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  The post-Cubist image at the Museum of Bad Art in Somerville compels the viewer to make direct eye contact.




  introduction




  Boston is a quirky, curious, sort of city. In most places east is east, and west is west. Not so in Boston. The geographical center of present-day Boston is Roxbury, but due north of the center is the South End, which is different than South Boston, which is east of the South End. North of South Boston is East Boston, and southwest of East Boston is the North End. Thankfully, the West End is west of the North End, but you won’t find it anymore; most of the community came to an end during the 1950s’ rush to urban renewal. Don’t even think of orienting yourself using the Old South Church: It’s north of the New Old South Church. Confused? Head to the intersection of Summer and Winter Streets, where you’ll find a plaque marking the Center of the Universe. It’s on the floor of the fruit stand on the corner.




  Welcome to Boston! Pass the bananas.




  Boston has had centuries to hone its eccentricities. The peninsula was first settled by the Puritans, who left Europe to escape religious persecution and then set up gallows in and around Boston Common to hang those with different religious beliefs. The Puritans purchased the land that was to become Boston from a reclusive Anglican minister who was fond of riding around Beacon Hill naked on a white bull. The Puritans made him a member of their church—against his will. No, you didn’t fool with Puritans. They were so strict they even banned Christmas.




  But even the Puritans couldn’t sour people on Boston, which quickly grew to become the most populated place in the colonies. Perhaps it grew too quickly. In the Old Granary Burying Ground, there are 2,345 gravestones, but an estimated 5,000 people are buried there. One of its most famous permanent residents is John Hancock, whose bold signature on the Declaration of Independence taunted the British. Alas, Hancock’s name-signing hand is not buried with him. It was stolen by grave robbers soon after he was interred. The Old Granary also has the mortal remains of Sam Adams, Paul Revere, and victims of the Boston Massacre. Near dead center is the largest monument in the cemetery. The 25-foot-tall obelisk marked Franklin doesn’t grace the grave of Ben, one of the city’s most celebrated native-born citizens, but his parents. Maybe there wasn’t room for old Ben. Out of seventeen Franklin children, he was number fifteen.




  Times change, but not the city’s idiosyncrasies. When the John Hancock Tower was being built in modern Boston, the windows kept popping out, raining shards upon unsuspecting citizens on the street. The building was a real pain in the glass. But don’t worry; today when you look up at the Hancock, you’ll see beautiful Copley Square and the nearby shopping complex known as the Elephant in Pajamas reflected in the tower’s facade. And you don’t have to look down either. It’s only an elephant figuratively speaking.




  Boston’s contradictions, quirky streets, and curious history make it one of the world’s great walking cities. Our recommendation: Bring a sense of humor, wear a good pair of shoes, and forget the map. It won’t help much anyhow. Welcome to Boston.
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  Old Boston




  Walking through some of the oldest parts of Boston—including Faneuil Hall, Government Center, the North End, East Boston, the West End, and Charlestown—you might find yourself looking around for something to overthrow. The seeds of revolution, and a few other things, run deep here. Of course, that doesn’t mean some facts don’t get twisted around. For example, the monument to the Battle of Bunker Hill isn’t on a hill that isn’t Bunker Hill. You could brew tea for two thousand of your closest friends or stand where the Boston Massacre took place, that is, if you can dodge the cars driving through. Better than dodging the bull that William Blackstone (also spelled Blaxton, just to make things more confusing), the first Englishman to live in Boston, would ride while in the buff. Want to see the world’s ugliest building? It’s here. So is a house that Paul Revere owned, restored in a way that would make it completely unrecognizable to him. And there’s a plaque to the first man to achieve flight . . . only to have the town fathers ban the activity. Maybe one of them had a real-estate interest in Kitty Hawk.




  The Ice King Cometh




  Charlestown




  Some titans of industry have ice water running in their veins, but none more than Frederic Tudor, the Ice King. In the early nineteenth century, if you wanted something cold to drink on a hot day, you were simply out of luck, particularly if you lived in a hot part of the world, like the Caribbean or New Orleans, and had no winter sources of lake ice, let alone icehouses to store slabs. Tudor knew a market when he saw one and moved quickly to freeze out his potential competition. His first attempts ended up as so many puddles, but undaunted, and with help from his friend Nathaniel Wyeth, an ancestor of the artist Andrew Wyeth, Tudor developed new ways to insulate and ship ice, as well as a plow to cut uniform blocks. He eventually would ship ice from Walden Pond and Fresh Pond, sending it by train to Tudor’s Wharf in Charlestown. The ice business shifted from there to the freezer in your own home, but the wharf still stands next to the USS Constitution in the Charlestown Navy Yard.




  Making the Rounds




  Charlestown




  A winning season is a notable feat, particularly in Boston, where the sports teams have known fate’s capriciousness. But although it took three tries to launch the USS Constitution, the oldest commissioned naval ship afloat today, it never lost a battle at sea. It could take on any vessel its size and could outrun bigger ones, as its top speed was 13 knots with all thirty-six sails rigged. Its nickname, Old Ironsides, comes from the hull construction, unusually thick and heavily braced for the time, and the use of a particularly dense and tough wood called southern live oak. In a famous battle with the HMS Guerriere during the War of 1812, cannonballs seemed to bounce off its sides. The Constitution was retired from active service in 1881 but continues to participate in special events and travels out to Castle Island several times a year. When it does, there is a ticket lottery for a chance to be on deck for the trip. To catch the Constitution when it’s not moving, go to 1 Constitution Road. You can find visitor hours and other information at www.ussconstitution.navy.mil/.




  Battle of … Where Did You Say?




  Charlestown




  The Bunker Hill Monument is austere and tall—221 feet, with 294 stairs inside that lead to the top and a marvelous view at the end of the climb. The order of Colonel William Prescott, not to shoot until the colonists could see the whites of the British troops’ eyes, has become a legend studied by generations of American schoolchildren. Too bad that the battle it commemorates actually took place elsewhere.




  This first major battle of the American Revolution happened early, in June 1775, during the Siege of Boston. New England militias under the command of George Washington had surrounded the city, trying to keep the British troops there unable to deploy. After a couple of months of this, the British decided to try and occupy hills around Boston to get leverage and open a route out of the city. Prescott took 1,200 militiamen to occupy both Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill, a lower spot. The ill-trained colonists repelled two waves of attacks by 5,000 British, causing heavy casualties among the British. Running out of ammunition, they had to retreat on the third attack. The British won, but with 226 killed and 800 wounded, it was a stinging experience and showed that the largely untrained militias could fight. Although the colonists did retreat over Bunker Hill, the bulk of the fighting happened on Breed’s Hill because it was closer to Boston and more easily defended. Even though Bunker Hill got the publicity, the monument itself is actually on Breed’s Hill in Monument Square.




  Vintage Tavern




  Charlestown




  In colonial times, taverns were important establishments, serving food and drink, and a place where movers and shakers could meet. The oldest tavern in Massachusetts still in operation is the Warren Tavern in Charlestown, built in 1780—likely the first building erected after the British razed the town following the Battle of Bunker Hill (or Battle of Breed’s Hill to aficionados) and named for an American hero of that fight and a major force in the early days of the revolution. Paul Revere was a frequent patron, and George Washington drank (but didn’t sleep) there. If you feel the urge to hoist a pint in memory of those who went before, you’ll find the Warren on 2 Pleasant Street. Call (617) 241-8142 or visit www.warrentavern.com.




  First Women of Medicine




  Charlestown




  Professional life was difficult for women involved in medicine in the nineteenth century, but you can remember two pioneer female physicians who both happened to have worked in Charlestown. Harriot Kezia Hunt was an early American practicing physician, although her first twenty years of professional life were without a degree. She was the first woman who applied to the Harvard Medical School (twice, though she was turned down both times because the male students refused to be around a woman) and may have been the first American woman to work professionally as a physician. She founded a women’s physiological society in Charlestown.




  Rebecca Lee Crumpler was the first African-American woman to receive a medical degree in the United States. She matriculated from the New England Female Medical College in 1864. (The school would merge with Boston University nine years later.) She and her husband would eventually live for a while at 67 Joy Street in Beacon Hill. But before becoming a doctor and working with the black community, she was a nurse for eight years in Charlestown.




  You can remember both of them at the MGH Charlestown Health-Care Center at 73 High Street.




  Old City Hall: First, Second, and Last in Boston History




  Downtown




  The cornerstone of Old City Hall was laid on December 22, 1862, the anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. It is built on the site of the city’s first two city halls and is an example of the French Second Empire architectural style, one of the first to be built in the United States and one of the last surviving examples of the style.




  Two-time Boston mayor Joseph Wightman, the first Democratic Party member to hold the position, dedicated the building. Inside the cornerstone is a 15-by-15-by-6-inch copper box, surrounded by pulverized charcoal, containing another 13-by-13-by-4-inch copper box that holds a number of historic mementos, including a map of the city; the Boston Almanac; the Annual Report of the Chief of Police; and a sealed glass bottle with $1 and $2 U.S. Treasury notes, postal currency, and a $20 Treasury note from the “Confederate States of America.”
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  Boston’s Old City Hall is an example of the French Second Empire architectural style.




  Mayor Wightman had fought hard to deliver humanitarian aid to Confederate POWs imprisoned in Fort Warren in Boston Harbor and was a leader in providing financial aid to Union soldiers and their families. Fifteen years after laying the cornerstone, Mayor Wightman himself was imprisoned in Boston for not paying a debt it was later determined he did not owe. If you can break out of where you are, the Old City Hall is at 45 School Street. Call (617) 523-8678 or visit www.oldcityhall.com.




  Tea for Two . . . Thousand




  Faneuil Hall




  It is only right and proper that the city where the most famous tea party in history took place would have the world’s largest teakettle. The Oriental Teashop had the giant pot cast in 1873 and hung in September 1874. To promote the tea shop, the company held a contest on New Year’s Day in 1875. The public was invited to guess the capacity of the giant kettle. Twelve thousand people cast ballots. As officials began to pour cups into the kettle, a boy popped out, then another, and another. Finally, eight boys emerged, followed by a 6-foot man—the designer of the kettle. The winner got a 40-pound chest of tea. You’ll find the exact capacity engraved on the side of the kettle: precisely 227 gallons, 2 quarts, 1 pint, and 3 gills. The giant kettle was moved from its original location, not far from here, in 1967. Ironically, the kettle now hangs above a Starbucks store at 63 Court Street near the Government Center metro station. Perhaps if the java chain had been around in 1770, we might be calling it the “Boston Coffee Klatch” today.
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    Lobsta Mickey




    Mickey Mouse was born November 18, 1928. That was the day Steamboat Willie hit the silver screen, becoming the first synchronized sound cartoon. Here in Boston’s Faneuil Hall Market place, Mickey would be best if he were steamed. The 700-pound statue of Lobsta Mickey was created by artist Breanna Rowlette in 2003. It’s one of seventy-five unique Mickeys commissioned by The Walt Disney Company to commemorate the world’s most famous movie mouse. Pass the butter.
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  Tea for two . . . two thousand, that is. The giant teapot in Boston’s City Hall Plaza has been spouting steam since 1873.




  First in War




  Faneuil Hall




  The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts is no newcomer. Organized in 1637 and chartered by Governor John Winthrop in 1638, this is the first official military company in the Western Hemisphere. Since then, the group has been in existence, holding annual elections for officers on the Boston Common each June. This company was a busy one, and not just in military matters. As its Web site notes, “The members of the Company trod the fields of every battlefield of New England; they fought for freedom on foreign soil; they judged the courts; they pleaded at the bar; they instituted town government and leveled forests; and they were active in settling the towns of the frontier.” U.S. presidents James Monroe, Chester A. Arthur, Calvin Coolidge, and John F. Kennedy all belonged, and over the decades, eight members won the Medal of Honor. The headquarters and a museum open to the public on weekdays are on the fourth floor of Faneuil Hall. You can read more about the tradition of the Company at www.ahac.us.com/history.htm.




  The Real Boston Massacre




  Faneuil Hall




  The site of the Boston Massacre marks the spot where British troops killed five colonists on the evening of March 5, 1770. Tensions were running high as colonists became increasingly angry over the imposition of new taxes. A crowd of 300 to 400 gathered in front of the Old State House. No one knows who fired the first shots, and it may have started as a misunderstanding. A church bell, used as a signal for fire, rang out. Someone yelled “Fire,” and bullets began to fly.




  While the site of the Boston Tea Party is still disputed, the precise location of the Boston Massacre is known. It’s at the intersection of Devonshire and State Streets. A circle of cobblestones, in the middle of the intersection, marks the site. Be careful: Boston drivers can still cause a massacre.
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  The site of the Boston Massacre marks the spot where British troops killed five colonists.




  Big Shoes to Fill




  Faneuil Hall




  There are a few names synonymous with basketball in Boston, and none more widely known than Larry Bird. Number 33 was with the Celtics from 1979 to 1992 and earned his place in the Basketball Hall of Fame as a three-time Most Valuable Player, twelve-time NBA Eastern Conference All-Star, and gold medal Olympian. His value as a player came more from his incessantly hard work than from an abundance of natural ability. He was a great high school player, continued after some struggles into college, and eventually joined the Celtics after his senior year. When he finally retired as a player because of injuries and back problems, he could look back at averaging 24 points, 10 rebounds, and 6 assists per game. The Celtics retired his number when he left. He was a big man: 6 foot, 9 inches and 220 pounds when drafted, with a size 13 shoe. He’s no longer in Boston, but a bronzed pair of his shoes is, as part of a plaque in Faneuil Hall Marketplace, next to the statue of legendary Celtics coach Red Auerbach.
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  Big Bird’s shoes—Larry Bird, that is.




  Americans “In-vest” in an Insect




  Faneuil Hall




  Since 1742, a 52-inch-tall, 38-pound copper grasshopper with glass doorknob eyes has looked down onto a good deal of American history. The ’hopper has watched from his weather vane perch 80 feet above the ground as the winds of change turned the colonies into a nation and the nation into a world superpower. From the grasshopper’s vantage point atop Faneuil Hall, the insect has been an eyewitness to the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party and watched as patriotic conspirators gathered at the Old Meeting House. Over time the grasshopper has survived wars, hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, and vandals.




  But the grasshopper is more than a priceless piece of Americana. It is also a time capsule. Inside the insect’s stomach is a copper container. Each time the grasshopper has been handled and restored, people have placed objects into the vane and taken things out.




  In 1761, following a devastating fire and an earthquake, a note inscribed “Food for the Grasshopper” was inserted into the copper time capsule by the restorer. The note, detailing the gilded insect’s trials and tribulations, is now in the Boston Public Library’s archives.




  The weather vane was restored again in 1842. This time it was filled with papers and coins. It is believed that the first contents were removed and sold at auction in 1885. In 1889 some newspapers and coins from the period were deposited in the capsule, and in 1952 Boston’s mayor added one of his business cards and a message.




  In 1974 the grasshopper was reported missing, and a massive insect hunt was started.
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  The grasshopper time capsule is perched 80 feet above the ground on Faneuil Hall.




  The ’hopper was discovered weeks later in the Faneuil Hall belfry underneath a pile of old flags. Seems painters had taken it down and forgot to put it back up. A tip from an ex-steeplejack who worked on the vane and was trying to beat a drug rap led to its recovery. Before the grasshopper was restored to its proper perch, Boston’s mayor resealed all of the items in the capsule, adding a letter of his own and two bicentennial coins.




  JFK Ate Here




  Faneuil Hall




  Obviously, John F. Kennedy ate at a lot of places in his hometown. One of his favorites was the Union Oyster House, where the Kennedy clan dined regularly on the restaurant’s namesake mollusk. In the private upstairs dining room, you will find a plaque on Kennedy’s favorite booth, number 18, dedicated to his memory in 1977. Kennedy was just one of many Harvard students to frequent the restaurant. Supposedly, some were paid to eat there. Oyster House lore has it that an importer of toothpicks from South America hired Harvard students to dine at the restaurant and request the picks as a way to boost sales. The Union Oyster House is located at 41 Union Street.




  To request a table or JFK’s favorite booth, call (617) 227-2750 or visit www.unionoysterhouse.com.




  High Watermark




  Faneuil Hall




  When Boston was founded, a walk about town was more likely a slosh. Much of the city is built on what was formerly marsh, with landfill used to provide save travel. Actually, landfill is a euphemism, as the Atlantic used to be the city’s dump, whether regular waste or the remains of the frequent fires. When enough debris accumulated, Boston would cover it over with dirt and build right on top of it.




  That brings us to Faneuil Hall. Things are more or less high and dry now, minus the stray spilled tourist drink. But when the building was constructed in 1742, a gift of wealthy city resident Peter Faneuil a year before his death, it was actually at the water’s edge. This was Boston’s first marketplace, and having easy access to vessels made sense. Eventually, the original hall burned down in 1761, was rebuilt a year later, and became a home to stirring speeches in support of independence from Britain. (In fact, until the 1900s, it was the main location for local political debate.) In the early nineteenth century, the architect of the State House, Charles Bulfinch, created a plan to use the walls of the structure while redesigning it to be twice the height and width. But to get a sense of what things were like in Boston all those years ago, enter the hall, walk to the end, and gaze out the doors, imagining the ocean within steps.




  With Your Clothes on, I See the Resemblance




  Faneuil Hall




  It’s only fitting that in a town known for its quirky characters, the first Englishman to call Boston home was an eccentric, hermit bookworm who enjoyed romping on Beacon Hill astride his white bull while in the buff. William Blackstone (aka Blaxston), an Anglican minister, set up home and library on Beacon Hill in 1625. Five years later, in an act of Christian charity, the reclusive Blackstone invited John Winthrop and his band of Puritan settlers to join him and share his freshwater spring. The Puritans had originally settled in nearby Charlestown but lacked clean water and were dying of disease.




  The Founders’ Monument, in Boston Common, commemorates the 300th anniversary of Blackstone’s welcoming Winthrop and the Puritans. Native Americans who called the place Shawmut can also be seen in the bas-relief sculpture by John Paramino. In the foreground is Blackstone’s spring. The monument was dedicated during James Michael Curley’s second term as Boston’s mayor. Curley, known as the Rascal King, served four terms as mayor, once as governor and once in federal prison for mail fraud.
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  Founders’ Monument is located in Boston Common, across from Spruce and Beacon Streets.




  You’ll notice that Blackstone, who liked to go bare butt on Beacon Hill, is fully clothed in the monument. But look closely. You’ll notice Blackstone bears a striking resemblance to Mayor Curley. Sculptor Paramino used a contemporary painting of John Winthrop to guide him in creating the Puritan’s likeness, but no such image existed for Blackstone. In a politically astute move, Paramino cast Curley as the model. You’ll find two statues of Hizzonah, the mayor, in tiny Union Park near Faneuil Hall. In one, Curley is standing; in the other, he’s sitting. In both, he’s wearing clothes.
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    Infrequent Flier




    Boston’s Logan International Airport, one of the busiest in the nation, is named in honor of Lieutenant General Edward Lawrence Logan. Logan was born in Boston in 1875 and led a distinguished career as an elected official, judge, and war hero. He died in 1929.




    The question is, Why did city officials name an airport after him? After all, for all of his many accomplishments, Lieutenant General Logan never flew in an airplane.


  




  Lady Madonna




  East Boston




  Not far from Suffolk Downs Racetrack and overlooking Logan International Airport is the Madonna, Queen of the Universe National Shrine. The 35-foot bronze-and-copper statue was created by Italian-Jewish sculptor Arrigo Minerbi and set on the site in 1954.




  Driving up the winding road to the shrine, you will see a 50-foot cross atop a hill. The hill is where the second battle of the American Revolution was fought. The views of Boston and the airport from the top of the hill are terrific. A gift shop near the shrine offers unusual religious objects for sale. The Madonna, Queen of the Universe National Shrine is at 111 Orient Avenue, East Boston. (617) 569-2100. Follow the signs on Route 1A.




  World’s Ugliest Building




  Government Center




  How times and tastes have changed! When Boston’s City Hall was finished in 1969, a poll, conducted by the American Institute of Architects, voted it the sixth greatest building in America. In 2008 readers and editors of the travel Web site www.Virtualtourist.com named it “the world’s ugliest building.”
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