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Foreword by Astronaut Nicole Stott

Space Nomads: Set a Course for Mars

Chasing the Arts, Sciences, and Technology for Human Transformation

Camomile Hixon






Advance Praise for SPACE NOMADS SET A COURSE FOR MARS



“I wish Camomile Hixon had written this book twenty-five years ago when it would have served me well as an actress playing the captain of a starship, struggling as both an artist and a student to understand the unfathomable mystery of space. Hixon is passionate about a future on Mars, but because her passion is grounded in theory, we’re allowed to imagine just such a reality, and this is, of course, how dreams come true. Intelligent, philosophical, lyrical, and beautifully illustrated, Space Nomads: Set a Course for Mars is a must-read for anyone wishing to grasp the imperceptible through idealism and aspiration.”

—Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway, Star Trek: Voyager), actor and author

“When stories of the future exploration and habitation of the cosmos are written, they’re usually stories of technology and battles and intrigue. In Space Nomads: Set a Course for Mars, Camomile Hixon instead tells these same stories with art, poetry, and compassion. Will any of these futures come true? I don’t know, but if one does, I would like to sign up for the future of the Space Nomads, expanding our shared humanity into the universe.”

—Mike Brown, professor of planetary astronomy at CalTech and author of How I Killed Pluto and Why It Had It Coming

“Camomile Hixon is a true artist and a creative spirit for the new age. The vision she presents in this book is one of courageous optimism: a pure and beautiful hopefulness for humanity.”

—Sheika Fariha al-Jerrahi (Philippa de Menil), founder of the Dia Art Foundation

“Throughout this outlandishly optimistic vision of an imminent Buddhist future in space—one that simultaneously energizes an awakened consciousness on Earth—disbelief is rudely interrupted by scientific data. The book itself so brilliantly shuttles between earthbound and cosmic challenges that by its end, our own sense of joyful possibility has been expanded. Space Nomads: Set a Course for Mars provides a glimpse of ourselves transformed by radically new perspectives; and similar to meditation experiences, the smaller our conventional and habitual selves become, the larger the reality we inhabit.”

—Helen Tworkov, founder of Tricycle: The Buddhist Review
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FOR LEO AND LEX






Don’t forget love;

it will bring all the madness you need to unfurl yourself across the universe.

—Mirabai1








FOREWORD




When Camomile first spoke to me about her book, she had me at glitter, unicorns, and spaceflight. I had followed her work even before she brought words to express the humanity of space exploration to life, and I found her artwork to be joyous, fantastic, and inspirational. I immediately felt a kindredness with her and the story she shares here of the power of creativity and exploration and the intersection between art and science, which we both believe opens up a universe of awe and wonder and possibility.

I’m blessed to have flown two missions as an astronaut in outer space and logged over three months living and working on the International Space Station (ISS) and the space shuttle, and also to have spent three weeks on an inner space mission as an aquanaut to the Aquarius undersea habitat. I believe that the international model of peaceful and successful cooperation we’ve experienced in the extreme environments of space and sea holds the key to the same kind of peaceful and successful cooperation for all of humanity here on Earth.

From the Moon, our Apollo friends shared the iconic view of our colorful planet rising over the horizon of another planetary body set against the blackest black of space. This, to me, is still the ultimate presentation of who and where we all are together in space. In more recent times, from low Earth orbit, I and all my astronaut colleagues have been entranced by a wider-angle, horizon-to-horizon view of our planet out the window as we orbited Earth every ninety minutes.

The otherworldly perspective of our home planet that we experience from the vantage point of a spacecraft brings with it an undeniable sense of the interconnectedness of it all: life, our planet, the Universe. The colorful, glowing, crystal-clear, iridescent view out the window is the gift of human spaceflight.

As we pursue the trip to Mars that Camomile reflects on throughout this book, one observation in particular stands out to me: the need for us, as humans, as earthlings, to maintain a connection to our home planet even when we’re at our farthest from it. Consider all of the robotic spacecraft missions to explore distant planets; certainly they’ve helped us learn more about those planets, but perhaps more important, they’ve helped us learn more about our own place in the Universe. We’re in awe of a picture from the spacecraft Cassini that gives us a more detailed understanding of Saturn and its iconic rings, but we get goose bumps from the picture that shows us in it—the dot of light in view beneath those rings. We have a need to find ourselves in these pictures.

The relationship we have with everyone and everything around us—even other planets—is what makes us human. It’s what Frank White termed the overview effect: how we as earthlings react to seeing Earth from space. At some point, though, along the roughly nine-month journey, when we as humans make that thirty-five-million-mile trip to Mars (for reference, the Moon is only two hundred fifty thousand miles away), we will transition from a view of Earth as the colorful planet we know to one that isn’t earthly to us anymore at all—to that starlike dot in the distance. We will be departing a planet that holds all the necessities of life beneath a thin blue line of atmosphere for a planet that does not.
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While it will be a challenge to overcome not only the physical but the visual separation, we will find a way. And I firmly believe that our creative outlets will be one of the ways we overcome this separation.

For as long as humans have been flying in space, we’ve been creating there too. One of the earliest cosmonauts, Alexey Leonov, brought colored pencils to space and drew orbital sunrises and portraits of his Apollo-Soyuz crewmates. Right now there are a keyboard and a guitar onboard the ISS—and astronaut Kjell Lindgren brought a small set of bagpipes for his mission and played “Amazing Grace” for the folks in mission control. Astronaut Karen Nyberg quilted and sewed a stuffed dinosaur for her son from scrap material she found on the station. I had the opportunity to paint with watercolors during my ISS mission. And, of course, floating in front of a window in awe of the Earth below and taking pictures is at the top of every astronaut’s to-do list when there’s free time. I think of all these things as ways we put the “human” in “human spaceflight.”

When we go to Mars and lose sight of the natural work of art that is our planet, these human impulses will be even more important. Perhaps there will be a Star Trek holodeck—or perhaps there will be a way to create a stampede of glitter unicorns!

I hope you enjoy Space Nomads: Set a Course for Mars as much as I did. I hope that as you’re immersing yourself in the collection of artwork and reading and considering the implications of the course we’ve set for Mars you will find the hope that lies in this story of exploration for us both on the Earth and off.

—Nicole Stott, astronaut and founder of the Space for Art Foundation




AUTHOR’S NOTE




Astronauts tell us that floating within the starlit glory of space effortlessly reveals humanity’s interwoven essence. The profound experience of seeing Earth through the window of a starship firsthand, as millions will soon do, can elicit immediate shifts in our values and beliefs. This has the power to inspire a greater respect, perhaps even a love for all living things. An enhanced sensitivity for the well-being of humanity and its environment will reverse long-standing negative habits as we begin to see one another’s essence to be connected beneath the trappings of skin color, gender, ethnicity, and socioeconomic class. Only by expanding our consciousness can we become better at being human.

Building exalted societies on Mars, the Moon, and Earth represents the trajectory of our human future, and the verity of this arc depends on these precious transformational shifts in awareness. Awe-inspiring space travel experiences, as well as meditation and virtual reality for those who remain earthbound, all have the capacity to lift us into new realizations where we see others as extensions of ourselves. In this way, the grand unity of consciousness will spread before us as we discover the euphoria of this newfound sense of universal belonging.

Although it seems counterintuitive, reaching for Mars will transform life on Earth as we unleash our creative forces to invent the technology necessary to meet this grand moment of human evolution. Building a mindset for Mars will usher in new thinking, leading to scientific breakthroughs that will finally allow us to lift the bottom billion out of poverty and reverse climate change as we eagerly spread out into the solar system.

Our future societies in the galaxy will be enriched by new disciplines at the confluence of science, the humanities, technology, and the arts. By boldly imagining and bravely reaching for these new pathways of understanding, humanity will finally realize its full potential as a race. Opening the High Frontier to preserve, protect, and expand consciousness is a vital human act that will forever change us as we build new worlds of unity that are worthy of a species that has reached its evolutionary zenith. This is our future. Let us pursue it with audacious curiosity, courage, and compassion. Those who dare to envision possibility of this magnitude are the Space Nomads.




INTRODUCTION


You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face.… You must do the thing you cannot do.

—Eleanor Roosevelt1







REACHING FOR MARS


In March 2019 the distinguished explorers of the world gathered in New York City to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of Apollo 11’s landing on the moon. The black-tie evening glittered with the many Explorers Club members’ medals, and medallions of knighthood shimmering in the candlelight. The master of ceremonies opened his remarks by asking who had summited Mount Everest, made it to the North Pole, or voyaged to Antarctica. Many guests raised their hands at each question. The audience’s interest was further piqued when the emcee asked if anyone had ever been to space, and amid the din a surprising number of hands went up. Finally, once the room had quieted, the emcee asked if anyone had ever been to the moon. Astonishingly, three people raised their hands—including Buzz Aldrin! Moments like these shock a person awake. Suddenly it becomes obvious that space travel is not in the future—it’s now!

Somehow, all these decades later, walking on the Moon continues to seem surreal, even though the lunar landings quite grandly marked the beginning of humankind’s future in space. Fueled by science, technology, and the human desire for supreme freedom, this long-awaited evolutionary moment of human expansion has been gaining momentum and will soon play out with lunar and Martian bases leading to settlements, cities, and space habitats floating in orbits just beyond the shadows of Earth.2 Reaching for this reality will transform us by elevating what it means to be human. The High Frontier will show us the great unity of all matter as we begin to cross the bridges that connect all consciousnesses, showing us how truly precious we are to one another.

Colonizing space will offer these shifts in awareness and finally allow us to alleviate the reasons for present and future conflicts on Earth caused by land, resource, and water shortages. The overwhelming abundance that the cosmos represents with its unlimited free solar energy, living space, and resources promises untold wealth, harmony, and peace, which often seem entirely out of reach for many within the crowded confines of Earth. Voyaging into space and mentally shifting to a universal paradigm will allow us to realize that we truly belong to the universe. This will be an awakening that informs all thoughts and actions into the future.

The human inventions of science and technology will give us these transformational awakenings straightaway through space travel. Shifts in awareness will always be available to the earthbound through meditation and simulated space-travel experiences that reveal the true connectedness of all people. This type of transformational thinking, unknown to many on Earth, will allow our most evolved human attributes to shine forth for the benefit of others and society at large. The deep wells of nonjudgmental compassion and the desire for greater freedoms for ourselves and others will overtake less evolved human tendencies. With space-travel experiences, humanity will never be the same. We will be incapable of the depravity of our old, flawed selves, replacing those behaviors with an overwhelming goodness and love for humanity. In the vein of Buddhist philosophy, we will be naturally inclined to altruistically work for others’ transformations since the enlightened mind sees all others as components of our true selves, rendering human suffering completely intolerable. Transformed by this elevated perspective, humanity has no choice but to flourish, finally enjoying the great bliss of unity and peace for millennia to come.

What if the missing puzzle piece to humanity’s collective transformation has been space travel all along? Luckily, our future among the stars is tangibly jolting to life as the technology-based enlightenment societies of our dreams come closer into view, inspiring people everywhere to reach all the way to Mars for more abundant possibility, greater fulfillment, and their own transformations. We must reach into the stars to appreciate the rarity of consciousness, which will unleash greater love for one another so that we may all know the fulfillment of that unity.

Humans, undergirded with determination, the power to reason, and a rolling river of optimism, have succeeded throughout history in organizing themselves to produce certain uplifting moments of collective expansion. As a species of former hunter-gatherers, we are subconsciously aware that stasis is unacceptable, even detrimental to us; rather, we are hardwired to continually be on the move, reaching for these evolutionary moments of greater freedom and greater knowing—this time guided by the arts, the humanities, and the imagination as well as science and technology, which will allow us to collectively stretch into space for unprecedented well-being.

Colonizing the Moon and establishing Space Nomads on Mars will stand in stark contrast to the Apollo landings of the late 1960s and early ’70s, for this time we are coming to make a new home. By reaching for the seemingly impossible once again, humankind will finally succeed in expanding itself beyond the blue skies of Earth as we actively turn the evolutionary wheel into greater knowing and become a more humane race in the process.

Our first manned lunar mission skyrocketed humankind’s sense of self while offering an entirely fresh perspective of Earth. That wider, more accurate view in turn shifted our actions by inspiring the development of communication satellites, which also inspired the need to travel and learn about other cultures as the world became smaller. The moon landing also spurred environmental research, along with the development of computers, internet connectivity, and other global solutions that have served to elevate every human life. Certainly, a species capable of building a space station and a lunar base as well as inhabiting faraway Mars will shine these scientific and technological solutions back on Earth to meaningfully tackle climate change and extreme poverty. It’s important to remember that expanded consciousness has the power to reduce overwhelming problems to a manageable size. With this broadened thinking humanity will no longer suffer from the paralysis of an inferior sense of self; rather with great creativity, optimism, and determination we will set about solving problems together until the health and well-being of Earth and her inhabitants is finally secure.

Humanity’s insatiable curiosity has often been the magic ingredient driving exploration further. And a sometimes-foolhardy marriage with wild optimism has inspired our species to explore and expand to satisfy a fundamental human need. We have a long succession of significant moments of reaching into the unknown to thank for our current, rather impressive level of sophistication. But John Glenn, the first Nomad to orbit the Earth, spoke of human curiosity as being “far more than just wanting to go and look at some new scenery someplace—it’s an attitude.… Our whole history has been one of… pushing dragons back off the edge and filling in gaps on maps.”3

PUSHING DRAGONS AND CHASING UNICORNS


“Do you know, I always thought unicorns were fabulous monsters, too? I never saw one alive before!”

“Well, now that we have seen each other,” said the unicorn, “if you’ll believe in me, I’ll believe in you.”

—Lewis Carroll4



Boldly reaching for Mars and other seemingly impossible feats of imagination are made easier by turning to a muse for inspiration. The wondrous unicorn stands as an eternal symbol of infinite possibility, daring us to reach for our dreams. However, much of the historical lore about unicorns since the industrial revolution is centered on a lost hope for the future. These bittersweet tales often describe “the last unicorn,” which has come to represent the last of the infinite possibility on Earth. These stories could be a reaction to the destruction of the natural environment in pursuit of materialism, which all too often leads to a sense of alienation and unhappiness. Faced with the anxiety caused by this unnatural state of looking outward for satisfaction in objects, these majestic creatures remind us of the hope and the love we inadvertently chased away. We must reclaim that hope. They remind us of the majesty of nature and the healing therein, as well as the immeasurable value of our own interior landscape of innermost knowing that we may have taken for granted.

Unwaveringly, unicorns remain as inspiration from a more spirit-centered time, one when magic was real and the natural world and its animals were a sacred source of joy. Today unicorns stand at the ready as a motivating symbol of unbridled optimism and magical possibility for our technological future in space.

Given their mythology, it is perhaps unsurprising that modern-day space enthusiasts far and wide playfully imagine sparkling herds of unicorns galloping for a freedom only the cosmos can offer, and bringing with them mind-boggling abundance, transformation, and all the love in the universe. Chasing the unicorns through perceived mental and physical roadblocks will lead us to a newfound supercharged optimism that matches the possibility within our revitalized, more curious spirit. As we go about pushing dragons off the map of the galaxy, we follow these unicorns into the open future that glitters brightly before us. With enlightened thinking and supreme optimism we begin to entertain the seemingly impossible.
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When considering certain momentous feats of engineering of the past, such as the steam train, the automobile, the airplane, and the rocket, we realize that each uplifting milestone on the creative path to progress has moved humanity further beyond what was thought possible in earlier times. Such progress is achievable only with a future-oriented mindset, not just of the innovators but also of the populace that embraces these advancements. Each seemingly impossible step stands as an inspirational monument to those attempting the next step along the unending path of progress.

Human beings have continually demonstrated themselves to be unstoppable with the right mindset, and now with our sights set on opening the High Frontier,5 it stands to reason that soon, Space Nomads will be experiencing their own shifts in awareness by gazing at Earth as they dream of red horizons on their way to Mars. These explorers may decide to check into an Airbnb in one of the floating space colonies located at Lunar Lagrange 5 before detouring to the asteroid belt to drive a rock home to Mars for the natural resources. Most space travelers will certainly make pit stops on the Moon to collect themselves before reentry into the Earth’s atmosphere. The strategic location of Earth’s precious Moon will make it the future gateway to the universe.

The reality of our great future on Mars requires a mindset that pushes us outside of our comfort zones and onto the unicorn path toward the impossible. A mindset that dares to reach for the infinite unknown requires fearless, unbounded thinking. The space enthusiasts daring to reach into the stars are inspiring others to break free of Earth’s atmosphere—in large numbers—to experience both the physical and psychological freedom of that ascension. It helps to remember that the mind’s eye allows us to go to Mars anytime. One visualization technique, open to anyone, is to imagine being on Mars right now, looking back at Earth. This powerful tool, used by children and Tibetan monks alike, conjures new perspectives on stubborn problems and promotes shifts in awareness to unlock creative ideas.

THE SPACE NOMADS AMONG US

Humankind is awakening to build a mindset for Mars and gathering momentum as it did fifty years ago during the Apollo era. In the past, astronauts were always a small, rarefied group, but now in the emerging era of space privatization and space tourism, the possibility of participating in spacefaring activities encompasses just about anyone with the nerve and the dream.

Who are the Space Nomads? They’re the ordinary citizens, space entrepreneurs, and space enthusiasts who are chasing a more abundant future, the people longing for the unprecedented freedoms of new frontiers. By embracing the natural curiosity of our authentic natures, we begin to remember that we have always been wanderers, forever desiring to know what lies beyond the far hills. It’s clear that we will never be satisfied by settling for ignorance or the static safety that leads to eventual decline of our known worlds. The infinite ingenuity of the human mind, its infinite creativity, its infinite desire for freedom and love perfectly echo the infinity of the universe. A deep desire for infinite understanding evidenced by our insatiable curiosity reminds us that our nature is to reach almost involuntarily into the future.

Space Nomads are these lovers of adventure who will blaze a trail to Mars, eventually settling the first colony; but the Space Nomads are also the adventurers who live inside each of our hearts striving for a more intimate knowing of the human spirit along the path to enlightenment for themselves and others on the grand quest for world peace.

Space Nomads are supreme optimists, intoxicated with the infinite possibility of perfect unity and love waiting for them on distant alien horizons. They are embarking on their new mission with a refined internal navigation system; a carefully calibrated mindset for Mars that inspires them to bravely set forth on the promise of broadened awareness for everyone along this outward journey to the center of the heart.

The essence of what Space Nomads stand for is alive in each person who cares about human progress. By building a creative, growth-oriented mindset aimed at Mars, we will meet this exciting moment in human history, which belongs to the people alive today, the nomads of Earth. By working together, we will become a multiplanetary species, thereby awakening the unicorns of infinite possibility. This is the future we’ve been waiting for all along. It will have more abundance, more happiness, and more love than ever before.

We can all reach for the extraordinary by building new worlds of possibility, both external and internal. We can all grow into our full human potential, our full knowing, and enjoy the happiness and peace of that attainment. To do this we must place utmost value on the development of the individual. Specifically, each person must come to realize that helping others is the highest goal for their own happiness. This is achieved by valuing, believing in, educating, and guiding others on their path of personal discovery. In this way we will finally be able to recognize love as the essence of the universe and the foundation of the unity we all desperately seek.
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UNDER THE BLUE SKIES OF EARTH PART 1







THE PARTIAL VIEW

Geologically speaking, up until recently humanity has been stuck on the ground without any real hope of knowing the stars. Probably only a handful of the most optimistic Nomads throughout history dared to dream of one day flying, or to imagine they might experience space for themselves. To date, only about 550 astronauts have met the cosmos personally, which makes it hard to imagine that Space Nomads will soon open the High Frontier for all.

Certainly, Neanderthals who probably thought the stars were gods could never have imagined that space vacations would ever be available. Before long, Space Nomad tourists will liberate themselves from the Earth’s atmosphere by flying on space planes and rockets and by riding space elevators to achieve new, life-changing perceptions of freedom. Many astronauts claim that space travel inspires feelings of profound unity and love for all consciousness on Earth. From the vantage of space, they have seen that the flimsy physical and mental barriers seeking to artificially divide people are merely man-made illusions. These perspective shifts allow for compassion to grow out of a newly perceived oneness, as Nomads begin to identify with the unity of space instead of leaving their minds confined to limited, earthbound thinking. Living on the surface of our planet restricts us to the partial view we know, and only allows for a partial understanding—a partial realization that is keeping humanity in a holding pattern of ignorance and perceived separation that delays our elevation and our rightful joy.

Space Nomads are eager to lead greater numbers of people beyond the confines of Earth’s atmosphere, and into outer space so we may be transformed by seeing Mother Earth from afar. Many astronauts who have embarked on trips to Earth orbit, the International Space Station, and the Moon also describe feelings of increased compassion for humankind and greater concern for the Earth. These Nomads who were first to see the entire globe in one comprehensive moment also mention feelings of profound euphoria, along with other revelatory shifts in awareness. The “overview effect” of gazing at the whole Earth from a distance will bring these transformations to people everywhere as they begin to identify with the entire cosmos rather than just one planetary body.1 Early photographs from space have succeeded in giving the public its first vicarious glimpses of the overview effect by shifting perspectives into a larger cosmic paradigm encompassing a greater swath of the solar system and a truer picture of reality.
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The next generation of nomads must not be denied these illuminating space-travel experiences by being forced to accept the default, earthbound setting. Space Nomads, realizing their true place in the universe, are boldly reaching for Mars. Some will board reusable rockets and fly to low-Earth orbit for the view and a taste of microgravity, while others will eventually relocate to Mars on the promise of a rewarding livelihood and to live among the avant-garde; average citizens will attain transformational shifts in awareness by riding affordable space elevators to fixed platforms high above the Earth. Still others will embark on space vacations for the healing properties of weightlessness, or they may choose to move to the Moon and work in factories producing oxygen, making breathable air to fill the floating habitats nearby. Earthbound Space Nomads won’t be left behind as they come to rely on visualization techniques, transcendental meditation, and the dissemination of inspiring space experiences as well as virtual reality’s hyperrealistic simulations to shift their perceptions. Millions of people will soon have the opportunity to behold their own overview and breakaway effects of transformational euphoria as they witness life-giving Earth from the velvet infinity of space.






DREAMING OF MARS

For an eternity we have gazed at the nighttime sky, always feeling the steady pull of the human spirit upward. Even as gravity’s strong grip kept our feet on the ground, many breakthroughs of the last century have succeeded in raising consciousness higher.

This powerful knowing that humanity has pined for since the dawn of time was intuitively presupposed to be “from above” with the hope that a god would reach down and lift humanity to higher ground. Myths abound in all cultures. For example, the Native American Pueblo people have a legend about the demigod Montezuma, who impertinently decides to build a house to the heavens only to be met with a barrage of thunderbolts from the Great Spirit.

Societies throughout history have passed down stories to address this desire of wishing to fly “like a bird.” The breakthrough Chinese invention of the kite actually got humans into the air around 500 BCE, and three hundred years later, the mythic flight of Icarus ended badly when his wings melted as he flew too close to the sun. Long after Leonardo da Vinci proposed the helicopter, the first true manned flight was accomplished in 1783 when the Montgolfier brothers sailed over the streets of Paris in their hot air balloon.

Comically, an attempt at “flying to the heavens” was depicted in detail in the play Cyrano de Bergerac. Cyrano, wanting an adventure among the planets, attached large flasks of dew to his body, certain in his knowledge that the “sun drinks up the dew, and it’s bound to drink me up too!” Of course, dew rises, although nothing like the lavender neon energy lines depicted in these clouds. As for Cyrano, he was delighted by visiting the Moon and as many planets as he could think of.

The first steps taken on the moon by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on July 21, 1969, defined humanity in a singular experience. Everyone near a television stopped what they were doing and gathered to witness the scratchy yet astonishing images being beamed back to Earth. That moment changed the world forever by expanding the definition of what humans could be, as it gave life to infinite possibility. Children everywhere longed to be astronauts, and a skyrocketing interest in math, science, and technology took hold overnight.

Soon after that time, the world surprisingly turned away from the Moon and Mars, delaying infinite possibility and denying a whole generation of aspiring Space Nomads a more direct relationship with the cosmos. The consequences of forestalling humanity’s awakening can be measured in the irresponsible environmental, humanitarian, and political activities of the nation-states of Earth, as well as the unreasonable military buildup since the Cold War.
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If only we had returned Mars’s gaze then, and honored humanity’s natural desire to expand farther into the Milky Way and into greater knowing, we would already be enjoying our full actualization as a species. With transformational thinking inspired by the overview effect, we would already be in the power of that transformation, with the High Frontier open and ready for customers. Our mother, Earth, would be in perfect health, with peace ringing from her mountaintops and her human children looking upon one another with the same love they see for themselves. These mistakes are now becoming clear as we awaken with our sights set on Mars. We won’t ever look away again.
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ONWARD AND UPWARD


Anything that is theoretically possible will be achieved in practice, no matter the technical difficulties, if it is desired greatly enough.

—Arthur C. Clarke1



Breaking free of Earth’s extreme gravitational pull seemed impossible before it was achieved. Just fifty years before that, the viability of aviation was entirely uncertain. As recently as the turn of the last century, people couldn’t imagine that a motorcar would replace horses. With each dramatic technological advancement, the majority of citizens initially rejected the disruptive innovation at hand until it became ubiquitous and impossible to deny. The human habit of keeping change at arm’s length has certainly slowed our evolutionary progress, however; we know technological advancement has the power to change humanity, but we often underestimate just how much. If somewhat slowly, we’re coming to accept that change is both natural and necessary as more people expand their mindsets and begin to enjoy the better quality of life offered by these entrepreneurial inventions now bringing us exponentially closer to Mars.

The technological revolution was set aloft during the Apollo era, with scientists and engineers working to solve seemingly impossible problems in communications, telemetry, rocketry, and computer science. A certain mastery in all of these areas was necessary to reach the Moon, though few scientists and engineers realized at the time that their breakthroughs in data storage and portable computational ability would lay the groundwork for the contemporary age of personal computers, the internet, cellular communications, and satellite technology—all of which are directly responsible for the next wave of technology that will define life off Earth.

The future of what humankind could be, as we begin to benefit from new technological breakthroughs, will elevate each life beyond our present comprehension. Similarly, reaching for the Moon had the unforeseen benefit of setting into motion the technology-based societies that are presently leading the world, including Japan, the United States, South Korea, and Germany.

The unicorn minds of Space Nomads like Jeff Bezos, Richard Branson, and Elon Musk are giving shape to the future and inspiring a whole new era of international Space Nomads in much the same way. Credited with single-handedly reviving the public’s interest in reaching for Mars, Musk has, through a series of highly improbable feats, proven that reusable rocketry is viable, a discovery that is fundamental to reducing the cost of leaving Earth and the surest way to open space travel to millions.


Among a set of actions we can take to increase the scope and scale of consciousness such that we are better able to understand the nature of the universe… is to become a multiplanet species.

—Elon Musk2



Humanity is speeding toward a sparkling moment of expansion with the pursuit of a Mars landing and eventual colonization, which will turn dreams into reality once we touch down on the Red Planet. Musk and others are quite certain that safeguarding human consciousness so we may continue to explore and understand the universe is to be regarded as a pursuit of the highest order.






HIGHER GROUND

Since the beginning of time, explorers made more informed decisions by scaling rock formations, ascending sand dunes, and climbing trees. Ship captains increased their field of insight—by hoisting themselves to the tops of masts. An elevated vantage in the twenty-first century requires us to seek the higher ground of space for better decision-making. Space Nomads are beginning to launch themselves on a course to Mars both figuratively, by visualizing humankind’s transformation, and literally by meeting the stars firsthand.
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