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For Jim, my darling husband who makes life complete.


For my daughters, Jennifer and Jillian who continue to thrill me and make me proud every day!









You have tried the tarot, ruminated with the runes and are all angel carded out! Now try the less well known, the tribal, the forgotten and the truly bonkers! Divination, the art of prediction or psychic insight by use of supernatural means, can be accurate and fun!








Introduction


I am a professional clairvoyant and tarot reader and have enjoyed using many different forms of divination in my professional life. These seem to come to me rather than me searching them out. I had always been interested in the tarot and it was always the backbone of my readings, but when I first started out professionally, I had a paperweight that had Celtic knot work designs inscribed into it and every way I turned it I saw symbols that could be interpreted for the client. I never actually wrote down a system of how this worked, but basically it was a bit like reading a crystal ball with wavy lines in it! I became quite well known as the clairvoyant who read the ‘Celtic Crystal’ but I did find it tiring on the eyes. Then the Runes presented themselves and I learned as much as I could about them and incorporated them into the readings as well. Along the way, there were also divinatory relationships with Psycards, ribbons, pendulums, shamanic totem cards and other oracles. However, I have been very focused on the tarot and have even had two tarot books published. The tarot speaks to me! Its wonderful visuals captivate my third eye and give me answers from deep in my psyche. I actually use three tarot decks in every reading and also use the runes to pin down dates and times. My reading desk is quite busy! I do the same sort of reading that I have done for about 17 years. It works, I am happy with it and clients come back for more.


I believe that as clairvoyant I can see and predict without anything other than my third eye. However I do feel that a divinatory ‘tool’ can help back up what you are receiving, make it more accurate or simply give expanded access to a question or problem. I am sure a plumber could unblock your toilet without his toolkit but it might take longer and not be so pleasant an experience. Consequently, I feel that as a clairvoyant it is important to have a toolkit too. This is where divinatory tools, such as the tarot and runes, come in very handy. I could certainly do a reading without them but I don’t know if I would want to. They give me focus, extra information and look good. I feel that the client trusts the answer more if they can see that it is coming from somewhere and not simply out of apparent thin air.


Recently I was at lunch with a new business client and wasn’t officially working. However, in the course of the meeting something important came up that he wanted an answer about. I didn’t have my tarot cards with me (conscious decision: I am not working, just networking). I answered the question clairvoyantly and was very happy with my answer as it felt right and the client was happy. Then I panicked as I felt I hadn’t had my divinatory tool with me. I realized that I had actually used a focus to help me with my answer! I had looked quickly for a symbol in front of me and saw it very clearly in my lunch! Divination by Croque Monsieur! Not that I mentioned this to the client.


This then got me thinking about how divination was done in the days before tarot cards and so forth. I also remembered that my mum had told me that when she was a young woman she used to have her ‘fortune’ told by an old lady who read an egg. Basically, you would take an egg from home and sit with it in your hand until you were called. The lady would then break it into water and tell you what she saw for you. I had run a psychic development circle many years ago where we tried things like tea leaf reading and dowsing and I had forgotten not only the fun of this, but also how accurate some of it could be. Obviously this was dependent on the reader.


I felt it was time to revisit a time of past experimentation and also time to explore different forms of divination again. So, I decided to look at the ancient, the ‘maybe soon to be forgotten,’ the unusual, the taboo and the simply weird and bonkers! I would also endeavor to gather what was necessary to do some short readings with some weirder skills of divination with willing guinea pigs chosen from my Facebook page. I would also revisit my own experiences from the past when I actually used less well-known methods.


What followed was a journey into some very weird experiences, which was at times frustrating, but which was also enlightening and truly wonderful and sometimes just very absurd! All clients’ names have been changed but they are real people. I have been totally honest about the success or failure of my attempts and also about difficulties and embarrassments. I hope my experiences can help you choose a divination tool that suits you or more simply, that you become more open to challenging yourself and trying new things. Who knows…you could be the next big name in buttock reading!





Chapter 1


The Fancy ‘Mancies’


Most forms of divination end in the suffix ‘mancy.’ I didn’t realize that there were so many ‘mancies’ out there until I started to research. Some also have the suffix ‘graphy’ and some are hard to contemplate and even harder to pronounce! I had used a Croque Monsieur to help me back up a clairvoyant decision and had thought this odd. No! Food is in fact one of the most common ‘mancies’ out there. I felt instinctively drawn to oinomancy, the divinatory use of wine. That sounded such a good way to combine two obsessions, wine and divination, and nothing would go to waste! Yet, cromniomancy, using onions, didn’t quite appeal. Ovomancy, using eggs, was a definite after my mum’s stories and maybe even pessomancy, using beans. Tasseography or tea leaf reading seemed like fun and I had actually done this many years ago but stopped as most folk didn’t like cold, black tea and it was very messy with lots of washing up afterwards. So food divination definitely looked like something I wanted to explore.


But even better was divination using the body. Did you know that omphalomancy is the study of navels? Talk about navel gazing! Phrenology is the use of bumps on the head and moleosophy is the study of moles to give divinatory advice. The best one has to be gastromancy, or the sounds that the belly makes! I wasn’t up for spatulamancy, which involves skin, bone or poo! And to be truthful, I don’t like feet so podomancy was never going to happen! Using physiognomy or facial features could be fun but may be a bit disconcerting for the client who doesn’t like being stared at. Not any more so though than rumpology where their bottoms would be on show. Funnily enough, I quite fancied a go at that one! If Sylvester Stallone’s mum could do it, then why not me? There seemed to be safer ground using scrying or gazing at a reflective surface and psephomancy, which used marked or indented pebbles or stones. Gazing at earth and sand as in geomancy sounded fun too as did pyromancy or reading the meaning in fire.


I was also desperate to try bibliomancy, which is asking a question, opening a book and reading a sentence or word to give an answer. Although…what books to use? There may be very different answers using the Bible opposed to Fifty Shades of Grey! The mad dancer in me was thrilled to hear of gyromancy, where you whirl around until you are dizzy and then interpret where and how you fall. Combining this with oinomancy, the use of wine, looked even better! The list was endless but I was going to try to choose a few and take myself out of my tarot comfort zone.





Chapter 2


Food


How to Read an Egg (Ovomancy or oomancy)


My old mum had told me, many years ago, about how she went to a ‘fortune teller’ in Glasgow with a group of girl friends and they all had to take a fresh egg with them. There was much hilarity and nervousness among them and they received quite a few similar readings, for instance, most would marry a tall man and have two children. This may have been more to do with the clairvoyant’s ability than the particular type of reading. But I am used to the accuracy of the tarot and wondered if there could be similar by just reading the symbolism in an egg white floating in water.


I actually have had a shamanic healing and cleansing done using eggs. It was by a very trusted friend, a shaman, who wished to help me with gynecological problems. I bought six organic eggs and in the ceremony the eggs were held against various areas in my pelvic region. The shaman then sucked on the top of the eggs to pull any negativity or disease into them. The eggs were then cracked into a bowl and two out of the six had black specks of matter in the yolks. The shaman was happy with his work. I did actually feel less pain in the weeks that followed. I was the only person who had handled the eggs beforehand and therefore was sure that none could have been tampered with.


This is very like the Nordic form of using eggs for checking if a person has been cursed or exposed to the evil eye. After being left either under their bed or on an altar for a night, the egg is rolled over the body and then cracked into a bowl The egg is then examined for telltale signs of darkness or evil.


Using eggs to tell of curses or to pinpoint disease is the subject of much ridicule and articles about suspect or fraudulent shamans. Eggs can be switched through sleight of hand and replaced with previously tampered ones containing blood, meat and even small bones. In some cultures this can be accepted as simply part of the shaman’s art, for instance, the performance aspect that helps the subject become more convinced of their healing. My healing was real and actually did help. I trust my friend enough to believe he was not tricking me. Plus the results were not extreme as the eggs had globules of black in them, not big whopping bits of blood and so forth.


It was time for me to try reading an egg for a client. I had decided that I would ask them to focus on a question rather than do a general reading. But first I had to find a large glass or a clear bowl. The largest glass in my cupboard had a huge red ‘T’ printed on it by the brewery involved and I deemed it simply not professional enough. Other glasses were too small. Help came in the form of a lovely glass bowl that held my personal crystals. It would be filled with some water and the yolk of the egg would be separated from the white, which would be poured into the water for me to ‘see’ symbols in. This is called hydromancy, when you look at how things are affected by water.


The Reading


I set up with my glass bowl with room temperature water in it, a pin, a tea towel and some hand wipes…just in case the egg was temperamental!


The inquirer, Helen, came in holding her egg and I asked her to concentrate on her question. She asked, ‘How can I be consistently positive in the next six months at a very important time in my life?’


I took the egg and pierced it with the pin and held it over the water. And waited. The egg white didn’t really want to come out of the eggshell. I shook it a bit and said encouraging words. Then I decided to make the hole a bit bigger. That helped and the egg white slowly oozed into the bowl. At first the egg white was quite clear and it was very hard to see much in it. But I think the room temperature water heated it a bit and suddenly shapes began to become apparent.


First there was a cloud and beside it, a small person. Helen is a small person who sometimes has ‘clouds’ of negativity around her. Then I saw what looked like shoulders and arms and felt instinctively that is represented a hug. Maybe she needed more reassurance from someone around her. Then there was a heart shape and an angry face beside it. I read this as meaning that she needed to deal with her anger about someone that was blocking her happiness, or clear past anger in her heart.


The next symbol surprised me as there was clearly another face but one of the eyes seemed to be winking open and shut! A winking face? Maybe Helen needs to learn not to take life so seriously. Then I saw teardrop formation sitting close by what looked like a ribbon with a knot in it. I took this to mean for Helen not to tie herself up in knots and also to let tears flow when necessary.
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