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How to Use This Book


Although there have been somewhere between 75,000 and 100,000 books published about the Civil War since 1865 (depending on which source you consult), the overwhelming majority have been on the Eastern Theater (Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland) and the grand campaigns and huge battles fought there that have become part of the American lexicon. However, the battles and campaigns that really brought the Confederacy to a close happened elsewhere, at Vicksburg in Mississippi, at Shiloh in Tennessee, at New Orleans and Port Hudson in Louisiana, at Wilmington and Durham Station in North Carolina, at Charleston in South Carolina, and, most important, at Atlanta and Savannah in Georgia. While Gettysburg, a name known literally around the world, has long been known as “the battle” of the war, it really was just a meeting engagement followed by a three-day battle of assault and maneuver, where the Union Army hung on by its fingernails most of the battle and only grievous error (some might argue a series of errors) of judgment by Lee handed the victory to the North. In comparison, the same day that Lee’s final charge up Cemetery Ridge broke the back of his own army, Pemberton in Vicksburg surrendered to Grant after a long, painful campaign that featured brilliant maneuvering on Grant’s part, superb gunnery by the Confederate cannoneers guarding the Mississippi River approaches to the city, heroic though unsuccessful assaults on the ramparts of the surrounding forts by Sherman’s men, six weeks of unbroken siege and heavy bombardment that resulted in the starving civilians of the city moving into caves and basements for cover, and, finally, an honorable surrender of an infantry garrison that had not been defeated in any direct assault on the city.


Similarly, although various Union armies maneuvered and fought all around the northern and eastern approaches to Richmond (their target from the very beginning) most of the four-year-long war, the city was finally taken only after Lee’s decimated Army of Northern Virginia was no longer able to resist the overwhelming Union armies opposing it. On the other hand, Atlanta was an even more important target from a military standpoint than Richmond itself, having manufacturing facilities to make the weapons and uniforms impossible to import through the Union naval blockade, warehouses to store all the supplies, and three major rail lines crossing in the middle of town able to take all those needed supplies to any point of the Confederacy. Richmond’s major exports were ill-advised orders and advice from the politicians and hangers-on that plagued the city like so many vermin-infested mice. Atlanta fell after fewer than four months of a brilliant, determined, and well-led campaign by Sherman, and his subsequent sightseeing trip down to Savannah really and finally cut the Confederacy in half. The loss of both supplies and transport doomed the Confederacy, itself toppling less than six months afterwards.


The first part of every chapter discusses the history and chronology of the area, with as many anecdotal stories packed in as our editors would allow, and is followed by a listing section, where basic travel information is provided. This section is by no measure comprehensive—we really saw no need to tell you about the 16 fast-food establishments parked at the entrance gate of a national battlefield, for example; nor did we feel the need to review the amenities of standardized chain motels that clog the exit ramps of freeways these days like so many sutlers’ rows. We have attempted to let you know how to find these places in the rare instances it was not absolutely obvious upon arrival at a historic site. Some lodging and dining establishments were so overwhelmingly superior, however, that we felt as if we just had to bring them to your attention. We must point out that many of the areas we discuss are covered in thorough detail in other GPP publications, such as Insiders’ Guide to Atlanta, Insiders’ Guide to Savannah, and Insiders’ Guide to North Carolina’s Outer Banks (available online and at major bookstores).


Some chapters also include day trips, mostly Civil War–oriented attractions that were not really a part of whatever we were discussing in the chapter, along with some unrelated features and attractions that the average history buff should enjoy.


The Civil War and the military have a specialized language that may trip up the uninitiated. Thus a glossary at the end of the book will help you understand terms and expressions that have no plain-language equivalent.


One last caveat: This work is the product of some very opinionated and somewhat biased historians (as if there were any other kinds!). As professional historians, we have tried to lay aside biases and opinions and take fresh looks at the events that unfolded here, but as interpreting history is an entirely subjective exercise, one cannot work in the vacuum of sober objectivity. The opinions presented here are our own and do not necessarily represent the views of Globe Pequot Press, the National Park Service, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, or any other interested parties.




Before You Go


As always, it pays to make a quick phone call to the facilities at your destination, before you start out on a lengthy road trip, to confirm hours of operation and other new developments. It also pays to be aware that you will likely be subject to a search before being allowed entry to any current military facility, so it would be advisable to leave weapons or anything that might be viewed with suspicion at home. Ask at the gate if photography or videotaping is allowed at your destination.





PRICE CODES


Accommodations: Based on information available at the time of publication, we offer the following price code (average one-night charge for double occupancy rates in peak season) as a general guide. Please note that fluctuations in price and availability occur frequently. Extra charges may apply for special weekends, additional people in the room, efficiency apartments, or pets. These prices do not include local or state taxes. Unless otherwise indicated, accommodations accept major credit cards.






	$

	$35 to $70






	$$

	$70 to $100






	$$$

	$100 to $130






	$$$$

	$130 and up







Restaurants: The price code below is for a dinner entree (or lunch if dinner is not served) for one person. Appetizers, desserts, alcohol, and gratuity are additional.






	$

	$10 and under






	$$

	$10 to $20






	$$$

	$20 to $30






	$$$$

	$30 and up









Introduction


The Civil War was a watershed event in American history. Lasting four long and tragic years, it transformed the nation. Almost five million soldiers and sailors fought for one side or the other; virtually every American was caught up in the cauldron of conflict. An expensive war, it cost at least 620,000 American lives, nearly as many as all other wars combined (approximately 213,000 died in combat and another 407,000 from wounds, disease, accidents, and other causes). Thousands of civilians lost their lives as well, and military operations destroyed millions of dollars in property, laying waste to the entire economic system of the Old South.


Nearly a century and a half since the first shots were fired at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, in April 1861, the origins of the war remain a subject of debate. Should primacy be given to disagreements over states’ rights and the nature of the union, to the issue of slavery, or to other causes? Whichever factor one assigns primacy to, one thing is clear: When Abraham Lincoln was elected president on a platform that pledged to block the expansion of slavery into the western territories, seven states—South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, and Texas—voted to secede from the United States and to form the Confederate States of America. Lincoln asserted that he had no plans to interfere with slavery where it existed, but when he called for troops to put down the rebellion and force the states of the Deep South to return to the Union, 4 states of the Upper South—North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, and Arkansas—joined the 7. The 11 southern states were opposed by the 23 states that remained loyal to the United States, a number that grew by 3 during the war as Nevada and West Virginia were admitted to the Union and rebellion in Tennessee was subdued by Union armies and that state was reabsorbed into the United States.


Within months of the firing on Fort Sumter, armies confronted each other along a 1,200-mile-front stretching from Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean in the east to Missouri and Arkansas in the west. The balance of resources favored the Union. Twenty-two million people lived in the North versus nine million in the Confederacy (that included more than three million slaves, one-third of the population of the predominantly agricultural South). Most American manufacturing facilities were located in the North, which also had significantly more natural resources and raw materials, a far better developed transportation system, a functioning government, and an established navy. Southern leaders believed that a greater sense of purpose and higher morale would offset these advantages; they also believed that Southern armies were more ably led than those of their opponents.


The Confederacy was in reality independent by mid-1861, and its political and military leaders had faith that the South’s ability to pursue a defensive strategy, one aimed at maintaining the status quo, gave them an advantage. Southern leaders believed that “Cotton was King,” and that European dependence on the Southern staple would lead Britain and France to recognize their independence and extend material aid to the new nation. Union leaders, on the other hand, knew it was imperative that they take the offensive to reunite the nation. At the outbreak of hostilities many expected, or at least hoped for, a quick military victory and rapid reunion; others, including General Winfield Scott, believed that it would be a long war, and Scott, as commander in chief of Union armies, devised the “Anaconda Plan,” a strategy designed to: 1) exert continued pressure on the Confederacy, particularly in northern Virginia; 2) blockade the southern coast to prevent the export of cotton and import of foreign manufactures, especially war supplies; and 3) subdivide the South to prevent the movement of men and material from one section to another. This strategy ultimately succeeded, and the South was squeezed to death much as its namesake, the anaconda constrictor, crushed it prey.


But this would take four years and, as the war wore on, issues that pitted brother against brother and state against state evolved. The war resulted in an end to slavery as an institution and proved that states’ rights were secondary to those of the majority of Americans as expressed through the national government in Washington. The nation was reunited during the dozen postwar years commonly referred to as “Reconstruction,” but many Southerners were not reconciled to their fate until the following century.


A struggle of such magnitude brought forth leaders of heroic stature on both sides. Abraham Lincoln, consistently ranked as the greatest U.S. president and the subject of more books than any other American, regularly receives much of the credit for Union victory. The reputation of Jefferson Davis, his southern counterpart, has not fared as well, but those of Confederate generals Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, Albert Sidney Johnston, Jeb Stuart, and Nathan Bedford Forrest compare favorably with assessments of Ulysses S. Grant, William Tecumseh Sherman, George H. Thomas, and Winfield Scott Hancock. Historians and Civil War enthusiasts continue to debate who was the better overall commander, the better theater commander, and the most effective combat leader. Having the larger navy, the Union produced more operational heroes—for example, David Glasgow Farragut, David Dixon Porter, and Andrew Foote—than the Confederacy, but the South’s Raphael Semmes and Franklin Buchanan made the most of their nation’s limited naval assets, and Semmes did so with a romantic dash that matched cavalry commanders such as the Confederacy’s John Singleton Moseby and the Union’s George Armstrong Custer. Both sides produced controversial commanders, including George B. McClellan, who built and trained but always seemed reluctant to commit the Army of the Potomac to battle, and Joseph E. Johnston, who commanded Confederate forces and fought defensive campaigns in Virginia before ceding command in that theater to Lee and moving west to defend Atlanta against Sherman. Could his strategy of standing on the defensive, yielding ground slowly—that is, to win by not losing, a strategy followed by George Washington during the American Revolution—have succeeded in the long run, or would it merely have prolonged the agony of the South given the superior resources of the North?


The Civil War is often judged to be both the last old-fashioned war in which men charged one another across open fields to grapple hand to hand and the first modern war in which railroads, the telegraph, rifled artillery, and iron warships played significant roles. These, as well as more mundane artifacts, can be viewed at innumerable museums located throughout the nation.


When, after four long years of combat engaged on great battlefields such as Bull Run/Manassas in Virginia; Fort Donaldson and Shiloh/Pittsburg Landing in Tennessee; Pea Ridge in Arkansas; the Peninsula between the York and James River in Virginia; at Antietam in Maryland; Vicksburg in Mississippi; Gettysburg in Pennsylvania; and the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, and Petersburg in Virginia; fought along the coasts at North Carolina’s Outer Banks; Port Royal and Charleston, South Carolina; Mobile Bay, Alabama; and Galveston, Texas; and in operations waged on the rivers of the Mississippi Valley with Fort Henry and Island No. 10 in the north, New Orleans to the south, and Port Hudson and Vicksburg in between, plus in the Red and Arkansas Rivers; the guns fell silent, America was transformed. Factories built to supply the ready-made uniforms and shoes that clothed and shod the armies, the national currency and financial system developed to finance the war, and the rail network constructed to move men and material to the battlefields survived the war and shifted to serving the civilian population. Many of the citizen soldiers who had never ventured more than a few miles from home had their perspectives transformed; thousands moved West rather than return home permanently.


From southern Pennsylvania west to southern Missouri and in the region to the south of the Ohio River, it is difficult to drive an hour without encountering a reminder of the Civil War, be it the statue of a soldier on a county courthouse lawn, a roadside historical marker, or the site of a battlefield, many of which are preserved in state or national parks. These sites allow the traveler to revisit the nation’s past, to glimpse events that laid the basis for the emergence of modern America. Reading can supply knowledge of political, social, and military aspects of the war, but nothing substitutes fully for viewing the terrain on which battles were fought. Such visits provide valuable lessons concerning the very fabric of American life. This volume is designed to help one locate the key sites of the war and to make the most of available time by guiding the visitor to the most significant parts of those sites. It can serve as the basic resource for planning forays into America’s past and once on the scene of historic events, a guide to what to see and how to allocate one’s time.


—James C. Bradford
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Sharpsburg/Monocacy: Jump Off to the North
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THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM



(Sharpsburg)


Fought between Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac and General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia on September 17, 1862, the Battle of Antietam was the single bloodiest day of the Civil War. Combined casualties approached 25,000—including some 3,700 dead. The battle was a tactical draw but a strategic victory for the Federals, who forced Lee to abandon his first invasion of the North. By bringing the war to the enemy, Lee had hoped to inspire peace sentiment in the North, rally recruits to his army, and—with luck—crush the Federals in a decisive battle.


Meanwhile, the world watched. A number of European nations, particularly England, relied heavily on Southern cotton, and therefore were following the American Civil War with great interest. Confederate President Jefferson Davis hoped that a convincing Southern victory on Northern soil would bring recognition and support from the South’s trading partners overseas. Hoping to take advantage of disorganized Federal leadership in the wake of his victory in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Lee launched his offensive on September 4. Meanwhile, Lincoln reluctantly replaced Major General John Pope with Major General George B. McClellan—who had been removed from command of the Army of the Potomac earlier that summer. As meek as ever, McClellan told his wife that he had again been called upon to save the nation. “I only consent to take it for my country’s sake and with the humble hope that God has called me to it,” the “Young Napoleon” wrote.


Lee advanced to Frederick, Maryland, and dispatched General Thomas J. Jackson west to capture Harpers Ferry. But when the Southern commander discovered that a copy of his plans for the campaign (the famed “Special Orders No. 191”) had disappeared (a Union soldier found it, wrapped around three cigars and dropped in a vacated Confederate camp), however, he was suddenly forced to contemplate retreat. Instead, word of Jackson’s imminent return (after capturing Harpers Ferry and its entire 12,000-man Federal garrison) convinced him to fight. While Confederate units stalled Federal pursuit in the gaps of South Mountain, the balance of Lee’s infantry dug in between Antietam Creek and the town of Sharpsburg.


With a huge advantage in numbers (roughly 75,000 versus 40,000), McClellan should have—with proper coordination and judicious use of his manpower—been able to overwhelm his foe. Instead, he fought with caution and withheld support troops when they were most needed. The battle opened in the early morning fog of September 17, when elements of Union Major General Joseph Hooker’s I Corps attacked Lee’s left flank, kicking off a morning of inconclusive, bloody back-and-forth struggle through a cornfield and heavy woods. Heavy musketry mowed down soldiers and cornstalks alike—to no apparent end.
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Dead soldiers in the Hagerstown Road near a cornfield after the Battle of Antietam


Meanwhile, Union General Edwin Sumner launched a poorly coordinated, two-division strike at the Confederate center, taking horrible casualties in the process. As a by-product of that misguided assault, Brigadier General William H. French found himself with some 5,700 Federals opposite a sunken road filled with a bristling line of Southerners under Brigadier General D. H. Hill. Eager to break through and divide Lee’s army, French attacked. For some three hours, Hill’s division held its ground, as the field before them filled with dead Federals and their own cart-path turned into “Bloody Lane.” Lee sent a division to support Hill. Finally, a mix-up in the Rebel line presented the Yankees with an opening: “We pressed on,” a New York infantryman later wrote, “until we reached a ditch dug in the road in which the enemy lay in line, and the few who did not surrender did not live to tell the tale of their defeat.” Shooting down the exposed Confederates “like sheep in a pen,” the New Yorkers finally opened a gap in the Rebel lines. But neither Sumner nor McClellan chose to follow up, and the hole quickly closed.
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Map of the Battle of Antietam showing military positions on September 17, 1862


On the Union left, meanwhile, Ninth Corps Yankees under Major General Ambrose Burnside—the round-faced Rhode Islander whose side-whiskers would inspire the term “sideburns”—had been fighting since 10 a.m. to get across a narrow stone bridge to assail the Confederate right. Shortly after noon, McClellan—looking to break the stalemate on his right—passed word through Burnside that the bridge had to be carried at all costs. Brigadier General Samuel Sturgis assigned the job to a regiment of Pennsylvanians and one of New Yorkers, and later described the action that followed:
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By the time Confederate soldiers crossed Burnside Bridge, the dramatic end of the bloodiest day in American history was approaching.




They started on their mission of death full of enthusiasm, and, taking a route less exposed than the regiments (Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire) which had made the effort before them, rushed at a double-quick over the slope leading to the bridge and over the bridge itself, with an impetuosity which the enemy could not resist; and the Stars and Stripes were planted on the opposite bank at 1 o’clock p.m., amid the most enthusiastic cheering from every part of the field from where they could be seen.





Having finally reached enemy ground, Burnside’s offensive lost its momentum as the Federals waited for ammunition to come up. By the time the blue lines reached the outskirts of Sharpsburg at around 3:30 p.m., Major General A. P. Hill’s 3,300 Confederates—arriving from Harpers Ferry—had reached the field to slow them. Here McClellan might have supported Burnside with reinforcements and won the day. But he did not, and the Federals paid the price. Burnside withdrew his corps back across the creek; exhaustion and the approach of dusk prevented further fighting.


Few Civil War battles matched the fight at Sharpsburg for sheer viciousness. Even Clara Barton, who would later found the American Red Cross and who had seen her share of casualties, spoke with horror as she tended to the battle’s wounded: “War is a dreadful thing. Oh, my God, can’t this civil strife be brought to an end.”


What might have—and should have—been a smashing Union victory ended instead in stalemate. While sickened Sharpsburg residents and soldiers began burying the dead, George McClellan sent only a small force in pursuit of General Lee’s retreating army. The Federals reached Blackford’s (or Boteler’s) Ford—east of Shepherdstown—on the morning of the 19th, hours after Lee’s tired troops had crossed. After a day of skirmishing, Union Major General Fitz John Porter’s Bluecoats drove off General William Pendleton’s small covering force. This inconsequential Federal pursuit ended, however, when A. P. Hill’s Rebel division counterattacked the next day. McClellan’s fate as an army commander was sealed; he hung on to his command until November, when President Lincoln relieved him in favor of Ambrose Burnside.
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Lincoln met with General McClellan at Sharpsburg about two weeks after the battle.


While Lincoln was unsatisfied with the battle’s result, Lee had been forced to retreat south and yield the battlefield to the Union—just enough positive news to compel the president to issue his Emancipation Proclamation. Scheduled to take effect on January 1, 1863, the proclamation added a moral impetus to the political struggle and spurred the recruitment of black soldiers for the first time. The roughly 180,000 black fighting men that subsequently joined Union forces gave Lincoln—and his generals—a powerful boost against Confederate armies shrinking by the day. Lincoln would later call the Emancipation Proclamation “the central act of my administration, and the greatest event of the nineteenth century.”
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THE BATTLE OF MONOCACY



L ittle known or understood, the July 9, 1864, Battle of Monocacy bought precious time for the defenders of Washington, D.C., who were squarely in the sights of Confederate General Jubal Early.


On June 18, Early bested Union General David Hunter’s Federals at Lynchburg, ending Hunter’s scorching drive through the upper Shenandoah Valley and sending him scampering into West Virginia. Jumping at the chance for an offensive, Early gathered some 14,000 Confederate troops and marched north, reaching Winchester on July 2. By now, Early had gotten the belated attention of the War Department and the eye of General Lew Wallace. Another of the Union’s political generals, Wallace had shown flashes of potential early in the war before slipping up while commanding a division at Shiloh. Banished to the Union’s little-known Middle Department, Wallace was operating out of Baltimore when Early approached. Hoping to at least slow Early’s advance, Wallace raced west and deployed his tiny force of some 2,300 men in a strong position behind the Monocacy River, southeast of Frederick. The timely arrival of James Ricketts’s division of the VI Corps—which Ulysses S. Grant had sent north from Petersburg—still left Wallace with, at most, 5,800 troops, and outnumbered three-to-one.


On the morning of July 9, Early’s small army pushed through Frederick to find Wallace’s thin line of Federals.


Early launched a total of five assaults at the Union position before Wallace pulled his men back toward Baltimore. Early’s quick victory, however, cost him a full day—a precious 24 hours that brought Grant’s XIX Corps reinforcements closer to the capital. He reached the northern outskirts of Washington’s defensive ring on July 11, just ahead of the returning Federal VI Corps, which began filling the all-but-empty trenches around Fort Stevens.


In hindsight it seems unlikely that Early could have fought his way into Washington, even without the presence of Grant’s reinforcements. But Wallace—and many others—believed his men had saved the capital. Even Grant, whose criticism of Wallace’s performance at Shiloh had all but ruined his subordinate’s career, tossed Wallace a few accolades in his memoirs, which were published shortly after his July 1885 death. Regarding Early’s withdrawal from Washington’s doorstep, Grant offered:
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Plan of the Battle of Monocacy
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General Lew Wallace


There is no telling how much this result was contributed to by General Lew Wallace’s leading what might well be considered a forlorn hope. If Early had been but one day earlier he might have entered the capital before the arrival of the reinforcements I had sent. Whether the delay caused by the battle amounted to a day or not, General Wallace contributed on this occasion, by the defeat of the troops under him a greater benefit to the cause than often falls to the lot of a commander of an equal force to render by means of a victory.


For Wallace—who in the years following the Civil War would write the best-selling novel, Ben-Hur, negotiate with an outlaw named Billy the Kid (both while governor of New Mexico Territory), and serve as U.S. consul to Turkey—such praise must have been highly satisfying.
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BALL’S BLUFF BATTLEFIELD AND NATIONAL CEMETERY



The Battle of Ball’s Bluff might have been dismissed as just one more of the Union’s early-war beatings if it had not claimed the life of U.S. senator—and longtime friend of President Abraham Lincoln—Edward D. Baker.


For the men in blue, the battle was especially ugly. Since the Confederate victory at Bull Run on July 21, there had been little movement in the east. Small bodies of Union and Confederate troops watched each other from their posts on either side of the Potomac River. In October, General George B. McClellan—then hard at work assembling the Army of the Potomac—suggested that Brigadier General Charles P. Stone undertake to dislodge Confederates posted at Leesburg, just west of the river. In the early-morning darkness of October 21, Stone sent three brigades (one under the command of Oregon senator Edward Baker) across the Potomac and up a muddy rise at a roughly equal force of Rebels under Brigadier General Shanks Evans.


Supporting units entered the fray after sporadic opening shots, and the two sides exchanged fire into the afternoon. At about 4 p.m. a sharpshooter’s bullet ended Baker’s life; soon after, the Federal lines bent then broke, and panicked soldiers stumbled and slid back down Ball’s Bluff. Rebel pursuers wounded scores of foundering Yankees as they tried to ford the river. Hundreds of other Federals were captured. The battle changed nothing. Evans lost 33 Confederates killed and another 116 wounded or missing. Stone’s brigades were practically halved, with 49 Yankees killed, 158 wounded (including Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.), and more than 700 captured or missing.


Slightly Out of the Way: Shepherdstown, West Virginia


Once known as Mecklenburg, this West Virginia (formerly Virginia) town lent its name to the two-day clash that occurred just to its east, along the Potomac River, on September 19–20, 1862. Wounded victims of the Battle of Shepherdstown and its massive predecessor filled virtually every building in the area. At least 100 Confederates killed outside of Shepherdstown were buried in Elwood Cemetery, where some 300 Southerners—including Stonewall Jackson’s aide, Henry Kyd Douglas—now lay.
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Map of the Battle of Ball’s Bluff


Today, visitors can walk through the cemetery as part of a day spent in town, which has been named a Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places. Shepherdstown is also the home of the George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War. Founded in 1993, the center is now located on German Street in the Conrad Shindler House, one of countless town buildings that served as makeshift hospitals following the Battle of Antietam. The house was purchased by actress Mary Tyler Moore and donated to then-Shepherd College in 1996, as a tribute to her father George Tyler Moore, a Civil War enthusiast. For information on the center and its programs, call (304) 876-5429.


History enthusiasts will also want to visit the Historic Shepherdstown Museum, at the corner of Princess and East German Streets. Set in the restored Entler Hotel, a two-story brick holdover from the Civil War era, the museum boasts several rooms, a re-creation of a Victorian sitting room, a 1905 mail wagon, and a number of American Indian and Civil War artifacts and exhibits, among other items. The museum is open April through October. Admission is free. Further information about the museum and historic downtown Shepherdstown can be found at www.historicshepherdstown.com.


HISTORIC SITES


Antietam National Battlefield
5831 Dunker Church Rd.
Sharpsburg
(301) 432-5124
www.nps.gov/anti


Today, the serene landscape of Antietam National Battlefield looks much as it did when the battle began. In recent years, the park has reacquired about 2,000 acres of the battlefield’s original countryside, reforested its west and north woods, added some 8,000 feet of historically accurate fencing, and refurbished several of the park’s original structures. In addition to 2½ miles of new park trails and a renovated visitor center and museum, the park is now also home to the Pry House Field Hospital Museum, an extension of the National Museum of Civil War Medicine, in Frederick. General McClellan made the house the headquarters of his Union forces, which was visited by Abraham Lincoln two weeks after the battle. Facilities are wheelchair-accessible. Located off Route 65, the park is easily accessible from any direction.


Antietam National Cemetery
Antietam National Battlefield
5831 Dunker Church Rd.
Sharpsburg
(301) 432-5124
www.nps.gov/anti


The final resting place for 4,776 Union soldiers who were killed in the battles of Antietam, Monocacy, and in other nearby conflicts, Antietam National Cemetery is now one of the 130 cemeteries that make up the National Cemetery System. At the center of the cemetery stands a 44-foot, 7-inch granite statue of a Union infantryman, facing homeward to the north to commemorate the fallen soldiers.


Ball’s Bluff Battlefield and National Cemetery
Rte. 15 at Battlefield Parkway
Leesburg, VA
(703) 779-9372
www.nps.gov/nr/travel/journey/bnc.htm


Although Ball’s Bluff is located in Virginia, it’s just a quick drive down Route 15 from Frederick. Surrounded—much like Manassas Battlefield—by the trappings of the modern world (one must drive through a residential development to reach it), Ball’s Bluff Battlefield and National Cemetery is nevertheless nicely tucked away in dense woods. A ¾-mile walking path takes visitors from the parking lot to the edge of the steep bluff down which Union troops fled at battle’s end. Aside from the steep hill itself, the highlight of the battlefield is its National Cemetery, a neatly groomed, walled-in burial site containing 25 graves representing 54 of the battle’s victims. Only one of these men—James Allen of the 15th Massachusetts—has been identified. Admission is free.


Barbara Fritchie House and Museum
154 W. Patrick St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 698-8992


Barbara Fritchie was immortalized in a John Greenleaf Whittier poem as the woman who challenged Confederate troops in the streets of Frederick: “Shoot if you must, this old gray head,” Fritchie reportedly shouted from an upstairs window, “but spare your country’s flag.” This reconstruction of Fritchie’s original house is open for tours by appointment.


The Kennedy Farmhouse (John Brown’s Headquarters)
2406 Chestnut Grove Rd.
Sharpsburg
(202) 537-8900 (tour information)
www.johnbrown.org


Located just 6 miles from Harpers Ferry, this small farm proved to be just what John Brown needed when he went house hunting in 1859. Under the alias “Isaac Smith,” Brown lived here with his followers as they prepared for their 1859 campaign to free slaves. With the help of federal funds and private donations, co-owner South Lynn spent some 20 painstaking years restoring the old farmhouse to its original appearance. Despite the historic significance of the building, which has been declared a National Historic Landmark, its maintenance and operation (still looked over by Mr. Lynn) depends on public support.


Monocacy National Battlefield
4801 Urbana Pike
Frederick, MD
(301) 662-3515
www.nps.gov/mono


The Monocacy National Battlefield Park opened a new 7,000-square-foot visitor center in 2007, transforming the occasionally overlooked park into a compelling experience for Civil War enthusiasts who want to explore the “battle that saved Washington.” In addition to the new exhibits and electronic maps, the park also opened four new walking trails, making acres of the historic grounds more accessible to the public. A self-guided driving tour follows the events of July 9, 1864. Admission is free.


Mount Olivet Cemetery
515 S. Market St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 662-1164
www.mountolivetcemeteryinc.com


Francis Scott Key, Barbara Fritchie, Maryland’s first governor, Thomas Johnson, and some 800 Union and Confederate soldiers lie in Mount Olivet Cemetery, which is open from dawn to dusk daily.


National Museum of Civil War Medicine
48 E. Patrick St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 695-1864
www.civilwarmed.org


The vastness of Civil War battlefields and the study of regiments, corps, and flanking movements can easily make one forget about war’s human cost. For that reason alone, the National Museum of Civil War Medicine is one of those places that everyone—not just Civil War enthusiasts—should visit. The museum, which opened in 1996, filled a huge void in the field, and has since added a satellite building (the Pry House Field Hospital Museum) on the Antietam Battlefield.


Installed in 7,000 square feet of space on two floors are lifelike displays that tell the story of Civil War medicine. Boasting an unmatched collection of medical artifacts, they cover the role of the surgeon, from his own sparse training through the examination of recruits (usually superficial); the dangers of camp life (an exhibit that contains the war’s only known surviving surgeon’s tent); field-dressing and battlefield care; nursing; and a new exhibit on the embalming of the dead.


The National Museum of Civil War Medicine is wheelchair accessible. It also offers group tours, which take about 90 minutes and should be arranged in advance. The museum boasts a research room and a one-of-a-kind gift shop.


Rose Hill Cemetery
(301) 739-3630
600 S. Potomac St.
Hagerstown, MD
www.rosehillcemeteryofhagerstown.org


In the decade that followed the Civil War, some 2,000 Confederate soldiers killed at Antietam or South Mountain were reinterred here. Only 346 of the men were ever identified.


South Mountain State Battlefield
6620 Zittlestown Rd.
Middletown, MD
(301) 791-4767
www.dnr.state.md.us


Part of the South Mountain Recreation Area, the site of the September 14, 1862, Battle of South Mountain is now maintained and operated by the nonprofit group Friends of South Mountain State Battlefield. Only the key sections of the park—Turner’s Gap, Fox’s Gap, and Crampton’s Gap—currently feature roadside markers, interpretive signage, or monuments. But with some financial assistance, the group hopes to add museums at the north and south ends of the battlefield.


ACCOMMODATIONS






	
Hill House Bed & Breakfast
12 W. Third St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 682-4111
www.hillhousefrederick.com


	$$$–$$$$







This circa-1870 restored Victorian town house is a great place to stay if you’re looking for easy access to downtown Frederick’s antiques shops and historical sites. The impeccably restored inn boasts four guest rooms furnished with original art, antiques, and period accents like four-poster and canopy beds. Guests also enjoy private bathrooms and a full southern Maryland breakfast each morning.






	
Hollerstown Hill
4 Clarke Place
Frederick, MD
(301) 228-3630
www.hollerstownhill.com


	$$$







Staying at Hollerstown Hill is much like staying in a doll-house. Tucked away in a quiet Frederick neighborhood, the circa-1900 Victorian even boasts its own collection of antique dolls, tastefully displayed around the house in the company of other period antiques. There are four large guest rooms, each with wireless Internet, private bath, and one with its own private porch. After a busy day of sightseeing, you can wage battles of your own in a game room stocked with board games, a pool table, and even a Civil War chess set.






	
The Inn at Antietam Bed and Breakfast
220 E. Main St.
Sharpsburg
(301) 432-6601
www.innatantietam.com


	$$$–$$$$







Few people get the chance to sleep in such comfort on a Civil War battle site, especially one as important as Antietam National Battlefield. But that’s just what the Inn at Antietam Bed and Breakfast offers in five distinct suites that range in price and degree of luxury. Each suite features central air-conditioning, private baths, and old-time comfort. Others (such as the General Burnside Smokehouse Suite) also offer a fireplace, wet bar, and TV/VCR. Common areas include a small library, a parlor (with a baby grand piano), a solarium, and a wraparound porch from which residents can take in the area’s unmatched scenery.






	
Inn at Buckeystown
3521 and 3619 Buckeystown Pike
Buckeystown, MD
(301) 874-5755
www.innatbuckeystown.com


	$$$–$$$$







Just south of Monocacy, this award-winning inn offers a central location from which to explore Antietam, Frederick, Harpers Ferry, and northern Virginia. Built in 1897, the historic mansion was converted to a luxurious five-bedroom guesthouse in 1981. In the rooms, you’ll find sparkling chandeliers (and even working fireplaces in three of the rooms), plus glorious gardens and a wraparound porch that’s perfect for savoring a glass of wine (it’s strictly bring-your-own-bottle, so be sure to stop by a local winery on your way). For a late-afternoon pick-me-up, the inn also offers a delightful high tea service.






	
Jacob Rohrbach Inn
138 W. Main St.
Sharpsburg
(301) 432-5079
(877) 839-4242
www.jacob-rohrbach-inn.com


	$$$–$$$$







The Jacob Rohrbach Inn is a historical treasure, built more than 50 years before the outbreak of the Civil War. The five-bedroom inn lies within walking distance of the battlefield park and even stocks bicycles for guests who wish to explore the park on two wheels. Before you set out for the day, feast on a delicious multicourse breakfast, prepared with herbs and produce grown on the property. Although the house itself is more than 200 years old, it boasts a full suite of modern amenities like wireless Internet and cable TV, and owners Joanne and Paul Breitenbach are eager to assist with historical information, along with recommendations for sightseeing and entertainment.






	
Thomas Shepherd Bed and Breakfast
Corner of Duke and German Sts.
Shepherdstown, WV
(888) 889-8952
www.thomasshepherdinn.com


	$$$–$$$$







Those who take the quick 4-mile drive from Sharpsburg to Shepherdstown will find comfortable accommodations at the Thomas Shepherd Inn, which happens to be the only bed-and-breakfast in town. Built in 1868, the Federal-style inn is one of the few buildings in town that was not used as a hospital following the Battle of Antietam.


Located at the end of Shepherdstown’s main thoroughfare, the Thomas Shepherd Inn offers convenience (within walking distance of everything in town, and driving distance of Harpers Ferry, etc.), comfort (six delightful, air-conditioned rooms, private baths), friendly service (homemade breakfast served each morning, etc.), and—considering that owners Jim Ford and Jeanne Muir have Shepherdstown’s B&B market cornered—surprisingly reasonable prices.


RESTAURANTS






	
Blue Moon Café
Corner of Princess and High Sts.
Shepherdstown, WV
(304) 876-1920
www.bluemoonshepherdstown.com


	$$







The Blue Moon menu boasts just about every American staple one can imagine, including gourmet pizzas, fine dinners, hearty sandwiches and salads, and vegetarian meals. You’ll take a trip around the globe just by perusing the menu: vegan chickpea curry is listed on the same page as “Jessie’s Meato Escondido,” a roast beef sandwich topped with feta cheese, fresh spinach, onions, and cucumbers, served on ciabatta bread slathered with herbed cream cheese. The casual environment is just as diverse, with seating in three different dining rooms and outside along the water.






	
Cacique
26 N. Market St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 695-2756
www.caciquefrederick.com


	$$







You might not think that Frederick would be a hotbed for haute cuisine, but the town has practically become a suburb of Washington, D.C., and it’s attracted its share of residents with sophisticated palates. At Cacique, Spanish and Mexican cuisine sit side by side—a cultural faux pas, perhaps, but diners give a thumb’s-up to Spanish dishes like paella or mussels prepared in Andalucian fashion, as well as traditional Mexican cuisine.






	
Captain Bender’s Tavern
111 E. Main St.
Sharpsburg
(301) 432-5813
www.captainbenders.com


	$$







Captain Bender’s is a great local gathering place. It’s named for Raleigh Bender, a boatsman on the C&O Canal in the nineteenth century, who also managed a tavern on the site of his modern-day namesake. You can always count on a cold beer, a thick burger, or a generous salad, plus an assortment of panini and pizzas. The restaurant even appeals to heartier appetites with the “death dog,” a foot-long hot dog topped with chili, cheese, diced onion, and sour cream.






	
The Cozy Restaurant
103 Frederick Rd.
Thurmont, MD
(301) 271-4301 (inn)
(301) 271-7373 (restaurant)
www.cozyvillage.com


	$$







Part of the historic Cozy Inn, the Cozy Restaurant is the oldest family-owned restaurant in Maryland, established in 1929. It’s a good choice for groups, specializing in fine American dining in its 11 uniquely styled rooms, in addition to lavish buffet dinners and fantastic baskets of food to go. There’s also a pub serving traditional bar food and Willy’s Beer, prepared especially for the inn. It’s just a few short miles from the famous presidential retreat at Camp David, and there’s a museum on-site stocked with gifts from members of the press and visiting dignitaries.






	
Jennifer’s
207 W. Patrick St.
Frederick, MD
(301) 662-0373
http://pages.frederick.com/dining/jennifers


	$$







There’s something friendly and inviting about this Frederick pub, a mainstay for more than two decades. A popular draw for locals, Jennifer’s decor is cozy and inviting; exposed brick walls, a large oak bar, and even a fireplace. For lunch, sample salads, sandwiches, or pizza, while dinner brings tasty creations like hot and crunchy chicken with honey-pecan butter or lamb chops. The restaurant also offers a spa menu for light eaters.






	
Monocacy Crossing
4424A Urbana Pike
Frederick, MD
(301) 846-4204
www.monocacycrossing.com


	$$$







If you feel like dining off the beaten path, you won’t be disappointed with Monocacy Crossing. One of Frederick’s top-rated restaurants, it delivers with fantastic food, attentive service, a well-thought-out wine list, and a gorgeous setting. Seafood creations like steamed mussels and clam chowder are fresh and perfectly seasoned, or sample the season’s bounty with creations like the Eggplant Napoleon, with layers of fried slices of eggplant, roasted peppers, zucchini, and mushrooms, topped with marinara sauce. On a pleasant day, sit on the outdoor patio to dine alfresco.






	
The Tasting Room
101 N. Market St.
Frederick, MD
(240) 379-7772
www.tastetr.com


	$$$







As Frederick’s first wine bar, The Tasting Room touts the most extensive, diverse wine list in Frederick—and in most of the D.C. exurbs—along with chic decor that’s clearly designed with the young professional set in mind. Located on the corner of Church and Market Streets in downtown Frederick’s restaurant district, the stylish restaurant and its patrons look like they’d feel right at home in Manhattan. (Even if you don’t dine here, you can peer inside through its floor-to-ceiling windows.) Cosmopolitan flavors also take center stage on the menu prepared by chef and owner Michael Tauraso. Select from starters like Greek lamb, bruschetta, or tuna crudo with sesame-lime dressing, then go for a sophisticated entree like the Kobe-style Berkshire pork loin, crusted with a blend of coriander and pepper, or local rockfish.






Harpers Ferry/Winchester: Into the Valley
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HARPERS FERRY



“Harpers Ferry,” Indiana corporal Edmund Brown wrote after the war, “was a fitting place to begin an advance against the rebellion.”


There was no doubting the area’s strategic importance, located as it was on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad line at the gateway to the vital Shenandoah Valley—a natural north-south invasion route packed with forage for man and beast. It was a town worth fighting for, even after Confederate soldiers burned its Federal arsenal and armory and dragged off its valuable gun-making machinery early in the Civil War. The town would change hands at least eight times before Major General Philip Sheridan finally secured it for the Union in 1864. By then, its once-vital armory was a blackened brick shell of its former self—almost, but not quite, lost to history.


Until October 1859, this small town located at the confluence of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers was known simply as the home of the historic, old arsenal, and for the stunning natural beauty that surrounded it. By then, “the Hole,” as the site was first known, had its first European residents and its namesake business—a ferry service across the Potomac operated by Philadelphian Robert Harper. Authorized by President George Washington, the Harpers Ferry Arsenal opened in 1801, joining the U.S. Armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, in producing arms for the young American military. In 60 years of production, Harpers Ferry machinery turned out some 600,000 guns—including the Model 1803 flintlock and the Model 1841 percussion rifle, the nation’s first. Meanwhile, sectionalism and the slavery issue tore at the United States until a grim, old Westerner marched east to transform a town and a nation.


A cold mist swirled through Harpers Ferry in the evening darkness of October 16, 1859. Outside the brick buildings of the U.S. Armory, a lone sentry named Daniel Whelan paced, unaware that revolution was unfolding in the flickering blackness around him.


In the blink of an eye, it seemed, a motley group of armed men had surrounded the startled Whelan, taken him prisoner, and forced their way into the Federal compound he guarded. Whelan listened in stunned silence as the gray-bearded leader of his assailants stepped forward and announced his presence before his god.


“I come here from Kansas,” John Brown declared, “and this is a slave state; I have possession of the United States armory, and if the citizens interfere with me, I must only burn the town and have blood.”


Thus began Kansas abolitionist John Brown’s first step in his mission to free America’s slaves. Harpers Ferry would thenceforth forever be linked—depending on one’s viewpoint—with violent abolitionist extremism or with the American slave’s fight for freedom.


Brown’s long-planned assault on slavery was doomed almost from the start. Leading an invasion force of just 21 men, Brown had pinned his hopes for reinforcement on slaves and free blacks in the area. His raid was to be the spark that ignited a massive slave rebellion and brought about the end of the “peculiar institution.” Having armed his new recruits from his own arms stores, Brown would lead them into surrounding hills to begin a guerrilla war.


None of this would happen, a fact that grizzled old “Osawatomie Brown” may have recognized after two of his minions shot and mortally wounded Shepherd Hayward—a free black employed by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Hayward, who, out of curiosity, had stepped off a B&O train as it stopped on the edge of town, was shot in the back as he tried to avoid two armed strangers in the early-morning darkness of October 17.


Very little else went right for Brown’s “Army of Liberation.” Men dispatched to spread word of the operation and recruit volunteers returned with just a handful of mostly reluctant and confused slaves and their masters, now Brown’s prisoners. The sun slowly rose as Brown waited in vain for the legions of black volunteers to appear, and as word of the raid spread. By early morning, hundreds of irate Virginians had converged on the village, guns in hand, eager to deal with the hated abolitionist invaders. Gunfire erupted; three locals fell dead, along with eight of Brown’s men. Brown—now more or less trapped in the arsenal’s engine room—tried unsuccessfully to negotiate for passage out of town in exchange for his hostages. No one was listening.


[image: HARPER’S FERRY Prepared by Bvt. Brig. Gen1. N. MICHLER. Major of Engineers from Surveys under his directions By Order of Brig. Gen1. & Bvt. Maj. Gen1. A. A. HUMPHREYS, Chief of Engineers and under the Authority of the Hon. Secretary of War. 18673 SCale of 3 inches to 1 Mile. J. Brown MARYLAND HEIGHTS PLEASANT VALLEY SOUTH MOUNTAINS PORT DUNGAN POTOMAC SHENANDOAH RIVER RIVER]


Map of Harpers Ferry illustrating its strategic importance on the Potomac River


At dawn on October 18, Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart delivered to Brown a surrender request from his superior, Colonel Robert E. Lee, who had reached the site during the night with a contingent of U.S. Marines. Brown refused; marines subsequently rushed the engine house, knocked down its doors, and captured what was left of Brown’s army. A handful of marines were wounded during the struggle, as was the elder Brown. One of Brown’s sons was dead; a second was mortally wounded.


In a November 23 letter to a Reverend McFarland, Brown wrote:




Christ told me to remember them that were in bonds as bound with them, to do towards them as I would wish them to do towards me in similar circumstances. My conscience bade me do that. I tried to do it, but failed. Therefore I have no regret on that score. I have no sorrow either as to the result, only for my poor wife and children. They have suffered much, and it is hard to leave them uncared for. But God will be a husband to the widow and a father to the fatherless.





After a whirlwind trial through which the injured defendant remained prone on a cot, Brown was convicted of treason and murder, and was sentenced to hang.


On December 2, 1859, John Brown rode to his death sitting atop his own coffin in the back of a wagon. A brand new gallows—surrounded by 800 armed men, reporters, and curious eyewitnesses—awaited him. Without fear or apprehension, Brown mounted the gallows, and, a few minutes later, dropped to his death.
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John Brown walks to his death.


The approach of the Civil War magnified Harpers Ferry’s importance—and its vulnerability. Dominated by high ground on three sides, it was practically indefensible.


On April 17, 1861—just three days into the war—an approaching force of Virginia militia and volunteers compelled Lieutenant Roger Jones to set the armory afire and evacuate his tiny Federal garrison. Southern troops arrived too late to claim some 15,000 rifles from the flames, but they managed to save the machinery that turned the guns out. This they shipped to Richmond, where it was soon put to use arming Confederates.


Harpers Ferry was back in Federal hands in September 1862, when Confederate general Robert E. Lee launched his first invasion of the North. Looking to open a supply route through the Shenandoah Valley, Lee sent Stonewall Jackson west to remove the one impediment to his plan—a Yankee garrison at Harpers Ferry, now 12,500 men strong. Charged with holding the town to the last extremity was 58-year-old Union colonel Dixon Miles, a gray-bearded, elderly looking, army lifer whom events would soon prove had been caught in the wrong place at the wrong time.


[image: chpt_fig_012.jpg]


Colonel Dixon Miles


Jackson—who had spent the summer defeating Union armies throughout the Shenandoah Valley—sent one column under General John Walker to take Loudoun Heights, and another under General Lafayette McLaws to deal with Federal defenders on Maryland Heights. Jackson would complete the encirclement by occupying Bolivar Heights, in the arsenal’s rear.


The issue was only briefly in doubt. Walker quickly accomplished his task. McLaws’s Confederates somehow managed to haul cannon and ammunition up Maryland Heights, where, on the morning of September 14, they faced off against Colonel Thomas Ford’s 1,600 Bluecoats. Ford’s artillerists held their own against McLaws’s gunners, but his green infantry—many of whom had not yet mastered even the basics of soldiering—soon broke before the hardened Rebels. The shaken Union soldiers raced back over the Potomac and into town, ceding the heights—and, unwittingly, victory—to Jackson.


Jackson’s forces opened fire and quickly forced a Union surrender. Some 1,300 Union cavalrymen managed to escape the trap, but Jackson captured everyone and everything else, including 13,000 rifles and 70 cannon. Jackson’s hard-driving foot soldiers impressed their captives: “They were silent as ghosts,” one Yankee recalled, “ruthless and rushing in their speed; ragged, earth colored, disheveled and devilish, as tho’ they were keen on the scent of the hot blood that was already streaming up from the opening struggle at Antietam, and thirsting for it.”


The town changed hands several times prior to the summer of 1864, when Union major general Philip Sheridan finally secured the Shenandoah Valley for the Union. But by then the once-prized arsenal and armory was little more than burned-out brick and mortar, valueless, save for posterity.
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WINCHESTER, VA


For the residents of Winchester, Virginia, any day that passed without the rattle of muskets or the thundering hoofbeats of passing cavalry was a gift. Laid out at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley, it stood in the way of Union and Confederate armies traveling up or down the Valley Pike, or rumbling off on one of the several other roadways that passed through town. It was also home to a Baltimore and Ohio Railroad terminal. Due to its importance as a transportation hub, this small town of 4,500 changed hands more than seventy times in four years of war, and witnessed three significant Civil War battles. It was the seat of hearty Confederate support, especially after Stonewall Jackson made the town the headquarters of his Shenandoah Valley District in November 1861.


In the spring of 1862, George McClellan’s Army of the Potomac trudged slowly up the Virginia Peninsula, moving inexorably toward the Confederate capital of Richmond. While Albert Sidney Johnston and then Robert E. Lee dealt with McClellan, Stonewall Jackson was left to prevent Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley from slipping west to reinforce the Yankee commander. After chasing John C. Fremont out of the valley, Jackson moved north in pursuit of Nathaniel Banks’s Union army. On May 23, Jackson’s men overran a small Federal force at Front Royal; two days later, Jackson assaulted Banks’s army in the hills south of Winchester. Withstanding fierce resistance and devastating Federal artillery fire, Jackson sent Banks’s army retreating through the town and north across the Potomac.


Even worse results befell Union major general Robert H. Milroy a year later, during Lee’s second invasion of the North. Dismissing reports of Lee’s rapid advance, Milroy waited until his garrison at Winchester was almost completely encircled. By the time he ordered a withdrawal, Richard Ewell’s Corps was on hand to cut off his retreat and sweep up prisoners.


Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley continued to plague the Union until August 1864, when Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant—now in overall command of Union armies—sent Major General Philip Sheridan to eliminate the problem. Sheridan was a born fighter—aggressive and opportunistic—and he hustled his 40,000-man Army of the Shenandoah into the valley in pursuit of General Jubal Early’s audacious little Army of the Valley, which had threatened Washington a few weeks earlier. On September 19, Sheridan’s 37,000 Federals attacked Early’s 17,000, dug-in troops east of Winchester, slamming into the Confederate center and Early’s left. After an afternoon of fighting, Union cavalry from the north and infantry from the east forced Early into retreating south down the pike to Strasburg. After losing again to Sheridan two days later at Fisher’s Hill, Early—and the Confederates—were all but finished in the valley.


[image: chpt_fig_013.jpg]


Sheridan after the Battle of Winchester, September 1864


HISTORIC SITES


Harpers Ferry National Historical Park


Rte. 340


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-6029


www.nps.gov/hafe


Visiting Harpers Ferry today is like taking a step back in time; it is a place that every American should see. Only the small engine house building in which John Brown made his last stand in 1859 (now known as John Brown’s Fort) remains from the old arsenal.


Little sign remains of the army garrisons (usually Union) that were once stationed here, first to protect the arsenal and then to protect the Ohio and Baltimore Railroad that ran through town. But despite what has been lost, the town (only part of which is owned by the National Park Service) remains very much a 19th-century settlement. A house built by Robert Harper, who established a ferry service here in 1761, still stands in the lower town. Antiques and gift shops and restaurants line the quaint streets, along with historic buildings and museums. Depending on the season, costumed interpreters are on hand for demonstrations and to answer questions.


Visitors should begin their visit at the Cavalier Heights Visitor Center (which houses a small gift shop and restroom facilities), where they can park and board buses into town.


The buses are wheelchair-accessible and leave every 15 minutes. Book hounds will want to stop by the Park’s Bookshop on Shenandoah Street, in the lower part of town. At nearly 3,800 beautiful acres—unhindered by the urban sprawl that threatens other parks—Harpers Ferry National Historical Park also features a number of beautiful hiking trails through the hills above town; maps for these can be found online and at the visitor center. The park also contains a library and research room, which is open by appointment.


Jefferson County Museum


200 E. Washington St.


Charles Town, WV


(304) 725-8628


jeffctywvmuseum.org


Jefferson County is proud of its Civil War heritage, and with good reason. While still part of Virginia, the county provided more troops to the Confederate cause than any other locality except for Richmond. Despite its Southern sympathies, Charles Town was also the hometown of Martin Delany, the highest-ranking African-American officer during the Civil War. The museum’s most prized Civil War relic is the flag that once flew with J. E. B. Stuart’s Horse Artillery. The museum is open Apr through Nov.


John Brown Gallows Site


515 S. Samuel St.


Charles Town, WV


Under the sunny, late-morning sky of December 2, 1859, a crowd of reporters, curious onlookers, and soldiers gathered in a field to witness the final moments of John Brown—the Kansas abolitionist whose raid on Harpers Ferry had further polarized a nation. Today, a private home occupies the ground on which Brown went to the gallows. But although only a historical marker outside that property remains to explain what took place on the site, it remains a solemn place worth visiting. The Jefferson County Courthouse, where Brown was tried, is also located close by.


John Brown Wax Museum


168 High St.


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-6342


www.johnbrownwaxmuseum.com


It’s hard to miss the John Brown Wax Museum, and visitors to the town definitely should not. The museum’s wax figures of Brown, his followers, and the marines sent in to arrest them are eerily human, especially considering how near Brown’s party once was to this site. The museum is open from mid-Mar through mid-Dec.


WINCHESTER AREA ATTRACTIONS


Civil War Orientation Center


20 S. Cameron St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 535-3543


www.shenandoahatwar.org


If you’re planning to explore the Civil War sites of the Shenandoah Valley, this Orientation Center and interactive Web site will help you plan your route. Visit online at home to gather information and ideas, and then stop by the Orientation Center as you start your journey.


Fort Collier Civil War Center


922 Martinsburg Pike


Winchester, VA


(540) 662-2281


www.fortcollier.com


In 1861, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston ordered the construction of a series of defensive earthworks around Winchester, at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley. For three years they remained unused, until September 19, 1864, when hundreds of Union cavalrymen stormed the Confederate-filled works north of town, all but ending the Third Battle of Winchester. These fortifications—known as Fort Collier—remain a sight to see. The site is open dawn to dusk.


Kernstown Battlefield


610 Battle Park Dr.


Winchester, VA


(540) 869-2896


www.kernstownbattle.org


Now a registered National Historical Landmark, this site of two Civil War clashes (in 1862 and 1864) is now being looked after by the Kernstown Battlefield Association. Ongoing preservation efforts have led to the purchase of more than 300 acres of the battle area and the addition of road markers and interpretive signage. A small visitor center is open on weekends from May through Oct. Admission is free.


Museum of the Shenandoah Valley


901 Amherst St.


Winchester, VA (202) 662-1473


www.shenandoahmuseum.org


This beautiful new $20 million museum opened in 2005 to tell the story of the culture and history of the Shenandoah Valley. While the Civil War isn’t a primary focal point of the curriculum, it’s worth a visit for anyone who’s planning to explore the region in-depth. Admission varies depending on which tours you take.


Old Court House Civil War Museum


20 N. Loudoun St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 542-1145


www.civilwarmuseum.org


Built in 1840 and used as a hospital and prison during the Civil War, this building served Frederick County until 1995; in 2003 it reopened to the public as a small but interesting museum with exhibits that feature some 3,000 objects. Located in the heart of Winchester’s Old Town Walking Mall, it is definitely worth a look.


Stonewall Jackson’s Headquarters Museum


415 N. Braddock St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 667-3242


www.winchesterhistory.org/stonewall_jackson.htm


This is another valley must-see, especially for fans of Stonewall Jackson. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis T. Moore of the 4th Virginia Infantry owned this house, which he loaned to General Jackson for use as a headquarters during the winter of 1861–1862. Maintained today by the Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society, the museum presents Jackson’s office almost exactly as he left it. Many of Jackson’s personal belongings—including his personal prayer table and prayer book—are on display.


Museum is open Apr through Oct. Visitors can buy a block ticket good for admission to the Jackson Museum along with the Abram’s Delight Museum and George Washington’s Office Museum.


TOURS


Harpers Ferry Ghost Tours


175 High St.


Harpers Ferry


(732) 801-0381


www.harpersferryghost.20m.com


With so much history afoot in Harpers Ferry, you can expect to hear a good ghost story or two. This guided walking tour is offered nightly from Apr to Oct and by reservation Mon to Sat from Nov to Mar. Tours begin at the O’ Be Joyfull Center in Harpers Ferry.


Winchester Walking Tours


1360 S. Pleasant Valley Rd.


Winchester, VA


(540) 542-1326


www.visitwinchesterva.com


Stop by the Winchester Visitor Center to pick up a copy of a guide to Winchester’s Civil War history, outlined in an easy-to-follow self-guided walking tour.


ACCOMMODATIONS






	The Angler’s Inn

	
$$–$$$$







867 W. Washington St.


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-1239


www.theanglersinn.com


There’s no doubt that The Angler’s Inn was designed with fishermen in mind, and with good reason. Harpers Ferry is located at the confluence of the Potomac and the Shenandoah Rivers, home to some of the best smallmouth bass and trout fishing in the country. But even if you’re sticking to dry land, the inn is an excellent choice for an overnight or weekend stay. Located less than a mile from the national park, this 1880 guesthouse is a favorite among travelers. There are four beautiful guest rooms, each with private sitting room and private bath. Its wraparound porch is perfect for reading and for savoring complimentary cookies and soda. Another draw: one of the best breakfasts you’ll ever taste, featuring entrees like omelets cooked to order, luscious waffles, and spiced bacon.






	Fuller House Inn and Carriage House

	$$$$







220 W. Boscawen St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 722-3976


www.fullerhouseinn.com


“Location is our specialty,” innkeeper Debra Johnson says of the Fuller House Inn, speaking of the downtown Winchester location of this charming inn, constructed in 1780. There are two rooms in the main house, outfitted with DVD players, refrigerators, and private baths, and guests enjoy complimentary wine and cheese and a delectable room service breakfast every morning. For extended stays, the Fuller House can also connect you with three additional properties: an 1854 Carriage House, a historic pre–Civil War house, or a downtown apartment.






	The George Washington Hotel, A Wyndham Historic Hotel

	$$$–$$$$







103 E. Piccadilly St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 678-4700


www.wyndham.com/hotels/DCAGW/main.wnt


Wyndham Hotels took over the management of this vintage 1924 grand hotel and completed an extensive renovation in 2008. The result: a stunning 90-room historic hotel loaded with modern conveniences and genteel service befitting its elegant setting. On the premises, there’s a unique Roman-bath-inspired indoor swimming pool and a popular restaurant, The Dancing Goat, featuring an open kitchen and outdoor dining in season.






	The Herds Inn

	 $$$–$$$$







688 Shady Elm Rd.


Winchester, VA


(866) 783-2681


www.theherdsinn.com


The Herds Inn stands out among the appealing B&Bs in this region, and with good reason. It’s a working dairy farm that serves up a one-of-a-kind rural experience. Guests check in to a hand-built log home and watch (and join in, if they wish) the day-to-day farm activities. There’s no shortage of activity; the farm is home to sheep, buffalo, goat, peacocks, chickens, turkeys, rabbits, dogs, and, of course, cows—and they’re eager to interact with guests. The inn accepts only one party at a time and offers a perfect setup for families.






	The Inn at Vaucluse Spring

	$$$$







231 Vaucluse Spring Lane


Stephens City, VA


(540) 869-0200


(800) 869-0525


www.vauclusespring.com


The Inn at Vaucluse Spring is not your typical B&B. It’s a fifteen-room B&B complex, spread across a hundred rolling acres near a limestone spring. Six guesthouses make up the property, voted one of the region’s most romantic inns by Washingtonian magazine, and there’s really something for everyone. Discerning travelers can luxuriate in an elegant manor house, while outdoors enthusiasts will feel right at home in a cozy log house dating to the 1850s. The rooms and houses come equipped with fireplaces, Jacuzzi tubs, porches, rocking chairs, and common areas perfect for savoring a glass of wine or curling up with a good book.






	The Jackson Rose Bed & Breakfast

	$$$–$$$$







1167 W. Washington St.


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-1528


www.thejacksonrose.com


Before Thomas J. Jackson earned the nickname “Stonewall,” he used this 1795 Federal-style mansion as a headquarters in spring 1861. He wrote to his wife, admiring the beautiful roses that grew in the garden outside his house. Jackson’s second-story room is one of four rooms available to guests at this B&B, and for Civil War buffs, it’s one of the most sought-after rooms in Harpers Ferry. Regardless of which room you check in to, you’ll enjoy beautiful antique furnishings, private baths, and a to-die-for breakfast featuring entrees like vegetable frittatas, French toast, fresh-baked muffins, and scones.






	Killahevlin Bed and Breakfast

	 $$$$







1401 N. Royal Ave.


Front Royal, VA


(540) 636-7335


(800) 847-6132


www.vairish.com


Killahevlin Bed and Breakfast is located on “Richardson’s Hill” in Front Royal. The house was built in 1905 by William Carson, an Irish immigrant who was largely responsible for getting Skyline Drive built. The house is on the National Register of Historic Buildings and the Virginia Landmarks Register. Two of Mosby’s Rangers were hanged on the property, and although the tree from which they were hanged was cut down and its wood sold to raise money for the Confederacy, the last remaining seedling from that tree remains on the grounds. Two Civil War crucibles were recovered by Mr. Carson from the site of a forge in Riverton, and are here on the property serving duty as flower pots. Owners and innkeepers Tom and Kathy Conkey offer warm Irish hospitality in their beautiful inn. Guests relax in sumptuous whirlpool tubs and queen-size beds while taking in breathtaking views of the mountains. Downstairs, there’s a private Irish pub, open 24 hours a day to guests, stocked with a delightful assortment of wine and beer—all you care to drink!






	Long Hill Bed and Breakfast

	$$–$$$$







547 Apple Pie Ridge Rd.


Winchester, VA


(540) 450-0341


(866) 450-0341


www.longhillbb.com


Make a reservation at an inn located on “Apple Pie Ridge Road” and just try not to crack a smile. Innkeepers George and Rhoda Kriz claim that the ridge was named by Civil War soldiers who knew they could count on the Quakers who had settled in the area for food and shelter. The hospitality tradition lives on today in this three-room B&B. Rooms are charming and comfortable, equipped with whirlpool tubs, spacious closets, and other amenities. In cooperation with local historian Mac Rutherford, Mr. and Mrs. Kriz offer Civil War Driving and Civil War Walking Tour packages (in addition to a Ghost Tour package).






	The Lost Dog Bed and Breakfast

	$$–$$$$







211 S. Church St.


Berryville, VA


(540) 955-1181


www.thelostdog.com


“We don’t have any local big box stores and only a few neon signs,” innkeeper Sandy Sowada says of Berryville, “so our charming main street with its barbershops, flower shop, bank, drugstore (with a soda fountain), retail stores, used book store, and restaurants all have that 1950s atmosphere.”


As for her inn, Ms. Sowada says: “My bed and breakfast (circa 1884) has three distinctive guest rooms, all with private bathrooms. We serve a full country breakfast featuring local eggs, produce, and meats, but we will cook for special diets with advance notice. We are located in the heart of the historic district, and our gardens offer something in bloom throughout the growing season. And of course, opportunities for outdoor exercise and visiting Civil War battlefields abound.”


RESTAURANTS






	The Anvil Restaurant

	$$







1290 W. Washington St.


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-2582


www.anvilrestaurant.com


Longtime visitors to Harpers Ferry and residents of the area can tell you all about the Anvil. It’s a local institution, known for its fresh seafood (including West Virginia’s celebrated trout), plus pastas, pizzas, and satisfying salad. The atmosphere is comfortable and casual, perhaps even a bit rustic, with an inviting outdoor patio that’s perfect for relaxing after a busy day on the Civil War trail.






	Battletown Inn and Gray Ghost Tavern

	$$$







102 W. Main St.


Berryville, VA


(540) 955-4100


www.thebattletowninn.com


This quaint Berryville inn and eatery takes home the prize for the “most Civil War–sounding restaurant name" in the Winchester region. The menu tries to balance the North and the South, serving traditional Virginia recipes as well as New American and continental cuisine. Stop in for an ice-cold beer or a refreshing iced tea while passing through town, or check into the inn for a unique overnight stay.






	Brewbaker’s Restaurant

	 $$–$$$







168 N. Loudoun St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 535-0111


www.brewbakersrestaurant.com


Brewbaker’s is a great choice for casual fare like zesty wings, juicy burgers, and seafood classics like crab cakes and crab balls. The kitchen shows off its playful side in creations like the “Chicken Everything”: chicken simmered in olive oil, along with mushrooms, onions, broccoli, sun-dried tomatoes, and crushed red peppers, and tossed with rigatoni and parmesan cheese. Or, there are the delightful pork loins, marinated in Montreal steak seasoning and served with an apricot merlot sauce with steamed vegetables.






	Cork Street Tavern

	 $$







8 W. Cork St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 667-3777


www.corkstreettavern.com


This no-frills Old Town Winchester eatery is housed in an 1830s building that survived heavy shelling during the Civil War as the city was passed back and forth between Union and Confederate command. Locals and visitors gather here for barbecued ribs (considered the best in the Shenandoah Valley), along with tangy barbecued pork sandwiches and Reubens.






	One Block West

	$$$







25 S. Indian Alley


Winchester, VA


(540) 662-1455


www.obwrestaurant.com


Upscale dining finds its home in Winchester in chef/owner Ed Matthews’s stylish eatery, which takes its name from its location, one block west of the town’s historic strip. The casual, comfortable eatery shows off the freshest flavors of the Shenandoah Valley in an inventive menu that changes daily. Matthews browses local farmers’ markets for fresh ingredients like seafood, wild mushrooms, cheeses, and succulent cuts of bison, lamb, and duck. Look for delectable concoctions like caramelized sea scallops with local bok choy and grilled veal porterhouse with pancetta and sun-dried tomato cream.






	Secret Six Tavern

	$$







186 High St.


Harpers Ferry


(304) 535-3044


After a long day of sightseeing, grab a table at Secret Six Tavern and soak up the breathtaking view of the town and the railroad that travels just below. True to the town’s historic traditions, the restaurant takes its name from the John Brown era. A group of Northern aristocrats who called themselves the “Secret Six” silently lent their support to Brown’s efforts to use force and arms to rid the nation of slavery. Included in this elite group of citizenry: the editor of the Atlantic Monthly, a Unitarian minister, a noted physician, an educator, and two philanthropists.






	Village Square Restaurant

	$$$







103 N. Loudoun St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 667-8961


www.villagesquarerestaurant.com


At Village Square, chef Daniel Kalber shows his eye for fresh and local cuisine. On the menu, you’ll find interesting new interpretations of classic creations like diver scallops Oscar with lump crab meat and couscous pilaf, or tequila-lime marinated duck breast with wild rice chiles rellenos and roasted corn salsa. The restaurant forms part of downtown Winchester’s dining and entertainment strip.






	Violino

	$$$







181 N. Loudoun St.


Winchester, VA


(540) 667-8006


www.violinorestaurant.com


Violino has staked out a position in the minds (and stomachs!) of Winchester-area residents and visitors for good Italian food, good Italian wine, and warm Italian hospitality. If you’re lucky, you might even catch chef and owner Franco Stocco emerging from the kitchen to belt a classic aria. While regulars love the family atmosphere, first-timers are usually here for the food—and they won’t be disappointed. Try the classic Italian fare or sample Stocco’s original creations like the Ravioli della Nonna Emilia, filled with Swiss chard and fresh goat ricotta cheese, served in a walnut sauce; a baked portobello topped with mushroom, parmesan, and rosemary puree; or a savory rib eye prepared in a Barolo wine reduction and served with roasted potatoes.






New Market/Staunton: The Central Valley
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Discussions of the May 15, 1864, Battle of New Market often begin and end with colorful talk of the charge of the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) Corps of Cadets, which Confederate general John C. Breckinridge had called into service and sent into battle with great reluctance. It was an electrifying moment, at a crucial time of the battle. Even Union soldiers spoke with admiration of the young, gray-coated youths’ disciplined advance into galling Federal fire. Spectacle aside, the stout performance of the young cadets helped seal a Confederate victory of great strategic importance, one that bought time and resources for Robert E. Lee’s hard-pressed Army of Northern Virginia.


[image: chpt_fig_014.jpg]


General Ulysses S. Grant


By the spring of 1864, Union armies had been trying unsuccessfully for more than two years to wrest control of the Shenandoah Valley from the Confederacy. Now President Abraham Lincoln had given command of Union armies to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who came east armed with a plan to end the war. His strategy called for a general advance by all Union armies. In the East, Grant would carry the brunt of the offensive against Lee in central Virginia, while Benjamin Butler marched up the James River and Franz Sigel—hopefully—took control of the troublesome valley. Sigel, whose military résumé was dotted with failures, was a courageous fighter but a poor general. His embarrassing flight from Wilson’s Creek in 1861 had cost many Union lives and sealed a Confederate victory in the war’s first major battle in the west. But politicking and his popularity with the Union’s thousands of German soldiers had kept him in uniform for three years, and now Grant had reluctantly assigned him a job no other Yankee general had been able to do.


Dogged by John Mosby’s Confederate raiders, Sigel showed little urgency as he moved his 6,500 men south up the valley, prompting in his non-German-speaking troops “the most supreme contempt for General Sigel and his crowd of foreign adventurers.” Marching north to meet him was a patched-together force under Major General John C. Breckinridge, a 43-year-old Kentuckian with a square jaw and sweeping mustache. Breckinridge lacked the formal military credentials of his Federal counterpart; he had had just a smattering of military experience during the Mexican War. But he was a capable, intelligent leader; by 1861 he had already been elected James Buchanan’s vice president and served in the U.S. Senate. He was no Sigel. One aide (who happened to be the son of U.S. senator Henry Clay) called the general “the truest, greatest man I was ever thrown in contact with.”


It was Breckinridge’s job to protect Southern communications and transportation in the valley, while guarding the left flank of Robert E. Lee’s army, now locked in mortal combat to the east with Grant’s persistent Federals. That meant keeping Sigel—and any other Union force—from crossing the valley into the Blue Ridge gaps to north-central Virginia. The best way to do that, Breckinridge wisely reasoned, was to attack.


Early on May 15, Breckinridge reached the outskirts of New Market with a force of perhaps 5,000 men, including cavalry and 222 VMI cadets. After exchanging artillery fire with a few Union guns, Breckinridge pushed his two infantry brigades toward a thin Yankee line running west from the Valley Pike, north of town. The Federals were already falling back to a second position around noon when Sigel—who had been sending units up the pike piecemeal throughout the morning—finally reached the battlefield from Woodstock, 20 miles to the north. Even now his small army was incomplete.
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Mosby’s raiders in a Blue Ridge Mountain pass above the Shenandoah


By 2 p.m., Breckinridge had secured New Market and was on the move, northward down the pike toward the first of two battle lines laid out by Sigel. Helped by accurate artillery fire, the Confederates sent Sigel’s skirmishers and then his entire first line scampering north; only some of the Bluecoats rallied at the new Yankee position. Brigadier General Gabriel Wharton’s Virginians seemed about to sweep through Sigel’s right when they ran into a fence planted across a rise called Bushong’s Hill. The Confederates stalled, as Yankee lead poured into their ranks. As the 62nd Virginia pulled back and re-formed, a gap opened between the regiment’s left and the dangling right flank of the 51st Virginia to the west. To avert disaster, Breckinridge now ordered up the anxious cadets, who had to this point been held in reserve.


In remarkable order, the boys marched forward into withering Yankee fire—slowed for just a moment—then, with cheers ringing around them, moved into the vacant slot alongside the shattered 62nd. Shortly after this, Sigel’s cavalry commander, Major General Julius Stahel, led 2,000 Yankee horsemen charging down the pike in driving rain toward the Confederate right—and into hell. What canister blasted from each side of the pike did not hit, Virginia infantrymen did. The Federal charge quickly disintegrated, and confused Yankee horsemen raced for the rear.


With the momentum of the battle suddenly changing again, a flustered Sigel decided to charge Breckinridge’s left. By now, however, the VMI boys had stabilized the Rebel line east of the pike; Breckinridge, in fact, even had another regiment, the 26th Virginia, coming up from reserve. Having disposed of Stahel’s cavalry, even Brigadier General John Echols’s two regiments had moved up on the right. In poor order, Sigel’s three regiments came forward—then one by one reversed course in the face of heavy artillery and rifle fire.


With Breckinridge’s lines advancing and Yankee infantrymen and artillerists withdrawing in haste, the day’s result became obvious. Only the awful weather and a brave rearguard defense offered by Captain Henry DuPont’s single Federal battery saved Sigel’s Bluecoats from slaughter. Meanwhile, Brigadier General Jeremiah Sullivan arrived north of New Market with two Ohio regiments too late for the battle, but in time to cover yet another shameless retreat by Sigel, who withdrew eight miles to Mount Jackson.


Sigel had matched his Kentucky counterpart in bravery, but in little else. Grant, shocked by word of Sigel’s loss and retreat, now could not get rid of the German fast enough. “By all means,” he wrote to Henry Halleck, “I would say appoint General [David] Hunter, or anyone else, to the command of West Virginia.” The hapless Sigel was briefly reassigned to Harpers Ferry and then relieved for good on July 8.


Sigel later blamed his failure in the valley on Lee, who, he claimed, had “the advantage of a central position” that left him “always ready and able to turn the scales in his favor.” But Lee—as Sigel well knew—was then locked in a death struggle with Grant and in no position to send bodies of troops anywhere. Sigel, who suggested the campaign could’ve been carried out in May 1864 with 20,000 troops, needed twice that by August.


[image: chpt_fig_002.jpg]


BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK



For three years, Confederate generals had run circles around the likes of Nathaniel Banks, John C. Frémont, and Franz Sigel in the Shenandoah Valley. During the past few weeks, Jubal Early had even knifed through the valley to threaten Washington. Now, on August 7, 1864, 35-year-old Major General Philip Sheridan took command of the 40,000-man Army of the Shenandoah with orders to secure the valley once and for all.


A fighting general with a strong dislike of his enemies, Sheridan quickly struck at Early’s much smaller force. Sheridan’s veterans whipped Early’s men at Third Winchester on September 19 and again two days later at Fisher’s Hill.


Convinced by early October that Early was beaten, Sheridan began to move north again—all the while burning anything that might aid his enemy. And after Union cavalry under George Armstrong Custer and Wesley Merritt smashed their Confederate counterparts at Tom’s Brook on October 9, Sheridan believed he had accomplished his mission.
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General Philip Sheridan (center) and his generals







John C. Breckinridge
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Vice President John C. Breckinridge





Only the Civil War, it seems, could have halted the political rise of John C. Breckinridge, the Kentuckian who climbed from the state legislature to the vice presidency by the age of 35. The unsuccessful presidential candidate of Southern Democrats in 1860, Breckinridge was still serving in the U.S. Senate a year later when his Southern sympathies aroused suspicion. Rather than wait for his impending arrest, Breckinridge fled south and, as he put it, exchanged “a term of six years in the U.S. Senate for the musket of a soldier.”


In a Confederate uniform, Breckinridge quickly proved that some politicians, at least, could make good generals. A born leader, he quickly gained the respect of his men and peers, developing his skills on the battlefields of Shiloh and Chickamauga before taking over the Confederate Western Department of Virginia in 1864. Following his reputation-making victory at New Market, Breckinridge reinforced Lee in the Wilderness, and then served under Jubal Early during his raid on Washington and subsequent defeat at Winchester. As the war wound down, Breckinridge moved to Richmond to become Jefferson Davis’s secretary of war—far too late to be of much use. This once-rising star in American politics then spent four years in exile before returning home to Kentucky, where he died in 1875.
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Map of the Battle of Cedar Creek


Sheridan, in fact, was absent from the army on the morning of October 19 when Early launched a surprise attack on the encamped Federals along Cedar Creek, southwest of Winchester. By mid-morning, Early’s divisions had scattered much of three Union corps, and the Confederate commander was sure of victory. But Union cavalry slowed the Confederates, and Brigadier General Horatio Wright (commanding in Sheridan’s absence) managed to establish a rallying point in a wood north of Middletown. Meanwhile, Sheridan—galloping at full speed from Winchester—reached the new Union line, received an update from Wright, and began preparations for a counterattack. First, though, the diminutive general rode slowly by the tightening Union ranks, reassuring each unit of success and rekindling the fighting spirit within each veteran. The awful morning was forgotten. Major Aldace F. Walker wrote later: “Cheers seemed to come from throats of brass, and caps were thrown to the tops of the scattering oaks; but beneath and yet superior to these noisy demonstrations, there was in every heart a revulsion of feeling, and a pressure of emotion, beyond description. No more doubt or chance for doubt existed; we were safe, perfectly and unconditionally safe, and every man knew it.”


What at first looked like a morale-boosting victory for the South was about to end instead with Jubal Early’s Confederates beaten and driven out of the Shenandoah Valley for good. Aside from some brief, afternoon skirmishing, the Cedar Creek battlefield remained quiet until 4 p.m., when Sheridan’s reinvigorated army trod vigorously out of the woods west of the pike. Sheridan’s right crashed into Early’s left—then, along with the rest of the advancing Federal line, ground to a halt before Confederate ranks blasting away from behind stone walls. Thirty minutes into the fight, however, George Custer’s division of blue-clad troopers—followed by William Dwight’s infantry—slammed into Early’s left and rolled up the Confederate lines. “Regiment after regiment; brigade after brigade,” John Gordon later recalled, “in rapid succession was crushed, and, like hard clods of clay under a pelting rain, the superb commands crumbled to pieces.” Just like that, the daylong affair turned. Where Union soldiers and wagon trains had clogged the pike heading north that morning, now the Confederates did the same, streaming south. With Early’s army went Southern hopes of further use of the valley, which had supplied Lee’s legions for four long years.


HISTORIC SITES


Cedar Creek Battlefield


8437 Valley Pike


Middletown, VA


(540) 869-2064


(888) 628-1864


www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org


Now part of the new Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Historical Park, the Cedar Creek Battlefield remains under the care of the nonprofit Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation. Founded in 1989 to stave off development on a key section of the original battlefield, the group sponsors annual reenactments to help fund ongoing preservation efforts. In recent years the group has been able to add a modern visitor center, bookshop, and exhibits to the building that houses the foundation’s offices. Efforts are now focused on restoring the Solomon Heater House, around which Confederate and Union forces once swirled.


Located at the intersection of Routes 81 and 66 (Route 11—the old Valley Pike—runs through the park), the visitor center is open between Apr 1 and Oct 31 and by appointment during the winter.


New Market Battlefield State Historical Park and Hall of Valor Museum


8895 Collins Dr.


New Market, VA


(866) 515-1864


www.vmi.edu/newmarket


This 300-acre park includes the hilly ground over which Union and Confederate forces clashed on May 15, 1864; the Jacob Bushong Farm; and the Hall of Valor Civil War Museum. Travelers should begin their visit with a trip through the Hall of Valor Museum, the exhibits of which explore the war in Virginia and the Battle of New Market—especially the role of the Virginia Military Institute cadets in that fight. While exploring the battlefield, visitors will want to look over the farm, which includes two Bushong family homes; a blacksmith shop; a henhouse; a loom and meat storage house; and a bake oven among its buildings, and remains a well-preserved reminder of 19th-century life.


Stonewall Jackson Museum at Hupp’s Hill


33229 Old Valley Pike


Strasburg, VA


(540) 465-5884


www.stonewalljacksonmuseum.org


This is a stop better suited for Civil War buffs with like-minded kids. Adjacent to the Cedar Creek Battlefield, the Hupp’s Hill grounds offer a walking tour of Confederate entrenchments and Union gun positions, while the site’s central building uses exhibits and photographs to tell the story of Stonewall Jackson and the war in the Shenandoah Valley. But the Hupp’s Hill staff focuses much of its efforts on children, offering camps each summer and encouraging kids to try on uniforms, handle reproduction weapons, and learn from Civil War games and living history workshops.


The museum also has a gift shop.


OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST


Cross Keys/Port Republic


Stonewall Jackson closed out his 1862 Valley Campaign with a pair of victories in lesser-known battles, at Cross Keys on June 8 and Port Republic on June 9. Currently, there are no visitor facilities at the sites, much of which remain private property. But there are interpretive highway markers and battlefield signs in the vicinity.


Fisher’s Hill Battlefield


Toms River, VA


There are no visitor facilities on the site of the September 22, 1864, Battle of Fisher’s Hill, in which Union major general Philip Sheridan bested General Jubal Early’s Confederates for the second time in three days. You can, however, follow a self-guided walking tour with trail markers on-site.


Gordonsville, VA


www.hgiexchange.org


Gordonville’s Exchange Hotel was used as a hospital during the Civil War and now houses a small museum. You won’t find the massive exhibits of larger historic sites here, but it is worth a visit if you are in the area. Gordonsville visitors will also want to drop by the Gordonsville Presbyterian Church to see the pew in which Stonewall Jackson often prayed, and tour Maplewood Cemetery, where some 700 Southern soldiers were buried.


Shenandoah Valley/Skyline Drive


www.shenandoahatwar.org


The valley’s natural beauty, inviting hiking trails, and other outdoor recreation opportunities are the reasons that most visitors visit the Shenandoah Valley. Travel on the Blue Ridge Parkway, also known as “Skyline Drive,” and you’re on the doorstep of more than one hundred Civil War sites. From the drive’s northernmost entry point in Front Royal, you can drive past points of interest like Luray Gap, where Stonewall Jackson announced that his command had become the Second Corps of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, and Lacey Springs, the site of a cavalry clash between Union general Custer and Confederate general Thomas L. Rosser. As you drive through the park, be sure to stop at a few of the scenic overlooks. Not only will you be rewarded with a breathtaking view of the rolling hillside, but you’ll also understand the strategic importance of the towns and mountain passes during the Valley Campaigns of 1862 and 1864.


ACCOMMODATIONS






	Apple Blossom Inn

	$$–$$$$







9317 N. Congress St.


New Market, VA


(540) 740-3747


www.appleblossominn.net


If you’re traveling through New Market and like the idea of having a historic house all to yourself, the Apple Blossom Inn is just the ticket. The two-bedroom, one-and-a-half-bathroom layout is perfect for a traveling family or two couples touring the battlefields together. Built in 1806, the house comes equipped with a parlor, a full kitchen, a music room, a cozy porch with a swing, and a peaceful garden. You’ll also enjoy a full cooked breakfast in the morning. The inn is the departure point for themed walking tours that bring New Market’s Civil War history to life.


The Apple Blossom Inn also organizes one-and-a-half-hour walking tours of the town. Call (540) 325-9529 or log on to www.appleblossominn.net/new-market-walking-tours.html for more information.






	Cross Roads Inn Bed and Breakfast

	$$–$$$$







9222 John Sevier Rd.


New Market, VA


(540) 740-4157


(888) 740-4157


www.crossroadsinnva.com


Larry and Sharon Smith’s Cross Roads Inn is pure Virginia in its country charm and hospitality. There are complimentary hors d’oeuvres at check-in, and you can help yourself to coffee and hot chocolate from the pantry of the 1925 house at any time of day. Rates are very reasonable, and rooms feature private baths, air-conditioning, antique furnishings, and other amenities; a number of specials are offered. Guests will enjoy the six-room inn’s common areas (including a fireplace in the living room), gardens, outdoor spa, and relaxing front porch. Reservations are recommended.






	The Inn at Narrow Passage

	$$$–$$$$







US 11 South


Woodstock, VA


(540) 459-8000


(800) 459-8002


www.narrowpassage.com


The Inn at Narrow Passage is one of Virginia’s longest-operating guesthouses, welcoming travelers since the 1740s. It takes its name from a dangerous nearby passage in the road, only wide enough for one wagon to cross at a time and constantly threatened by Indian attacks. During the 1862 Valley Campaign, Stonewall Jackson even checked in, using the inn as a headquarters. From here, he famously ordered Jedediah Hotchkiss to “make me a map of the valley.” Today’s guests can take advantage of historic guest rooms outfitted with wood floors, porches, and spectacular views of the Shenandoah River and Massanutten Mountain. A lavish breakfast is served fireside in the main dining room.






	Jacob Swartz House

	$$$







574 Jiggady Rd.


New Market, VA


(540) 740-9208


(877) 740-9208


www.jacobswartz.com


This private two-bedroom farmhouse, built in 1852 by cobbler Jacob Swartz, is loaded with Civil War history. When Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861, Swartz enlisted in the Confederate Army. His shoe-making services were deemed invaluable, however, and he was sent back home to make boots and equipment for the Southern forces. The Battle of New Market broke out just across the river from the family’s home. In December 1864, Federal troops under the command of George Custer raided the house and Swartz’s cobbler shop, taking food and supplies. Today the house is a pleasant country retreat, equipped with a wood-burning stove, fully stocked kitchen, and private screened-in porch overlooking the Shenandoah River.






	Piney Hill Bed & Breakfast

	$$$$







1048 Piney Hill Rd.


Luray, VA


(540) 778-5261


(800) 644-5261


www.pineyhillbandb.com


From the moment you arrive at Piney Hill, you’ll understand why it was named one of the top B&Bs in the country by TripAdvisor. Built in the early 1800s, the farmhouse offers a luxurious respite after a busy day of touring. Sip a glass of wine as you read a book on the wraparound porch, or take advantage of the outdoor Jacuzzi and the breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains. If you’re looking for more of an intimate experience, check into the Rosebud Cottage, also located on the property. It’s a cozy 500-square-foot house that’s perfect for a romantic getaway, outfitted with a screened-in porch and a gas fireplace; gourmet breakfast is delivered in a picnic basket to your doorstep every morning.






	Rosendale Inn

	$$$–$$$$







17917 Farmhouse Lane


New Market, VA


(540) 740-4281


www.rosendaleinn.com


Presidential history buffs will find themselves right at home at the Rosendale Inn, located at the foot of Massanutten Mountain. Franklin Delano Roosevelt used the beautiful farmhouse as his retreat from the White House, and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson was also a guest at the B&B. Spacious rooms come furnished with period antiques and private bathrooms. Most have their own in-room fireplaces. Guests can also park themselves in rocking chairs on the veranda to soak up the picturesque scenery.






	South Court Inn Bed & Breakfast

	$$$–$$$$







160 S. Court St.


Luray, VA


(540) 843-0980


(888) 749-8055


www.southcourtinn.com


A magnificently restored 1870s farmhouse, the South Court Inn is a popular choice among travelers who are exploring the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, its wineries, and quaint antiques shops. Perfect for a romantic escape, most of the inn’s rooms feature whirlpool tubs, and innkeepers Tom and Anita Potts are happy to help you arrange in-room massages, roses, champagne, and other extras. You’ll wake up to a delicious and decadent breakfast of banana-stuffed French toast, soufflés, and other treats that you wouldn’t normally make for yourself. For a little more privacy, you can rent the Susie Hodges Cottage.






	The Staunton Choral Gardens Bed and Breakfast

	$$–$$$$







216 W. Frederick St.


Staunton, VA


(540)885-6556


www.stauntonbedandbreakfast.com


A bit south of this tour’s more notable attractions, the Staunton Choral Gardens is right on the way to Lexington and within easy reach of Appomattox and other central Virginia Civil War sites. And like almost every other property in the valley, it has its own Civil War story connected to it. According to owner Carolyn Avalos, Robert E. Lee—whose daughters attended a private school across the street—regularly boarded his horse Traveler in the inn’s carriage house when he took a train from Staunton.


Naturally noted for its beautiful gardens, Staunton Choral Gardens offers warm, comfortable rooms, free high-speed, wireless Internet service, and other modern amenities. Adjacent to the inn’s main building is the historic carriage house, now “a luxurious, two-story suite,” Carolyn Avalos says, “very inviting and quite unique—all redone but keeping the charm.” The inn is located within walking distance of all the town’s attractions, which can also be reached via free trolley service.






	Stonewall Jackson Inn

	$$$–$$$$







547 E. Market St.


Harrisonburg, VA


(800) 445-5330


www.stonewalljacksoninn.com


Civil War buffs will no doubt be attracted to an inn named after one of the war’s most legendary figures. At this Harrisonburg bed-and-breakfast, each of the ten guest rooms is named for another prominent Civil War figure, from Grant to Sheridan to Pickett. The rooms are decorated with period antiques and replicas, as well as works by local artists. You’ll also enjoy a private bath, wireless Internet, and cable TV in each guest room, and a scrumptious breakfast featuring Virginia ham, Virginia apples, and locally produced sausage. The circa-1885 mansion itself is architecturally unique, a combination of a Queen Anne mansion and a New England–style cottage.


RESTAURANTS






	A Moment to Remember

	$$







55 E. Main St.


Luray, VA


(540) 743-1121


www.a-moment2remember.com


If you’re staying in Luray or paying a visit to its attractions, stop for breakfast, lunch, or dinner at A Moment to Remember. Start your day with an omelet made with fresh Virginia ham or a stack of buttermilk pancakes, feast on salads or sandwiches for lunch, and enjoy a selection of seafood entrees for dinner. Or, stop by between meals for an invigorating espresso drink or a light bite.






	Jalisco Authentic Mexican Restaurant

	$$







9403 Congress St.


New Market, VA


(540) 740-9404


You might be surprised to find authentic Mexican fare in a little town like New Market, but you won’t be disappointed by the zesty flavors, generous portions, and friendly service. The extensive menu is chock-full of combination platters, grilled specialties, and vegetarian selections, which taste even better when paired with a traditional margarita (or one flavored with strawberry or peach).






	Mill Street Grill

	$$







1 Mill St.


Staunton, VA


(540) 886-0656


www.millstreetgrill.com


If you travel as far south as Staunton, stop for a bite at the Mill Street Grill. Don’t be surprised to see a waiting line at this casual pub-style eatery; it’s no secret that Mill Street serves the best fall-off-the-bone ribs for miles around. Choose from baby back pork ribs, beef ribs, prime rib, or a combination of the above, expertly seasoned and served with fresh coleslaw, your choice of potato, and fresh bread accompanied by the flavored butter of the day. If you’re not in the mood for ribs, you can feast on other grilled and fried creations, including chicken, seafood, steak, and more. Portions are generous, but there’s also a “light side” menu with several tempting lower-calorie selections.






	Mrs. Rowe’s Restaurant and Bakery

	$$







74 Rowe Rd.


Staunton, VA


(540) 886-1833


www.mrsrowes.com


If you’re traveling to Staunton and are hungry for a home-cooked meal, stop by Mrs. Rowe’s for all-American classics. The menu is loaded with Southern favorites like sweet potato pie, fried chicken, meatloaf, collard greens, and other tasty dishes. If you’ve got a sweet tooth, you won’t want to miss the homemade pies, cakes, and sweets. If you’re eating on the run, order dinner to go.






	Southern Kitchen

	$







9576 S. Congress St.


New Market, VA


(540) 740-3514


It would be hard to top Southern Kitchen for hearty American fare such as fried chicken and pie, all of which are served in generous helpings. Owned and operated by the Newland family since 1955, the diner-style eatery is a favorite of visitors to the valley. You’ll find regional specialties like peanut soup and honest-to-goodness Virginia ham, plus seafood selections like flounder, rainbow trout, and fried shrimp. It’s open daily from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.






Harrisburg/Gettysburg: High Tide
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What began as an ambitious undertaking in the wake of another crushing Confederate victory ended with Southern generals pondering what might have been.


The time seemed right—at least to General Robert E. Lee, commander of the vaunted Army of Northern Virginia. He and his trusted corps commanders had just engineered a stunning rout of Major General Joe Hooker’s Army of the Potomac in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).


That Union Army was on its heels, Lee felt, and surely ill prepared for a massive counterthrust. Further, a strike into Pennsylvania might loosen Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s grip on Vicksburg, Mississippi, where Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s besieged Confederate Army was on it last legs.


The potentially spectacular possibilities did not end there. An invasion of the North, Lee believed, would secure badly needed recruits from Maryland; possibly frighten Northern leaders into peace talks; and, most of all, present an opportunity to crush a Yankee army on its turf, and win European recognition for the South. Lee’s indefatigable army was on a high, and eager to take the battle to the enemy. “Like the rest of the army generally, nothing gave me much concern so long as I knew Gen. Lee was in command,” Edward Porter Alexander, Lee’s fine artilleryman, wrote after the war. “I am sure there can never have been an army with more supreme confidence in its commander than that army had in Gen. Lee. We looked forward to victory under him as confidently as to successive sunrises.”


Lee would eventually find that all was not as he thought, beginning with his opponent. In spite of his lapse at Chancellorsville, “Fighting Joe” Hooker was not about to let Lee’s army waltz into the North unguarded.
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The Battle of Chancellorsville
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Major General Joseph Hooker





Since replacing Ambrose Burnside atop the Army of the Potomac, he had instituted a series of organizational changes that were already benefiting the army. Foremost among these changes was his restructuring of the Federal cavalry into one corps, under Major General Alfred Pleasanton. The Union Cavalry Corps, already brimming with talented young officers, would come of age during the upcoming campaign and help deal the South a terrible blow.


Lee launched his campaign on June 3, marching his Army of Northern Virginia north to Culpepper, then west into the Shenandoah Valley. Hooker sent cavalry to track him, and on June 9, Pleasanton’s Federals barreled into Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s camp at Brandy Station. The daylong engagement that followed left Stuart’s men with the battlefield, but their commander embarrassed. The Federal cavalry had surprised him and fought him generally on even terms. No longer could Union cavalrymen be laughed off as mere pickets or messengers; they were a fighting force that Stuart would now have to deal with.


Lee, meanwhile, continued north, capturing an unprepared Union garrison at Winchester and crossing the Potomac. Hooker followed, screening Washington and Baltimore even while engaged in a battle of wills with the War Department over a perceived lack of support. On June 28—with a potentially titanic confrontation between the two armies in the offing—a frustrated Hooker offered his resignation, which was promptly accepted. His replacement was the sleepy-eyed George Gordon Meade—yet another capable corps commander seemingly set up for a great fall. Hearing of the change, Robert E. Lee remarked that “Meade will commit no blunder in my front, and if I make one, he will make haste to take advantage of it.”


Lieutenant General Richard Ewell’s II Corps was perched on the doorstep of Harrisburg, ready to pounce on Pennsylvania’s capital when Lee received word of the Army of the Potomac’s presence north of the Potomac. Lee postponed the Harrisburg operation and consolidated his strung-out army west of Gettysburg, a small transportation hub with a population of about 2,400.


Still unsure of Meade’s exact position (Jeb Stuart’s cavalry, which was supposed to be screening on Lee’s right, had circled far to the east and lost touch with the army), Lee allowed Major General Henry Heth to take his division into Gettysburg after a cache of shoes rumored to be stored there, although the exact reason for taking this route has been disputed. Marching southeast down the Chambersburg Pike early on July 1, Heth’s men heard the popping sound of carbine fire: They had run into John Buford’s two brigades of dismounted Union cavalry, screening for Meade and stretched across the pike in a defensive position. First contact had been made.


The skirmish quickly exploded into a serious fight, as Confederate reinforcements flowed toward the town from the west and north. Buford’s outgunned horsemen held their ground until General John Reynolds’s I Corps arrived to bolster his position. The highly respected Reynolds, however, soon fell from his horse, killed by a Rebel bullet.


Gradually the Union lines north and west of town bent, then broke, sending regiments scrambling headlong back through town. Rebel infantry charged in pursuit, as Union officers tried desperately to rally their disorganized units on high ground south of town.


Joining Major General Oliver Otis Howard (XI Corps commander) on Cemetery Hill, Major General Winfield Scott Hancock (II Corps commander) led the effort to bring order out of disaster. Here—with advantages in numbers and initiative and plenty of daylight left—the Confederates lost a crucial opportunity to seize the hills (Culp’s and Cemetery) below town. “There was not an officer, not even a man, that did not expect that the war would be closed upon that hill that evening,” one Confederate later wrote. But “someone made a blunder that lost the battle of Gettysburg, and, humanly speaking, the Confederate cause.” Pressed to attack, Jubal Early deferred to his corps commander Richard Ewell, who was disinclined to undertake any further offensive without specific orders from Lee. But when he received a message shortly after 5 p.m. in which Lee “wished him to take the Cemetery Hill if it were possible,” he decided that it was not.


[image: D. Shriver Ratterica S. Cobean JOHNSTONS DIVISION Road to Newrala Road to Carhsle WEDNESDAY ROCK CREEK Road to Harrisburg REBEL RHODES DIVISON Blocher’s chether Bark IIst OORP (HOWARD) BOUS HOUSE Road to Hunterstown BATTERIES BARIYA DIVISION WEDNESDAY LARLOW WEDNESDAY Stevana Run RAIL ROAD TO HAROVER Turcike to Lerk Toll Gate THURSDAY & FRIDAY Hospital Silverson D. Lady STEWARTS CAVALRY (FRIDAY) Road to Bontragnton CUNTER’S MITIGANE KILPATRICK’S DIV. (PRTH.XY) Benner’s Run C. Bennera D. Benner KILPATRICK THURSDAY Toll Gate Tarnpike to Baltimore LOOK WOOD THURSDAY & FEBRUARY EARLY’S dIV. JOMSS TON’S DIV. GULPS HILL CREENE HEAVY 12TH CORPS (SLOCUM) ROCK ROAD OF TAURCHDOWN CREEK BUPONS GOVALRY (FRIDAY) Large trains of amnumitions RESERVE Artillery 6TH CORPS (in reserve) wo Gross from Road top to Germary Mende’s Bead Quar! Widow Lenter C. Wilson Dourleday PARNSWASTH’S BUG. Farworth killed. DFL pock kosts KILPATRICKS CAVALRY Plun Run J. Randolph Rebel Battery Rebel Infantry A. Currens Bris younoford Gena. Ch. ARDSVALS HOOD’S DIVISION LAWS DIVISION SICKLES Sherfey urechand Gen Barksdale killed N. codori CALDWELL GMSON HAYES UNION LINE (THURSDAY & FRIDAY) 3RD CORPS (STCKELS) FRIDAY CORP’S HASWOCK Widow Leister C. Wilson DOURELDAY 11 TR COHPS HOWARD STELSWEHH (WEDNESDAY) Roud to Emmettsbarg GAK RIDGE REBEL LONGSTREETS Hilloughbr’s Run (THURSDAY CORP’S) Rifle Pits FRIDAY G Arnold Road to Hagerstown HILL’S CORPS PENDUER Parsonane (WEDNESDAY) Rebel Sharpshooters DOOHLEDAY 1ST CORPS (REDFOLDS) D. Schmunker Semineny D. Kranth HILLS CORPS OAK RIDGE J. Ferney RAIL ROAD UNFINISHED GETTYSBRUG D. Bangher Linean Ball Peun College Drawn by T. Ditterline REMARKS. The battle of Wednesday commenced at 10 o clock A 31. and at 1 1/2 P.M our troops were driven back though the town to Cemetary Hill. We captured Archers Brigade (Rebel) and lost 3000 men taken by the Rebels. The Battle was resumed on Thursday at 3 o clock P.M. (Sickels advancing at 31/2 (P.M.) and it ended on our left at 3 o’cock P.M. the Rebels being repulsed & subsequently the attack on our right was also repulsed, ending about 9 P.M. Friday battle lasted from 4 A.M till nearly 5 o’clock P.M. when the rebels were completely defeated at all points. Map Division Library of Congress Scale 21/2 inches to the mile 1/4 1/2 1m. 2 miles FIELD OF Bettnshury JULY 1ST. 2ND. & 3RD. 1863. PREPARED BY T. DITTERLINE. UNION FORCES REBEL FORCES]


Map of the field of battle at Gettysburg


Meanwhile, newly minted army commander George Meade had been eyeing for his army an excellent defensive position to the south along Pipe Creek. Now, however, he sent word for the army to dig in where it was. Yankees spent the night felling trees, digging rifle pits, and maneuvering heavy cannon into firing positions. As the sun rose on July 2, the opposing armies had jostled into the positions from which they would fight for the next two days. Lee’s forces stretched south along Seminary Ridge; five of the seven corps of Meade’s Army of the Potomac were hunkered down in a classic and formidable defensive position, on high ground stretching in a fishhook shape from Culp’s and Cemetery Hills south along Cemetery Ridge to a pair of hills called the Little and Big Round Tops. Rolling farmland separated the armies.


Anchoring the left end of the Union lines was the III Corps of Major General Daniel Sickles, a hot-tempered New Yorker and military neophyte fresh out of the U.S. House of Representatives. Sickles had in 1859 played the lead in one of the nation’s most infamous and celebrated scandals. Catching his beautiful young wife in an elaborate tryst with the handsome U.S. Attorney Philip Barton Key—the son of Francis Scott Key, author of “The Star Spangled Banner”—the enraged Sickles chased Key down in Washington’s Lafayette Square and shot him to death. In the trial that followed, Sickles’s lawyer—future Secretary of War Edwin Stanton—got his client off with the first successful use of the insanity defense. Sickles then forfeited much of the public’s sympathy for him by reuniting with his adulteress wife.


At Gettysburg, Sickles decided to push his III Corps forward into an angular position onto higher ground along the Emmitsburg Road, which bisected the battlefield, a position that he felt offered his men a defensive advantage. It also opened a gaping hole between his men and Hancock’s II Corps to his right, an ominous fact that Meade himself pointed out to Sickles late that morning. By then it was too late to do much about it.
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Lieutenant General James Longstreet





On Seminary Ridge, meanwhile, Lee had decided to try and capitalize on the success of July 1. If executed properly, he believed, a coordinated attack should rupture the Union lines. Lieutenant General James Longstreet—commander of I Corps and Lee’s most trusted subordinate (in the wake of Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s mortal wounding at Chancellorsville)—believed otherwise. He followed his orders, but—as many of his detractors would later argue—took too long in doing so. By the time Longstreet launched his July 2 attack on the Union left, up the Emmitsburg Road, Meade’s V Corps (under Major General George Sykes) had reached the area. As Sickles’s divisions tumbled back under the weight of Major General Lafayette McLaws’s onrushing Rebels, Sykes’s men—along with Federals sent over from the right—moved forward to plug the gap. Sickles fell with a shattered leg, which was later amputated. (Sickles later had his shattered leg bones preserved in a miniature coffin. They can still be seen today—with the cannonball that smashed them—in an exhibit in Washington, D.C.’s, National Museum of Health and Medicine.) Meanwhile, only heroic fighting from outgunned Maine and Pennsylvania infantrymen saved Little Round Top from falling to Texas and Alabama troops of John Hood’s Confederate division. It was here that a little-known Maine professor named Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain earned everlasting fame for ordering a decisive bayonet charge as each side reached exhaustion.


The struggle for Little Round Top nearly resulted in disastrous repercussions for Meade, who responded to that emergency by stripping Culp’s Hill of most of Major General Henry Slocum’s XII Corps and sending it south to support his softened left flank. But the Confederates were not yet through for the day: Jubal Early nearly overran Cemetery Hill before Yankee reinforcements finally stopped him. And as dusk deepened, Major General Edward Johnson sent his division crashing up the wooded hillside of Culp’s Hill—now defended by just 1,300 New Yorkers under Brigadier General George Sears Greene. Greene, an 1826 West Point graduate and renowned engineer, was a grandson of Revolutionary War hero Nathanael Greene, and a skilled fighter himself. Fighting tenaciously from behind formidable breastworks, his men held off Johnson’s 5,000 attackers until Slocum’s XII Corps returned in the middle of the night. The thickened Union lines shattered a follow-up assault ordered by Johnson before dawn.


As the sun rose on July 3, thousands of tired, hungry, and filthy soldiers stirred, wondering what the day would bring. Meade, after polling his corps commanders, had already decided to remain in position to receive an attack. Lee, meanwhile, was more determined than ever to break though the blue line facing him from across the fields south of town. Again overruling Longstreet’s request for a turning movement south of the Round Tops, Lee ordered an attack on Meade’s stretched-out center. Ordered to direct the assault, the I Corps commander told an officer: “I don’t want to make this attack. I believe it will fail—I do not see how it can succeed—I would not make it even now, but that Gen. Lee has ordered it and expects it.”


Nevertheless, at 1 p.m. on July 3, the hills of Adams County shook with the sound of Lee’s booming cannon, some 150 guns under the direction of Lee’s skilled young artillerist, Major Edward Porter Alexander. Union batteries responded for a time, then Major General Henry Hunt silenced them to conserve ammunition for a charge that now appeared inevitable. Alexander quieted his own guns some time later, passing word to Longstreet that he had barely enough shells left to support his advance. Reluctantly, Lee’s husky corps commander gave the order for the assault on Meade’s center—an attack soon to be dubbed Pickett’s Charge.


Dashing Major General George Pickett commanded one of the attacking force’s three divisions; Johnston Pettigrew and Isaac Trimble led the others. At 3 p.m., the roughly 13,000 men in gray and butternut set out to carry the heights ahead of them. It was a magnificent sight, even to the anxious Federals watching their approach. But for veterans of Fredericksburg, where hundreds of Yankees had fallen before Rebel rifles on Marye’s Heights, it also meant a chance to avenge fallen friends.


The advancing Confederate lines were in no-man’s-land now, too far from their target to charge, and far from the safety of the woods they had left. Now the quiet Yankee guns began to roar again—from every angle. Shells exploded above the attackers, shredding unit flags and soldiers alike. Dressing their lines in the midst of hell, the Confederates lurched forward. Now hundreds of Yankee muskets in the center of the blue lines went off at once—filling the air with smoke and the battlefield with more dead Confederates. Union artillerists switched to canister, and ripped huge gaps in the slowing, butternut ranks. Confederates surging within feet of the ridge watched in horror as hundreds of Pennsylvanians opened up on them—en masse—from behind a stone wall. “The slaughter was terrible,” one Federal recalled. Only at one point did the charging Rebels breach the Union line, led by General Lewis Armistead, who led his men forward yelling, “Boys, give them the cold steel! Who will follow me?” Within moments, Yankee reinforcements plugged the hole, and Armistead fell mortally wounded.
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General Pickett receiving the order for the charge on day three at Gettysburg from General Longstreet


By 4 p.m., the sloping fields before Cemetery Ridge were filled with dead Confederate soldiers. At least two-thirds of the attacking force was a casualty. Survivors of the shattered charge were streaming back to the safety of the woods, to sporadic Union taunts of “Fredericksburg! Fredericksburg!” Even Lee’s vaunted cavalry, which under J. E. B. Stuart had circled Meade’s army in an attempt to attack it from the rear, had been turned back, east of town, by Federal troopers under major generals David Gregg and George Custer. Robert E. Lee now turned to his subordinates to prepare for a Union counterattack. Pickett, for one, seemed too overwhelmed to move. “General Lee, I have no division now, Armistead is down, Garnett is down, and Kemper is mortally wounded.” Lee persevered: “Come now, General Pickett, this has been my fight and upon my shoulders rests the blame. The men and officers of your command have written the name of Virginia as high today as it has ever been written before.” The Battle of Gettysburg was over.


Three days of fighting had produced some 50,000 casualties, including 3,155 dead Federals and 4,427 dead Confederates. The losses were especially hard for Lee, with a much smaller army, to take; they proved doubly painful for the South the next day when word of Vicksburg’s surrender (to Grant) zipped over telegraph wires. Lee at least managed to preserve his remaining forces: With Meade slow to pursue, the Army of Northern Virginia slipped across the swollen Potomac River into Virginia on July 14, leaving Abraham Lincoln to fume over another lost opportunity.


Widely seen as the turning point of the Civil War, the Battle of Gettysburg did not signal the end of the Confederacy. But with Union victories in the West and Grant’s ascension to command of all Union armies in March 1864, Lee would never again have the resources or freedom to strike into the North again.


HISTORIC SITES


American Civil War Museum


(formerly the National Civil War Wax Museum)


297 Steinwehr Ave.


(717) 334-6245


www.e-gettysburg.com


Opened in 1962, the museum lacks the depth and power of its counterpart in Harrisburg (see listing below), but it does a good job of re-creating scenes from the battlefield and the surrounding town with its lifelike dioramas. Visitors can immerse themselves in the battlefield action through the feature presentation in the Battleroom Auditorium, listening to battle cries and cannon fire. At the end of the presentation, you can even listen as Lincoln delivers his immortal address. The museum is open daily from Mar through Dec.


General Lee’s Headquarters


401 Buford Ave.


(717) 334-3141


www.civilwarheadquarters.com


Constructed in 1834, this stone house was located at the center and rear of Lee’s battle lines at the time of the battle, making it an ideal location for the Confederate officer’s headquarters. It’s now home to a small Civil War museum featuring artifacts and stories from the battle. The museum is open daily from Mar through Nov with extended hours in the summer.


Gettysburg National Cemetery


Baltimore Pike


Abraham Lincoln dedicated this haunting burial ground, now home to more than 7,000 soldiers and their loved ones, during his Gettysburg Address on November 19, 1863.


Gettysburg National Military Park


1195 Baltimore Pike


(717) 334-1124, ext. 8023


www.nps.gov/gett


No other Civil War battlefield is quite like the one that dominates Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The epic proportions and importance of the July 1–3, 1863, battle is reflected today in the number of individual and unit monuments (more than 1,300) that grace its 6,000 acres. Roads provide ready access to all the park’s crucial areas, from Little Round Top to Culp’s Hill. Visitors can sit among the boulders of the Devil’s Den, where Yankees and Rebels once stalked each other; trace the path taken by the legions of Pickett, Trimble, and Pettigrew during their fateful charge of July 3; visit the cramped home (the Lydia Leister house) in which George Meade and his corps commanders met on the night of July 2; and trace the opposing lines along Seminary and Cemetery Ridges.


Gettysburg’s visitor center remains among the best of any National Military Park, and features the Gettysburg Museum of the Civil War. The museum’s artifact-based displays practically burst with minié balls, cartridge boxes, bayonets, swords, uniforms, and other equipment left on the battlefield. Exhibits touch on everything from campaign life for soldiers and officers to the proper use of artillery, and they boast enough military arms to fill an arsenal. Here visitors will also find a 30-minute Electric Map program (for a small fee), a large bookstore and gift shop, and National Park Service rangers to answer questions and help arrange two-hour battlefield tours by licensed guides. The park also offers audiotapes (or CDs) for private driving tours, and private companies run bus tours.


Still one of the park’s feature attractions is the Cyclorama Center, whose interior is dominated by the 360-degree, 359-by-27-foot painting of Pickett’s Charge. The painting is currently undergoing restoration, and only a portion of the painting is on view. The center itself, which also offers exhibits of relics and artwork related to the Battle of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address, remains open. Visitors should also walk through the Soldiers’ (or Gettysburg) National Cemetery, the burial site of Union soldiers dedicated so movingly by President Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863. (Most Confederate victims of the battle were buried in Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery.)


Today, Gettysburg National Military Park sports a new visitor center and museum—one designed to be less obtrusive by being built on ground that was not central to the battle. Meanwhile, the battlefield continues to fight off the ugly infringements of souvenir stands and convenience stores in an otherwise lovely town. Recent years have seen the removal of ugly obstructions like the 300-foot National Tower. Efforts to restore the battlefield to its original appearance (at the time of the battle) have included the removal of hundreds of acres of trees; the replanting of many more acres of trees, thickets, and orchards; and the addition of historic fencing that once divided local farms.


The park, visitor center, and Cyclorama Center are open daily.


Jennie Wade House Museum


548 Baltimore St.


(717) 334-4100


www.jennie-wade-house.com


Gettysburg native Mary Virginia “Ginnie” Wade was baking bread for Union soldiers on July 3, 1863, when a stray bullet crashed through her home and killed her. Just 20 years old, Miss Wade was the only civilian killed in town during the Battle of Gettysburg. The home today looks practically—and eerily—as it did in July 1863 (with the exception of its gift shop). Admission is charged, or you can stop by the adjacent Battlefield Tour Center (778 Baltimore St.) to purchase a combo ticket including a battlefield tour and attractions admissions.


The National Civil War Museum


One Lincoln Circle at Reservoir Park


Harrisburg, PA


(717) 260-1861


www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org


With so much to see 40 miles south at Gettysburg, building a Civil War museum in Harrisburg once seemed, to some observers, a bad idea. True, the state capital had once been home to Camp Curtin—a Union training depot that trained and sent 300,000 soldiers into Federal armies. But no serious fighting had taken place here: The outbreak of fighting at Gettysburg forestalled General Richard Ewell’s plan to attack the city, and it was never threatened again. But when it opened in 2001, this fabulous, 65,000-square-foot museum turned heads, and made Harrisburg the ideal jump-off point for an excursion to Gettysburg.


The brainchild of former mayor Stephen R. Reed—who started collecting for the museum during the mid-1990s—the National Civil War Museum boasts two floors of state-of-the-art exhibits, based on its 24,000-piece artifact collection, which dates from 1850 to 1876. (Highlights of the collection include the kepi worn by Confederate general George Pickett at Gettysburg; a Bible once carried by Robert E. Lee; one of the gauntlets Stonewall Jackson was wearing when he was shot at Chancellorsville; and Ulysses S. Grant’s sword belt.) The museum strives to tell the “complete” story of the Civil War. “We wanted to tell the story, not just of the battles,” Reed said, “but of the people who lived and worked, and fought and died, during the war years. And we wanted to take an unflinching look at slavery, the root cause of the conflict.”


Tours of the museum’s 17 exhibit galleries begin on the second floor, starting with “A House Divided.” They naturally describe the military campaigns of the conflict, while also exploring “The Peculiar Institution: American Slavery,” “Making of Armies,” “Civil War Music,” “Lincoln: War and Remembrance,” and other topics. Interactive battle maps and audio posts bring each exhibit to life, and a small theater offers the 16-minute, prize-winning film, A Nation Endures every 20 minutes.


The museum is wheelchair accessible.


The Rupp House


451 Baltimore St.


(717) 334-1243


www.friendsofgettysburg.org


This interactive museum re-creates the culture of 19th-century Gettysburg through interactive, hands-on exhibitions and activities led by guides and volunteers in period clothing. The Rupp House (in which the museum is located) was built in 1868 to replace a lavish house that sustained serious damage during the battle. Admission is free; donations go to support battlefield preservation efforts.


Shriver House Museum


309 Baltimore St.


(717) 337-2800


www.shriverhouse.org


A welcome addition to Gettysburg and the museum community is the Shriver House Museum, a relatively new facility dedicated to telling the story of Gettysburg civilians who witnessed the epic 1863 battle. Built in 1860 by George Washington Shriver, the house was caught in the middle of the first day’s fighting. Evidence of Confederate sharpshooters firing from the attic included eyewitness reports of soldiers knocking portholes in the attic’s sides. Restoration efforts (which continue today) turned up bullets and stains that were recently proven to be blood. It appears certain that at least one Rebel was killed in the Shriver House attic.


The building today looks about as it did when George, his wife, Hettie, and their two small children lived there in 1861, shortly before George joined the Union cavalry. Between stops at Gettysburg’s military sites, visitors should tour the restored rooms of the Shriver House (along with the nearby Jennie Wade House) to get an inkling of how civilians lived in the midst of war. Museum hours vary by season, and it is closed in Jan (except for groups by appointment).


Soldier’s National Museum


777 Baltimore St.


(717) 334-4890


www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com


The building that now houses the Soldier’s National Museum was the headquarters for Union general Oliver O. Howard during the battle. It later became the Soldier’s National Orphanage and now houses a popular collection of Civil War battle dioramas and more than 5,000 artifacts. Admission is charged, or purchase a combo ticket at the Battlefield Tours depot across the street.


U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center


950 Soldiers Dr.


Carlisle, PA


(717) 245-3971


www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec


Long known simply as Carlisle Barracks, the home of the U.S. Army War College and Military History Institute and Museum is now part of the new U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center. Charged with “Telling the Army Story—One Soldier at a Time,” this one-of-a-kind complex is destined to become one of the nation’s most compelling historical attractions.


Founded by Englishman John Stanwix in 1757, Carlisle Barracks has since been home to a series of army schools, most notably the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, for American Indians. Here a young Jim Thorpe got his first taste of football, playing for the Carlisle Indians—once one of the nation’s great football powers. The site is best known, of course, for its research facilities: anchored by a massive collection of books (some 325,000), manuscripts (11,000,000, largely unofficial papers, unit histories, and private papers), photographs (1,700,000), and maps (19,500), the Military History Institute has long been the premier site for the study of army history.


The site has opened its new Army Heritage Trail—a unique, 1-mile, outdoor walk through American military history. Fantastic re-creations along the trail address every major American war, and include a Revolutionary War redoubt, a section of the Antietam battlefield, a Civil War winter encampment, and a portion of D-Day’s Omaha Beach. The trail alone makes a visit here a must. It is wheelchair accessible, and admission is free. Security is tight, however, so calling ahead is advised.


OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST


The Coster Avenue Mural and Amos Humiston Monument


Late on the afternoon of on July 1, 1863, two Confederate brigades slammed into Colonel Charles R. Coster’s thin line of 1,200 Yankees on the northeastern outskirts of Gettysburg. Coster’s left and right flanks collapsed, and his center regiment—the 154th New York Volunteers—was forced to follow its brother regiments in flight back through town.


One hundred twenty-five years later, a crucial moment of this struggle appeared in vivid color on the back of a warehouse at the end of a Gettysburg side street. The moving and detailed 80-foot mural was the work of Rhode Island artist and 154th New York Regimental historian Mark Dunkelman (with Johan Bjurman), who designed the image as an homage to the soldiers who fought in Kuhn’s brickyard. (A monument to the 154th New York also stands nearby.) Recently restored, the Coster Avenue mural remains one of Gettysburg’s neat, little-known treasures.


Eisenhower National Historic Site


250 Eisenhower Farm Dr.


(717) 338-9114, ext. 10


www.nps.gov/eise


While there’s no direct link to the Civil War, American history buffs may be interested to tour the weekend retreat of the World War II leader and president, which is adjacent to the National Military Park. The Eisenhowers lived on this estate and farm from 1961 until the former president’s death in 1969. Guests must park at the National Military Park and ride a complimentary shuttle to the farm entrance.


SLIGHTLY OUT OF THE WAY: CHAMBERSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA


Although no major battles were fought here, Chambersburg likely suffered more during the Civil War than any other Northern town. The residents of this small village were still caring for soldiers wounded in the Battle of Antietam when Major General “Jeb” Stuart’s cavalry looted and burned several of its buildings. Confederate raiders torched another portion of the town a year later during the Gettysburg Campaign. And on July 30, 1864, Chambersburg suffered the wrath of Lieutenant General Jubal Early, who—angered by Union devastation of parts of the Shenandoah Valley, and General David Hunter’s burning of the Virginia Military Institute—sent General John McCausland’s cavalry to extort reparations from the Pennsylvania town. When no money was forthcoming, McCausland evacuated the town and set it afire.


Today, visitors to the town should stop first at the Chambersburg Heritage Center, the hub of Franklin County tourism and a historic attraction in its own right. Housed in a beautifully renovated, wheelchair-accessible marble bank building built in 1915, the center is the place to go for information, travel brochures, and tips on local driving tours. It also offers a gift shop and restrooms.
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