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“I might repeat to myself slowly and soothingly, a list of quotations beautiful from minds profound — if I can remember any of the damn things.”


— DOROTHY PARKER



“I hate quotations. Tell me what you know.”


— RALPH WALDO EMERSON



“An intellectual is someone who has found something more interesting than sex.”


— EDGAR WALLACE
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INTRODUCTION


One afternoon in the 1930s, Dorothy Parker and Claire Booth Luce ran into one another at the front door of the Algonquin Hotel in New York City. Luce stepped back and gestured magnanimously toward the entrance. “Age before beauty,” she cracked. “Pearls before swine,” replied Mrs. Parker serenely as she glided through the doorway.

It's that sort of comment — witty, barbed, offhand that makes one wish life had a pause and rewind button. How many times have we all encountered a situation in which we could have used the perfect come-back or witticism, if only we'd had time to think about it?

Consider, for instance, another famous encounter, this between the notoriously antagonistic pair Violet Asquith and Winston Churchill, both members of the British Parliament. At a dinner party, as guests looked on in fascination, the two went at it, hammer and tongs, over questions of government policy until Mrs. Asquith's temper gave way.

“Winston,” she snapped, “if you were my husband, I'd poison your coffee.”

The future prime minister of Great Britain took a long drag on his after-dinner cigar and glowered at her. “Madam,” he growled, “if you were my wife, I'd drink it.”

How many of us would have thought to say that?

Well, if we can't think of such timely epigrams on our own, the least we can do is borrow from those who can. Hence the purpose of the volume you hold in your hand. Herein are contained quotations from the wildly famous to the justly obscure. Here are thoughts, wisecracks, meditations, japes, wheezes, sneers, eulogies, and observations on a wide variety of subjects. If you find yourself — as you may well — in a conversation in which you wish to give the impression of wit and erudition, drop these sparkling gems into the talk at regular intervals and enjoy the acclaim that will come your way.

There are a few preparations you must undertake for this sort of thing. Memorize quotes appropriate to the occasion — there's nothing more awkward than someone who opens his wallet to pull out a list of epigrams he hoped to employ during the evening.

Also, make sure you get the wording and the attribution right. It's embarrassing to quote, say, Marcus Aurelius on the pleasures of friendship only to have one of your audience point out that actually it was Cicero who said that and he wasn't talking about friendship but about old age.

But apart from these things, you'll find the quotations in this book useful in most social situations — icebreakers at parties, and a way to impress someone you've been wanting to invite out for a quiet drink and possibly a stroll in the summer moonlight after the party is over.


Bonne Chance!






PART I


ART



“There are three forms of visual art: Painting is art to look at, sculpture is art you can walk around, and architecture is art you can walk through.”


— DAN RICE












ART



Let's face it: No one really understands why humans create art. Still less do we understand why we create the art we do — is there really an explanation for Abstract Expressionism? Nonetheless, intellectuals have expended a good many words trying to understand the strange, uniquely human propensity to express ourselves in words, in music, in drawing and painting, and in sculpture and architecture.

If you want to impress your friends, the next time conversation at the dinner table lags drop in one of these gems:



“Art is the imposing of a pattern on experience, and our aesthetic enjoyment is recognition of the pattern.”


— ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD



“Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the reactions of his personality to the world he lives in.”


— AMY LOWELL (1874–1925)


an American poet from Brookline, Massachusetts, posthumously won the Pulitzer Prize in 1926.

“I believe that if it were left to artists to choose their own labels, most would choose none.”


— BEN SHAHN



“Art is a collaboration between God and the artist, and the less the artist does the better.”


— ANDRE GIDE



“Let each man exercise the art he knows.”


— ARISTOPHANES



“I don't believe in total freedom for the artist. Left on his own, free to do anything he likes, the artist ends up doing nothing at all. If there's one thing that's dangerous for an artist, it's precisely this question of total freedom, waiting for inspiration and all the rest of it.”


— FEDERICO FELLINI



“Art, like morality, consists of drawing the line somewhere.”


— G. K. CHESTERTON (1874–1936)


a prominent Christian author who today is most widely known for the Father Brown detective stories.


“What I dream of is an art of balance.”


— HENRI MATISSE





“Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures.”


— HENRY WARD BEECHER



“Through all the world there goes one long cry from the heart of the artist: Give me leave to do my utmost.”


— ISAK DINESON



“The painting has a life of its own. I try to let it come through.”


— JACKSON POLLOCK



“We must never forget that art is not a form of propaganda; it is a form of truth.”


— JOHN F. KENNEDY



“Creativity is … seeing something that doesn't exist already. You need to find out how you can bring it into being and that way be a playmate with God.”


— MICHELE SHEA



“I say that good painters imitated nature; but that bad ones vomited it.”


— MIGUEL DE CERVANTES (1547–1616)


is among the greatest writers produced by Spain and celebrated for his masterwork, Don Quixote.
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Is art an expression of the thoughts and urges of its time? Or is it above these things and merely a reflection of the artist's inner drives and psyche? You can join in the conversation with these thoughts.

“I paint my own reality. The only thing I know is that I paint because I need to, and I paint whatever passes through my head without any other consideration.”


— FRIDA KAHLO



“Art is on the side of the oppressed. Think before you shudder at the simplistic dictum and its heretical definition of the freedom of art. For if art is freedom of the spirit, how can it exist within the oppressors?”


— EDITH WHARTON



“Works of art, in my opinion, are the only objects in the material universe to possess internal order, and that is why, though I don't believe that only art matters, I do believe in Art for Art's sake.”


— E. M. FORSTER (1879–1970)


authored such well-known novels as A Passage to India and Howards End.


Every artist wants to be pure. Every artist wants to change the world through his art. (Every artist also wants to be paid full market value for doing so.) Even if you can't help them in this lofty aim, you can at least quote them.

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up.”


— PABLO PICASSO



“Art forms of the past were really considered elitist. Bach did not compose for the masses, neither did Beethoven. It was always for patrons, aristocrats, and royalty. Now we have a sort of democratic version of that, which is to say that the audience is so splintered in its interests.”


— DAVID CRONENBERG (1943–)


a Canadian filmmaker, has made such movies as The Fly (1986), A History of Violence (2005), and Eastern Promises (2007).

“What we play is life.”


— LOUIS ARMSTRONG










ARCHITECTURE



Every artist is convinced that his medium of expression is not only the best possible aesthetic but that it is the only one. This accounts for the fact that the average artist has an ego the size of a Texas dust storm — and about as overwhelming. Architects, because they work generally on a large scale, are probably at the top of the ego tree among the creative arts. Thus the best way to approach a gathering of people talking about architecture is to drop a few words from the giants of the profession.



“The mother art is architecture. Without an architecture of our own, we have no soul of our own civilization.”


— FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



“Architecture is the learned game, correct and magnificent, of forms assembled in the light.”


— LE CORBUSIER



“Architecture starts when you carefully put two bricks together. There it begins.”


— LUDWIG MIES VAN DER ROHE



“Architecture is the reaching out for the truth.”


— LOUIS KAHN



“Our architecture reflects truly as a mirror.”


— LOUIS SULLIVAN (1856–1924)


was one of the foremost American architects of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. “A modern, harmonic and lively architecture is the visible sign of an authentic democracy.”


— WALTER GROPIUS



“A house is a machine for living.”


— R. BUCKMINSTER FULLER



“A great architect is not made by way of a brain nearly so much as he is made by way of a cultivated, enriched heart.”


— FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT




Not everyone holds the architectural profession in such reverence. Modern architecture in particular has taken a severe tongue lashing from critics. If you want to deflate an architect's ego — or, at any rate, reduce it to a manageable size — try one of the following:

“Architecture is the art of how to waste space.”


— PHILIP JOHNSON



“Architects believe that not only do they sit at the right hand of God, but that if God ever gets up, they take the chair.”


— KAREN MOYER



“In my experience, if you have to keep the lavatory door shut by extending your left leg, it's modern architecture.”


— NANCY BANKS SMITH



“You have to give this much to the Luftwaffe: when it knocked down our buildings it did not replace them with anything more offensive than rubble. We did that.”


— CHARLES, PRINCE OF WALES



“The architecture profession has lost a lot of its integrity, especially in the USA. The general architect here has no scruples, no ambitions.”


— HELMUT JAHN



“All architecture is great architecture after sunset.”


— G. K. CHESTERTON



“Architect, n. One who drafts a plan of your house, and plans a draft of your money.”


— AMBROSE BIERCE (1842–1914?)


an editor, journalist, and writer, a savage satirist whose writings reflect trends in American literature after the Civil War.

“What has happened to architecture since the Second World War that the only passers-by who can contemplate it without pain are those equipped with a white stick and a dog?”


— BERNARD LEVIN



“A doctor can bury his mistakes, but an architect can only advise his clients to plant vines.”


— FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT



“Believe me, that was a happy age, before the days of architects, before the days of builders.”


— SENECA




Architects love to be praised, and to hear their profession elevated to the greatest heights. There's no better way to flatter them, and to make yourself appear smart and well-educated, than to toss out something like the following:

“Architecture is music in space, as it were a frozen music.”


— FRIEDRICH WILHELM JOSEPH VON SCHELLING



“Architecture is the work of nations.”


— JOHN RUSKIN



“Architecture aims at eternity.”


— CHRISTOPHER WREN



“Architecture has recorded the great ideas of the human race. Not only every religious symbol, but every human thought has its page in that vast book.”


— VICTOR HUGO



“The job of buildings is to improve human relations.”


— RALPH ERSKINE



“The principle of Gothic architecture is infinity made imaginable.”


— SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE



“Architecture is inhabited sculpture.”


— CONSTANTIN BRANCUSI (1876–1957)


an internationally known Romanian sculptor, helped usher in the Modernist movement with his works.

“Ah, to build, to build! That is the noblest of all the arts.”


— HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW



“We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.”


— WINSTON CHURCHILL
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The rules of architecture, are in constant dispute. When listening to arguments about the true art of building and the importance of Vision in Architecture, casually comment along the following lines:

“Architecture begins where engineering ends.”


— WALTER GROPIUS



“Architecture is not all about the design of the building and nothing else, it is also about the cultural setting and the ambience, the whole affair.”


— MICHAEL GRAVES



“Form ever follows function.”


— LOUIS SULLIVAN



“To create architecture is to put in order. Put what in order? Function and objects.”


— LE CORBUSIER (1887–1965)


was a pioneer of modern architecture, in the movement known as Urbanism.

“Light, God's eldest daughter, is a principal beauty in a building.”


— THOMAS FULLER



“I don't think of form as a kind of architecture. The architecture is the result of the forming. It is the kinesthetic and visual sense of position and wholeness that puts the thing into the realm of art.”


— ROY LICHTENSTEIN



“The rules of navigation never navigated a ship. The rules of architecture never built a house.”


— THOMAS REID



“Even though I build buildings and I pursue my architecture, I pursue it as an artist. I deliberately keep a tiny studio. I don't want to be an architectural firm. I want to remain an artist.”


— MAYA LIN



“If a building becomes architecture, then it is art.”


— ARNE JACOBSEN



“A structure becomes architectural, and not sculptural, when its elements no longer have their justification in nature.”


— GUILLAUME APOLLINAIRE



“I strive for an architecture from which nothing can be taken away.”


— HELMUT JAHN



“An architect should live as little in cities as a painter. Send him to our hills, and let him study there what nature understands by a buttress, and what by a dome.”


— JOHN RUSKIN
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Architecture teaches us about the past in a way that no other records can. Perhaps that's one of its real values, you can remind others of this by quoting them something like this:

“If I had to say which was telling the truth about society, a speech by a Minister of Housing or the actual buildings put up in his time, I should believe the buildings.”


— KENNETH CLARK (1903–1983)


an art historian and author, is best known for his 1968 television series “Civilisation.”

“All architects want to live beyond their deaths.”


— PHILIP JOHNSON



“Architecture, of all the arts, is the one that acts most slowly but the most surely on the soul.”


— ERNEST DIMNET



“Architecture should speak of its time and place, but yearn for timelessness.”


— FRANK GEHRY










PAINTING



From the moment Ancient Man, deep in the caves of Lascaux, lifted his brush to paint pictures of bison and deer on the rocky walls, painting has been among the most magical of arts. Not surprisingly, artists have had a good deal to say about it. There are two ways to participate in a conversation about painting. You can draw on your experience of years studying art, walking the galleries of the Louvre or the Prado, examining the paintings of Monet, Velázquez, Goya, and Leonardo …. Or you can casually drop into the discussion something like the following:



“Painting is the grandchild of nature. It is related to God.”


— REMBRANDT VAN RIJN



“Painting is silent poetry.”


— SIMONIDES



“There are painters who transform the sun to a yellow spot, but there are others who with the help of their art and their intelligence transform a yellow spot into the sun.”


— PABLO PICASSO



“Art is either plagiarism or revolution.”


— PAUL GAUGUIN



“The position of the artist is humble. He is essentially a channel.”


— PIET MONDRIAN




“All art is an imitation of nature.”


— SENECA





“I don't paint things. I only paint the difference between things.”


— HENRI MATISSE



“There is nothing more difficult for a truly creative painter than to paint a rose, because before he can do so he has first to forget all the roses that were ever painted.”


— HENRI MATISSE (1869–1954)


widely regarded as one of the most important artists of the twentieth century, noted for his revolutionary use of color.


Painters don't like to talk about money or the fact that they sell their art. Such conversation is considered vulgar, since Art should be above mere Commerce. (Asking a painter how much she or he sold a picture for is a bit like asking your grandmother how much she spent on your Christmas present.) If the subject does comes up, try one of the following quotations to ease the flow:

“I'd asked around ten or fifteen people for suggestions. Finally one lady friend asked the right question. ‘Well, what do you love the most?’ That's how I started painting money.”


— ANDY WARHOL



“An amateur is someone who supports himself with outside jobs which enable him to paint. A professional is someone whose wife works to enable him to paint.”


— BEN SHAHN



“Art is making something out of nothing and selling it.”


— FRANK ZAPPA




Nothing is more repulsive to the artist than the critic. To endear yourself to an artist, always have a few nasty things to say about critics, reviewers, and criticism in general.

“Painting, n. The art of protecting flat surfaces from the weather and exposing them to the critic.”


— AMBROSE BIERCE



“Every time I paint a portrait I lose a friend.”


— JOHN SINGER SARGENT



“The artist is not a reporter, but a Great Teacher. It is not his business to depict the world as it is, but as it ought to be.”


— H. L. MENCKEN (1880–1956)


an American journalist, editor, and writer, is best known for his book The American Language.


“A painting in a museum hears more ridiculous opinions than anything else in the world.”


— EDMOND DE GONCOURT




Artists love to be asked why and how they paint. They won't necessarily give you an answer, but they love to be asked. To get the conversation going, try one of the following.

“The world today doesn't make sense, so why should I paint pictures that do?”


— PABLO PICASSO



“Only when he no longer knows what he is doing does the painter do good things.”


— EDGAR DEGAS



“A man paints with his brains and not with his hands.”


— MICHAELANGELO



“I experience a period of frightening clarity in those moments when nature is so beautiful. I am no longer sure of myself, and the paintings appear as in a dream.”


— VINCENT VAN GOGH



“Painting is just another way of keeping a diary.”


— PABLO PICASSO (1881–1973)


is sometimes denoted as the greatest artist of the twentieth century.

“A good painter is to paint two main things, men and the working of man's mind.”


— LEONARDO DA VINCI



“Painting is the nail to which I fasten my ideas.”


— GEORGES BRAQUE



“Art is the imposing of a pattern on experience, and our aesthetic enjoyment is recognition of the pattern.”


— ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD



“I've been doing a lot of abstract painting lately, extremely abstract. No brush, no paint, no canvas, I just think about it.


— STEVEN WRIGHT



“Artists who seek perfection in everything are those who cannot attain it in anything.”


— EUGENE DELACROIX (1798–1863)


was a French nineteenth-century painter

“Every good painter paints what he is.”


— JACKSON POLLOCK




Then again …

“Good painting is the kind that looks like sculpture.”


— MICHAELANGELO



“I sometimes wonder if the hand is not more sensitive to the beauties of sculpture than the eye. I should think the wonderful rhythmical flow of lines and curves could be more subtly felt than seen. Be this as it may, I know that I can feel the heartthrobs of the ancient Greeks in their marble gods and goddesses.”


— HELEN KELLER




“A sculptor wields the chisel, and the stricken marble grows to beauty.”


— WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT
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SCULPTURE



The first thing any self-respecting sculptor will explain to you is that sculpting is much harder and more demanding than painting. The second thing is that he is unappreciated by critics — especially the ones who have trashed his last six shows. The third is that he'd never dream of creating his Art for anything so vulgar as money. Be ready to join in the conversation by quoting something along the following lines.



“Sculpture is more divine, and more like Nature,

That fashions all her works in high relief,

And that is Sculpture.

This vast ball, the Earth,

Was moulded out of clay, and baked in fire;

Men, women, and all animals that breathe

Are statues, and not paintings.”


— HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW




“Sculpture is the art of the intelligence.”


— PABLO PICASSO





“I say that the art of sculpture is eight times as great as any other art based on drawing, because a statue has eight views and they must all be equally good.”


— BENVENUTO CELLINI (1500–1571)


the quintessential Renaissance figure: a gold-smith, sculptor, painter, and politician.

“A fellow will hack half a year at a block of marble to make something in stone that hardly resembles a man. The value of statuary is owing to its difficulty. You would not value the finest head cut upon a carrot.”


— SAMUEL JOHNSON



“As paradoxical as it may seem a great sculptor is as much a colourist as the best painter, or rather the best engraver. He plays so skillfully with all the resources of relief, he blends so well the boldness of light with the modesty of shadow, that his sculptures please one, as much as the most charming etchings.”


— AUGUST RODIN




If a sculptor seems to be getting a bit above him or herself, you can always comment along the following lines. However, if the sculptor picks up a hammer after you've quoted your authority, be ready to duck.

“Sculpture, a very noble art, is one that does not in the execution require the same supreme ingenuity as the art of painting, since in two most important and difficult particulars, in foreshortening and in light and shade … the painter has to invent a process, [whereas] sculpture is helped by nature.”


— LEONARDO DA VINCI (1452–1519)


was a poet, painter, sculptor, muralist, musician, scientist, mathematician, and writer. “I did my sculpture as a painter. I did not work as a sculptor.”


— HENRI MATISSE




Once they've convinced you of the superiority of their art over all others, sculptors are eager to explain their philosophy and methods. It turns out that there are exactly as many of these as there are sculptors, whether working in bronze or marble, wood, or wind. If you want to get them going for an entire afternoon, start them off with a quotation such as these.


“A piece of sculpture can have a hole through it and not be weakened if the hole is of a studied size, shape, and direction.”


— HENRY MOORE





“There is no substitute for feeling the stone, the metal, the plaster, or the wood in the hand; to feel its weight; to feel its texture; to struggle with it in the world rather than in the mind alone.”


— WILLIAM M. DUPREE



“Bronze is the mirror of the form, wine of the mind.”


— AESCHYLUS



“Sculpture occupies the same space as your body.”


— ANISH KAPOOR



“A hole in the block of a piece of sculpture is in most cases nothing but the expression of impotence and weakness.”


— FRITZ WOTRUBA (1907–1975)


was a prominent Austrian sculptor who created many works in the form of megalithic abstractions.

“The essence of a sculpture must enter on tip-toe, as light as animal footprints on snow.”


— JEAN ARP (1886–1966)


was a leading figure in the Dada art movement.

“As picture teaches the colouring, so sculpture the anatomy of form.”


— RALPH WALDO EMERSON




“A great sculpture can roll down a hill without breaking.”


— MICHAELANGELO






“Sculpture is the art of the hole and the lump.”


— AUGUST RODIN






One thing many sculptors do agree on (particularly those who carve in stone) is that the form of the finished sculpture lies hidden in the material. Display your erudition and extensive knowledge of the art (even if you don't have any) by quoting one of the following.

“Within every block of wood and stone, there dwells a spirit, waiting to be released. Direct carving is a way of freeing the spirit — my own and that of the stone or wood.”


— HAP HAGOOD



“The stone unhewn and cold Becomes a living mould, The more the marble wastes The more the statue grows.”


— MICHAELANGELO
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“I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free.”


— MICHAELANGELO






To impress any artist and elevate the level of your conversation, quote from one of the masters of the art.

“There are two devices which can help the sculptor to judge his work: one is not to see it for a while. The other … is to look at his work through spectacles which will change its color and magnify or diminish it, so as to disguise it somehow to his eye, and make it look as though it were the work of another.”


— GIANLORENZO BERNINI




“Where did I learn to understand sculpture? In the woods by looking at the trees, along roads by observing the formation of clouds, in the studio by studying the model, every-where except in the schools.”


— AUGUST RODIN












CINEMA



When writing of his experiences as a successful Hollywood screenwriter, William Goldman observed, “Nobody knows anything.” Although many others have made similar observations about the essentially anarchic process of movie making, nonetheless, some 400 movies are produced and released every year. This is something of a miracle, considering the vast amounts of ego, money, and influence that are common currency in Hollywood. Tinseltown is first and foremost about appearance — substance is very low down on the list of things that matter there. So toss out something like these sentiments, and you'll be welcomed into the world of America's showfolk.
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