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Preface

Welcome to Atlanta!

Over the years, new ideas and new people—people like you—have made Atlanta the social, cultural, and economic capital of the American South. From its earliest days as Terminus, Atlanta’s soundtrack has been the music of motion: Unceasing change has been its one constant. Its chief product has always been transportation—a service that, by its nature, provokes endless renewal.

From the day in 1835 when the Whitehall Tavern opened at a wagon crossroads in what is today the intersection of Lee and Gordon Streets in the West End neighborhood, Atlantans have looked toward the future, excited about the arrival of the next stagecoach, train, automobile, or jet plane. Atlanta was created from the wilderness; it grew into a major railroad center; it found itself a prime military target in the Civil War; and it was deliberately and almost utterly destroyed—all before the 17th anniversary of its incorporation as a city!

In 1865, with nearly its entire population displaced, 90 percent of its buildings in ruins, and its rail system systematically destroyed, that might have been the end of the story—but for what we call the Atlanta spirit. Somehow, though humbled and broken by the Civil War, Atlanta rose from its ashes like the mythical phoenix whose image graces the city’s seal.

In the days and decades following the Civil War, ongoing upheaval and continuous infusions of new people, money, and ideas created an outlook unique among Southern cities. Here, the focus is the future, not the past. Here, what is old may be respected, but what is new is adored. Here is a city that seems to reinvent itself every year: Streets get new names; office complexes, residential communities, and live-work-play developments pop up seemingly overnight.

It is here that bold innovations have flourished. An Atlanta pharmacist invented the world’s most popular soft drink. An Atlanta journalist wrote the world’s most popular novel. It was here, too, that an Atlanta minister would lead the South and the United States from the cruel vestiges of segregation toward the true realization of the ideals of the Declaration of Independence: “that all men are created equal.” And it was here a son of the South transformed how we get news by creating the first 24-hour news network. The 24-hour Weather Channel beams up-to-the-minute worldwide weather forecasts from Atlanta.

Thanks to a significant tax credit for productions, the city, and indeed all of Georgia has become known as “Hollywood South.” Don’t be surprised if you see camera crews taking over a building, a street, a neighborhood or even Downtown for a television series or movie.

Additionally, the city is known as a music capital with artists from all genres coming here to record and perform. It’s especially known for its urban music influences. The New York Times labeled Atlanta “hip-hop’s center of gravity.”

Modern Atlanta is composed of many parts. There’s Downtown, with its soaring skyscrapers and big-city pace. Southwest Atlanta is home to Atlanta University Center, the nation’s largest consortium of Historically Black Colleges (HBCs). Along the tree-lined streets of Midtown, Virginia-Highland, and Inman Park, renovators have breathed new life into fine old homes. In the shops and clubs of eclectic Little Five Points and high-style Buckhead, trendsetters are ever on the prowl for the new and different. There is the up-and-coming Westside where former factories and blighted areas are now hip and trendy residences and businesses with trendy eateries.

And Atlanta just keeps right on growing, with new residential areas popping up farther and farther from the city proper. Tens of thousands of Atlantans commute from homes once so remote they would have been a long day’s or even several days’ buggy ride away.

Atlanta is known as a town that likes its good times, with an all-encompassing variety of nightclubs, from booming discos to intimate jazz clubs to cozy neighborhood pubs. When it’s chow time, your choices include the world’s largest drive-in, classic Southern restaurants and barbecue joints, exquisite five-star dining rooms, and everything in between. And with attractions such as Six Flags Over Georgia, Six Flags White Water, Centennial Park, SkyView Atlanta, the College Football Hall of Fame, Zoo Atlanta, Fernbank Science Center, the Center for Puppetry Arts, the Georgia Aquarium, and the World of Coca-Cola, there’s plenty of excitement for younger visitors, too.

Almost everything about Atlanta has changed in the almost 200 years since the first drink was poured in the old Whitehall Tavern. Little Terminus went from the end of the line to the center of the South.

How’d we do it? Through the one constant that remained through all of our changes—the adventurous spirit of that spunky little rail crossroads. Atlanta is well known internationally as a bustling business center, with a somewhat inaccurate reputation as being “the city too busy to care about its past.” There is seemingly no place to sit still or to dwell on days and things gone by. However, most native (and even some transplanted!) Atlantans are proud of the city’s past, and we jealously guard our remaining old landmarks. In fact, because so much of our history was swept away during the Civil War, we try to hold onto even our recent past. The old, established country and driving clubs still play host to debuts of young Southern belles, but the rarified air of that gentrified day has given way to a bustling city that welcomes all.

An adventurous spirit—and the ability to attract people who share it—remains Atlanta’s abiding strength. Whether you’re a longtime resident, a new Atlantan, a first-time visitor, or a frequent guest in town, we’re glad to see you. And just like our 19th-century predecessors watching the trains pull in, we’re eager to hear your news and ideas, for they help us keep our city fresh and exciting and ready for the future.

Thank you for coming—and welcome to Atlanta!
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Atlanta Vital Statistics


	
Important dates in history: Georgia founded as the 13th original British colony, 1732; fourth state to ratify the Constitution, 1788; Atlanta founded 1837 as Terminus; name changed to Atlanta, 1845; important center for civil rights activities through the 1960s; host of the XXVI Olympic Games, 1996.

	
Military: Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marietta; Fort Gillem, Forest Park; Naval Air Station Atlanta, Marietta.

	
Alcohol: There are a lot of variables about when and how alcoholic beverages can be sold in Georgia:

	 Drinking age: 21.

	 DUI: 0.08 for persons age 21 and older; 0.02 for under 21; 0.04 for commercial drivers.

	 Sunday sales: local ordinance applies, but generally sales of beer, wine, or liquor by the bottle in stores between 12:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.; alcohol can be sold by the glass in restaurants after 11 a.m. and until 11:30 p.m.

	 Bars open: by local ordinance, but generally until 2:30 a.m.

	 Sales locations: by local ordinance, but generally, beer and wine available in supermarkets; beer in convenience stores; beer, wine, and liquor in private package stores.

	 Hours for alcohol sales at retail locations: alcohol can be purchased for off-premise consumption only between the hours of 8 a.m. and 11:45 p.m.

	
Capital of Georgia: Atlanta

	
Major metropolitan area cities/towns: Conley, Forest Park, Irondale, Jonesboro, Lake City, Morrow, Riverdale in Clayton County; Acworth, Austell, Fair Oaks, Kennesaw, Mableton, Marietta, Powder Springs, Smyrna, Vinings in Cobb County; Avondale Estates, Brookhaven, Chamblee, Clarkston, Decatur, Doraville, Dunwoody, Lithonia, Redan, Stone Mountain, Stonecrest, Tucker in DeKalb County; Douglasville, Lithia Springs in Douglas County; Brooks, Fayetteville, Peachtree City, Tyrone, Woolsey in Fayette County; Alpharetta, Chattahoochee Hills, College Park, East Point, Fairburn, Hapeville, Johns Creek, Roswell, Sandy Springs, Union City in Fulton County; Berkeley Lake, Centerville, Dacula, Duluth, Grayson, Lawrenceville, Lilburn, Norcross, Snellville, Sugar Hill, Suwanee in Gwinnett County; Blacksville, Hampton, Heron Bay, Locust Grove, McDonough, Stockbridge in Henry County.

	
Outlying counties: Barrow, Bartow, Carroll, Cherokee, Coweta, Forsyth, Hall, Newton, Paulding, Pickens, Rockdale, Spalding, Walton.

	Population:

	 City of Atlanta: 514,500

	 Metro area: 6.3 million

	 State of Georgia: 10.7 million

	
Metropolitan area (sq. miles): 8,376

	
Nickname: “The city too busy to hate”

	Average temperatures (in degrees Fahrenheit):

	 July: Low, 71; high, 89

	 January: Low, 35; high, 53

	
Average rainfall: Almost 50 inches a year. 9 inches, spring; 12 inches, summer; 14 inches, fall; 12 inches, winter.


	
Major universities: Emory University, Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia State University, Clark Atlanta University, Morehouse College, Spelman College, Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD), Oglethorpe University.

	
Major area employers: Delta Air Lines, Emory University, Piedmont Healthcare, Northside Hospital, Publix Super Market, Inc., The Home Depot, AT&T, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Cox Enterprises, Grady Memorial Health, Wellstar Health System, Georgia State University, Georgia Institute of Technology, Kennesaw State University, Bank of America.

	
Atlanta area’s famous sons and daughters: Hank Aaron, baseball great; Joel Chandler Harris, author; Bobby Jones, golf great; Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights leader; Margaret Mitchell, author; Julia Roberts, actress; Ted Turner, founder of CNN; Andrew Young, first Black US ambassador to the United Nations, first Black elected to Congress since Civil War, former Atlanta mayor (1981–1989); Evander Holyfield, heavyweight champion boxer; Usher, singer; Sugarland, country music group; comedians Jeff Foxworthy and Chris Tucker; rapper T.I.

	State/city holidays:

	 January: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday

	 February: Presidents’ Day

	 April: Earth Day

	 May: Memorial Day

	 June: Juneteenth

	 July: Independence Day

	 September: Labor Day

	 October: Columbus Day

	 November: Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving

	 December: Christmas

	
Toll roads: No actual toll collection areas, but a “Peach Pass” is needed for Express HOV lanes on I-75 and I-575.

	
Major airports: Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport; DeKalb-Peachtree Airport (private); Fulton County Airport (county owned - public use).

	
Major interstates: I-20, I-75, I-85, I-285, I-575, I-675, GA 400.

	
Public transportation: Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA); Cobb Community Transit (CCT); Gwinnett County Transit; Clayton County Transit.

	Driving laws:

	 Car seats: required for children under 4'9" or under 40 lbs.

	 HOV lanes: operate 24 hours a day on I-75, I-85, and I-20 on Atlanta’s east side inside the I-285 Perimeter.

	 Right turn on red: after a complete stop, unless posted otherwise.

	 Seat belts: required for all passengers ages 4 to 18 as well as front-seat riders.

	 Speed limits: maximum, 55 mph; some interstates range from 55 to 70; residential districts, 30 unless posted otherwise.

	 Headlights: required in fog, rain, snow, and smoke.

	
Daily newspapers: Atlanta Journal-Constitution; Gwinnett Daily Post; Marietta Daily Journal; La Vision de Georgia (bilingual).

	
Sales tax: Varies by county. Ranges from 5 to 7 percent on everything except basic food items; bed tax: 7 percent.

	
Annual visitors to Metro Atlanta: In 2024 - 71.3 million visitors, who spent $18 billion in the city.
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We’ve planned this book so it gives you quick and easy access to everyday, practical information. All chapters are independent and can be read in any order. If you’re famished and your first priority is finding a place to eat, turn immediately to our Restaurants chapter. If you’re reading this on an Atlanta-bound flight and need to know how to get out of the airport and into town, flip right to our Getting Around chapter and read the sections on Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport and MARTA.

We’ve organized our information to make it easy for you to explore areas that interest you and breeze by those that don’t. But we hope you’ll find time to look over those chapters you might initially skip. You don’t have to be a history buff to be enthralled by the story of Atlanta’s birth, near destruction, and rebirth, which you’ll find in our History chapter. Moving to Atlanta or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, education, health care, media, and worship.

This is no coffee-table book: It’s designed to be used. Don’t leave it in your hotel room! Keep it in your glove compartment, briefcase, or backpack; make notes in it; take pictures with your cell phone. No matter where you travel in the Atlanta area, take this book with you to find the best food, entertainment, lodging, attractions, places, activities, and events.

While we have made every effort to ensure accuracy and to include all the best of Atlanta, we’re only human. Atlanta is a city characterized by ceaseless change, and no one can keep up with every single aspect of life here. If you find mistakes in our book, if you disagree with something we’ve said, if you’d like to see additions or changes in future editions, or if you’d like to pat us on the back, we would appreciate your taking the time to contact us at editorial@GlobePequot.com.


HOW THIS BOOK IS ORGANIZED

Atlanta’s city limits have not been revised since 1952, when they were expanded to take in another 82 square miles and more than 100,000 people.

There are 29 counties that make up the Atlanta metro area and each of them have their own boards of commissioners, city councils, and mayors. In a practical sense, central Atlanta’s “real” boundary is defined by I-285—what we call “the Perimeter.” Within the Perimeter is the vast majority of the city itself, along with large portions of Fulton and DeKalb Counties and small slices of Cobb and Clayton Counties. In addition, “bedroom” communities and suburbs extend into counties far outside I-285. This can get confusing: One person may live in Atlanta city and DeKalb County, another in Decatur in DeKalb County, another in College Park in Fulton County (and pay taxes to both!), and another might live in a northern Forsyth County suburb, a good 45 miles out from the central part of downtown. But to avoid confusion, all four people would probably give the short answer “Atlanta” when asked where they’re from because there is some panache to being from a big city.

The term “Metro Atlanta” refers to Atlanta, the city, as well as a number of outlying counties in (relative) close proximity. Just what exactly constitutes the “Atlanta metro area” is in itself somewhat of a controversy; one official agency, the Atlanta Regional Commission (a state government agency charged with planning and development guidelines for the region), defines the metro area as the City of Atlanta and 11 encompassing counties: Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, and Rockdale. Other groups, including the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and most residents here, expand the “metro” area to include up to 29 counties, encompassing an area from near metro Chattanooga, Tennessee, to the north, Macon to the south, the Alabama border to the west, and Athens to the east. The entire 29-county metro area boasts a population of over six million souls, out of a population of over 11 million for the entire 159-county state of Georgia!

So, to help keep life simple, we’ve organized our book along the following lines: We’ve used “Atlanta” and “Beyond Atlanta” to geographically arrange many chapters and categories within chapters. Any restaurant, shop, theater, etc., that falls under “Atlanta” lies within the I-285 Perimeter. Anything under “Beyond Atlanta” lies outside the I-285 Perimeter, and we’ve often organized those attractions and businesses by county. Within the entries, we’ve often indicated in which neighborhood or area you’ll find the eatery, nightspot, or attraction since most folks in town can at least point you in the direction of Buckhead, Morningside, or Inman Park, even if a particular address is not familiar to them.

Two small portions of the city, the Ben Hill section in the southwest and the Adamsville section in the west, are outside the Perimeter. We will consider these areas to be “Beyond Atlanta.” Insiders’ tips give good insights.







Getting here, getting around[image: ]


By now you probably know that transportation—in the form of railroads, highways, and airports—built Atlanta. But it might surprise you to learn that our area was a transportation center long before the advent of modern travel.

Atlanta stands at the convergence of three giant granite ridges, and these were used by Native Americans as land bridges between the coastal, Piedmont, and mountain regions of southeastern North America. As European settlers drove out the native population, wagon roads, railroads, and finally highways followed the same routes as those old trails.

Modern Atlanta towers at the center of a vast network of roads, rails, and air routes. With so many people and packages arriving, leaving, and passing through, a certain amount of chaos is unavoidable, and most Atlantans acknowledge that traffic is inevitable. As the city has grown to accommodate thousands of new residents and businesses each year, getting around Atlanta has become more challenging.

This chapter is planned to help you understand the basics of finding your way into, around, and back out of Atlanta. Sure, you’ll likely just plug an address in with your GPS or Waze, but this should help you understand the lay of the land. Read this, spend a little time studying the maps we’ve included, and soon you’ll be buzzing around town like a native. (OK, you’ll be sitting in traffic jams like a native.)

First, let’s talk about Atlanta’s highways and streets.
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ROADWAYS


Interstates and Highways

Atlanta is served by three major interstate highways. These are frequently identified by locals in reference to their location relative to Downtown instead of by their highway number. Think of Atlanta as a pie with I-285 as the pie ring and Interstates 75, 85, and 20 dissecting the city into slices.

I-85 North (the Northeast Expressway) connects Atlanta with Greenville, South Carolina, and Charlotte, North Carolina. South of the city, I-85 South (the Southwest Expressway) continues on to Montgomery, Alabama.

I-75 North (the Northwest Expressway) extends from Atlanta to Chattanooga and Knoxville in Tennessee; Cincinnati, Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; and on to Canada. Below Atlanta, I-75 South (the Southeast Expressway) is the route to Florida via the Georgia cities of Macon and Valdosta.

I-20 West (the West Expressway) goes from Atlanta to Birmingham, Alabama; Jackson, Mississippi; Dallas, Texas; and beyond. I-20 East (the East Expressway) continues to Augusta, Georgia, and Columbia, South Carolina, connecting with I-95 in Florence, South Carolina.

There are two connecting interstate highways that are important to understand:

I-285 (the Perimeter) is the 62.77-mile ring road encircling Atlanta. Very frequently you can hear traffic reporters talking about the “inner” and “outer” loops. This can be somewhat confusing in terms of specific directions of traffic flow, but the “inner” loop is simply the lanes of I-285 that are closer to the city’s center. For example, the “inner” loop is almost always jammed up near “Spaghetti Junction”—this simply means the south/east lanes of I-285 near the intersection with I-85 on the northeast side of town (a very good place to avoid during rush hours!).

I-75 and I-85 merge just north of Georgia Tech and become the same road, curving around the downtown business district. This section is called the “Downtown Connector” and is marked on maps as 75/85. The interchange connecting the combined 75/85 with I-20 is near Center Parc Stadium, the former Turner Field/Olympic Stadium and home of the Georgia State Panthers. Interstates 75 and 85 go their separate ways just north of Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, I-85 goes to the airport and on to Montgomery, and I-75 continues south to Macon and Florida.

Another bit of shorthand you’re likely to hear from locals is Spaghetti Junction, as we mentioned above. This is not a favorite spot for pasta, but rather the looping, futuristic interchange that connects the Northeast Expressway with I-285 and several nearby side streets. As we said, this intersection is subject to near paralysis daily during both rush hours, even without the added delay caused by frequent accidents on the high, looping ramps. During the infrequent ice and snow days, avoid the exit ramps of this intersection at all costs, as they are some of the first in the entire metro area to develop sometimes lethal and always impassible icing of the roadway.

I-675 is a short stretch that connects the southeast side of I-285 with I-75 about 10 miles south of town. It’s hard to find—some maps cover it up with ads or a street index—but it’s a real time-saver. If you’re heading south from the east side of town, take Moreland Avenue south until it crosses I-285; I-675 is on your left. It’s handy for hooking up with I-75 South during rush hour, since it lets you steer clear of the Downtown Connector and the congested section of I-285 between the interchanges for I-75 and I-85.

On the northwest side of town, I-575 branches off from I-75 above Marietta, cuts through rapidly growing Cherokee County, and heads into the north Georgia mountains. A heavily traveled commuter route, I-575 is regularly snarled during rush hours as it feeds into and exits from I-75.

North of the city, GA 400 travels by the west side of Lake Lanier and ends just outside the northeast mountain town of Dahlonega some 60 miles away. Southbound GA 400 connects to the Northeast Expressway near the Lindbergh MARTA station. The John Lewis Freedom Parkway is a 3.1-mile limited access road in the downtown area that can keep drivers moving from the Downtown Connector at International Boulevard to Ponce de Leon Avenue (just east of Midtown) and Moreland Avenue (just south of North Avenue), after dividing at the Carter Presidential Center. The parkway is lined with jogging trails and bike paths, and it has a 35-mph speed limit.

Highway 19 on the west side and Highway 141 on the east side are great alternatives to jammed-up GA 400.




HOV Lanes

For several decades Atlanta has been redesigning and widening its freeways, causing residents to wonder whether the work will ever be finished. Most Atlantans admit they’ve forgotten what it was like not to have orange barrels blocking off lanes for road construction.

HOV (High Occupancy Vehicles) lanes have been around since 1994, but that doesn’t mean locals and visitors understand how they work. These lanes, marked with a diamond-shaped symbol, are designated for any vehicle with two occupants or more, for certified alternative fuel vehicles, motorcycles, and emergency vehicles.

Why add HOV lanes? Atlanta’s traffic is something legends are made of. While the Environmental Protection Agency says the city somewhat has air pollution under control, carpool lanes encourage folks to ride together and help reduce the city’s output of auto exhaust. And during rush hour, HOV lanes are frequently less congested and move more smoothly than other bumper-to-bumper lanes. (Also, the DOT committed to build the lanes as part of a deal that secured federal funds to improve Atlanta’s freeways in the 1970s and ’80s. So, it had to be done.)

What started as an 18-mile stretch on I-20 through Downtown now encompasses almost 90 miles of Interstates 20, 75, and 85, including the Downtown Connector, and goes as far north as GA 316 on I-85. The added bonus to these additions is that the Department of Transportation added digital message signs where it can post warnings to drivers of accidents and slowdowns that may be farther ahead.

The express lanes on I-75, I-85, the Downtown Connector, and I-20 operate at all times, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Outside I-285 on both I-85 and I-75, you’ll find HOV Express Lanes that operate as toll lanes paid for through a preregistered “Peach Pass” obtained online or by mobile app through the Georgia Department of Transportation.

It seems there’s always some section of roadway under construction. The speed limit in the vicinity of all DOT work sites is 45 mph, and Georgia Highway Patrol officers come out in abundance to enforce it. Speeding in construction sites has caused numerous deadly accidents; slow down and take it easy.

For information on the latest lane and ramp openings and closings, the locations of construction crews each day, and road conditions, call the DOT at (404) 656-5267 or download their “511 Georgia” app.




Interstate Tips

Now that we’ve given you the rundown of the various interstates and their aliases, here are a few tips to bear in mind as you’re merging into traffic.

Every day Atlanta’s interstates are the scenes of horrible multicar collisions caused by people driving too fast or talking on their phones. The Georgia Highway Patrol and local law enforcement agencies prowl the freeways constantly, trolling for drivers zipping along over the speed limit and cheerfully shattering the commonly held false perception that you won’t get a ticket unless you’re more than 10 mph over the limit. Be aware also that troopers patrol more heavily on big travel holidays and when large numbers of people are expected to be visiting from out of state. Incidents of “road rage” and generally lethal driving habits are most definitely on the increase, with few plans or measures being instituted to deal with the problems.

In theory and according to the Georgia law, slower traffic is supposed to keep right and always stay within the posted limits. In reality, the slowest traffic on the metro interstates is usually in the lane second from the left, and the general flow of traffic is habitually anywhere from 10 to 20 mph over the posted limit. Frequent accidents, especially during rush hour, can lead to the need to abruptly slow down or stop, and can make a 20-minute commute (say from Holcomb Bridge Road to I-285 on GA 400) take well over an hour to complete.

The use of cellular telephones while driving has only exacerbated the problems with accidents caused by drivers not paying attention. Since 2018, Georgia has been a “hands free” state, meaning that you are not supposed to even touch your phone as you drive. In fact, the law says it can’t touch any part of your body when you are driving. First offense is a $50 fine and it ratchets up quickly after and includes points against your driver’s license to the point where you can actually have your license suspended.

Driving north on the Downtown Connector, I-75 and I-85 split just after you pass Downtown. You must take one or the other. The division comes up only 1.25 miles after the first sign announcing it, so you have to be prepared to act fast. This seemingly straightforward stretch of interstate has confused many a driver, and it’s easy to see why. The three lanes for I-85 (the Northeast Expressway) are on the left; the three lanes for I-75 (the Northwest Expressway) are on the right—exactly backwards from what you’d instinctively expect. (However, in the same vicinity, the I-75 northbound HOV lane shares the same space as the I-85 northbound HOV on the far left. It snakes below I-85 and rejoins the flow of I-75 traffic farther along.) Begin to move into the appropriate lanes as soon as you safely can after seeing the first signs for the upcoming split, or you may get caught on the wrong side. And, even if you’ve paid attention and found your lane early, watch for other drivers frantically switching sides at the last minute. This is a primo spot for accidents and don’t be surprised to see discarded bumpers on the side of the road.

As you approach Atlanta by interstate, be particularly cautious around I-285, as its interchanges with the expressways are frequently the sites of accidents. All 18-wheel vehicles are required by law to take the Perimeter, unless their destination is inside Atlanta. Many a trucker has jackknifed on I-285’s ramps after failing to slow down. And even seasoned Atlanta drivers find themselves braking or changing lanes at the last minute because they’re baffled by the signage.

Traffic on the north side of I-285 has gone way beyond the road’s capacity even though efforts to widen it continue. Morning and afternoon rush hours on this highway are when Atlanta most resembles Los Angeles—or worse. East of I-75 across the top of the Perimeter, past I-85, through Spaghetti Junction, and sometimes all the way over to I-20 East, the north side Perimeter at rush hour can be totally maddening. It often seems there are only two speeds on this highway: 65 mph and stopped. If you must travel to or from the north/northeast Perimeter area daily, it’s worth your while to investigate alternate routes or travel times.

GA 400 picks up off I-85 in the heart of Buckhead and is vital to those commuting from Roswell, Alpharetta, and Lake Lanier. It’s also very popular with Atlantans, who can travel the fast lanes to sites on the north side and avoid 285.

Within the past few years, rapid population growth on the north side has made GA 400 just another jammed-up frustration during both the morning and evening rush hours. It is very much worth your time to investigate possible side-street alternatives (at least they are moving, most of the time!), or better yet, take advantage of the MARTA stations adjacent to GA 400 north of the Perimeter (for more information see the section on MARTA later in this chapter).

The HOV lanes heading into Downtown on I-75 South make life a little easier for carpool drivers. Instead of fighting the congestion as I-75 and I-85 merge into the Downtown Connector, these cars can follow the HOV lane on the far left as it glides under the traffic and resurfaces past the jam on the Connector.
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Surface Streets

More than 70 streets in Atlanta have the word “Peachtree” in their names. How did this mania begin?

The first Peachtree was a Creek Indian village on the Chattahoochee River called Standing Peachtree (it was near the present-day Atlanta Water Works facility on Hemphill Avenue). An army outpost nearby took the name Fort Peachtree. The road that linked it to Fort Daniel in Gwinnett County was the first Peachtree Road. (The Old Peachtree Road exit on the Northeast Expressway confuses many travelers heading into Atlanta, since it’s more than 30 minutes outside town.)

There are now a forest of Peachtrees. But even if you could keep this jumble straight, there are more hazards ahead.

It’s not uncommon for the same street to have two, three, or even more names in different locations. You’re driving on Juniper Street, and suddenly it’s Courtland; you head east on Decatur Street, and it turns into DeKalb Avenue. The same holds true even in the suburbs: In Marietta, Whitlock Avenue west of town turns into Dallas Highway. In Gwinnett County, Peachtree Parkway becomes Medlock Bridge Road just before it crosses the Chattahoochee River.

In town, the name changes reflect the way the city developed, block by block. In other places, the practice dates from the days of racial segregation, when it was meant to convey an unsubtle message of divided territory. This was the case at Ponce de Leon Avenue, once a racial dividing line. South of Ponce, Monroe becomes Boulevard and Briarcliff becomes Moreland.

In many suburban counties, the streets frequently change names depending on the direction you’re headed. For instance, in Cobb County, the road west from Marietta to Powder Springs is Powder Springs Road. The same street in Powder Springs is called Marietta Street. Sometimes it’s handy to think about where you want to go and take the appropriately named road!

Thank goodness for GPS!!

A favorite Atlanta City Hall activity is renaming streets, or sections of streets, to honor civic leaders or to recognize social changes. Although a noble gesture, this causes confusion. Take Irwin, which at Peachtree becomes John Wesley Dobbs Avenue. Before it was renamed in 1994 for the distinguished businessman and activist, the final stretch was called Houston (pronounced “how-ston” in Atlanta-speak). Such changes typically take years to show up on most maps.

Furthermore, terms such as “street,” “avenue,” and “boulevard” are often used without apparent rhyme or reason. Peachtree Street runs north and south, but 10th Street runs east and west. North Avenue runs east and west (it used to mark the “north” boundary of the city), but Piedmont Avenue runs north and south; Ralph McGill Boulevard runs east and west, but Boulevard (south Monroe Drive) runs north and south.

Say what? The “l” in DeKalb (a county, an airport, an avenue, and then some) is silent: Say “de-CAB.” And one of the main streets from Atlanta into DeKalb has a distinctly Southern accent. The noted Spanish explorer may have been Ponce de Le-ON, but the Atlanta street is Ponce de LE-on. If you just can’t bring yourself to say it that way, do what the natives do and just call it “Ponce.” Natives frequently slur the name of this fair city, making it sound more like “Lanna” or “AT-lanna.” And don’t bother with all of those pesky syllables in Marietta. Here, it is just “May-retta.”

Remember those ridges Atlanta was built on? That’s why Atlanta’s streets are not laid out in a grid pattern. Commuters trying to avoid crosstown traffic during rush hour often work out curious diagonal routes through neighborhoods, keeping off the clogged main streets. This may not save time, but some folks prefer it to sitting still. But beware: To cut down on the number of commuters buzzing along the residential streets, many in-town neighborhoods have succeeded at restricting the times drivers may turn into their area. In some cases, they’ve made streets one-way to keep commuters out. Particularly in the Buckhead area, pay close attention to signs posted at neighborhood entrances that spell out the restrictions.

There’s no overnight way to learn your way around Atlanta’s streets, but here are a few suggestions that should help:

Concentrate on learning the main roads first. About Peachtree’s various forms: It is first Peachtree Street, then road, and eventually boulevard. It is Peachtree Street from Downtown to a point just north of the Midtown district, where it becomes Peachtree Road. Decades ago, this is where the paved city road ended and a country dirt road began. Peachtree is Atlanta’s main street and, though often crowded, is always a dependable north/south route. Atlanta is a hilly town, and Peachtree Street runs along its highest ridge. Peachtree begins Downtown (its short, southernmost stretch is called Whitehall, after Atlanta’s first store and bar), then passes through the hotel district and Midtown, before becoming Peachtree Road and heading into Peachtree Battle and Buckhead. In Buckhead, the street forks: To the right, Peachtree Road continues on past Lenox Square, Phipps Plaza, Oglethorpe University, and on to I-285, which it crosses as Peachtree Industrial Boulevard. The left fork in Buckhead becomes Roswell Road and travels north to Sandy Springs, Roswell, and Alpharetta.

Piedmont Avenue can be a good alternative to Peachtree for traveling between Downtown, Midtown, and Buckhead.

Ponce de Leon Avenue is an easy route to Decatur and to Stone Mountain. Eastbound, Ponce forks just after the stone railroad overpass: To the left, Scott Boulevard continues out to the Lawrenceville Highway; to the right, East Ponce de Leon goes to downtown Decatur (where the speed limit is strictly enforced) and Stone Mountain.

Martin Luther King Jr. Drive is the direct route between Downtown and the Atlanta University Center area. Within the AU district, James P. Brawley Drive runs north and south between M. L. King Jr. Drive and Spelman College, near I-20.

US 41 (also known at different locations as Northside Drive, Northside Parkway, and Cobb Parkway) is a non-interstate route out to the Cumberland Mall/Galleria area and on to Dobbins Air Force Base and Marietta in Cobb County.

Five Points is the center of downtown Atlanta. It’s formed by the intersection of Peachtree, Decatur/Marietta Streets, and Edgewood Avenue.

Little Five Points is 2.5 miles east of Downtown at the convergence of Moreland, McLendon, and Euclid Avenues. It’s one of Atlanta’s most eclectic shopping areas and a multicultural mecca, a scaled-down version of New York’s East Village.

Downtown is the area around Five Points. Midtown is the area around Piedmont Park; it’s the first neighborhood bordering Peachtree north of Downtown. Uptown is Buckhead, filled with lots of upscale clubs, restaurants, and boutiques that draw shoppers by day and bar hoppers by night. The heart of Buckhead is about 6 miles north on Peachtree Street from Five Points.

Here are a few general pointers for getting your bearings on Atlanta’s streets:

Start by studying the maps we’ve included in this book. Spend a little time getting to know the major streets and highways. Once you understand a few of the main north/south and crosstown routes, you’ll feel more confident and find your knowledge of Atlanta’s roads increasing rapidly. Then graduate to a good, larger street map. Even if you like to rely solely on GPS, having a working knowledge of the city layout can be invaluable if you decide to avoid traffic or take a shortcut.

When possible, take MARTA. Riding MARTA’s buses and trains (whose tracks are usually above ground) is a great way to get your bearings and study the layout of the city without having to fight traffic.

When you’re riding with friends (or a knowledgeable cab, Uber, or Lyft driver), ask the driver what route he or she is taking. You’ll find you’re on the same streets again and again, though you may not always recognize them at first.

Ask veteran Atlantans for their favorite shortcuts. Most newcomers understandably stick to the busy main roads. Waze can be great but friends or coworkers may be able to give you tips about routes that bypass the worst jams.

For goodness sake, don’t be shy about asking directions. You’ll frequently hear longtime Atlantans having involved conversations about main routes and alternates, street openings and closings.

When you’re going somewhere new, always call ahead or check online for directions or a nearby landmark. Simply locating the street on a map may not be good enough. Sometimes two streets share the same name and even the same directional indicator (such as NE), but they’re miles apart in completely different parts of town. Many times, addresses apply to an entire shopping center, not just the particular establishment you’re trying to locate, so it helps to know if your destination is part of a complex. Also, even the newest maps seldom reflect all the intricacies of Atlanta’s often-changed street names. To add to the fun, street address numbering systems do not always follow a logical sequence, or even a simple numerical order!

In Atlanta, it’s always hard to say today what route will be best tomorrow. This city’s rebuilding began in 1865 and shows no sign of letting up, so road construction and utility work are always a part of life.




Rules of the Road

Because traffic laws differ from state to state, take a moment to look over the following rules. You can obtain a free copy of The Georgia Department of Driver Services Driver’s Manual, the official state handbook, at any driver’s license renewal location. Call (404) 657-9300 or check out https://dds.georgia.gov for more information.

The driver and all front-seat passengers of every car must wear a seat belt.

Persons between 6 and 17 must wear a seat belt in the car at all times.

Children under 4'9" or under 40 pounds must ride in an approved child safety seat. (This law has exceptions: Drivers transporting children under age 6 in a taxicab or public transit are exempt.)

The state recommends rear-facing seats until age 2, then front-facing seats with a five-point harness until age 4.

After coming to a complete stop at an intersection, you may make a right turn on red, traffic permitting. Some intersections, however, are posted as no turn on red.

A left turn on red is permissible only when turning from the left lane of a one-way street onto another one-way street on which traffic is moving to the driver’s left.

Your headlights must be on (day or night) when you are driving through rain, fog, snow, or smoke.

You must stop when approaching (from either direction) a school bus with its stop sign out and its lights flashing. On a highway divided by a median, you are required to stop when you are behind a stopped bus but not when you’re coming from the opposite direction.

The maximum speed limit in Georgia typically is 55 mph. On rural interstates, where posted, the speed limit is 70 mph. In all business and residential districts, the speed limit is 30 mph unless otherwise posted. If you exceed 85 mph, you are considered a “Super Speeder” and may receive an additional $200 fee, court-mandated driving courses, and possible license suspension.

Drivers are not allowed to touch their phones for any reason while driving. Making a call or texting? Use voice commands through your car or face a $50 fine.

If you can steer it, clear it. Drivers involved in a minor accident are required to remove the accident vehicles from the roadway immediately; then you can call for assistance. Most of the interstates have accident investigation sites for that purpose.

If you are on a highway or interstate and see a car on the side of the road, you should change lanes to avoid driving near them, especially if there is an officer with the stopped vehicle.

Drivers are considered drunk in Georgia when they register 0.08gm percent or more. Penalties are severe; don’t drive drunk in Georgia. Drivers younger than the legal drinking age (21) are considered drunk if tests show they have consumed any amount of alcohol (the law actually states 0.02gm percent or more, but that is the sensitivity limit of most detection devices in use).

Motorcycle drivers and passengers must wear a helmet.

Bicycle riders younger than 16 must wear a bicycle helmet when riding on a highway, sidewalk, or bike path.

If you are moving to the state, you are required to get a Georgia license and to register your car in your county within 30 days.




It’s Customary

From the moment you notice the interstate traffic speeding up (although the speed limit decreases) as you motor into Atlanta, you may find driving here intimidating. Rush hour never seems to end on some of our main roads.

But for most people, driving around Atlanta gets easier fast. The best drivers seem to develop an alert yet laid-back attitude. The alert part is essential, since traffic can change in an instant. But the laid-back part, though harder to develop, is essential, too. (It explains why some people never get speeding tickets and others get them over and over.) The worst thing is to take the traffic personally. And in the worst-case scenarios, road rage can be fatal.

Given that many of our thoroughfares carry far more cars than they were built to handle, driving in Atlanta can be an acquired taste.

It’s important to try to keep your cool.

Here are some other pointers for traffic survival:

Blowing your horn when you’re stuck in traffic is not a custom here—and it won’t help you make friends either. Here we consider excessive horn blowing—as well as flashing your high beams into the cars of slower drivers or riding on their rear bumper—downright rude.

Use your turn signals and engage them early. Most drivers will be happy to let you maneuver through traffic if you give them a clue as to what you’re trying to do.

Don’t tailgate. Rear-ending someone is a terrible way to meet.

Don’t try to beat that red light, and don’t speed. Going almost anywhere in Atlanta involves traveling through residential areas filled with kids, dogs, bicyclists, and people backing out of driveways. Zooming around neighborhoods at 55 mph can lead to a ticket or a tragedy.

When on the highways and interstates, if you are lost or confused or just driving slowly, keep right. It’s the law but it’s also common courtesy.

MARTA buses make their way through many streets that are not really wide enough for them; this is especially a problem at sharp turns. When a bus is trying to turn a corner and its way is blocked by cars waiting at the light, all the cars must back up to make way for the bus. This is less likely to happen if you observe the painted white stop-line at intersections.

Having cautioned you against excessive horn blowing, we should note that judicious use of your horn can definitely help prevent accidents. Keep one hand close to your horn, especially when you’re driving in tight, fast-moving traffic. If your reaction time is quick, you can “beep” weaving drivers back into their lane before they bump into you.




Cruising

We freely admit Atlanta’s worst shortcoming: no beaches. Deprived of an oceanside main drag, lots of young people take to cruising Peachtree between Downtown and Midtown on warm weekend nights. The resulting traffic tie-ups can be annoying but are concentrated on and around Peachtree. The situation has improved greatly since No Cruising signs have been well posted and enforced from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. But if you find yourself in a jam, just get off Peachtree and pick up one of the other north/south streets, such as Piedmont, Courtland, West Peachtree, Spring, or Techwood.






MARTA

Atlanta’s mass transit system is called MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority). MARTA is one of the most advanced rapid transit systems in the United States.

Though approved by referendum in 1965, MARTA lacked money until 1971, when voters agreed to fund the system with a sales tax. To win approval of the tax, an arrangement was made to cut bus fares from 40 cents to 15 cents and to hold them there for seven years. The tax passed; the promise was kept; MARTA was on its way.

These days, a one-way ride will cost you $2.50 and the MARTA system covers the 800-square-mile district at the heart of the metro area. It operates 296 electric rail cars on almost 48 miles of track with regular service to 38 rapid rail stations. In addition, 550 diesel, compressed natural gas, and electric buses traverse 101 routes covering over 1,439 miles. On an average weekday, the system records 400,000 riders.

To help those riding that rail system know which direction that line is heading, MARTA has a handy color-coding approach. The system is divided into four lines: Red, Blue, Green, and Gold. The Red Line operates from the North Springs station south to the airport, while the Gold Line operates between Doraville and the airport. Both lines run every 20 minutes from 4:50 a.m. until 6 a.m. and then 10 minutes from 6:00 to 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 to 7:30 p.m; otherwise they operate every 12 minutes. From 9:00 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. and on holidays and weekends, trains run every 20 minutes.

The Green and Blue Lines service the east-west corridor with the Green serving between Bankhead Station and Candler Park and the Blue stretching from H.E. Holmes and Indian Creek. As with the north-south lines, they start at 4:43 a.m. but accommodate rush hour by operating every 10 minutes from 6:00 to 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 to 7:30 p.m., otherwise they operate every 12 minutes. On holidays and weekends they operate every 15 minutes, but the Green Line goes only as far as Candler Station until 9 p.m. on weekdays and 8 p.m. on weekends. After those cutoffs, the Green Line only services between Bankhead station and Vine City. Extra trains are typically called into service during big downtown events.

For those headed to Buckhead, the Red Line station is 7.4 miles north of Five Points on a site in the median of GA 400 at Capital City Plaza on Peachtree Street. It is near the Atlanta Financial Center complex; an underground tunnel lets patrons enter from either side of Peachtree. Buckhead station has a passenger drop-off area but no parking facility.

Just 12 miles north of Five Points on the same line, Medical Center station offers a pedestrian walkway over Peachtree Dunwoody Road that provides access to Northside Hospital and Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital. It has short-term but no overnight parking facility. It also provides for handicapped parking, bicycles, and taxis/ride share. Medical Center station is a 21-minute train ride from Five Points; getting to the airport from here will take about 36 minutes.

Dunwoody station at the corner of Hammond Drive and Perimeter Center Parkway serves workers and shoppers in the Perimeter Center area. Dunwoody station is an aboveground facility, 13.1 miles north of Five Points. The station includes a four-level, 575-car parking deck. You can park for free for less than 24 hours but overnight is $5. Local, regional, and shuttle buses operate here.

Two more north Red Line stations, at Sandy Springs and North Springs, are facilities serving the northern suburbs; and North Springs has more than 2,000 spaces in a low-cost ($5 per day) parking garage built specifically to hold long-term parking for northsiders headed to Hartsfield-Jackson Airport.

In 2014, MARTA added a streetcar that operates on a 2.7 mile loop serving 12 stops from Centennial Olympic Park on the western end to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site in the east. You can pick up the MARTA rail at the Peachtree Center stop.

Bus schedules vary, but there’s a printed timetable for every route. You can get free schedules at the Five Points station and at MARTA information kiosks. Each bus usually has a supply of its own schedule; ask your driver.

Depending on the line, the trains operate from as early as 4:50 a.m. and operate as late as 2:04 a.m. MARTA route and schedule information is available by phone from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday; call (404) 848-5000. Tell the operator your location and destination; she or he will tell you which bus to take, where to catch it, whether you need to transfer, and when the bus runs. You can also use MARTA’s online trip planner: https://www.itsmarta.com/planatrip.aspx

Pay for your rides using something called a Breeze Card. A paper Breeze Ticket has a surcharge of $1 but is not reloadable. Save money with a $2 purchase of a laminated Breeze Card, which can be loaded for multiple trips and is valid for four years. Visitors may want to take advantage of the unlimited ride passes. The 1-Day pass is $9, the 2 Day pass, $14, 3-day, $16, 4-day, $19; or 7-Day Pass, just $23.75. Before you get on a MARTA train or bus, tap your Breeze Card onto a blue, circular target, which will verify that your pass is valid; it electronically credits you a free bus or train transfer and deducts the fare from the balance on the card. Keep it handy because you’ll need to tap your card again when you exit the bus or rail station. Breeze Cards can be purchased at MARTA rail station vending machines and RideStores at the Five Points, Lindbergh, and other major stations. If you want only a one-way or round-trip ticket, follow the directions on the vending machine. For more information, visit www.breezecard.com or call (404) 848-5000.

MARTA also posts information about its service on its website, www.itsmarta.com. (Please note: Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, but MARTA’s services, schedules, and fares are subject to change. The fares posted above reflect those in effect in fall 2024.)


Riding the Train

MARTA’s rapid rail system is easy and fun to use.

Each MARTA station is different, with its own architectural style and works of art. Most spectacular is the Peachtree Center station, which was blasted out of the solid-granite ridge under Peachtree Street. Getting here is half the fun! Access is by incredibly steep, 192-foot escalators. (Of course, you may take the elevator if you prefer.) Exposed rock forms a natural cave around the platforms, where you’ll wait for your train some 12 stories below Peachtree Street!

MARTA’s rail lines intersect at the huge Five Points station, where you can transfer between east/west and north/south lines. You don’t need a transfer to go from one line to the other, as they’re both inside the station. Five Points station has its own entrance to Underground Atlanta via a tunnel under Peachtree Street; it’s on your right just before you exit the station on the Peachtree side.

Take the appropriate escalator to the train boarding area. In stations where the platform is between the tracks, the escalator is marked to all trains. Other stations have two platforms with the tracks in between. In these, you must use the escalator marked with the direction in which you’re traveling.

The low-fare long-term parking lots in some MARTA stations are excellent alternatives to parking at the airport.

Signs on the front and side of each train indicate its final stop. Here’s how to tell where a train is headed:

Both the Gold and Red Lines designate north-south lines. An “Airport” train is southbound and will take you all the way to Hartsfield-Jackson at the end of the south line. An “Indian Creek” train on the Blue Line is eastbound and will take you through Decatur out to the end of the east line. The westbound “Hamilton Holmes” Blue trains go to the end of the west line, while “Bankhead” Green trains (also westbound) branch off on the northwest Proctor Creek line. A “Doraville” Gold train goes on to the end of the northeast line (this is also the train to Lenox station). “Dunwoody” Red trains service Buckhead, Medical Center, and Dunwoody (near Perimeter Mall) stations on the north line. “Doraville” and “Dunwoody” trains alternate in their service along the central portion of the north line but can be distinguished by the Gold for Doraville and Red for Dunwoody. The northernmost station at which to transfer between these two trains is Lindbergh Center.

In the MARTA station, wait well behind the white strip at the edge of the platform until the arriving train has come to a complete stop. When the doors open, allow departing passengers the opportunity to exit the train before you board. MARTA’s electric trains are speedy: As soon as you board, sit down or grab the nearest handrail to avoid losing your balance as the train whisks away.

When the train begins slowing down for your stop, gather up your belongings and your group and prepare to disembark. Atlanta is not Tokyo, but the trains are fast-paced. If you’re in the middle of a crowded rail car and take your time getting to the exit, the doors may close before you have a chance to get off.

Signs inside all MARTA stations indicate bus stops, surrounding streets, and major buildings. If you need directions, MARTA has what they call “ambassadors” at transfer stops who can answer your questions, or pick up a white courtesy phone and ask the operator for assistance.




Riding the Bus

To board a MARTA bus, wait at a bus stop (indicated by either a white concrete obelisk or a tricolor pole-mounted MARTA sign). The front of each bus is marked with the route number and route name. Different bus routes use the same bus stops—make sure to board the right bus. (Express bus routes include stretches along which passengers are neither picked up nor discharged. Before boarding a bus marked “express,” ask the driver whether you’ll be able to disembark at your desired stop.) When you see your bus approaching, raise your hand to signal to the driver that you wish to board.

Enter through the front door. Pass your Breeze Card over the blue target. If you’re unsure about directions, tell the driver your destination as you board; sit up front and you’ll be let off at the closest stop. Pressing the yellow stop request strip or pulling the cord will signal the driver that you want off at the next scheduled stop. Use the rear door when exiting.




Special Events

Downtown Atlanta is ripe for special events, concerts, and sporting events, and when that happens, MARTA implements extra train rides to accommodate the crowds into Five Points and the GWCC stops.

Additionally, during the summer concert season, shuttle service from the Lakewood/Ft. McPherson station to the Cellairis Amphitheater at Lakewood begins 90 minutes before showtime and continues after the show until the venue is empty.

If you are an Atlanta Braves fan or simply want to catch a major-league game, you may want to catch the MARTA bus 12 from the Midtown MARTA station. It will take you to Cumberland Mall. During baseball season there is a Cumberland Circular Shuttle that will deposit you at the Battery and Truist Park. Take the Blue or Green Line shuttle (not to be confused with the MARTA train lines by those names). The trip will take about 30 minutes depending on traffic.

You may also want to take advantage of the shuttle service to Six Flags Over Georgia. An express bus operates from the Hamilton E. Holmes station and drops passengers right at the park entrance. It operates every 40 minutes throughout the summer months and is free with a transfer from any MARTA bus or rail station.




Special Services

For MARTA schedule information, to make a suggestion or report a problem, or for any other information, call MARTA’s customer service center at (404) 848-5000.

All MARTA buses and trains have seats designated as “reserved” for senior citizens and those in wheelchairs. Disabled persons and those 65 and older are eligible for a special reduced 90-cent fare. The required reduced-fare card may be obtained free of charge at any RideStore. All MARTA stations have at least one entrance that is fully accessible to seniors and those with disabilities.

Almost all of MARTA’s buses are wheelchair accessible and have lifts. However, MARTA also operates L-VANS, which provide door-to-door service. A single fare on these buses is $3.60. For more information, call (404) 848-5000. Patrons in wheelchairs who use buses along MARTA’s regular routes are not charged extra.

Deaf persons can use MARTA’s TTY schedule information line, (404) 848-5665.




Parking

MARTA has thousands of parking spaces for use by system passengers, including more than 25,000 spaces at rail stations and 3,000 spaces at park-and-ride lots. Parking is free at all times in all MARTA lots except the following:

For airport patrons, the Brookhaven, Lindbergh, Doraville, Lenox, College Park, North Springs, and Medical Center stations offer fenced parking lots with 24-hour security. Parking is $5 per day, payable upon exiting the lot.




MARTA to the Airport

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is the last stop on the Red and Gold south rail lines; board the train marked “Airport.” Please keep an eye on your luggage at all times. The ride from Five Points station to the airport, with stops, is about 15 minutes. As you exit Airport station, follow the signs to your airline’s ticketing area. South Terminal is to your right; North Terminal is to your left.




Security

MARTA maintains its own 450-member police force. Armed uniformed and plainclothes officers heavily patrol the system. Surveillance cameras are also used to deter vandals, gate-jumpers, and other criminals.

All stations include white passenger-assistance telephones, which connect riders with helpful MARTA operators, and blue police emergency telephones, which connect callers to the MARTA police. Both are located near the fare gates and on the platforms. Every rail car has an intercom that connects passengers with the train conductor.

One word of caution: In spite of the vigilance of the MARTA police, crime does occur in the system. Especially when traveling alone or at night, keep your guard up. Access to many stations is by long stairways and pedestrian overpasses, which some may find intimidating. If you feel you’re being followed, avoid walking alone into these areas. If you’re frightened, stay in the main part of the station, in plain view of the security cameras, and use the blue telephone to request assistance from the MARTA police. Avoid strangers in the parking lot; have your keys ready and walk briskly to your car.




Rules

Be sure to observe the following rules:

[image: ]


	On all buses and in all trains and rail stations, it is illegal to smoke, eat, drink, litter, or play loud music without earphones.


	Moving between train cars, unless directed to do so by MARTA personnel in an emergency, is forbidden.

	MARTA’s high-voltage tracks are extremely dangerous. Passengers must never climb onto the tracks or attempt to cross them.








COBB COMMUNITY TRANSIT

Atlanta’s northwest neighbor Cobb County operates its own bus system on local and express routes around Cobb and to Atlanta. CCT buses access MARTA regularly at the Arts Center station and will take you to the Cumberland Station or the Marietta Transfer Station. Your Breeze Card allows the transfer as well as riding in their system. But once on CCT, you’ll need a CCT ticket to transfer to other CCT lines. Although holiday schedules apply on most special days, CCT does not run on Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor Day. For information on schedules and monthly passes, call (770) 427-4444.




HARTSFIELD-JACKSON ATLANTA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is the world’s busiest passenger airport. The Domestic Terminal is 10 miles south of Downtown on I-85 while the International Terminal is 10 miles south off I-75. The two terminals interconnect through underground tunnels and shuttles and share the same runways.

Formerly known as Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport, it was officially renamed Hartsfield-Jackson in 2003 to honor former Atlanta mayor Maynard H. Jackson. It compares in size and population to a small city. Including airlines, City of Atlanta, Federal Aviation Administration Airport, and concession tenants and employees, 63,000 people work at 4,700-acre Hartsfield-Jackson. The airport’s direct and indirect impact on the Georgia economy is nearly $66 billion per year. It also creates 380,000 jobs, making it the largest employment center in the state.

Hartsfield-Jackson handled more than 104.6 million passengers in 2023 and the numbers increase each year. Hartsfield-Jackson has 40 international gates and 152 domestic gates. Its five parallel runways are laid out east to west; the longest is 12,390 feet (almost 2.35 miles) long.

In 100 years, Hartsfield-Jackson went from a lonesome landing field to one of the world’s major airports. Rail travel was king, and airplanes were little more than extravagant oddities in 1925 when the city leased an abandoned, 287-acre racetrack as Atlanta’s first airport. But the popularity of flying grew quickly, and so did traffic at Candler Field. The airport began to grow, acquiring surrounding properties and increasing its aviation capacity.

In 1961 the airport boasted the largest single terminal in the country, but it wasn’t big enough for long—booming Atlanta’s huge demand for aviation services required a huge airport, and a massive new building project was undertaken.

For three and a half years in the late 1970s, the airport was the biggest construction project in the South. When the new Hartsfield (the name honored former Atlanta mayor William B. Hartsfield, who was a tireless booster of aviation) opened in 1980, it was the largest airport in the world. But before long, Atlanta’s growth again began to test its capacity.

In 1991 the city broke ground on the airport’s sixth concourse, E, which opened in September 1994. Dedicated exclusively to international travel at the time, the 1.3-million-square-foot, 5-story addition was the largest international concourse in the nation when it debuted. It had 24 gates which were quickly expanded to 28.

The airport’s increasing global popularity prompted another expansion in 2012 dedicated just to the international travelers. The Maynard Holbrook Jackson Jr. International Terminal was built on the opposite side of the runways from the Domestic Terminal. The $1.4 billion addition has its own check-in areas and baggage claim as well as parking with 1,000+ spaces. It connects via the plane-train to Concourse E. There is also a shuttle that drives between the two sides on surface streets. It also has its own access from I-75.

Concourse E still serves international flights but now also includes domestic flights. More than 75 international destinations can make a nonstop hop to or from Atlanta. More than five million passengers clear through Customs and Immigration each year at Hartsfield-Jackson. One of the standout features in the Domestic Terminal is a 225,000-square-foot, four-story atrium. Topped with a 60-foot-wide skylight and encompassing some 40 restaurants, shops, and services, the atrium provides an aesthetic focus for the airport as it connects the North and South Terminals.

In case you need it, the atrium also includes a 20,000-square-foot conference center. To book the conference facility, call the airport at (404) 761-6116 or toll-free at (800) 713-1359. Wi-Fi is also available throughout the airport for a fee.

Throughout the airport, generic food concessions are being replaced with name-brand restaurants, such as Wendy’s, Chick-fil-A, Burger King, Popeye’s, and Starbucks Coffee. There are also high-end restaurants, including a sushi bar, and spa treatment centers on the concourses, as well as an ample number of ATMs. The airport seems to consistently be updating and improving itself. The backbone of the airport is the 1.75-mile transportation mall, an underground walkway and train system that ferries passengers between the terminal and six concourses. Computer-operated trains (free of charge) run every two minutes, traveling between all concourses and the terminal. Automated announcements will direct you onboard.

Concourse T is the only concourse you access directly from the terminal without using the transportation mall connecting the terminal to the concourses.

Here’s a brief walk-through of Hartsfield-Jackson for arriving and departing domestic and international passengers. Further information is available on the airport’s website, atl.com.


Domestic Arrivals

Your domestic flight will taxi into Concourse A, B, C, D, E, or T. Follow the signs for Terminal/Baggage Claim. You’ll go down an escalator or elevator to the transportation mall. If you like, you can walk through the transportation mall or take the moving sidewalk, but we don’t recommend this unless you are going only between adjacent concourses. If your plane comes in at the last domestic gate on Concourse E and you take the train, you’ll be at baggage claim in less than 15 minutes. The moving sidewalk route, which also involves long stretches of nonmoving hallway, will take closer to 30 minutes.

At the last stop, Terminal/Baggage Claim, go up the escalator or elevator to baggage claim and all ground transportation. Signs will direct you to the appropriate baggage area for your airline: North Terminal baggage claim is to your right; South Terminal (where the Delta Air Lines baggage goes) is to your left. Flight numbers flash over the various baggage carousels as the bags roll up the conveyor belt. There’s also a large digital sign on the far wall telling you which carousel your flight’s baggage is on.

If you’re being picked up by a friend, exit through the glass doors to the curbside area. Since there are two baggage claim areas (one on either side of the terminal), it’s important to let your friend know what airline you’re flying.

For all other transportation—taxi, limo, shuttle bus, rental cars, or MARTA train—follow the signs to ground transportation at the west curb. Rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft must pick up near the lower level on the North side of the terminal. There are signs to direct you to the pickup spot, which is past the parking shuttle area.

Passengers arriving on Concourse T won’t need to ride the train to the terminal; you’re already there. Special note for arriving American Airlines passengers: American Airlines flights use Concourse T. From your arriving gate, follow the signs downstairs to American baggage claim. Directly outside, American has its own curb where you can get a cab. If friends are picking you up, tell them to take the lanes for the North Terminal, then follow the signs to American baggage claim.

A state-of-the-art Rental Car Center can be reached via a tram on the west end of the main terminal, past baggage claim and near the taxi and hotel shuttle parking. The 2.8-million-square-foot facility handles all 14 of the current rental companies in its two four-story parking decks and 137,000-foot customer service center.



Close-up


Aviation in Atlanta

Atlanta began as a railroad terminus and was even known by the name “Terminus” at first. This bustling upstart grew into the single most important transportation and logistics crossroad in the Confederacy. It rose from the Union army’s desecrating fires to regain its status as a railroad and manufacturing center, helped the South rise again from the equally destructive invasion of the boll weevil (which nearly wiped out its agriculturally dependent economy) by restructuring the New South as one more dependent on high-tech manufacturing and tourism, and finally emerged into the 21st century pretty much what it was in the beginning: a center for trade and commerce that has literally become the crossroads of the nation. Depending on the source (and the year in question), the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is either the world’s busiest commercial airport, or at least the second or third busiest. An old joke frequently retold in these parts is that when you die, you have to connect through Atlanta whether going to heaven or hell.

Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson Airport began in the most modest of manners, as a single short, bumpy dirt strip built over the remains of an abandoned racetrack. Local businessman William Berry Hartsfield (later the mayor of Atlanta) was persuaded in 1923 by two local pilots, Doug Davis and Beeler Blevins, that air travel would be vital to the growth of the City of Atlanta, and he soon found the abandoned racetrack owned by the Coca-Cola magnate Asa Candler. After two years of pleading and dealing, the Atlanta City Council agreed to grant him a five-year lease, rent free, to develop newly named Candler Field with the option for the city to buy the land and whatever was developed on it for $100,000 at the end of the lease period.

As was usual for that period of aviation history, the first use for the new airfield was strictly for the delivery of airmail, and the first contracted flight to do so took off on September 15, 1926, bound for Macon, Georgia, and Jacksonville, Florida. Mail flights continued with some interruptions until October 15, 1930, when American Airlines inaugurated the first passenger service with initial flights to Dallas and Los Angeles. Within a few months scheduled service to New York and Florida began. In the early 1930s the federal government changed the way airmail contracts were awarded, and soon the tiny Delta Air Lines, from Monroe, Louisiana, won the Atlanta to Charlotte, North Carolina, mail contracts. The first Delta from Atlanta, piloted by Charles Dolson, carried no passengers because the newly required airways navigation systems were not complete, and there were no suitable emergency landing fields between the two cities. Delta, of course, quickly grew into both one of the biggest commercial airlines carriers and an Atlanta corporate icon.

The war years slowed Candler Field’s growth, but after the airport declared it a government air base in 1940, it doubled in size and nearly quadrupled in the amount of air traffic almost overnight. In 1942 a record of 1,700 takeoffs and landings in a single day was set, and Candler Field for the first time was named the nation’s busiest airport in terms of flight operation. As the nation’s economy boomed in the postwar years, Atlanta’s airport boomed right along. In 1946 the field was renamed Atlanta Municipal Airport, and on June 1, 1956, an Eastern Airlines flight to Montreal made the first international flight from the growing city.

In January 1977 work began on what was to be the world’s largest aviation-related construction project. The present-day four-million-square-foot facility officially opened on September 21, 1980, renamed the William B. Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport to honor its most prominent supporter. This wasn’t the end of growth for Atlanta’s airport, by any stretch, however. In 2006, a fifth runway, officially marking the beginning of a 10-year, $5.4 billion expansion and restoration project, was completed. In 2009, the new rental car facility marked the end of the second phase. By 2012, an entirely new Maynard Jackson International Terminal also called Concourse F for gate assignments debuted to service the increasing number of global travelers. A Master Plan 2030 for the facility now called Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport includes the addition of a sixth runway, an expanded Concourse D, and renovation on the main terminal.










Domestic Departures

As you approach Hartsfield-Jackson by car from I-85, large signs will direct you to either the North or South Terminal, depending on your airline. (All Delta flights use the South Terminal.)

All airlines have ticket agents inside the terminal. If you have your boarding pass and no luggage to check, you can check your concourse and gate from one of the TV monitors near the ticket counters and in the transportation mall. Those with TSA precheck and/or the Clear premium service have separate lines on both the North and South sides of the terminal. The South Terminal dedicates an entire section near the Delta Sky Priority Counters to precheck, Delta digital I.D., and Clear.

All other travelers must pass through the central security screening checkpoint no matter which concourse they are departing from. From security, take the plane-train or moving sidewalk to your concourse; follow the signs to your gate. Nonticketed visitors are not allowed past the security checkpoint.




International Departures

The International Terminal is accessed off of I-75 2 miles south of the I-75/85 split. Check your bags at your airline’s counter and proceed through security and the transportation mall to Concourse F, where signs will direct you to your gate. If your flight is departing out of Concourse E, you will need to still check in at the International Terminal and take the plane train once past security to E.

Should your flight be delayed, you won’t have to console yourself with an overcooked hot dog and yesterday’s paper. Both E and F have food courts as well as sit-down restaurants. E boasts the trendy One Flew South sushi restaurant and F features the acclaimed Ecco. There is also a pair of duty-free shops and airline lounges.

Currency exchange is available on Concourse E except on Wednesday and Thursday. Fees are dependent on the foreign exchange itself. Bear in mind that the airport exchange rate will also cost you more than rates you will receive from a bank or ATM at your destination.




International Arrivals

As your international flight arrives at Concourses E or F, you’ll first be directed to United States Immigration. If you arrive on Concourse E, you will have a long trek to reach immigration. Once you clear passport control, you’ll claim your bags and pass through Customs to the exit.

If you’re continuing to another city, it’s more complicated. If you arrive on E Concourse, then you will clear passport control there, claim your bags, and recheck them to your destination which should be on your tag. If you arrive on F Concourse, you’ll clear passport control in F, reclaim your bag at the F carousels, exit Customs, and turn left to recheck the bag at a counter there before going back through security and taking a train to your next domestic concourse.

Multilingual announcements describe the Customs and baggage recheck procedures. In addition, most airlines now offer an in-flight video that orients arriving passengers to the airport. Also, in the Immigration and Naturalization Service area, translators, whose badges indicate the languages they speak, assist non-English-speaking arriving passengers. Multilingual signs in the transportation mall tell passengers how to get around the airport. If you have Global Entry, you can skip the long passport line by simply having your photo taken, but you will still have to wait to claim your baggage.




Smoking

Smoking and vaping are completely prohibited at Hartsfield-Jackson Airport in both the Domestic and International Terminals. If you violate the no-smoking ordinance, you face a $200 fine.

There are designated smoking areas outside of designated entrances, but you must be 25 feet from the door. The designated areas are:

Domestic North Terminal, lower level near doors LN1 and LN2, Main level between N3 and N4

Domestic South Terminal, lower level near doors LS1 and LS2, Main level between S1 and S2, between doors S4 and S5, near door S6

International Terminal, upper-level departure area near doors D1 and D3, arrival area lower level near A1 and A3.




Security

As the busiest airport in the world, Hartsfield-Jackson is a high-profile target for those wishing to do evil, and, as such, security concerns are equally high profile. The Transportation Security Agency (TSA) mandates scanning of carry-on baggage and requires passengers to walk through metal detectors without shoes, belts, or other metal objects on their person

No one may pass through the security checkpoint without either a boarding pass or ticket, along with a photo ID. This means that friends and family must remain back in the main terminal area of the airport. Additionally, 100 percent of all baggage going through Hartsfield-Jackson must pass through bomb-detecting machines, which considerably slows down an already slow process. Departing passengers are subject to second or third levels of screening at random, which includes using more sensitive handheld metal detectors, special inspections of footwear, and “patdown” searches done in a private room. Federal restrictions limit the size of liquids, gels, and aerosols that passengers can bring in their carry-on bags to 3.4 ounces (100 milliliters) or less per item. Each item must fit inside a clear, plastic, zip-top bag that’s one quart in size, and passengers are limited to one bag per person. Any food brought in through the checkpoint has to go through the X-ray machine. Any water bottle has to be empty. No weapons or anything that could be perceived as a weapon are allowed.

The TSA outlines all restrictions on its website (www.tsa.gov), including what items are permitted to be brought onboard the plane, those that must be placed inside your checked-in luggage, and those items that are forbidden to be carried either way. The short version is: Use common sense.

TSA has a service called “Precheck” which allows you to keep your shoes on and not disassemble your carry-on when you pass through security. The cost is $78–$85 depending on where you enroll. Obtaining it requires an appointment for an interview with TSA during which you will be fingerprinted and a background check conducted. You’ll need to renew your Precheck status periodically. You can also utilize it for a Global Entry program for returning from international travel back to the US.

The most important thing to remember is that security is very serious, and the screeners are attempting to do their jobs in an efficient, businesslike manner. Do not joke with the screeners. Answer their questions directly and do not resist any requested searches—at the very least you will be prevented from flying that day if you do.

During times of alerts or increased security, there may be additional restrictions on parking. Vans and large vehicles may be directed away from the close-in, short-term lots and told to park in the airport’s other lots. Your vehicle also may be towed if you leave it unattended in the drop-off/pickup lanes for even a minute.




Airport Parking

Hartsfield-Jackson has more than 30,000 parking spaces. Lots near the terminal are for short-term parking ($3 an hour for the first and second hours; $4 per hour for each additional hour; maximum $36 for each day). The daily covered deck parking is $3 an hour with a $19 a day maximum. The economy lots are for long-term parking ($3 per hour; maximum $14 per 24 hours). A Gold Reserve lot was created for those who don’t mind paying extra. For an annual membership fee of $408, you are guaranteed a spot that is secured with an advance payment of $200 from which parking fees of $3 for the first hour, $3 for each additional hour, and $36 per day are deducted. The airport also offers a park-and-ride membership, which has limited spaces available.

There is a Satellite Parking structure called ATL West at 4199 Skytrain Way in which you can park and get on the rental car SkyTrain near the Georgia International Convention Center. It is $3 an hour or $10 a day.

If you have to lug your luggage very far, you might wish to rent a cart, but they are hard to come by. They rent for $9 from the stands in baggage claim. You can sometimes find one abandoned after another traveler has loaded their luggage.

Satellite lots around the airport have thousands more parking spaces. These lots run vans or buses to the airline curbsides and pick up returning passengers at ground transportation, eliminating that long walk back to the car when you’re dead-tired from your trip.

Hartsfield-Jackson’s lots can fill up at peak travel times such as holidays, some weekends, and whenever the airlines slash fares to whip up business. To check availability of parking spaces, go online at atl.com/parking to see how many spots are available. It is updated in near real-time. You can also call the airport parking office, (404) 530-6725, before you leave and ask whether parking is adequate.

Here are some companies that run satellite parking lots. Most pick you up as you park your car on their lot and drop you at the curb at your airline check-in point. Their shuttles then wait on the lower level of the North Terminal to drive you back to your car. You will receive a ticket that is a reminder of which spot you parked in so remember which shuttle to look for on your return.

The Parking Spot runs several lots under different names, including The Parking Spot One and Two, Park N Fly, and Park N Fly Plus. Discounts can be applied if you reserve online but rates for covered and uncovered are comparable to those of Hartsfield’s Park and Ride. (404) 761-3300; www.theparkingspot.com.

Park N’ Ticket provides uncovered $13, covered $17; valet $23. The seventh day of the same stay is free. There are also frequent parker discounts. (404) 669-3800; www.parknticket.com.

Peachy Parking offers indoor, covered, and uncovered as well as memberships. Peachyairportparking.com.

PreFlight offers $13 uncovered, $17 covered. Coupons available online and discounted rates for pre-booking. (404) 767-8000; preflightairportparking.com




Rental Cars

Rental car counters are located in the Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson Rental Car Center at the west end of the airport near ground transportation. The numbers given are for the airport offices unless otherwise noted. The largest companies include Alamo, (833) 315-5893; National, (404) 530–2800; Dollar, (866) 434-2226; Budget, (404) 530-3000; Enterprise, (855) 266-9565; Hertz, (404) 530–2925; Avis, (800) 831-2847; Payless, (404) 768-2401; and Thrifty, (770) 996-2350. Check with individual companies for car rental policies and procedures.

Both the North and South Terminals at Hartsfield-Jackson have seldom used passenger drop-off points on their lower levels. Instead of following the ramps to the designated check-in points, stay to the left and drop your passenger off below. They will need to take an elevator or escalator to the check-in level, but the whole process is much faster. In fact, Delta even has a check-in desk on the South side lower level to make life easier.




Ground Transportation Directory

A lighted directory listing ground transportation alternatives is at the west curb, just before you exit the terminal. As you exit at the west curb and walk away from the terminal, you’ll encounter taxis, Downtown and metro area buses, non–metro area buses, and courtesy vehicles.




MARTA

The easiest, fastest, and cheapest transportation into the city is the MARTA train. The station entrance is near baggage claim at the west curb, just before you reach the outside doors. You can enter the MARTA station from either the North or the South Terminal. MARTA trains run from early in the morning until past midnight. The fare is $2.50 one-way, $5 round-trip, and less with a Breeze Card. An attendant is on hand to answer your questions. Stairs, escalators, and elevators are available for getting from the airport entrance up to the platform. (For detailed information, please see the previous MARTA section in this chapter.) Remember, if you’re heading north beyond the Lindbergh station to North Springs or Doraville, make sure you get on the train marked for the proper line. The Red Line goes to North Springs; the Gold Line goes to Doraville.




Taxis

Taxis line up in the first lane at the west curb at Hartsfield-Jackson. Follow the ground transportation signs. If you like, an agent outside will arrange for you to share a cab into the city.

Atlanta’s approximately 1,500 cabs operate under a limited flat-rate structure. From the airport to the Atlanta Central Business District (CBD) and convention district, the fare is $36 for one passenger and $2 for each additional person.

From the airport to the Buckhead business district, the fare is $30 for one passenger and $2 for every additional person.

From the airport to Midtown, the fare is $48 for one passenger with an additional charge of $2 for each person beyond the fourth.

A flat fare is also used for travel within the Downtown and Buckhead districts. The flat rate is $10 for up to two people and $2 for each additional person. At these rates, the fare adds up fast. If four people take a taxi from the Westin Peachtree Plaza to the Omni Hotel, the fare will be $16, even though they only traveled about five blocks.

The downtown business and convention district is bounded by Boulevard, 14th Street, Northside Drive, and Memorial Drive. The Buckhead business district is harder to explain, but it’s basically the heart of Buckhead, from Pharr Road up to Wieuca Road (that’s just north of Lenox Square and Phipps Plaza).

For all other destinations, rates are $3.50 for the first eighth of a mile, 30 cents for each additional eighth of a mile for about $2.40 a mile. Each extra passenger is $2. Per-hour waiting time is $24. Disabled persons and senior citizens with ID who are residents of the City of Atlanta are eligible for a 20 percent discount off the total fare, and they must purchase a $15 card that is renewed on their birthday.

For more information on Atlanta’s taxis or to report a problem, call (404) 658-7600. Some cab company numbers are Atlanta Yellow Cab, (404) 521-0200; Buckhead Safety Cab, (404) 233-1152; and Checker Cab, (404) 351-1111.




Limousines, Hired Cars, Rideshares

Rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft are able to drop off at the airport in the same areas as private vehicles. They can be reserved ahead of time for pickup or dropoff. Count on about $50 for anything within Downtown, Midtown or Buckhead, although prices can be higher depending on distance and surge time. If you are being picked up by a rideshare vehicle, you’ll need to go to the designated area of the lower level of the North Terminal. There are always plenty of them waiting nearby in the Cell Lot to compete for fares.

If you’d prefer to arrive at your Atlanta destination in high style, you may wish to hire a limousine or sedan; there are more than 300 limo companies listed on the Hartsfield-Jackson Airport’s Limousine vendor website. Although it’s best to reserve your car a day before your arrival, companies can often accommodate you with less notice.

Rates vary by company and by destination. Rates for a sedan to Downtown are in the $75 to $100 range; for a stretch limo, expect to pay about $100 to $125. Rates do not include tax and gratuity.

When you make your reservation, ask about pickup arrangements. Most drivers greet you in the arrival area and walk you to their vehicle.

Among the hired car companies are Atlanta Limousine, (770) 432-LIMO, and Carey Limousine, (404) 223-2000. Most accept major credit cards. A complete list is under the Limousine section at atl.com/ground-transportation.




Hotel Courtesy Vehicles

Over 60 Atlanta hotels provide airport transportation for their guests. These hotels and their phone numbers are listed on the Hotel Shuttle directory at atl.com/ground-transportation.




Metro Area Shuttles

Share-ride shuttle services can also be found on atl.com/ground-transportation. Reservations may be required; call for complete information. Here are a few available.

Atlanta Airport Shuttle Service serves most areas north of the airport from Downtown to Buckhead and areas as far away as Kennesaw and Buford. You reserve a ride and can expect one, maximum two stops on the way. In most cases expect a direct nonstop ride. Book online at atlantashuttle.com, (404) 641-0962. Rates will show when you request a quote but generally, $16.50 per person to Downtown, $18.50 per person to Midtown, and $30 per person to Buckhead.

Atlanta Shuttle Service handles Downtown, Midtown, and Buckhead but also services areas as far as Suwanee and Stone Mountain. Fares are Downtown, $16.50 per person, Midtown, $18.50 per person, Buckhead, $30 per person. They offer discounts for groups of three or more and 5 percent off services every Thursday. Reserve through www.airportperimeterconnection.com, (404) 761-0260.




Non-Metro Shuttles

Other firms transport passengers out of town or out of state.

Groome Transportation offers service to Athens ($49), Macon, $49; Warner Robins, $53; and Columbus, $60. Shuttles depart seven days a week on the hour from 2:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., depending on the destination. Reservations are advised and can be booked online at groometransportation.com. Shuttles depart from the second island ground transportation at the west exit from baggage claim on either side.






OTHER AREA AIRPORTS


	DEKALB-PEACHTREE AIRPORT

	3915 Clairmont Rd.

	(770) 936-5440

	dekalbcountyga.gov/airport

	DeKalb-Peachtree is a general aviation airport near I-85 in DeKalb County. Known by the initials PDK, the airport, built on the site of the World War II location of the Atlanta Naval Air Station (and World War I location of Camp Gordon), is the second busiest in Georgia and the 50th busiest of its kind in the United States. The airport has no commercial or scheduled flights; most users are corporate aircraft.

	 Private individuals can land at PDK; the tower telefrequency is 120.9. There is no landing fee, but ramp fees, if fuel is not purchased, and overnight fees, which vary by size of craft, are charged. Aircraft of 75,000 pounds or more PPR must get prior authorization for landing. Ten flight schools based at the airport provide lessons.




	FULTON COUNTY AIRPORT-BROWN FIELD

	3952 Aviation Circle

	(404) 613-4092

	www.airnav.com/airport/KFTY

	This 600-acre general aviation facility, known locally as Charlie Brown, is owned by Fulton County. It has three active runways and is used by many domestic and international corporate aircraft and also by state and federal government planes. Like DeKalb-Peachtree Airport, Brown Field is available to private aircraft and charges no landing fees. Ramp fees, if fuel is not purchased, and overnight fees apply. There is one flying school based at the airport. The tower telefrequency is 118.5. The airport’s location is convenient to I-20 and I-285.




	McCollum Airport

	1723 McCollum Pkwy., Kennesaw

	(976) 422-4300

	www.cobbcounty.org/transportation/airport

	Located at the foot of Kennesaw Mountain in Cobb County, McCollum Airport also serves general aviation and corporate aircraft. Its official name is Cobb County International Airport–McCollum Field and it charges no landing fees for transient aircraft up to 6,000 pounds (0600–2059 hrs.); transient aircraft up to 6,000 pounds (2100–0559 hrs.) cost $10, transient aircraft greater than 6,000 pounds (24 hrs.) cost $2 per 1,000 pounds. Several flying schools are based at the airport. The tower telefrequency is 125.9. The airport’s location is convenient to I-75 and Cobb Parkway (US 41).






RAILWAYS AND TRAILWAYS


	Amtrak Brookwood Station

	1688 Peachtree St. NW

	(404) 881-3067 or (800) 872-7245

	www.amtrak.com

	Amtrak’s long, silver trains stop at Brookwood Station at the corner of Peachtree and Deering Road, just north of the Peachtree overpass across the Downtown Connector. Famous Atlanta architect Neel Reid designed the building, which was the smaller of Atlanta’s two passenger rail terminals and was once considered to be located in the suburbs. In 1925, 142 passenger trains rolled through Brookwood each day.

	 Today, Amtrak’s Crescent line stops here. Atlanta enjoys daily service of one train each to and from New York’s Penn Station and daily service to and from New Orleans with stops along the way.

	 Arriving passengers should note that the Amtrak station is at a very busy corner—take care crossing the streets, especially if you’re lugging lots of overpacked bags. When you walk out of the Amtrak station and face Peachtree Street, Downtown will be to your right; Buckhead will be to your left. If you’re not being met and your destination is not nearby, you can take a rideshare or cab (which you can easily get at the station) or take MARTA.

	 To take MARTA downtown from Brookwood Station, wait at the bus stop on the same side of the street and take the 23 Lenox/Arts Center bus southbound ($2.50 exact change if you don’t have a Breeze Card; it runs frequently throughout the day and evening) to the Arts Center MARTA station. No transfer is necessary to board the train (southbound to Downtown; northbound to Buckhead).




	Greyhound Bus Lines

	232 Forsyth St. SW

	(404) 584-1728, (800) 231-2222

	www.greyhound.com

	Greyhound runs about 330 buses a day out of Atlanta. In addition to the main terminal, which is downtown near the Garnett Street MARTA station, the company operates bus stations from Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson Airport, Gainesville, Marietta, and Norcross in the metro area. Not all buses stop at all the suburban stations.

	 Tickets may be purchased by phone or online with a credit card. To travel on shorter notice, you must make your reservations at a Greyhound terminal.




	FLIX BUS

	232 Forsyth St. SW

	www.flixbus.com/bus/atlanta-ga

	Flix Bus is a popular service in Europe which expanded to the United States in 2018. It purchased Greyhound in 2021 and a ticket on Flix Bus could result in travel on a Greyhound bus. Service is offered between Atlanta and destinations across the US. It operates out of the Greyhound terminal. Tickets must be purchased online.




	MEGABUS

	232 Forsyth St. SW

	us.megabus.com

	Megabus is an inexpensive bus option offering limited service between Atlanta and Athens, Atlanta and Miami, and Atlanta and Orlando. Other cities can be reached via these city connections. Fares start as low as $1.
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This was, indeed, a curious spot to build a town. Unlike any of the previously established European-style cities in the New World, the wilderness that was to become Atlanta had few redeeming qualities to white settlers—deep in the northwest Georgia woods, more than 1,000 feet above sea level, near no commercially navigable waterway, on land of marginal agricultural value in an area sporadically settled and hunted by the sometimes-hostile Cherokee and Creek Nations, and on land that a federal treaty declared permanently “Indian territory.” Even to the ancient Native American nations, little seemed attractive about the area surrounding what some called “Hog Ridge”; although Native Americans had lived in and around the future glittering downtown area for some 8,000 years, by the early 19th century, no village stood on this spot.

But in the early 1800s, Georgia, the largest state east of the Mississippi River, badly needed a better transportation corridor between the coastal ports and towns to the interior trade routes along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers in order to become commercially competitive with other states. In 1826, state surveyors began mapping out possible routes between the state capital of Milledgeville and the river port of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Initially, some thought was given to building a grand canal between the two towns, but the first survey of the rocky, mountainous terrain dashed that idea.

Instead, in 1837 engineers for the Western & Atlantic Railroad surveyed a route from Chattanooga southeast to a hilltop spot 7 miles east of the Chattahoochee River, at a point where three tall granite ridges converged. Here, the new line was to link with the planned extension of the Georgia Railroad from Augusta and Milledgeville, as well as planned extensions of railroads from other parts of the state. In what today would seem an unacceptable damper on free-market competition, that same year the state legislature voted to fund and build the new rail line, in direct competition with other railroad companies also planning to move into the newly opened territory.

The tiny railroad settlement atop the granite ridgeline had a humble beginning. Even its name—Terminus—said this was the end of the line. “The terminus,” declared W&A engineer Stephen Long in 1837, “will be a good location for one tavern, a blacksmith shop, a grocery store, and nothing else.”

In fact, as unbelievable as it would have seemed at the time, little Terminus (briefly called Marthasville, then Atlanta) was already on its way to becoming the economic and cultural center of the southern United States. Just 20 years after regular train service began, Atlanta was linked by rail to Chattanooga, Tennessee; Augusta, Georgia; Macon, Georgia; Mobile, Alabama; and many points beyond.

Because the tracks made it a crossroads in the quickly booming overland transportation industry, Atlanta evolved from the start as a new kind of town: an inland port. People, goods, money, and news were always moving through. The constant flow of travelers and rough-and-ready railroad men gave the town a bawdy flavor. The first tavern opened in 1835; the first church-and-schoolhouse had to wait until 1845. In the first mayoral election in 1848, the temperance candidate was defeated by a Decatur Street tinsmith and still-maker backed by the Free and Rowdy Party. The name of the town itself is a reflection of this heritage—it is the coined feminine version of “Atlantic,” to designate the depot of the Western & Atlantic Railroad.

From the very beginning, Atlanta promoted itself as a modern city, different from the tradition-bound South. Atlanta’s bustling, forward-looking spirit is well evidenced in the following two items quoted by Norman Shavin and Bruce Galphin in their excellent illustrated history, Atlanta: Triumph of a People. An educator who arrived in 1847 found the citizens quite welcoming, noting that they “bow and shake hands with everybody they meet, as there are so many coming in all the time that they cannot remember with whom they are acquainted.” And an 1859 city directory boasted, “Our people show their democratic impulses by each allowing his neighbor to attend to his own business, and our ladies are even allowed to attend to their domestic and household affairs without being ruled out of respectable society.” Between 1850 and 1860 Atlanta’s population swelled from 2,500 to nearly 10,000.


THE CIVIL WAR

But proud Atlanta’s shining rails were about to be twisted into its noose. The US Civil War was the first war in history in which railroads played a major role, and Atlanta beat as the iron heart of the Confederacy, with its factories, supply depots, and interconnecting rail lines pumping soldiers and supplies to battlefronts across the South. In the unsentimental eyes of Union major general William Tecumseh Sherman, the small city represented just as much a threat to his army as any military force. He held a burning, very personal antipathy toward Georgia, and Atlanta in particular, which meshed well with his ideas about “total war.” Years of seeing the words “Atlanta Depot” stenciled on the sides of captured supply wagons and containers convinced him that the road to and from Atlanta needed not only to be taken but also laid to waste so that it could never again be used against the Union. An added benefit was that this “scorched earth” policy would horrify and subdue the populace, who might otherwise engage his forces in guerrilla warfare or other harassing actions.

By the late spring of 1864, Atlantans knew Sherman was on the march from the Tennessee border and that he had set his sights on their city, but most were confident that Confederate lieutenant general Joseph Eggleston Johnston’s Army of Tennessee would halt the advance. Besides, most believed that the city, circled by two and sometimes three rings of fortifications, a total of 10 miles of sharpened stakes (called “abatis”), rifle pits, and forts with several hundred heavy cannons, would never fall. In fact, the fortifications did hold: Not a single Union soldier fought his way across them. (Ironically, a Yankee designed them: Colonel Lemuel P. Grant was a brilliant civil engineer who moved south in the railroad-building prewar years. Today, Grant Park, home to Zoo Atlanta, bears his name.)

By late June the city’s bravado was replaced by dread as the booming battles, now within easy earshot of the city, grew louder every day. After suffering about 14,000 casualties in the three main July battles around the city (Peachtree Creek, East Atlanta, and Ezra Church), Confederate troops were forced to withdraw from offensive actions and take refuge inside the city’s fortifications.

On July 20, four 20-pounder Parrott rifles of Union captain Francis DeGress were set up near today’s Piedmont Hospital on Peachtree Road, and soon began firing the first of thousands of artillery shells into the city itself. The first shell exploded at the intersection of Ivy and East Ellis Streets, killing a young girl who had been walking with her parents past Frank P. Rice’s lumber dealership on the northwest corner. Shelling continued for several weeks at the rate of one round every 15 minutes, increasing to a much higher rate from time to time as more and more Union batteries came online, while terrified residents cowered in makeshift bomb shelters and watched their food supplies rapidly dwindle.



Close-up


Headstrong Heroine

She was small, but it’s said she enjoyed corn liquor, cigarettes, and a good dirty joke. Peggy Mitchell was a popular features writer when she left the Atlanta Journal in 1926 to nurse an injured ankle and make a life with her new husband. In response to his persistent suggestions, she began a novel.

Born in 1900 in a house that had been spared from Sherman’s torch, Mitchell was fascinated by the Civil War and spent many childhood hours listening to the harrowing tales of its elderly survivors. So vivid were their recollections that Mitchell thought the war had ended just before she was born, and she was utterly astonished at age 10 when some Black farm workers broke the news to her that the South had actually lost the war.

Typing at the table she used as a desk, dressed in her husband’s baggy clothes, and wearing a writer’s green eyeshade, Margaret Mitchell spent 10 years writing a novel (originally called Another Day, then Tomorrow Is Another Day) about a strong-willed Southern girl of Irish descent (originally named Pansy O’Hara) who came of age in the last days before the war, survived the destruction of Atlanta, and grew rich during Reconstruction.

Mitchell began by writing the novel’s last chapter. When visitors came calling, she hid the growing stacks of manuscripts under a large towel, for she jealously guarded her privacy and shuddered to think that anyone would find the novel autobiographical. (In fact, the twice-married, headstrong Mitchell had much in common with her plucky heroine.)

Most reluctantly, Mitchell gave the ragtag manuscript to a Macmillan agent scouting the South for new writers in 1935; she then immediately panicked and wired him: “Send the manuscript back. I’ve changed my mind.” But it was too late. The agent, like the millions and millions of readers who followed him, was instantly hooked.

Gone With the Wind sold 50,000 copies on the first day it was offered. In the years since, it has sold more than 28 million copies around the world and remains the best-selling novel of all time. David O. Selznick paid $50,000 for the movie rights; the December 15, 1939, world premiere in Atlanta was a spectacular event reported around the globe; the movie won 10 Academy Awards and by its 50th anniversary, had grossed more than $840 million.

Mitchell’s modern outlook and ideas caused minor scandals more than once, so it’s easy to understand the bewilderment she expressed in a 1936 letter. “Being a product of the Jazz Age, being one of those short-haired, short-skirted, hard-boiled women who preachers said would go to hell or be hanged before they were thirty, I am naturally a little embarrassed at finding myself the incarnated spirit of the old South!”

In a letter written the year before GWTW’s 1936 publication, Mitchell confided, “In a weak moment, I have written a book. . . .” It was a book that catapulted its author to international celebrity and forever affected the way the world thought of her hometown.







Although barely 25 years old and still considered somewhat of a frontier town in the recently Indian territory of northern Georgia, Atlanta was both the logistics center of the Confederacy and the center of attention for most of the fighting in the Western Theater of the Civil War.

Frustrated by his inability to starve or force the Confederate army out of the city’s fortifications, Sherman ordered his artillery to increase their rate of fire. On August 1, after a disastrous attempt to defeat the Confederates in an assault west of the city, at Utoy Creek, he sent for large artillery guns and plenty of ammunition. Two 30-pounder Parrott rifles, specifically for building destruction, were brought in from Chattanooga, and eight huge 4.5-inch siege guns were brought in and mounted by August 8. On August 9, Sherman ordered every battery within range to open fire, “and make the inside of Atlanta too hot to be endured.” That day alone more than 5,000 shells slammed into the city’s heart. Sherman kept the intense bombardment up for more than two weeks, gradually wearing away the strength and endurance of the hollow-eyed soldiers within the city fortifications. During the war years Atlanta’s population had swelled to nearly 30,000, but most civilians left the city for safer points south before the bombardment really increased. At least 500 families stayed for various reasons and suffered along with the soldiers. Twenty of their number were killed by the Union shells, including Solomon Luckie, a well-liked freed Black barber, killed by a bursting shell next to a lamppost near today’s Five Points (the original damaged lamppost still exists, and can be seen in the walkway between Underground Atlanta and the Five Points MARTA station).

Then, suddenly, on August 25 all the guns fell silent. Confederate commander John Bell Hood (who had replaced the beloved Johnston just before the battle of Peachtree Creek) hoped for a moment that Sherman had given up and was withdrawing, but his hopes were dashed when word came of yet another Union attack. Sherman had sent nearly half his total force around the west of Atlanta, to sweep down on the Atlanta & West Point Railroad 9 miles southwest of East Point. Hood could not hope to muster any sort of force to stop them, but pulled nearly his entire army out of Atlanta to try and protect the last remaining railway south of the city, leaving one-third of his badly weakened army, along with “old men and boys” of the Georgia Militia, to hold the city lines.

After unsuccessfully fighting Sherman’s huge force over two bloody days at Jonesboro, the Confederates realized their hopeless plight and abandoned Atlanta for good on the night of September 1. As they withdrew, Hood ordered the destruction of everything of military value that he could not take with him, including 81 freight cars full of ammunition, seven locomotives, and the Atlanta rolling mill—one of only two factories in the South that could turn out badly needed iron rails.

After the mayor’s formal surrender on September 2, Atlanta became a Union camp. Sherman ordered the remaining civilians expelled from the city: A total of 1,644 people were forced out to face more hardships farther south. This action, although sound from a purely military point of view, further hardened Southern hatred of the “blue suits.” Hood, after exchanging a series of rude notes with Sherman over his treatment of the noncombatants, summed up these feelings well: “We will fight you to the death,” he wrote back to Sherman, “better die a thousand deaths than submit to live under you.”

Preparing to leave Atlanta in mid-November for an attempt to capture Savannah, Sherman gave orders that anything of “military value” in north Georgia be destroyed by his troops gathering for the march south. Rome, Acworth, and Marietta were all consigned to the torch, and soon little was visible of the once-pretty small towns but heaps of smoldering ruins and lonely chimneys standing like pickets. Atlanta was next. The railroad roundhouse, factories, warehouses, residences, and masonry buildings were soon battered down by demolition gangs to piles of rubble. Under other buildings Union soldiers piled stacks of mattresses, oil-soaked wagon parts, broken fence rails, and just about anything else that would burn. Atop everything they piled artillery shot and shells abandoned by Hood’s retreating army. In a touch of irony, sentries were then posted to prevent “unauthorized” acts of arson.

Finally ready to move out of Atlanta, Sherman ordered “everything of military value” to be set on fire late on the afternoon of November 15. The “authorized” fires were first confined to factories and warehouses containing Hood’s abandoned supplies. An early evening wind soon built up the fires, and with spraying sparks and burning cinders in every direction, the fires spread like, well, wildfire. Pleased by the sight of the soon out-of-control fires raging through the city, Sherman was moved to remark only that he supposed the flames could be visible from Griffin, about 45 miles to the south.

As the huge fire built and built, block after block literally exploded into flame, the thick smoke choking the Union soldiers who clapped and danced with glee among the ruins, barely waiting until the flames died down to start their looting and drunken revelry once again. What initially escaped the “authorized” fires did not escape these undisciplined wretches away from their officers, who helped spread the flames by burning homes and businesses to cover up their crimes. In the midst of the chaotic riot, the 33rd Massachusetts Regimental Band stood, calmly and righteously playing “John Brown’s Soul Goes Marching On.” Union major George Ward Nichols, Sherman’s aide-de-camp, remarked without a hint of sarcasm that he had “never heard that noble anthem when it was so grand, so solemn, so inspiring.”

Other Union soldiers and officers viewed the destruction differently, remarking that the burning and looting of private property was not necessary and a “disgraceful piece of business.” Another summed up the view more widely held by their Confederate opponents: “We hardly deserve success.”

As the flames died down overnight, dawn on November 16 revealed that more than 4,100 of the 4,500 buildings in town, including every single business, had been leveled by the flames and rioting Union troops. Sherman mounted his horse, Sam, and slowly led his 60,598 men out of the ruined city, bound for Savannah and the Atlantic Ocean. One month shy of the 17th anniversary of its incorporation as a city, Atlanta lay in ruins.




RISING FROM THE ASHES

“Throughout the South for fifty years there would be bitter-eyed women who looked backward, to dead times, to dead men, evoking memories that hurt and were futile, bearing poverty with bitter pride because they had those memories. But Scarlett was never to look back.”

—Chapter 25, Gone With the Wind

The numbers tell the tragic tale: The Civil War claimed more than 618,000 American lives, more than the combined US losses of every other American war (except World War II). That bloody spring and summer of 1864, 4,423 Union troops and 3,044 Confederates were killed in combat action in the Atlanta Campaign, with another 41,774 being wounded and 17,335 captured or missing on both sides. Several thousand more on both sides died of disease, hunger, and wounds during and after the grand campaign.

After Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865, and Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s surrender of the pitiful remnants of the western armies that defended Georgia on April 26, a pall of misery and destitution hung heavy over once-haughty Dixie. But Atlanta, like the spitfire heroine who would symbolize the city in Margaret Mitchell’s novel 70 years later, got on with life. The South was split into five military governorships and, as the headquarters of the third Military District under US general John Pope, Atlanta was again at the center of things. Federal troops continued to occupy the city for the better part of 10 years.

The railroads had been wrecked in the war, as Union soldiers ripped up the rails, roasted them over fires, and twisted them into what were called “Sherman’s neckties.” But with help from the army, newly liberated Black workers, and Northern investors, the four rail lines were restored in just two years, and a new line was working its way to Charlotte, North Carolina, by 1869.

Life was tough in the harsh winter of 1864–65, and a smallpox epidemic swept through in 1866. Even so, the town was struggling back to civilization. Theatrical performances resumed in 1865, and by 1866 the reborn city boasted two opera houses. That October, a 75-member touring company presented Italian grand opera on three consecutive nights, although the steep ticket price ($2) kept many Atlantans away.

In 1868, the Georgia capital was relocated to Atlanta from Milledgeville, a decision that was ratified in a popular referendum in 1877. By 1867, 250 stores were open in the city. Atlanta was home to 21,000 people in 1870 and to 37,000 in 1880.

The signs of progress were everywhere. In 1871 the first horse-drawn streetcar began to service a 2-mile route. In the 1870s the city inaugurated free mail delivery and a downtown garbage collection service.

In 1886 Atlanta produced what remains its most famous export. John Pemberton, a Marietta Street pharmacist, blended a “brain tonic” with a secret recipe of extracts from the coca plant and kola nuts. When a customer happened to order his Coca-Cola syrup with soda instead of plain water, the world’s favorite soft drink was born. Dr. Pemberton sold ownership of his product for $2,300 to entrepreneur Asa Candler in 1887. Available only in Atlanta and only at soda fountains at first, Coca-Cola soon spread across the South and the nation. By 1899 the company was shipping 300,000 gallons of syrup a year and beginning to sell the premixed drink in bottles.

In 1890, the city had 65,000 residents, only 12 percent of whom had called the “first” Atlanta home. In the South only Richmond, Virginia; Nashville, Tennessee; and New Orleans, Louisiana, were larger than Atlanta. By 1894 electricity, not mules, powered the streetcars.

Foreshadowing the importance of the modern-day convention business, Atlanta hosted large expositions in 1881, 1887, and 1895, attracting international attention and investment. General Sherman himself came to the 1881 exposition; President Grover Cleveland attended the 1887 fair. The Liberty Bell was displayed at the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition, which attracted nearly a million visitors in its three-month run and boldly included pavilions celebrating the progress and accomplishments of Blacks and women. The latter two fairs were held on the site of the present Piedmont Park, which was purchased by the city for $93,000.

For Atlanta history buffs, the ultimate resource is Atlanta and Environs, by Franklin M. Garrett. The noted historian of the Atlanta History Center, who died in early 2000, published his two-volume, 1,070-page work in 1954. In 1987, Harold M. Martin wrote the tome’s 620-page third volume, which recounts the city’s history through the 1970s. Garrett’s knowledge of Atlanta’s history was so complete that in all the years he hosted the popular “Stump Franklin” nights at the Atlanta History Center, only once was he unable to answer a question from the audience.




THE DAWNING OF A NEW CENTURY

As the 20th century dawned, Atlanta’s population stood at 90,000; by 1910, it had jumped to 155,000.

Atlanta’s African-American population grew rapidly during the war years as slaves were ordered in to aid the Confederacy, and many of these new citizens returned to make their homes in the city after the war. By 1870 the Black community was five times larger than it had been in 1860. By 1890, African Americans made up 43 percent of the population and 50 percent of the workforce.

Northern missionaries and other reformers started Freedmen’s Schools to educate ex-slaves and their children. (One such school operated in a boxcar divided into classrooms.) This early movement planted the seeds that made Atlanta a center of Black higher education, and today the Atlanta University Center is the largest consortium of historically African-American colleges in the nation.

Even in the days of enforced racial separation, Atlanta prided itself on being a town with the good sense to put business before prejudice—although it was not always successful. On September 22, 1906, a white mob, enraged by inflammatory newspaper reports of numerous “outrages” against white women, attacked and murdered Blacks and burned Black homes. Order was not fully restored until September 27, and the rioting left a dozen Blacks and several whites dead. The white rampage, reported throughout the nation and in Europe, badly damaged Atlanta’s emerging reputation.

In the wake of the riot, much of Atlanta’s African-American business community withdrew to Auburn Avenue (then called Wheat Street). Auburn became Atlanta’s other main street, offering a full range of retail, service, and entertainment concerns as well as religious and social organizations. Among its most successful businesses was Atlanta Life Insurance Co., founded by Alonzo Herndon, an ex-slave and sharecropper who built a lucrative barber business and became Atlanta’s first African-American millionaire. In 1956 Fortune magazine called Auburn “the richest Negro street in the world.”




CIVIL RIGHTS

It was only natural that Atlanta, long a center of Black culture and education, would become a center of civil rights activities in the tumultuous 1960s. And although integration was certainly a contentious issue, forward-thinking Black and white leaders helped Atlanta avoid the eruptions of violence that tore apart so many US cities in those years. It was tough, but Atlanta lived up to Mayor William Hartsfield’s boast in a 1959 Newsweek article: “Atlanta is a city too busy to hate.”

At the center of the civil rights movement throughout its most dramatic years was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He was born in a modest frame house on Auburn Avenue on January 15, 1929. A gifted student, he was admitted to Morehouse College at age 15 and earned his doctorate from Boston University in 1955. After leading the successful drive to desegregate buses in Montgomery, Alabama, King returned to Atlanta in 1960 as president and cofounder of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and co-pastor (with his father) of Ebenezer Baptist Church.

In October 1960, King and 51 others were arrested when they staged a sit-in to protest segregation at Rich’s department store; in all, some 180 people went to jail. Most refused to post bail in order to attract attention to their demands. King’s arrest was especially problematic because he was on probation for driving without a Georgia license (his license was from Alabama). His probation was revoked, and he was sentenced to six months in the state penitentiary. Presidential candidate John F. Kennedy quietly intervened personally to secure King’s early release.

In Atlanta, as in most Southern communities, the desegregation of public schools was hotly debated. But here integration proceeded far more smoothly than in many cities. On August 30, 1961, nine Black students made history by enrolling in formerly all-white high schools. That afternoon President Kennedy publicly congratulated the city, urging other communities “to look closely at what Atlanta has done and to meet their responsibility, as the officials of Atlanta and Georgia have done, with courage, tolerance and, above all, respect for the law.”

To the chagrin of many conservatives, King was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1964. Although still a very controversial figure in his hometown, King was honored with a banquet staged by city leaders, Coca-Cola magnate Robert W. Woodruff among them.

On April 4, 1968, an assassin’s bullet stilled King’s voice for peace and progress. Gripped by grief and rage, more than 100 US cities exploded in violence, but Atlanta, again, was spared. The eyes of the world focused on the city on April 9, when hundreds of thousands watched King’s cortege make its way slowly from Ebenezer Baptist Church to Morehouse College, where president emeritus Dr. Benjamin E. Mays said, “To be honored by being requested to give the eulogy at the funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King is like asking one to eulogize his deceased son, so close and so precious was he to me.”

Today King’s body rests in an elevated marble tomb at the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change on Auburn Avenue, near his boyhood home and beside his church. The Center lies within the boundaries of the 42-acre Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site and welcomes about a million visitors each year, making it one of the city’s leading tourist attractions. He’s entombed beside his widow, Coretta Scott King, who died in 2006.

After King’s death, Atlanta continued to make important strides toward social justice. In 1974, 35-year-old Maynard Jackson became the youngest mayor in Atlanta’s history and the first African American to head a major Southern city. Jackson’s aunt, Metropolitan Opera soprano Mattiwilda Dobbs, performed at his inauguration; she had refused to sing in Atlanta when audiences here were segregated.

The atmosphere fostered by the coalition of civil rights leaders and white liberals made the city a progressive oasis in conservative Georgia. Even as some affluent whites fled the city for the suburbs in the 1960s and ’70s, many more people took their places. Flower children, gays and lesbians, peace activists, and a variety of intellectuals and nonconformists made their homes here, eager to live in a harmonious and evolving integrated urban environment.

For years the city’s politics remained decidedly left-leaning. In the 1970s, Atlanta was a center of antiwar activity: Presidential candidate Senator George McGovern once led a peace march down Auburn Avenue with Mayor Sam Massell. In the 1980s, Atlanta was deeply involved in the fight to free South Africa. Former political prisoner Nelson Mandela was wildly received by an enormous throng at Georgia Tech’s Bobby Dodd Stadium when he came here to thank the city in 1990. In the 1990s, His Holiness Tenzin Gaytso, the 14th Dalai Lama and exiled leader of Tibet, began regular visits to Atlanta, culminating in the establishment of both a Tibetan Buddhist center and an associated Department of Buddhist Studies at Emory University. And each October, the mayor proclaims Lesbian and Gay Pride Week in recognition of that community’s contributions to the city’s life.

One high-profile and unusually divisive issue was the matter of the Georgia state flag. The Georgia Legislature modified the flag in 1956, in what some sources indicate was a defiant anti-integration gesture, to include the Confederate battle emblem, the well-known “Southern Cross” (other sources indicate this was done as part of the 100th anniversary commemorations of the Civil War). After a movement to remove it initially failed in the state legislature, Atlanta City Council acted on its own, banishing the banner from City Hall and replacing it (on February 4, 1993) with the pre-1956 flag, which contains a lesser-known Confederate symbol, the “Stars and Bars” (part of the 1st Confederate National Flag). In January 2001, with little public notice and under threats of economic boycotts like South Carolina had suffered, Georgia governor Roy Barnes introduced legislation to change the state flag, which was quickly passed with little debate by both houses of the state legislature, and just as quickly signed into law by the governor.

Since 1998, Hartsfield-Jackson has earned the label each year as the busiest airport in the world. On average, it handles 2,100 arrivals and departures a day, transporting 286,000 passengers daily.

While the 2000 presidential elections provided high drama and controversy to the nation, the 2002 Georgia gubernatorial elections proved even more shocking to the Peach State. Although vastly outnumbered in the fundraising department by incumbent Governor Barnes, and given little initial chance of even appearing in double digits in the final vote tallies, Sonny Perdue of the tiny middle-Georgia town of Bonaire was elected as Georgia’s first Republican governor since Reconstruction. An unlikely coalition of classroom teachers, old-Georgia-flag supporters, and “transplanted” Northern Republicans is widely credited with bringing this sea change to Georgia politics, which also saw Republicans gain unprecedented majorities in the Georgia legislature and occupy both US Senate seats.

Georgia was again a national focal point in the 2020 presidential elections when Joe Biden won the state by a narrow margin over incumbent Donald Trump and both US Senate seats went to the Democrats. Accusations of improprieties in voting set off a firestorm of election disputes with Governor Brian Kemp going head-to-head against Trump to defend the state’s electoral process.

State politics aside, Atlanta’s elected city officials generally weigh in on the side of the Democrats. Every mayor since the 1920s has been a Democrat, including the present mayor.




USHERING IN THE JET AGE

If Atlanta was born in 1837 on the day the Western & Atlantic surveyors drove in the “zero milepost” that marked the end of the rail line, modern Atlanta was born in 1925 on the day the city took a five-year, rent-free lease on an abandoned auto racetrack in Hapeville, 10 miles south of town, promising to develop the overgrown 287-acre site as an airfield.

Interest in flying built slowly at first. Atlanta was already at the center of a web of tracks and roads; aviation was more of an expensive curiosity than a major factor in transportation. But when young William Hartsfield looked at planes, he saw the future. First as an alderman, then as Atlanta’s mayor for 22 years, Hartsfield pushed for improvements in aviation. By the early 1930s, Atlanta had the second-largest number of air routes in the country.

From the beginning, the demand for aviation services far outstripped Candler Field’s capacity. More land was acquired, runways added, and better facilities built, but the booming aviation business quickly outgrew each improvement. In 1955, two million passengers passed through the airport, making it the busiest in the nation. A $21 million, ultramodern facility (the largest single terminal building in the country) opened in 1961. It, too, was quickly too small.

In January 1977, work began on the world’s largest terminal building at the airport (now renamed Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport to honor both the mayor whose vision had readied Atlanta for the jet age and the mayor who oversaw its expansion). The project cost a half-billion dollars and took more than three years to complete. Throughout construction, normal operations continued. The new Hartsfield, built around a space-age, automated people-moving system 40 feet underground, opened to much fanfare on September 21, 1980. Hartsfield-Jackson is home to Delta Air Lines, the world’s largest airline, a title it earned after merging with Northwest Airlines in 2008. Delta offers over 1,000 flights to 225 domestic and international destinations a day out of the airport. In 2022, it carried more than 190 million passengers to 350 destinations in 50 countries. And Atlanta remains its hub.

As the world’s busiest airport, Hartsfield-Jackson continues to evolve and grow. A separate car rental facility opened in fall 2009, and the 930,000-square-foot Maynard Holbrook Jackson Jr. International Terminal building was completed in 2012. In 2024, work began on a $1.4 billion project which includes expansion of Concourse D. Additionally, the airport is working in phases to replace the aging parking decks and increase the number of spaces to 5,700.




ACCOMMODATING ATLANTANS AND THE WORLD

Throughout recent decades, Atlanta has continued to acquire the high-visibility accessories of a world-class city and to host events of international interest.

The city built an arts center with the largest regional theater in the Southeast and a symphony hall; a 16,000-seat coliseum; a baseball stadium; a 2.5-million-square-foot convention center; and a professional sports stadium with a retractable roof. Atlantans even pulled together in 1976 to prevent the destruction of the lavish, 4,678-seat Fox Theatre, built in 1929, and now one of the nation’s few surviving grand movie palaces.

[image: ]

In 1966, Atlanta became the first city ever to acquire professional baseball (the Braves) and football (the Falcons) teams in the same year. Professional basketball (the Hawks) followed in 1968, along with the city’s first professional hockey team in 1972 (that team, the Flames, left for Calgary in 1980, and another team, the Thrashers, began play in 1999, leaving for Winnipeg in 2011). Atlanta’s Omni complex was the site of the 1988 National Democratic Convention, which was watched worldwide. It was replaced by Philips Arena in 1999—later named State Farm Arena. The city’s Georgia Dome hosted Super Bowl XXVIII in 1994 and XXXIV in 2000. It was replaced by Mercedes-Benz Stadium, which hosted Super Bowl LIII in 2019 and is slated again for Super Bowl LXII in 2028.

The unbelievable happened in 1990, when Atlanta shocked the world by overcoming stiff competition and winning the 1996 Olympics, the 100th anniversary of the modern Olympic Games. At first, all seemed to be theory and planning. But in 1994 the Olympics began to change Atlanta’s silhouette.

Atlantans watched the Olympic Village rise on the west side of the Downtown Connector, and we saw the mammoth Olympic stadium take shape right beside Atlanta–Fulton County Stadium, then the home of the Braves. The number of international visitors, which was always significant, seemed to skyrocket as people from around the world showed up for an advance look at the Olympic city.

Preparing to welcome the world was quite a tall order, but Atlanta had plenty of practice. The still-rebuilding city hosted a major exposition just 17 years after it was burned to the ground. Atlantans and Georgians from across the state responded to the challenges of the Olympics with energy and enthusiasm. Though it lasted for only two weeks in that summer of 1996, the Olympics remain a milestone event for many who eagerly share their remembrances of the excitement and pride that spilled into every street. The lasting legacy of the Games can be found in various locations around town. The trees in Centennial Park are much larger now, but kids still splash in the Olympic rings–shaped fountains at its heart and outdoor sculptures, murals, and other artworks adorn parks and street corners. The Olympic Cauldron was removed from its original location at the stadium and now stands a few blocks north at the corner of Capital Avenue and Fulton Street.

As for the stadium? It was converted to a baseball stadium and renamed Turner Field. The Atlanta Braves played there until 2016 when they moved north to Cobb County to what is now called Truist Park at the Battery. The Georgia State University Panthers now play football in the again renamed Center Parc.




NEW CENTURY, NEW BEGINNINGS

While the Olympics may be a distant memory for some, Atlanta’s ability to host such a large influx of people put it on the map for many. The city quickly proved itself as a popular destination for conventions, reunions, and tourists in general. Suddenly, Atlanta was a hot place to visit, or haven’t you noticed?

As 2000 ushered in a new century, Atlanta again went to work. The city used its Olympic notoriety to do a full court press and entice new businesses and new visitors. The building boom that ensued continues, and the transformation has resulted in entirely new skylines for Downtown, Midtown, and Buckhead. The area around Centennial Park now has residential buildings, and the development has stretched into a new popular Westside District.

The Georgia Dome was replaced in 2017 by a flashy new facility called Mercedes-Benz Stadium. It is home to the Atlanta Falcons football team as well as Atlanta United FC, a soccer club that began here in 2017. On any given evening, the Downtown area near the park is hopping.

While Buckhead has always been known for its expensive residential neighborhood, the business section that had cultivated a reputation as a place to crawl from bar to bar has transformed into a high-end live-work-play neighborhood called Buckhead Village.

But probably the most significant impact on Atlanta’s transformation began in the early part of the 21st century.

Remember that Atlanta’s first name was Terminus because it was built on railroads. Many of those old rail lines had long been abandoned—some for decades or even a century. Those unattractive, deserted rail spurs in many cases went through blighted neighborhoods and were considered useless.
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