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[image: Chapter 1] SPLOOSH!


Heidi Heckelbeck and Bruce Bickerson talked about narwhals the whole way to school.

“Narwhals are the unicorns of the sea!” Heidi said as the two friends hopped off the bus. “And they grant wishes with their magical horns!”
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Heidi loved these mysterious whales with the single spiral tusk.

Bruce looked at Heidi as if she had a horn. He was a scientist, and scientists love facts.

“There are so many things wrong with that statement,” Bruce declared. “First of all, it’s not a horn. It’s a tooth that grows out of the narwhal’s lip. Second, the tooth cannot grant wishes, because the tooth is not magical. Third, and most important, there is no such thing as magic.”
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Heidi giggled, because of course there was such a thing as magic. She practiced magic all the time! But she couldn’t exactly tell Bruce she was a witch.
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“Okay,” she challenged, “if you’re such a great scientist, how can you say magic doesn’t exist until you prove it doesn’t exist?”

Bruce laughed loudly, and Heidi was so busy watching him, she forgot to look where she was going.

Sploosh!

She stepped right into a deep puddle. Cold water filled one of her sneakers.

Heidi hopped back quickly, but the wet muck still seeped into her tights.
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“GROSS!” she cried. “Now what am I going to do?!”

Bruce smirked. “Maybe some magic would dry out that soggy sneaker.”
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Heidi rolled her eyes. “Very funny.”

Bruce nudged his friend’s shoulder. Then he pointed at the side of the school building.
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“See that drainpipe?” he asked. “If that spout were directed behind the bushes rather than at the sidewalk, there wouldn’t even have been a puddle to step in.”

Heidi sighed heavily. “So what you’re saying is, science could’ve helped me?”
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Bruce nodded. “Yeah, but I’m also sorry your day started off on the wrong foot.”

Heidi looked down at her wet shoe. “Me too!”
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[image: Chapter 2] CLASS PRESIDENT


Squish!

Squish!

Squish!

Heidi and her squishy shoe made the mistake of walking by Melanie Maplethorpe’s desk.

“Oh no,” Melanie said with a laugh. “Heidi, wearing a wet kitchen sponge instead of a shoe is a bold fashion choice. Everyone, look at Heidi’s shoe!”
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Heidi hurried over to her desk and made a scrunchy face at Melanie.

Then her best friend Lucy Lancaster leaned over and whispered, “What’s with your shoe?”

Heidi rolled her eyes and told Lucy about the evil puddle outside.

Lucy frowned. “That’s terrible!” she said while scooching closer to Heidi. “I have a funny story that might make you feel better. Want to hear it?”

[image: Image]

Heidi nodded—anything to get her mind off her clammy shoe.

“One time, before school, I dribbled maple syrup on my shirt,” said Lucy.
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“Um, I sure hope there’s more to this story,” said Heidi.
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Lucy giggled. “Well, I didn’t notice the syrup at all until I got to school and I bumped into Carter Collins. Like, I bumped into him hard! The syrup made our shirts stick together! It was so embarrassing!”
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Heidi let out a snorty laugh. Lucy could always make her feel better. Maybe one day Heidi would be able to laugh about her soggy shoe story too. But not today.
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At the front of the room Mrs. Welli rang her silver bell.

“Hello, students!” the teacher sang cheerily. “We have a surprise guest this morning, who has a very special announcement.”

Principal Pennypacker walked into the room. He had on a gray suit and black loafers. He placed his hands behind his back and cleared his throat.
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“Greetings, class!” he said. “I’m here to talk about the upcoming school election.”

All the kids murmured with excitement.
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