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Sports Shorts


A Note from Uncle John


The bright lights of the stadium, the smell of hot dogs wafting through the stands, the cheering of fans on the edge of their bench seats, hoping to catch a glimpse of sports history in the making… there’s nothing better than watching the game—except watching it with sports trivia expert Uncle John. That’s why I published this fact-packed e-book, to guide you through the most incredible sports moments, record-breaking feats, and embarrassing failures. Even seasoned sports buffs will learn something about the origins of surfing and the World Cup, the science of football, the “dimness” of sports stars, and the answers to burning questions like “Why do most Americans play baseball, hockey, and golf right-handed, while most Canadians play lefty?” So get on your marks, and get set: It’s game time!


About the Series


Uncle John’s Facts to Go e-books feature the very best articles—along with all-new material—from the extensive Bathroom Reader line. Founded in 1988, the Bathroom Reader’s Institute has written more than 100 books that have collectively sold over 15 million copies. Today, Uncle John is the world’s most trusted name in trivia.
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SPACED-OUT SPORTS


There’s a fine line between stupid and surreal. The opening story of this e-book has crossed that line, but was then called for a 15-yard encroachment penalty and had to swim back to second base until the goalie scored three free throws.


“I dunno. I never smoked any Astroturf.”


—MLB pitcher Tug McGraw, when asked whether he preferred
grass or Astroturf


“Sandro’s holding his face. You can tell from that it’s a knee injury.”


—Soccer commentator Dion Dublin


“I am the most loyal player money can buy.”


—Don Sutton, pitcher for the L.A. Dodgers, Houston Astros,
Milwaukee Brewers, Oakland A’s, and California Angels


“In his interviews, [David] Beckham manages to sit on the fence very well and keeps both ears on the ground.”


—Irish soccer manager Brian Kerr


“There is one word in America that says it all, and that word is, ‘You never know.’”


—MLB pitcher Joaquín Andújar


“Cardiff’s owner is a billionaire. He’s worth about £850 million.”


—English cricket player Ronnie Irani


“I want all the kids to do what I do, to look up to me. I want all the kids to copulate me.”


—Chicago Cubs outfielder Andre Dawson, on being a role model


“You guys line up alphabetically by height.”


—Florida State University football coach Bill Peterson


“He treats us like men. He lets us wear earrings.”


—University of Houston receiver Torrin Polk, on his coach,
John Jenkins


“I don’t care what the tape says. I didn’t say it.”


—NFL coach Ray Malavasi


“I didn’t know big guys had groins. I’m finding out today that I actually have one.”


—Giants defensive tackle Norman Hand, after straining his groin


“He’s stupid while being stupid. You have to be smart while being stupid, and he’s dumb while being dumb.”


—Quarterback Erik Ainge, on former New York Jets teammate
Mark Sanchez


“My sister’s expecting a baby, and I don’t know if I’m going to be an uncle or an aunt.”


—North Carolina State basketball player Chuck Nevitt, explaining
to coach Jim Valvano why he was nervous at practice


“Sure, there have been injuries and deaths in boxing—but none of them serious.”


—World middleweight champion boxer Alan Minter


“Winfield goes back to the wall. He hits his head on the wall—and it rolls off! It’s rolling all the way to second base! This is a terrible thing for the Padres.”


—San Diego Padres radio announcer Jerry Coleman, describing a
fly ball hit by the opposing team


Heads up! Greeks and Romans used the heads of criminals and enemies as balls.
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PEEWEE MOMS GO WILD!


Have you ever seen moms get way too fired up for their kid’s game? Little League coach Vinny Roberto laments, “Parents go bananas…climbing on the fences and yelling at umpires.” Here are some times when shin guards weren’t enough—bodyguards were needed to fend off these attack moms.


CHIP OFF THE OL’ BLOCK


No one expected the drama that unfolded at one soccer game for kids under age 16 in Orange County, New York. When a player was disqualified for rough play, he ripped off his jersey and threw it in the referee’s face. After the game, his parents, still upset about the call, stalked the referee through the parking lot and confronted him. The mom was the worst offender; she yelled, swung at the ref, and pushed him as other families watched in disbelief. Fortuitously, a police car drove by, ending her tirade. She fled on foot. Town president Jay Anthony, who witnessed the event, said, “I’ve seen players do that, but never a parent. It was quite embarrassing.” None of the family members were named in news reports. The son was suspended from the league for two years.


TOTAL SHUTOUT


A mother of three in British Columbia annoyed so many people that a judge issued an unusual restraining order against her in 2014. It prevented her from contacting any third parties involved in her sons’ care (such as doctors or coaches), as well as officials of the NHL, the regional Western Hockey League, and a local hockey team. Why? Her 15- and 17-year-old sons are youth hockey stars, and the elder son had drawn the interest of the Vancouver Giants junior team—but the coaches told his dad that they couldn’t sign him because of his overbearing mom. She had sent hundreds of e-mails to hockey officials, lambasted Detroit Red Wings coach Mike Babcock for visiting one of her sons in the hospital, started disturbances at youth games, and even assaulted a coach. According to one coach, her “e-mails and the anxiety that they cause…are just too much to manage. I feel very unsafe and worried at the rink as we are not sure if [she] will show up and cause a problem.” The dad has sole custody of the kids and now handles their hockey schedules himself.


GEE, THANKS, MOM


In Ontario, Canada, a 2007 tournament soccer game turned sour when 39-year-old mother Sandra Gutierrez went ballistic on the referee for making a call she disagreed with. Bad: the game was for boys under age 8. Even worse: the ref was a 14-year-old girl. Gutierrez flew at the teenager, shouting like crazy, and when the teen’s dad tried to intervene, she punched him in the face. An off-duty police officer tried to break up the fight, but the wildcat mom actually scratched him. As the officer tried to arrest Gutierrez, her husband, Sergio Vazquez-Lopez, dragged the officer away. Finally both parents were arrested and charged with assault. The kicker? Their kid’s team had been winning the game, and did win 3–1, but due to the incident, the team withdrew from the tournament.


LITTLE LEAGUE, LARGE DILEMMA


After baseball practice one day in 2006, two mothers in Tenafly, New Jersey, got into an altercation. Apparently, Ellen Reichenberg was upset that her son hadn’t been picked for the all-star team. The argument escalated, with Reichenberg slapping another mom, Ricki Rosen, in the face. In response, the Little League board banned Reichenberg from attending games for an entire season. That’s where it got interesting: Rosen’s husband was on the Little League board, and Reichenberg was copresident of a local school organization, parent of three Little Leaguers, and had cancer. Thus began an epic battle between the Little League board, which tried to reprimand Reichenberg, and the city council, which sided with her.


Even after Reichenberg was found guilty of assault by a criminal court, the city council helped her fight the ban. In fact, the city threatened to end its sponsorship of the Little League, which would obstruct the kids’ games. A lawyer for the city noted that Reichenberg was very ill, and reasoned, “To deny a cancer-stricken woman the right to watch her young children play baseball seems grossly excessive and outright cruel.” Finally, two years later, the Little League board caved, and Reichenberg’s punishment was reduced to a two-week ban.


That long horn people blow at soccer matches is called a vuvuzela.
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WHERE’D THAT COME
FROM?


At the BRI we’re always asking questions, like “How does this work?” “Where did this come from?” and “Who came up with all this stuff?” So we searched through our vast sports library and came up with the following answers.


INSTANT REPLAY


In the early 1960s, CBS hired a young TV director, Tony Verna, who had worked on the 1960 Olympics, to direct broadcasts of football games. Verna kept looking for ways to make time-outs, huddles, and other gaps in the action more compelling to TV audiences…and he found one: He videotaped the game as it was being aired live, then rewound the tape to just before the beginning of the play to give viewers an “instant replay” of big moments in the game. Verna used the technique for the first time on December 7, 1963, for a broadcast of the Army vs. Navy football game in Philadelphia. Early video machines weighed 1,200 pounds and weren’t exactly portable, and there were lots of glitches—cameras were usually trained on quarterbacks and didn’t follow the action, for example. But Verna’s technique did catch a one-yard touchdown play in the fourth quarter. (As it was being replayed, commentator Lindsey Nelson said, “This is not live! Ladies and gentlemen, Army did not score again.”) In 1965 ABC added slow-motion replay to its baseball broadcasts. In 1986 the NFL adopted the technology, allowing referees to use it to review and even overturn their own calls.


THE ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORTS PROGRAMMING NETWORK (ESPN)


Before cable, sports fans had to wait until the weekend to find sports on TV. Everything changed when William Rasmussen, an announcer for the NHL’s Hartford Whalers, was laid off in 1978. With his new spare time, he started a venture based on his belief that die-hard fans would pay to have sports brought into their living rooms every day. He signed up for space on the RCA telecommunications satellite (which beamed signals to cable stations). Then he tried to raise money to pay for it. By the time ESPN debuted on September 7, 1979, the Getty Oil Company had bought 85 percent of the network for $10 million.


ESPN’s first broadcasts were of University of Connecticut games, but plans were in the works for bigger things: The network contracted with the NCAA to telecast hundreds of events nationally. College athletics remain the station’s bread and butter, though it now provides some coverage of professional sports and off-the-wall events like the World’s Strongest Man competition. ESPN is now owned by Disney.
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