            	
                Predict the answer.
                The blank will be an adverb that describes “acquiesced,” which means to “give in” or “relent.” Since you’re looking for a word that shows Cora being uncharacteristically reticent, a good prediction is reluctantly.

            

            	
                Select the two choices that most closely match your prediction.
                Evaluating the answer choices, you can immediately reject (A) jejunely, “childishly,” which doesn’t make sense, and (B) exuberantly, “gleefully,” which implies Cora was anything but reluctant to speak at the conference. You can eliminate (C) willfully, since it implies that she was headstrong, which does not harmonize with reluctantly. Choice (E) candidly, “openly,” doesn’t have a meaning close to reluctantly. That leaves (D) grudgingly, meaning “resentfully unwilling,” and (F) timidly, which means “in an easily frightened way.” These two are the best matches.

            

            	
                Check your answers to see if the sentence retains the same meaning.
                If you check your answers in the context of the original sentence, you’ll arrive at two sentences that mean: Cora was not known for being hesitant, but she only reluctantly agreed to speak at the conference. Notice that the two answer choices are not precise synonyms. Both connote reluctance, but with different shades of meaning. Grudgingly has an undertone of resentfulness, while timidly implies that one is fearfully shy. However, both produce sentences with similar meanings, and they’re the correct answers.

            

        

    
        

        
            Kaplan’s Additional Tips for Sentence Equivalence Questions

            Consider All Answer Choices

            Make sure to read and check all answer choices in the sentence before making your final choice. An answer may fit well in the sentence and closely match your prediction, but if there is no other answer choice that also completes the sentence with the same meaning, it isn’t correct.

            Paraphrase the Question

            If you rephrase a difficult or longer sentence in your own words, it will be easier to predict the right answer. Paraphrasing will also ensure that you understand the meaning of the sentence.

            Look Beyond Synonyms

            Simply finding a synonym pair in the answer choices will not always lead you to the correct answer. Answer choices may include a pair of synonyms that do not fit the context of the sentence. Both of those choices are incorrect. The meanings of both resultant sentences must be the same and correct. Be sure to try both words in the sentence, checking that each sentence has the same meaning, before making your final choice.

            Use Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots

            If you are struggling to figure out the meaning of a word, think about the meaning of any prefix, suffix, or root that you find in the word. These word parts can provide important clues to the word’s definition.

        

    


        

        
            
                Sentence Equivalence Practice Set

                
                
                
                
            

            
                Try the following Sentence Equivalence questions using the Kaplan Method.

            

            
                
                	
                        	
                            Basic

                            
                        

                        	
                            
                            
                                Nutritionists
                                    are constantly reminding their patients, especially young ones, of the
                                    importance of eating mindfully; however, studies show that young people have an
                                    increasingly  attitude toward healthy eating habits.
                                

                            

                            
                                	prescient

                                	cognizant

                                	frivolous

                                	provident

                                	cavalier

                                	myopic
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