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Thank you to the students and teachers at Overbrook Elementary School; to Mel Yemma for fact checking; and the staffs at VisitPhilly.com, Historic Philadelphia, The National Park Service, the Barnes Foundation, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, The Franklin Institute, The Museum of the American Revolution, the National Constitution Center, and the Philadelphia Zoo for their help.



All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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1 
Welcome to the City of Brotherly Love!
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Have your time machine?

Philadelphia is the place in which you can travel to the past to experience the Revolutionary Days, when Thomas Jefferson, Betsy Ross, George Washington, and Ben Franklin were here—walking some of the same streets you are!

This is the city where Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, where The Constitution was written and signed, and where Betsy Ross created the first American Flag. Philadelphia is home to the Liberty Bell, as famous for its big crack as it is for being a symbol of American independence. You will want to visit all of the historic sites—more about those in the next chapters.
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DID YOU KNOW?

One of Philadelphia’s best-known landmarks is the LOVE statue—the Robert Indiana sculpture in John F. Kennedy Plaza (or LOVE Park, as many now call it; North 15th Street and Arch Street). A mini sculpture always makes a good souvenir or a t-shirt that says XOXO. You can buy them at the Independence Visitor Center (599 Market St., 1 N. Independence Mall W.; 800-537-7676; phlvisitorcenter.com) gift shop.





WHAT’S COOL? Taking a cruise from Philadelphia (philadelphiacruiseguide.com). Several cruise lines now sail from Philadelphia to Bermuda, the Caribbean, and Canada.



But there is so much to do here no matter what you like—science and art museums; sports teams for every season, music and theater, festivals, and plenty of places for fun outside, even a Philly-themed mini golf course at Franklin Square and roller skating and ice skating at the Delaware River Waterfront (121 N. Columbus Blvd.; 215-922-2FUN; delawareriverwaterfront.com). Fairmount Park (Reservoir Drive; visitphilly.com/things-to-do/attractions/fairmount-park) is the biggest city park in the country!

Philadelphia is also known for its famous neighborhoods with names like Society Hill, Rittenhouse Square, East Passyunk, and Fishtown.
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• Chinatown is packed with restaurants and stores that represent Asia, Society Hill is famous for its Colonial homes and winding cobblestone streets, and South Philly is home to the city’s stadiums.


	
• Center City—the core of downtown Philadelphia—is the most well-known and includes historic Rittenhouse Square with its distinctive historic houses. Center City is easy to navigate. Thanks to William Penn’s layout, Center City is on a grid, with numbered streets running north and south and named streets (mostly tree names) running east and west.


	
• Old City is next to Independence Mall and the Liberty Bell Center (526 Market St.) and still has cobblestones streets. Historic Rittenhouse Square was one of the first squares planned by William Penn in the 17th century. It is popular with visitors for its restaurants, shops, festivals, and of course the kid-friendly park in the middle where you can have a picnic or race around the circular walk.




WHAT’S COOL? The public art at Rittenhouse Square, including the Duck Girl of 1911—a sculpture of a girl carrying a duck in the reflecting pool, and Billy, a 2-foot-high bronze Billy goat. There’s also a sculpture of two children holding up a sundial with a giant sunflower head. In the flower bed between the sundial and central plaza, there’s the Giant Frog made from granite, and two small stone dogs.






A LOCAL KID SAYS:

Kids should come to the Barnes to see all the artwork. There is so much in just one room! I really liked seeing Monet paintings at the Barnes because I studied them in school.

—Valerie, 13, Philadelphia
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DID YOU KNOW?

Philadelphia was declared the first capital of the US in 1790.

Philadelphia is the fifth largest city in the US.




	
•  Germantown is one of the oldest city neighborhoods, and today the place to see local artists’ work is at the iMPeRFeCT Gallery (5539 Germantown Ave.; imperfectgallery.squarespace.com). Also visit Cliveden (6401 Germantown Ave.; 215-848-1777; cliveden.org), where the only battle within Philadelphia was fought during the American Revolution.



	
• You’ll find the city’s famous museums, including The Franklin Institute (222 N. 20th St.; 215-448-1200; fi.edu), the Barnes Foundation (2025 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy.; 215-278-7000; barnesfoundation.org), and more, along the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Logan Square, as well as City Hall (1400 John F. Kennedy Blvd.), which people say is an architectural wedding cake with all kinds of carvings. The famous LOVE statue and park are also near here. And if you are visiting during a holiday, this is where you’ll see the Thanksgiving Day Parade and July Fourth festivities.


	
• Philadelphia also is a great place to try some new foods. Have you ever had a cheesesteak sandwich? It’s a must!
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WHAT’S COOL? All the art! Philadelphia is considered the mural capital of the country, with more than 2,000 outdoor wall murals!






How Philadelphia Got Its Name—and Nicknames

In Greek, Philadelphia means “brotherly love.” The city was founded and named by William Penn in 1682. He wanted it to be a place where everyone could worship freely. That’s why Philadelphia became the first city in the New World to guarantee religious freedom.

Today, Philadelphia has many nicknames, including Philly, The City of Brotherly Love, The Birthplace of America, The City that Loves You Back, The City of Neighborhoods, The Quaker City, and The Cradle of Liberty. What’s your favorite?


DID YOU KNOW?

The massive bronze statue of William Penn atop the clock tower at City Hall is 37 feet tall and weighs 27 tons. You can stand at William Penn’s feet when you visit City Hall’s observation deck.
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Philadelphia Firsts

Count them! Philadelphia has bragging rights to being first in lots of things, including these nine:



	
• The world’s first computer was developed at the University of Pennsylvania. Named ENIAC, it was 150 feet wide!

	
• The first hospital and children’s hospital in the country.

	
• The first Thanksgiving Day Parade in 1920.

	
• The first professional football game—when The Philadelphia Eagles beat the Cincinnati Reds at Temple Stadium on November 7, 1934.

	
• The First US Mint opened in 1792. At least half the coins in the country are made here. Check for the trademark “P” that means they were made in Philadelphia.
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• The first zoo in the country, The Philadelphia Zoo, opened in 1874.

	
• The nation’s first library was founded here by Benjamin Franklin in 1731.

	
• The first daily newspaper, The Philadelphia Packet and Daily Advertiser, was founded in 1784; The Philadelphia Tribune, founded a hundred years later, is the oldest continuously published African American newspaper.

	
• The first African American Church, Mother Bethel A.M.E Church was established in 1794. It served an important role in the Underground Railroad, providing shelter to escaped slaves on the run.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Philadelphians were protesting against slavery more than 100 years before the Civil War. The first antislavery protest in the country was held here in 1688.









TELL THE ADULTS

Purchasing a Philadelphia CityPASS (citypass.com/Philadelphia) will save you nearly half the cost of admission if you plan to visit at least three of the city’s major attractions, including the Philly Trolley Works Tour, the Liberty Observation Deck, the Philadelphia Zoo, Museum of the American Revolution, and The Franklin Institute. The pass also saves time and allows you to skip lines!

However, Philadelphia has a lot more to offer than historic sites and museums! Leave plenty of time to explore the city’s neighborhoods. Join Philly Friends (visitphilly.com), locals who are glad to share their city with visitors.

Make sure everyone has a say in where you are going and what you are doing. The Hop-on Hop-Off Philadelphia City Sightseeing tours can help you get your bearings.

The PhillyFunGuide.com has discounted offers for entertainment events every week.

Time Out Philadelphia lists current family events at timeout.com/philadelphia/things-to-do/best-things-to-do-in-philadelphia-with-kids; MetroKids (metrokids.com) provides fun events in Philadelphia, South Jersey, and Delaware.






WELCOME TO PHILADELPHIA

Fill in the missing letters to spell out the mystery words. (You will need to use some of the secret letters twice!)
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See page 133 for the answer!



WHAT’S COOL? A tree that went to the moon and back is growing in Washington Square.
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