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  Foreword




  The Thomas Lee House in East Lyme, much older by far than the town itself, is today a well-preserved example of the successive developments of the Connecticut House plan.1




  Its tercentenary can be observed any time now, for its earliest parts date back to at least 1660, when our State was then colonizing.




  The words of Mary Gardner Brainard,2 New London poetess (1836-1905) although written to describe another still-standing and honored heritage from the past, might equally well apply to the Thomas Lee House:




  

    “In quietude this lowly house                    


    Has stood beside the peaceful glen


    And seen the busy years go by,                


    Full of the toils of busy men.”        


  




  From the time of its first stage of construction and the successive changes brought about by the needs of a growing family (a family whose scions have always accepted and discharged with competence their responsibilities as members of a society of free and independent people) until its acquisition by the East Lyme Historical Society in 1914, the Thomas Lee House reflects the lives of the Lee generations who have lived here.




  To step into the Judgment Hall of the Thomas Lee House is to step backward in time 225 years!
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