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    Preface

    Welcome to the sixth edition of Guide to Military Installations.

    What a difference a decade makes. When ten years ago we started work on the third edition of this guide, the world was a much different place than it is today. Back in 1991, the units that had fought in the recently concluded Gulf War were on the verge of redeployment to their home stations and the troop reductions in Europe were just getting started. In 1991, the Department of Defense had 1.9 million men and women under arms: 710,000 Army, 570,000 Navy, 194,000 Marine Corps, and 510,000 Air Force. Today that force is down to 1.3 million: 479,000 Army, 373,000 Navy, 172,000 Marine Corps, and 360,000 Air Force.

    Of today’s force, 1,132,000 are deployed in the United States and its territories, while the remaining 252,000 personnel are deployed overseas, afloat (45,000) and ashore, in a total of 139 different countries. By far the largest overseas deployment is still in Germany, with 65,000 personnel, 50,000 of whom are Army. This is down from over 200,000 in 1991. Next is Japan with 40,000 personnel (5,800 Air Force, 19,000 Marines, and 13,000 Navy) followed by Korea with 35,000 (26,000 Army).

    Totally unforeseen a decade ago was the deployment of American troops to the Balkans in 1995. Today the 5,800 American military personnel still in Bosnia-Herzgovina have taken on the mantle of a semipermanent garrison. Interestingly, at press time the plan to replace troops in the Balkans on a rotational basis through 2001 includes significant numbers of reserve component personnel, principally members of the Texas Army National Guard’s 49th Armored Division, Virginia’s 29th Infantry Division, and Pennsylvania’s 28th Infantry Division. Separate units from Georgia, Indiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, and Oklahoma are scheduled to participate. This will represent the largest overseas deployment of reserve personnel since the Gulf War.

    So the contribution of the 1.35 million men and women in the reserve components to our national defense is vital. This is not to discount the more than 700,000 Department of Defense civilian employees, all of whom are important members of the military communities described in this guide.

    On 31 December, 1999, the United States officially withdrew from the storied Panama Canal Zone, ending nearly a century of operations there.

    This guide was compiled from unclassified materials, most of which were obtained directly from the installations. The author and the publisher strive to make this guide as complete as possible; any installations not included here either have very small military populations or chose not to participate. In this new release of the guide, we have striven to include more remote and temporary locations. We have also provided, where available, the addresses of the World Wide Websites established at various installations. The user should understand, however, that information in that medium frequently changes its location within the web or is discontinued without notice.

    In this new edition, we’ve tried to capture both the facts and the temper of these rapidly changing times for the U.S. military. When we put the fifth edition to press in 1997, the U.S. armed forces were adjusting to the aftereffects of the base closures and realignments that started in 1989, with the end of the Cold War. Since the Clinton administration, our armed forces have significantly downsized and that has been reflected in the number of closures and mission reduction at many of our installations. Things stabilized to a degree after Congress refused to consider more closures until after the national elections in November 2000, which has given a reprieve and breathing space to commanders and troops alike.

    The guide is divided into two general sections, domestic and overseas, with a third section consisting of maps showing the location of each installation by service, both domestic and foreign. States and countries are arranged alphabetically, and under these are the installations, arranged alphabetically by military service. At the end of each entry is the address of the official to contact for more information, and the domestic entries also offer a commercial telephone number, as well as the installation’s World Wide Web address, where provided.

    Each entry contains information regarding the installation’s history and mission; facts on housing, schools, and personal and recreational services available there; and something about the local area. As with the previous editions, we have excluded details on topics such as transportation of household goods and automobiles, travel pay and allowances, and so on. Those who need such information should contact the appropriate service representatives.

    Although designed primarily for the use of active-duty and retired military personnel, Department of Defense civilian employees, and their families, this guide is also intended to serve as a valuable tool for anyone who travels. Most military installations in the United States are to some degree open to the public, and a side trip to a military post can prove a worthwhile diversion for John and Jane Public on their annual family vacation. Besides, all these installations belong to the American taxpayers, and where security restrictions do not apply, they should feel free to stop by and see how their money is being spent.

    Active-duty personnel are authorized access to morale and personal support services at any Department of Defense installation anywhere in the world. Retired military personnel are generally authorized the same access in the United States, depending on availability; overseas, the rules may be different, so travelers should check with the overseas commands they will be visiting. Members of the general public visiting any military installation should always check with the security personnel at the main gate before proceeding onto the grounds.

    To the many public affairs officers who made this guide a reality, we offer our humble thanks. We wish we could thank each of you personally, but that would entail a list several hundred names long. Please accept our thanks and know that they are sincere.

  


  
    

    PART I

    United States

    Installations

    
      

      

    

    

    ALABAMA

    

    Air Force

    

    MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE

    Education is their business at Maxwell Air Force Base, home of the Air University, the Air Force’s largest complex of professional schools, including the Air War College, the Air Command and Staff College, the Squadron Officer School, and the Air Force Senior NCO Academy. In addition to its educational functions, Maxwell also has jurisdiction over Gunter Annex, just across town, home for the Air Force Standard Systems Group.

    History. First established in 1918 as Wright Field (because in 1910 Orville Wright chose the site to establish a flying school), the installation was renamed in 1922 to honor 2nd Lt. William C. Maxwell, a native of Atmore, Alabama. Maxwell was killed in an air crash in the Philippines. The Air University was established at Maxwell AFB in 1946, and today it provides educational services for more than 500,000 airmen annually.

    Housing and Schools. More than 1,600 sets of family quarters are available between Maxwell and Gunter. Temporary housing is available to families moving in with permanent-change-of-station orders. Temporary housing in motels is available but becomes relatively expensive when the stay is two weeks or more. A couple of the motels have kitchenettes or efficiency apartments, which cost from $150 to $225 per week (prices are subject to change). You are required to check with billeting before making any off-base arrangements.

    Maxwell operates an elementary school (kindergarten through sixth grade) on base, while older children are bused to Montgomery schools. Both Maxwell and Gunter operate child-care centers. Associate’s, bachelor’s, and graduate degrees in eighteen majors are offered on base through Troy State University in Montgomery, and Auburn University offers three doctoral degree programs at Maxwell. The University of Alabama offers a master’s degree in military history.

    Personal Services. Medical care is provided by a four-floor, intermediatesized referral facility at the USAF Regional Hospital, Maxwell. An excellent commissary and base exchange are available, with branches at Gunter Annex. Officer and NCO open messes are also available.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities are plentiful. Maxwell offers two 18-hole golf courses and a sixteen-lane bowling center, as well as gymnasiums and a recreation center. For the outdoorsman, fishing is available at several places on the installation, particularly in the two lakes near the base picnic area and in the Alabama River, which borders the base on the northeast. The on-base family camp is open year-round and offers six camper sites with hookups and three tent sites, as well as fishing, hiking, tennis, and appropriate equipment.

    Maxwell operates the Lake Pippin and Lake Martin recreation areas. At the Lake Pippin site, located on Choctawhatchee Bay on Florida’s northern Gulf Coast near Niceville, there are thirty furnished trailers, a playground, picnic areas, swimming areas, and boat rentals. At Lake Martin, 50 miles northeast of the base, there are 10 trailers and 50 camper spaces, a playground and a picnic area, fishing, camping, an aero club, swimming, and boating. Both sites are open year-round.

    The Local Area. Maxwell AFB is about two miles northwest of Montgomery’s business district. Montgomery is the third largest city in Alabama and has a population of over 180,000. It was at Montgomery in February 1861 that the Confederate States of America was formed and Jefferson Davis took office as its president. Snow and ice are a rarity at Maxwell, which is situated in the famous Sun Belt of the Deep South.

    For more information, write to 42nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs Office, 50 LeMay Plaza South, Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-6334, or call (334) 953-1110. Home page: www.au.af.mil.

    

    Army

    

    FORT RUCKER

    The steady whop-whop-whop of helicopter rotor blades forms a backdrop to the normal cadence of life at Fort Rucker, the “Home of Army Aviation.” Every soldier and every civilian who works there is in some way dedicated to the mission of keeping flying soldiers ready to fight with the ground troops as a part of the Army’s modern combined-arms team.

    History. Occupying over 64,000 acres in the southeastern Alabama countryside, Fort Rucker opened in 1942. Named after Confederate general Edmund

    W. Rucker, a Tennessee native, Fort Rucker became involved in Army aviation in August 1954, when the U.S. Army Aviation School moved there from Fort Sill, Oklahoma. The post’s population today is approximately 19,000, with more than 8,000 active-duty personnel and 3,800 family members.

    The rolling and wooded countryside around Fort Rucker is well watered by lakes and streams, and with its proximity to the Gulf of Mexico, military anglers find it a paradise of fresh- and saltwater fishing. The climate is mild, and snow and ice are rare. By early April, the noonday temperatures on post are usually in the low eighties, but breezes from the Gulf, ninety miles to the south, and frequent rainfall moderate the summer nights.

    Housing and Schools. There are over 1,500 sets of family quarters at Fort Rucker, and guest-house facilities are available. The post also has 50 mobile home lots. There are approximately 300 bachelor quarters and over 470 rooms for temporary-duty personnel.

    There are two on-post schools for dependent children in kindergarten through sixth grade. The schools also offer services for mildly mentally handicapped, learning-disabled, speech-impaired, and gifted students. Child-development services provide special care for all age groups and offer full-day, part-day, preschool, hourly care, and family child-care services for children from six weeks to twelve years old.

    Military personnel interested in further educational opportunities are offered programs conducted on post by Troy State University and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Enterprise State Junior College and George C. Wallace State Community College offer courses on post, as well as in nearby communities. The Alabama Aviation and Technical College is located in nearby Ozark.

    Personal Services. Medical care is provided by the modern, seventy-twobed Lyster Army Community Hospital, which provides care to more than 50,000 people. Its various outpatient clinics average more than 17,000 visits a month. The commissary offers 27,000 square feet of sales space with a meat market and a deli. The exchange has a shopping mall, complete with a one-hour photo shop, a flower shop, and various food emporiums.

    Recreation. The Lake Tholocco Outdoor Recreation Office offers military personnel and their dependents over 600 acres of water for fishing, swimming, and waterskiing, with boats and canoes for rent at nominal fees. The Fort Rucker Florida Recreation Area, on Choctawhatchee Bay between Freeport and Niceville on State Highway 20, contains fifteen two-bedroom house trailers and twenty campsites with electric hookups. In addition, the information, tour, and travel office at Fort Rucker provides information and makes reservations for military recreation areas, sells tickets to all types of popular events, and has discount tickets for places such as Walt Disney World.

    Fort Rucker’s NCO and officers club systems provide a full range of services, including on-post catering, dining and banquet rooms, and party, conference, and seminar areas at the main officers club and the Lake Lodge. There is also an Olympic-size swimming pool at the main officers club.

    The Local Area. Fort Rucker is situated approximately ninety miles south of Montgomery, the state capital, and thirty miles northwest of Dothan. The towns of Enterprise, Daleville, and Ozark are just west, south, and east, respectively. Fort Rucker is an hour-and-a-half drive from the Gulf of Mexico and about three hours from Mount Cheaha State Park, the highest point in the state.

    For more information, write to Headquarters, U.S. Army Aviation Center and Fort Rucker, Attention: Army Community Services, Building 9204, Fifth Avenue, Fort Rucker, AL 36362-5033, or call (334) 255-9339/2887.
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    REDSTONE ARSENAL

    It’s a long way from Peenemunde on the shores of the Baltic, where the Germans developed their V-1 and V-2 rockets during World War II, to Huntsville, Alabama, but over 100 German scientists made the trip—via Fort Bliss, Texas—in 1950. Among them was the noted Wernher von Braun, who later played a significant role in America’s space program.

    History. Created in 1941 to make conventional toxic chemical ammunition, Redstone’s involvement in the space age began early in 1949 and continued in 1950, when the Army moved its missile experts there from Texas. Today the arsenal is home to the U.S. Army Aviation Missile Command (AMCOM), which oversees the research, development, engineering, testing, procurement, production, and logistical support of the Army’s aviation missile and rocket systems. To do this job, the installation supports a daily working population of nearly 13,000 people—10,000 civilian workers, 1,400 active-duty military personnel, and 1,222 family members.

    Housing and Schools. Redstone has 638 sets of family quarters in twoand four-bedroom units. Bachelor housing consists of air-conditioned brick barracks for enlisted soldiers in the lower grades and more than 100 rooms for senior NCOs and officers. The installation also has newly renovated guest lodging facilities.

    Dependent children attend schools in Huntsville. There are a nursery and a preschool on post. The University of Alabama, Alabama A & M, and Oakwood College offer college courses for adult education.

    Personal Services. Medical and dental care at Redstone are provided through the Fox Army Health Center. There are a post exchange, a commissary, and the usual morale and support activities.

    Recreation. The northern Alabama climate offers mild winters and humid summers with long spring and fall seasons, making outdoor recreation possible all through the year. The installation’s 38,000 acres include many lakes, ponds, and streams open to fishing. Redstone also has excellent hunting for waterfowl, small game, and deer. Boating and camping are also available, and the Redstone Recreation Center offers programs that cover a wide range of interests, from amateur photography to bowling.

    The Local Area. Huntsville, situated on a northern bend of the Tennessee River, is a thriving modern city of 171,000 inhabitants and is keyed to the pulsating life of the space age. Located in the Alabama mountain lakes section, Huntsville is conveniently close to one of the foremost resort areas in the South. Chattanooga, Tennessee, is to the northeast, and Birmingham is to the south, on Interstate 65.

    For more information, write to U.S. Army Aviation Missile Command, Attention: AMSAM-PA, Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898-5020, or call (256) 876-1461. Home page: www.redstone.army.mil.

    

    Coast Guard

    

    MOBILE AVIATION TRAINING CENTER

    History. In 1966, the vacant 232-acre Air Force Reserve facility located at Mobile’s Bates Field was acquired by the Coast Guard for the purpose of establishing there a standardized pilot training program. In December 1966, Air Station Mobile was officially commissioned with the transfer of HU-16E Albatross aircraft from Biloxi, Mississippi, and the establishment of fixed-wing and rotary-wing pilot training units.

    In 1969, the Helicopter Icebreaker Support Unit (IBSU), now known as the Polar Operations Division, was established at Mobile and the installation became known as the Aviation Training Center. Today the 500 active-duty and civilian personnel of each of the eight divisions of the center—operations, training, polar operations, aviation engineering, medical, comptroller, services, and facilities engineering—work together to support Coast Guard missions worldwide. HU-25A Guardian aircraft stand on alert in support of 8th Coast Guard District missions, such as search-and-rescue and enforcement of maritime laws. HH-65A aircraft from the Polar Operations Division deploy on Coast Guard icebreakers to the ends of the earth, where they fly scientific, logistical, and occasionally search-and-rescue missions. The training division provides initial and recurrent training to Coast Guard pilots. The Aviation Training Center is the largest air unit in the Coast Guard.

    Housing, Schools, and Personal Services. While there is no family housing onboard the center, temporary lodging is available in the form of visiting officer and enlisted units that are available by reservation. One-room off-base apartment rentals start at $250 per month; two-bedroom units range from as little as $375 a month to as much as $700. A security deposit plus first and last months’ rent are usually required upon signing a lease.

    Dependent children attend one of the ninety-five public schools in Mobile County. College-level courses are available from many sources.

    The center has a large grocery annex and a Coast Guard exchange with a service station and barber and beauty shops. A swimming pool, tennis court, and racquetball court are available, as are equipment and boat rentals and a base picnic area. A full-service medical clinic is also available.

    The Local Area. The Aviation Training Center is located at Mobile Municipal Airport, six miles west of Interstate 65 along Airport Boulevard. Downtown Mobile and Mobile Bay are about eight miles east of the center.

    The modern city takes its name from a French trading post—Fort Louis de la Mobile—established nearby in 1702. Today Mobile is the second-largest city in the state of Alabama and a thriving seaport town on the Gulf of Mexico, situated on the west bank of the Mobile River, where it enters Mobile Bay. With a population of over 200,000, Mobile offers plenty of historical, cultural, and recreational activities for everyone, including the celebrated Azalea Trail, a 37-mile flower-lined drive.

    For more information, write to Commanding Officer, USCG Aviation Training Center, Attention: Public Affairs Branch, Mobile, AL 36608-9682, or call (334) 639-6428.

    
      

      

    

    

    ALASKA

    

    Air Force

    

    EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE

    What do oil, Dr. Henry Kissinger, and Gen. “Chappie” James all have in common? Eielson Air Force Base, for one thing. They were all drawn together in 1975 when President Gerald Ford stopped at Eielson and delivered a speech on the merits of the fledgling Alaskan Oil Pipeline. Pump Station No. 8 of that line is only ten miles south of the base. Add to that the fact that Eielson has the only combat-ready forward-air-control squadron in Alaska, and you have quite a combination.

    History. Eielson was known simply as “Mile 26” when it opened in 1943, because it was the site of a U.S. Army Signal Corps telegraph station exactly 26 miles from Fairbanks that provided a link with Valdez, Alaska. During World War II, Eielson served as a storage area for excess Lend-Lease aircraft on their way to Russia, and Russian airmen were stationed there to take possession. On

    4 February 1948, Mile 26 was redesignated Eielson Air Force Base in honor of Carl Ben Eielson, a famed arctic pioneer and aviator. Today the base is home for the 354th Fighter Wing whose pilots fly the F-16 Fighting Falcon and the OA-10 Thunderbolt II. The wing’s primary mission is to provide close-air support and forward air control for Army ground forces in Alaska. Approximately 2,700 active-duty personnel, their 4,300 dependents, and 620 civilian employees call Eielson home.

    Housing and Schools. There are 1,200 sets of family quarters at Eielson, but space is usually very limited from May to September. The base also has accommodations for 730 single and unaccompanied military personnel. Local housing is expensive. One-bedroom apartments average $650 to $700 a month; efficiencies average about $450, plus utilities. The average rent for a two-bedroom apartment is $700 a month, but rents as high as $900 are not uncommon. Utilities average $50 to $200 a month. Three-and four-bedroom units can be found for anywhere between $1,000 and $1,500 per month. Variable housing allowance is available to personnel living off base, and a cost-of-living allowance is paid to all personnel to offset the high cost of housing in Alaska.

    [image: ]
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    The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District operates three elementary schools, one junior high school, and one senior high school on base for children residing on Eielson. A preschool and a child-care center are also available. The University of Alaska–Anchorage, University of Alaska–Southeast, and Wayland Baptist University offer many undergraduate courses on base, and La Verne University offers classes leading to a master’s degree in business management.

    Personal Services. Medical care at Eielson is provided by the 354th Medical Group clinic staff, with referrals to Bassett Army Hospital at Fort Wainwright for care beyond the clinic’s capability. The base exchange stocks over 140,000 items, and the commissary offers shoppers a complete selection of groceries.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a twenty-lane bowling center, gymnasium, three tennis courts, auto and wood hobby shops, and a recreation center. A ski lodge is located four miles southeast of the base. The Birch Lake Recreation Area, about 35 miles south of Eielson, offers cabins, trailer pads with or without electric hookups, tent sites, a marina, a lodge, and a picnic area. The site offers camping, boating, hiking, and picnicking from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

    The Local Area. Fairbanks is located 26 miles north of Eielson and sits 110 miles south of the Arctic Circle. The greater Fairbanks North Star borough boasts a population of more than 79,000 permanent residents. In June, the sunlight shines a maximum of 21 hours and 40 minutes, and in December, a bright day sees the sun shining 3 hours and 47 minutes. The average low temperature in January is minus 19° F, and the average high in July is a balmy 70° F.

    For more information, write to 354th Wing Public Affairs Office, 3112 Broadway Avenue, Unit 15A, Eielson AFB, AK 99702-1895, or call (907) 377-3148. Home page: www.eielson.af.mil.

    

    ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE

    Elmendorf Air Force Base lies farther north than Helsinki, Finland, and is almost as far west as Hawaii, but it lies in the northern suburbs of Alaska’s largest city, some 1,400 air miles from Seattle. With a population of over 250,000, Anchorage has almost 50 percent of the total population of the state of Alaska.

    History. Elmendorf began as an airfield called Fort Richardson. In November 1940, the field was designated Elmendorf Field after Hugh M. Elmendorf. In March 1951, the Army relocated its garrison to the new Fort Richardson on the southeast side of Anchorage, and the installation came under the authority of the Air Force. Today the base’s 13,000-square-acre expanse is home for the 11th Air Force, 3rd Wing, and other commands. Approximately 6,700 active-duty personnel, 10,300 dependents, and 1,150 civilian employees call Elmendorf home.

    Housing and Schools. There are more than 1,500 sets of family quarters at Elmendorf. Bachelor housing consists of 68 bachelor officer quarters, 40 units for senior NCOs, and spaces for 1,100 billets in organizational housing (better known as barracks). There are also 100 temporary lodging units available.

    The base has three elementary schools, kindergarten through sixth grade, and a special-education school. High school programs are available off base. A main child-care center and four auxiliary centers, as well as numerous family day-care providers, are located on the installation. Education services for adults include a number of college programs from Chapman College, University of La Verne, University of Alaska, Alaska Pacific University, Wayland Baptist University, and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

    Personal Services. Medical care is available from the 3rd Wing Medical Group, a modern, seven-story, 75-bed medical facility offering 16 specialty clinics. Services and facilities available on base include a commissary with 7,000 line items, a complete exchange complex with numerous concessions, a package liquor store, a 60,000-volume library, enlisted and officers clubs, and the Galaxy Cafeteria, located in the base passenger terminal, which is open 24 hours a day.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include an eighteen-hole golf course, a forty-lane bowling center, hobby shops, a base theater, and many athletic programs. The base also has several lakes where boating, fishing, and other water sports are available.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 3rd Wing, Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506-2530, or call (907) 552-1110.

    Home page: www.topcover.af.mil.

    

    Army

    

    FORT RICHARDSON

    Fort Richardson is truly in the Alaska that millions of Americans dream of visiting—a wilderness that begins right on post, where moose freely roam. Only a brief drive from the post is the center of the port city of Anchorage (population 250,000). Fort Richardson occupies 71,000 acres and is situated on the northeast side of town, adjacent to Elmendorf Air Force Base. Rimming the city to the east are the Chugach Mountains.

    History. Named in honor of Brig. Gen. Wilds P. Richardson, a pioneer explorer in Alaska, Fort Richardson was originally located on the site of Elmendorf AFB from 1940 to 1941 and moved to its present location in 1950. The post is home to the U.S. Army, Alaska (USARAK), headquarters, and to elements of the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Separate), which has forces at both Fort Richardson and Fort Wainwright. The primary unit at Fort Richardson is the 1st Battalion, 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, which has the distinction of being the Army’s oldest airborne battalion, as well as the only Army airborne battalion, in the Pacific Theater. The post is also headquarters for the Special Troops Battalion and Headquarters, U.S. Army Garrison.

    These units assist USARAK in its mission of commanding and controlling U.S. Army forces in Alaska and providing the services, facilities, and infrastructure to support power projection and training to rapidly deploy U.S. Army forces from Alaska in the conduct of contingency operations within the Pacific Theater and elsewhere as directed.

    The post supports a population of approximately 2,100 military personnel, 2,900 family members, and 1,300 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. There are about 1,300 sets of family quarters, ranging in size from detached houses for colonels and higher-ranking officers to duplexes for field-grade officers to four- and eight-plex housing for other grades.

    An excellent education-services plan offered through the Fort Richardson Education Center includes a basic-skills education program, a high school completion program, and college programs on post and at local college campuses. Three on-post elementary school facilities are available for dependent children through the Anchorage School District. Students in grades seven through twelve are bused to nearby junior and senior high schools. Child-care facilities, including certified home-care providers and centers for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, are available on post. Before- and after-school care is available for children through sixth grade. A diverse youth-services program—which includes rock climbing, whitewater rafting, and ice fishing—is also offered for school-age children and teens at the youth center.

    Personal Services. On-post medical care is provided through outpatient facilities only; inpatient hospital care is available at nearby Elmendorf AFB. A new Joint Military Mall on Elmendorf AFB, featuring a commissary, AAFES exchange, clothing sales, numerous vendors and large food court, serves the shopping needs of post residents. Fort Richardson’s shoppette provides convenience items and video rentals.

    Recreation. Fort Richardson offers an excellent outdoor recreation program. The largest activity is the Seward Resort, located on Resurrection Bay 129 miles south of Anchorage, where people enjoy mountain climbing, hiking, boating, and fishing. The Black Spruce Army Travel Camp for recreational vehicles, located near Otter Lake on Fort Richardson, offers electrical and water hookups, dump facilities, showers, a washer and dryer, and a children’s playground.

    Otter Lake Recreation Area is five miles from the main post and covers a total of 2,900 acres (the lake covers 99 acres). The on-post outdoor recreation center offers a skeet and trap range, as well as an archery range. Buckner Physical Fitness Center offers weight training, aerobics, intramural sports, karate, swimming, and other sports activities. The post also has golf and ski courses, an auto crafts shop, and an arts and crafts shop.

    The Local Area. The Anchorage area has a mild climate, with summers comparable to those in Seattle or San Francisco. On the shortest day of the year, there are a little more than five hours of daylight, and on the longest day, the sun shines for more than 19 hours. During the summer months, it is possible to enjoy a wide variety of outdoor activities, such as flying, camping, hunting, fishing, and hiking. Winter activities include skiing, ice skating, snowmobiling, and ice fishing.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army, Alaska, Attention: APVR-RPO, 600 Richardson Drive, Fort Richardson, AK 99505-5900, or call (907) 384-1536/2072. Home page: www.usarak.army.mil.

    

    FORT WAINWRIGHT

    “Above all, keep your chin down, eyes in the pan, knees bent, and dig-shake, dig-shake, dig-shake,” advises a prospector’s guide to gold panning in Alaska. There is gold in Alaska, in more ways than one, and for some soldiers an assignment to the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Separate) at Fort Wainwright may be a golden opportunity to participate in a challenging and exciting experience in one of the world’s most spectacular natural wonderlands.

    History. Fort Wainwright is located just east of Fairbanks along the Chena River, some 350 miles by road north of Anchorage and 1,500 miles northwest of Dawson Creek, British Columbia, Canada, along the Alaska Highway. Named after Gen. Jonathan M. Wainwright, Medal of Honor winner, defender of Bataan against the Japanese in the Philippines in World War II, the post began its existence in January 1961, when Ladd Field was transferred to the Army and renamed Fort Wainwright.

    Housing and Schools. Approximately 1,900 units of family housing are available for all grades. Off-post apartment rentals run from about $545 a month for a one-bedroom unit to as much as $960 for a three-bedroom unit; utilities can run as high as $260 a month, depending on the time of year.

    Dependent schooling is conducted through the Fairbanks North Star School District and includes one elementary school and satellite middle school on post. Fort Wainwright offers many ways for soldiers and their family members to broaden their formal education. Off-duty courses are offered through the University of Alaska, Central Texas College, and University of LaVerne.

    Personal Services and Recreation. Fort Wainwright offers a complete range of community services, from the 60-bed Bassett Army Community Hospital and large commissary and post exchange to a 23,000-volume library and an 18-hole golf course. Recreational facilities also include a bowling alley, hobby shops, tennis courts, an indoor pool, and two gymnasiums.

    Brown, grizzly, and black bears, as well as moose, may be hunted in season on designated areas on post, and fishing is excellent throughout the state. (The limit on post is 15 fish per angler per day.)

    The Local Area. At Fort Wainwright, the temperature may dip to minus 65° F in December, when the days are mostly dark, with only brief periods of light, and the ground does not begin to thaw until April.

    In summer months, when temperatures often reach into the 90s, the post’s information, ticketing, and registration office schedules many interesting trips for military personnel and their dependents at very reasonable prices. These include excursions into the Arctic Circle and Denali National Park, via the Alaskan Railroad. Birch Lake, on the Richardson Highway, is run by the Recreation Services Office at Eielson Air Force Base and offers swimming, fishing, waterskiing, camping, picnicking, and boating.

    Personnel planning to drive to Fort Wainwright from the lower 48 may do so on the Alaska Highway, which is 1,520 miles long between Dawson Creek, British Columbia, and Fairbanks. Depending on road conditions and weather, the drive may take up to seven days, so those making this trip should be prepared.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, Building 1555, Room 118, Fort Wainwright, AK 99703-5000, or call (907) 353-6701. Home page: www.wainwright.army.mil.

    

    Coast Guard

    

    KODIAK COAST GUARD INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND

    Coast Guard Integrated Support Command Kodiak is located on Kodiak Island, Alaska. Kodiak Island is approximately 235 air miles south-southeast of Anchorage, Alaska.

    History. The Coast Guard took control of the Naval Air Station there in April 1972. The station was originally built during World War II to help protect Alaska from Japanese invasion. Today the facility is home to Air Station Kodiak, Communications Station Kodiak, Loran Station Kodiak, Electronic Support Unit Kodiak, Marine Safety Detachment Kodiak, North Pacific Regional Fisheries Training Team, and the cutters Storis, Yocona, Ironwood, and Firebush. In addition to the Coast Guard, the Naval Special Warfare–Kodiak Detachment is located there. There are approximately 1,100 active-duty personnel, 3,400 family members, and 47 civilian employees on Kodiak.

    Housing and Schools. Housing is available on base for both enlisted and officer personnel. There are currently 454 enlisted housing units in use, 83 officer housing units, and 127 barracks rooms for unaccompanied personnel. There is a newly remodeled and refurbished forty-six-room guest house available for temporary lodging. Contact the guest house manager for reservations or information at (907) 487-5446. Child-care services for infants through preschoolers is available on base in the Child Development Center (CDC). Information on in-home child-care providers is also available in the CDC. The Petersen Elementary School is located on base. Middle schools and high schools are located in town. The University of Alaska–Anchorage, Kodiak College, provides a two-year degree program in town. Educational services are also provided by the Coast Guard Education Center.

    Personal Services. Medical and dental services are available at the Rock-more–King Clinic on base for routine and urgent care. Emergency and extended care are provided by Kodiak Island Providence Medical Center and at Elmendorf Air Force Base Hospital in Anchorage. Specialty care is provided at either Elmendorf Air Force Base or Madigan Medical Center in Seattle. A commissary, exchange, and Coast Guard dining facility for all hands are available, along with two convenience stores that provide the essential goods and goodies. A gas station, pizza parlor, on-base shuttle bus, uniform store with dry cleaning and tailoring services, furniture shop, and beauty salon round out the service sector.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a bowling alley, the Billiken Movie Theater, a teen center, baseball fields, a gym with a pool, an auto hobby shop, a wood shop, and a ceramics shop. Kodiak is a hunter and fisherman’s paradise. Salmon, halibut, deer, and bear are plentiful, as well as hundreds of miles of four-wheeler and hiking trails.

    The Local Area. Kodiak Island lies in the Japanese Gulf Stream, which makes the weather conditions wet with moderate temperatures. Average annual rainfall is about seventy inches. Winter temperatures average in the 30s, and summer temperatures average in the 60s. The town of Kodiak, population 10,000, is about eight miles from the base. The people of the community are very friendly and supportive of the Coast Guard. Transportation to the island is available via aircraft and ferry. There are two museums, two state parks, and a wildlife refuge area.

    For more information, write to Commanding Officer, USCG Integrated Support Command, Attention: Public Affairs, P.O. Box 195014, Kodiak, AK 99619-5014, or call (800) KODIAK2 or (907) 487-5525, ext. 275. E-mail: dcallahan@cgalaska.uscg.mil; Home page: www.ptalaska.net/~isckod.

    
      

      

    

    

    ARIZONA

    

    Air Force

    

    DAVIS–MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE

    The first Europeans to come to Tucson were lost. That was back in about 1535, and they were the survivors of the ill-fated Navarez expedition to Florida. With Davis–Monthan Air Force Base now firmly anchored in the city of Tucson, airmen looking for an assignment (or just visiting) should have no trouble finding the place.

    History. Davis–Monthan is named after two Air Corps officers who died in separate aircraft crashes. Lt. Samuel H. Davis died in a crash at Carlstrom Field, Florida, in 1921; Lt. Oscar Monthan died in a crash near Honolulu, Hawaii, in 1924. The Army Air Corps established an airfield at Davis–Monthan in 1927. Today Davis–Monthan is home for the 355th Wing, 12th Air Force, the Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center, and other tenant units. The 355th’s mission is to provide worldwide deployable combat-ready A/OA-10 forward-air-controller support and EC-130 H and E command, control, and communications countermeasures capability. Davis–Monthan today is home to 5,500 active-duty personnel, 7,000 family members, and 1,300 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. More than 1,200 units of family housing are available at Davis–Monthan. Temporary lodging for families is provided for permanent change-of-station personnel on a space-available, day-to-day basis. Over 100 trailer spaces are also available.

    Elementary schooling is available on the base for children from kindergarten to sixth grade, and a child-care center is also maintained on base. The base education office offers college courses through Park College, Troy State University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Chapman University, and Pima Community College.

    Personal Services. Medical care is provided by the 35-bed 355th Medical Group. This facility has a staff of over 500 and serves a community of 60,000 people. The base exchange carries over 40,000 items on display in a 29,000-square-foot sales area. The base commissary serves approximately 55,000 customers a month.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities available on base include an 18-hole golf course, a 20-lane bowling center, eight tennis courts, and a base swimming pool. Also available are a gymnasium, hobby shops (wood, auto, and ceramic), and both NCO and officers clubs. Davis–Monthan has two picnic areas and a skeet range.

    The Local Area. With over 300 days of sunshine a year and clear, unpolluted air, Tucson is a fine place for outdoor activities. The city’s residents own thousands of swimming pools, and there are 17golf courses open year-round. Tucson, with a population of nearly 700,000 people, has 80 parks, all of them with some kind of recreational facilities.

    Tucson is surrounded by mountains. The Tortolitas and Santa Catalinas are to the north, the Tucsons are to the west, the Rincons are to the east, and the Santa Ritas are to the south. Mount Lemmon, in the Santa Catalinas, is more than 9,100 feet high.

    Phoenix is about 105 miles north of Davis–Monthan, and Nogales and the U.S.–Mexican border is about 60 miles south of the base.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 5275 E. Granite Street, Davis–Monthan AFB, AZ 85707-3010, or call (520) 750-4717. Home page: www.dm.af.mil.

    

    LUKE AIR FORCE BASE

    Luke Air Force Base is named after the first airman to earn the Medal of Honor, Lt. Frank Luke, Jr., a native of Phoenix. In action over France in 1918, he destroyed eighteen enemy aircraft in just seventeen days. Forced to make an emergency landing behind enemy lines, he defended himself from capture until he was gunned down by German soldiers. It is entirely fitting that this base, known as the “Home of the Fighter Pilot,” is named after this hero.

    History. Opened in 1941, Luke today occupies 4,197 acres twenty miles west of Phoenix. There are over 20,000 people at Luke: 6,000 active-duty and reserve personnel, 1,500 civilian employees, and over 12,000 dependents. The base is now home for the 56th Fighter Wing, which trains aircrews in the F-16 Fighting Falcon. About 2.7 million acres at the Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range are available to Luke pilots for aerial maneuvers.

    Housing and Schools. There are 874 base housing units at Luke and over 40 transient living quarters that may be reserved by families traveling on official change-of-station orders.

    There is one civilian elementary school adjacent to the base (kindergarten to sixth grade) and numerous elementary, junior high, and senior high schools close by. College courses are available on base from a variety of institutions. These include Golden Gate University, Grand Canyon College, Arizona State University, and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

    Personal Services. The 56th Medical Group hospital is a complete medical-care facility that maintains forty beds for inpatients. Located on base are a large exchange store, a commissary, a number of concessions and snack bars, and officers and NCO clubs.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a bowling center, a gymnasium, hobby and craft shops, three swimming pools, a recreational center, a skeet and trap range, a riding stable, and tennis courts.

    The Local Area. The city of Phoenix offers much in the way of culture and recreation for personnel stationed at Luke. The 150-acre Papago Park Desert Botanical Garden and the Phoenix Zoo, located in the Botanical Garden park, are major visitor attractions in the city. The city also offers many museums and galleries, as well as horse and dog races, horse shows, and professional sports. The community boasts many fine parks, especially South Mountain Park, with 15,000 acres affording picnicking, horseback riding, and hiking.

    For more information, write to 56th Fighter Wing/PA, 7383 N. Litchfield Road, Luke AFB, AZ 85309-1534, or call (602) 856-5853. Home page: www.luke.af.mil.

    

    Army

    

    FORT HUACHUCA

    A proud Buffalo Soldier greets you as you enter the main gate at Fort Huachuca, and this is fitting; of more than seventy frontier cavalry posts established by the U.S. government in Arizona during the 1800s, Huachuca is the last one to host active Army troops. Buffalo Soldier was a nickname given to black cavalrymen by the Plains Indians, and the veterans of the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments brought the name with them when they were assigned to Fort Huachuca in the early 1900s. Huachuca’s Buffalo Soldier is nine feet tall and made of bronze, a fitting monument to this group of American soldiers.

    History. Fort Huachuca (the name comes from an Indian word that means “place of thunder”) was established in March 1877, when Capt. Samuel Marmaduke Whitside and two companies of the 6th Cavalry were ordered to build a post in the foothills of the Huachuca Mountains. In 1886, the fort was Gen. Nelson A. Miles’s headquarters and forward supply base for his campaign against Geronimo and his Apache warriors. It was men from Huachuca’s B Troop, 4th Cavalry, who chased Geronimo in 1886 and finally brought him to bay after five months and a 3,000-mile pursuit throughout southeast Arizona. Today, Fort Huachuca’s 73,000 acres are home for the U.S. Army Intelligence Center and School, the U.S. Army Information Systems Command, the Joint Interoperability Test Center, the 11th Signal Brigade, and other specialized units. The post has a permanent population of almost 7,550 military personnel, 5,700 civilian employees, and over 11,000 dependents.

    Housing and Schools. Fort Huachuca boasts 1,900 family quarters. There are 230 quarters available for temporary-duty personnel, 2,000 barracks rooms for single soldiers, and 34 guest houses.

    The post operates three elementary schools, as well as a child-care center. Besides the full range of testing and MOS-related skill programs, the Army Education Center offers college-level courses on post from Cochise College, the University of Phoenix, and Western National University.

    Personal Services. On-post facilities include a modern and well-stocked commissary and post exchange and the Raymond W. Bliss Army Community Hospital, a thirty-bed facility offering a full range of inpatient and outpatient medical care.

    Recreation. The post offers an extensive outdoor recreation and equipment-loan facility, including four campgrounds. Hunting and fishing are permitted on post in season. The area’s moderate climate (snow falls only occasionally in winter, and the average annual rainfall is only 20 inches) is conducive to outdoor activities year-round.

    The Local Area. Fort Huachuca is bordered on the east and north by the town of Sierra Vista (population 37,000). Surrounded by beautiful mountains (sierra), the view (vista) is entirely unobstructed by the smog that often plagues other cities. Sierra Vista is situated on the broad and level plain of the San Pedro Valley at an altitude of over 4,600 feet. The town is 75 miles southeast of Tucson and 180 miles from Phoenix. Tombstone is a 25-minute drive east of Sierra Vista, and Nogales, Arizona, and the Mexican border are 65 miles to the southwest. A bit farther away is the Grand Canyon, 79 miles north of Flagstaff.

    Fort Huachuca is sometimes called the “best-kept secret in the Army,” because the area combines the best of small-town and metropolitan living, plus southwestern informality along with a moderate cost of living.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, Attention: ATZS-PA, U.S. Army Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-6000, or call (520) 533-1285.

    

    YUMA PROVING GROUND

    History. The U.S. Army has been at Yuma since 1850, when it established a hilltop fort across the Colorado River from the city in what is now Imperial County, California. This was later supplemented by a Quartermaster Depot that served as a supply base for forts throughout the Southwest. The present Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) began as Yuma Test Branch and Camp Laguna in 1943. Today it covers over one million acres, or 1,300 square miles, in the southwestern portion of Arizona. It consists of extensive ranges and test facilities, where experts test weapons, munitions, aircraft armament systems, and air delivery systems, as well as all sorts of military equipment for desert warfare. Research and development activities are conducted for all military services and numerous friendly nations. Yuma is often referred to as America’s premier test and proving facility. Interestingly, only the Support Detachment is actually assigned to the installation—all the other units are tenants. YPG is the home of the Military Freefall School, a component of the Special Warfare Training Group.

    Housing and Schools. There are 285 sets of family quarters at YPG, and a 10-room guest facility is operated there for transients. Quarters are available immediately to three months.

    An elementary school is operated on post—James D. Price Elementary School, (520) 329-4279/4280—as is a day-care center. Adult education is offered through the YPG Education Center. On-post associate degree programs are available, and undergraduate and graduate education is located on a college campus 10 miles from YPG. The Marine Corps Air Station located in Yuma also provides educational programs. An Army Learning Center located at YPG rounds out a solid academic resource base at the installation.

    Personal Services. The U.S. Army Health Clinic, YPG, provides emergency and routine medical service to soldiers, their families, and retired personnel. Persons requiring hospitalization are referred to the Yuma Regional Medical Center or to Fort Huachuca, Balboa Naval Hospital in San Diego, or William Beaumont Hospital at Fort Bliss, Texas. Space-available dental care is offered for dependents and retired military personnel.

    YPG has a commissary and a post exchange, and if you can’t find what you want, special orders and use of the neighboring Marine Corps commissary are definite options. The exchange operates several concessions, including a service station. The facilities at YPG are complemented somewhat by those at the Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma, on the south edge of town, adjacent to the Yuma International Airport. YPG has a delicatessen, a pizza shop, an arts and crafts center, a library, a leisure-travel office, a thrift shop, a gas station, a credit union, and a community club.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a swimming pool, a six-lane bowling center, a post theater, a gymnasium, and a recreation services boat dock at Imperial Dam, three miles from the main post on the Colorado River. Sporting equipment, such as trailers and camping equipment, is available for rent at the Morale Support Supply Office on post.

    The Local Area. Although the climate in this part of Arizona is very dry, with less than three inches of rain per year, fishing is great in the Colorado River. There are a number of excellent camping and fishing sites locally, including Laguna Dam, Mittry Lake, Imperial Dam, Senator’s Wash (not named after a political scandal!), Squaw Lake, and Martinez Lake, where bass, catfish, and bluegill are abundant.

    Yuma, with a metropolitan population of more than 60,000, has one of the finest winter climates in the country, with the average temperatures in the 70s and sunshine an average of 96 percent of the time. There are numerous historical points of interest in and around the city, including the old Territorial Prison, Fort Yuma, and the border towns of San Luis (23 miles south) and Mexicali (55 miles south). In Old Mexico, 75 miles south of San Luis, is the Sea of Cortez or Gulf of Lower California, with a wide expanse of clean, white beach offering fishing, surf casting, clam digging, and swimming. Europeans first came to the site of present-day Yuma with the Spanish explorer Hernando de Alarcon in 1540. The name Yuma is said to derive from the Spanish umo, meaning “smoke,” after the huge fires once built by local Indians attempting to induce rain.

    For more information, write to Commander, U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground, Attention: STEYP-PA, Yuma, AZ 85365, or call (602) 653-6189.

    Home page: www.yuma.army.mil.

    

    Marine Corps

    

    YUMA MARINE CORPS AIR STATION

    History. Marine Harrier, Skyhawk, and Phantom jets have been a familiar sight streaking over the bombing and gunnery ranges adjacent to Yuma Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) in the southwestern Arizona skies since the Marine Corps took over the former Vincent Air Force Base in 1959. Originally authorized in 1928 by President Coolidge (a native Vermonter), the 640 acres that originally comprised Yuma was devoted to air training. One can only speculate what Hernando de Alarcon, the first white man to see the area, would make of the changes that have occurred there since he visited in 1540.

    Today the station occupies over five square miles and is home and work-place for approximately 5,000 permanently assigned military personnel. During the course of an average year, units deploying to Yuma for training account for another 10,000 personnel and 900 aircraft accommodated at the station. Aircraft flying from Yuma MCAS use 2.8 million acres (an area equal to the state of New Jersey) of training ranges, all within ten minutes’ flying time of the station’s 13,300-foot main runway. Today Yuma MCAS is home to Marine Air Group (MAG) 13, a tactical air-combat unit flying the AV-8B Harrier II fighter aircraft. All of this makes Yuma the Marine Corps’s busiest air station and the naval service’s third busiest.

    Housing and Schools. There are more than 800 sets of family quarters at Yuma. The waiting period for quarters depends on the rank of the sponsor and can stretch from as few as four months for an enlisted person to eight months for some officers. There are, however, about 100 mobile home parks available in the civilian community, and the station also operates a temporary lodging facility with 36 units and a 13-unit hostess house.

    Dependent children attend local schools. A child-care center is operated on the station, and on-base educational facilities cover the full range of opportunities for improvement in vocational military skills, as well as off-duty pursuit of college courses. Instruction is available from Arizona Western College, Northern Arizona University, Southern Illinois University, and Webster College.

    Personal Services. The quality of life onboard the station is enhanced by a full range of commissary and Marine Corps exchange operations. Medical and dental care are provided by on-base clinics. Inpatient and specialty medical care are available through civilian sources or the Naval Regional Medical Center in San Diego.

    Recreation. The special services office operates a vigorous recreational activities program for the personnel at Yuma. These include a twelve-lane bowling alley, a gym, tennis courts, swimming pools, stables, athletic and camping gear issue, hobby shops, a skeet club, and officers, staff NCO, and enlisted clubs.

    The Local Area. Yuma, a city of 60,000 people, is a beautiful town with a dry and delightful climate, especially during the winter months. Annual rainfall is less than three inches, but the town is surrounded by water in the form of canals and small lakes formed by the Colorado River. This gives the angler and water sports enthusiast much opportunity to engage in these pastimes most of the year. The sun shines at Yuma an estimated 96 percent of the time.

    The surrounding area has many interesting places to see, and there are many activities to participate in, from greyhound racing to gun shows to rodeos. Every summer, one may enter the annual inner-tube race on the Colorado or just stand on the riverbank and watch the courageous contenders float by. Historic Fort Yuma and the notorious Yuma Territorial Prison and Museum are favorite tourist attractions, as are the state parks and many recreational lakes in the immediate vicinity. And of course, Mexico is only 11 miles from Yuma, with San Luis, Mexico, only 23 miles south of Yuma.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, P.O. Box 99113, Yuma, AZ 85369-9113, or call (520) 341-2275.

    Home page: www.usmc.mil/baseguide/yuma.

    
      

      

    

    

    ARKANSAS

    

    Air Force

    

    LITTLE ROCK AIR FORCE BASE

    History. When the first airmen came to Jacksonville, Arkansas, in 1955, there were no quarters ready for them at the base, so the local people put them up. In 1952, a Little Rock citizens’ committee began raising the money needed to purchase the first 6,000 acres of land required for the base’s construction, and eventually this land was donated to the U.S. government by the citizens. Arkansas congressman Brooks Hays personally turned the first shovel to begin construction on the base housing. Military personnel have always been cordially welcomed at Little Rock.

    Today the base is home to some 4,700 active-duty personnel, their 5,500 family members, and 1,300 civilian employees. The host unit is the 314th Airlift Wing, which has the dual mission of worldwide airlift and airlift crew training to conduct tactical air operations globally.

    Housing and Schools. There are over 1,500 units of family housing and more than 800 enlisted units on the base. Transient lodging is limited to seven VIP units, 180 units for visiting officers, and another 144 for enlisted personnel. There are also 24 spaces available for RVs on the base.

    There is an elementary school on the base and a child-care center. The base education center offers schooling for adults from various universities and colleges to include Arkansas State University, University of Arkansas, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Harding University, Hendrix College, Park College, Philander Smith College, Pikes Peak Community College, and other institutions.

    Personal Services. Medical services are provided by the 20-bed hospital operated by the 314th Medical Group. There are a very large commissary, an exchange, and a shoppette available on base.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities at Little Rock are excellent. Among the many offered are a gym, the eighteen-hole Deer Run Golf Course, a twenty-four-lane bowling center, a twelve-bay automotive hobby center, a saddle club, a sports and fitness center, and a wood skills center. In the culinary arts arena, the Airlifter’s Club offers a generous menu for members and guests, while Champs Pizza and Subs provides singular gustatory service to hungry airmen. Little Rock also has two lakes where fishing and canoeing are allowed. A family camp is conveniently situated near the lakes.

    The Local Area. Jacksonville, just outside the base, has a population of about 30,000. The base is located about 20 miles northeast of Little Rock, the state capital. Metropolitan Little Rock operates 19 parks and a 200-acre zoo. The climate is temperate, with an average mean temperature of 61° F. Snow is rare and precipitation is usually in the form of rain, which averages approximately 48 inches a year.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs, Little Rock AFB, PSC Box 2400, AR 72099-4399, or call (501) 987-1110.

    Home page: www.littlerock.af.mil.
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    Air Force

    

    BEALE AIR FORCE BASE

    What do the Army Camel Corps and Beale Air Force Base have in common? Gen. Edward Fitzgerald Beale. During the administration of Franklin Pierce, Beale, then an Army officer, suggested to Secretary of War Jefferson Davis that the Army’s transportation problems in the Southwest could be alleviated by importing camels from North Africa to act as beasts of burden. The idea was tried, but the Army lost interest and Beale went on to a successful career in business.

    History. Opened in 1942, Camp Beale was home to the Army’s 13th Armored Division, which trained infantry and tank crews on its 86,000 acres. Although reduced to 23,000 acres when acquired by the Air Force, today Beale is one of the largest bases in the Air Combat Command. The base is home to the 9th Reconnaissance Wing, which flies U-2S and T-38 aircraft, and to more than 3,400 military personnel, 4,000 family members, and a civilian workforce of more than 1,300 people.

    Housing and Schools. There are over 1,400 units of family housing available at Beale, plus a mobile home park that can accommodate 140 trailers. The housing area is situated about 10 miles from the flight line, in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. Temporary lodging is available for visitors and newly assigned personnel.

    Two elementary schools for children in kindergarten through sixth grade are operated on the base, and a child-care center is available there as well. Educational opportunities for adults are offered through California State University, the University of Southern California, and Chapman College, all of which conduct on-base classes.

    Personal Services. On-base services include a medical clinic, a base exchange, a commissary, and complete banking facilities.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities at Beale range from hunting preserves to family garden plots. The sports-minded will find a gymnasium, a 16-lane bowling center, swimming pools, a nine-hole golf course, and a fine intramural sports program. A recreation center, arts and crafts and hobby shops, and an on-base picnic area are also offered. The base has many lakes and streams well stocked with fish, and small-game hunting on the base is very good for pheasant, duck, quail, rabbit, and dove.

    The Local Area. Beale lies just 10 miles west of the twin cities of Marysville and Yuba City, which have a combined population of 50,000. Lake Tahoe and Reno are not far to the east, and the Oroville State Recreation Area is less than 40 miles north of Marysville. The climate in this area offers long, hot summers with little humidity, and the winters are relatively mild. In the summer months, striped bass weighing up to 50 pounds may be caught in the local rivers.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 590 C Street, Beale AFB, CA 95903-5300, or call (916) 530-8889. Home page: www.beale.af.mil.

    

    EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE

    With a wooden propeller attached to its nose to disguise its real propulsion system, the Bell XP-59A, America’s first jet aircraft, arrived at Edwards Air Force Base in September 1942 and made its first test flight there on 1 October 1942. On 14 April 1981, the space shuttle Columbia landed there, another important first in the base’s long and exciting history.

    History. Edwards began its official existence in 1933, when it was used as a bombing range for the Army Air Corps, and in 1937, Air Corps gunnery and bombing maneuvers were held there. Known initially as Muroc Army Air Field and later as Muroc Air Force Base, the installation was named in 1949 in honor of Capt. Glen W. Edwards, a native of California who was killed in a test flight of the “flying wing” experimental bomber in June 1948. Today Edwards’s 301,000 acres are home to the Air Force Flight Test Center and 3,500 military personnel, 5,400 family members, and 7,200 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. Edwards has over 1,800 sets of government quarters spread throughout eight separate housing areas. Unaccompanied personnel are housed in one-bedroom, apartment-style units for officers and dorms for enlisted people. The base has three elementary schools and two secondary schools. The education services center offers college courses from Cerro Coso Community College, Chapman College, the University of Southern Illinois, California State University, Embry-Riddle University, and the University of Phoenix.

    Personal Services. The personal services and facilities available at Edwards include the 95th Medical Group’s clinic, a commissary, a base exchange with many concessions, such as the Colonial Inn cafeteria located near the flight line and a service station, and family support and child-development centers.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a 20-lane bowling alley, a gym with an enclosed swimming pool open year-round, and an 18-hole, par 72 golf course. Officers and NCO clubs are located on base, as are a library, a theater, a skating rink, a variety of hobby shops (auto, ceramics, and wood), stables, aero and rod and gun clubs, and a community center. A 35-channel cable TV package is available.

    The Local Area. Edwards AFB is located about 20 miles east of Mojave and eight miles west of Boron, sandwiched between the small communities of Lancaster, thirty-five miles to the south, and California City, 20 miles to the north. In the bigger picture, Edwards is 100 miles northeast of Los Angeles, 90 miles northwest of San Bernardino, and 80 miles southeast of Bakersfield. The climate there is dry, and the weather is generally clear. Temperatures average around 100° F in the summer and 40° F in winter, but the humidity is low; about four inches of rain fall there in an average year. The base is situated in the Antelope Valley, one of many such valleys in the Mojave Desert area, and is at an elevation of 2,300 feet.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 15 Teager Boulevard, Edwards AFB, CA 93524-1225, or call (661) 277-3510. Home page: www.edwards.af.mil.

    

    LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE BASE

    Los Angeles Air Force Base is located in El Segundo, three miles south of Los Angeles International Airport. It is not like a conventional air base, because little of a conventional nature goes on there. Los Angeles AFB is a key installation in the space-development program.

    History. The base was dedicated in July 1964, and today is home for Air Force Materiel Command’s Space and Missile Systems Center, with the mission of strengthening our national defense through the full exploitation of space. Los Angeles AFB occupies about 100 acres of urban-industrial real estate and employs 1,419 military and 990 civilian personnel. The adjacent Aerospace Corporation employs over 3,000 workers.

    Housing and Schools. Housing is located nineteen miles south of the base at the Fort MacArthur Annex. The 299 officer and 275 enlisted town houses and renovated field-grade homes are in high demand, with a waiting time of about nine to twelve months. Temporary living facilities and visiting quarters are available at Fort MacArthur. Housing off base is very expensive: Two-bedroom apartment rentals begin at $750 per month.

    Dependent children attend schools off base. Adult education is offered on base by several colleges, and more than 100 colleges and universities are situated in the greater Los Angeles area, giving servicemembers a wide variety of choices.

    Personal Services. Medical care at the base is provided by the 61st Medical Squadron, but patients are seen there by appointment and emergency services are not available. Definitive medical care is provided by local civilian hospitals or the Naval Hospital in San Diego. A large commissary is located on base, and a base exchange operates there with a main store, a flower shop, a laundry and dry cleaner, a service station, and other concessions. Officers and NCO club facilities are also offered.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a gymnasium, hobby shops (auto and arts and crafts), and a recreational supply checkout facility where camping, athletic, and water sports equipment are available.

    Los Angeles AFB is divided into two areas. Area A has restricted access; Area B, where most of the base morale and support facilities are situated, is open to the public.

    The Local Area. Although there is little to see at the base itself, the local area abounds with sights and attractions. Fort MacArthur provides a pool, a picnic area, and an unparalleled view of the Pacific Ocean. Tourist draws in the area range from skiing in the local mountains to sunning on the beaches. Disneyland and Universal Studios tours are prime attractions. The weather is very nice during the early spring months, but from June to September the smog associated with the Los Angeles area can be very unpleasant, as can the traffic, which sometimes transforms the freeways into parking lots.

    For more information, write to Space and Missile System Center Public Affairs Officer, 2430 E. El Segundo Boulevard, Suite 4049, Los Angeles AFB, CA 90245-4587, or call (310) 363-1110. Home page: www.laafb.af.mil.

    

    MCCLELLAN AIR FORCE BASE

    (Note: McClellan Air Force Base is scheduled to close in the summer of 2001.)

    McClellan Air Force Base occupies 3,763 acres of land ten miles northeast of Sacramento and is home to more than 2,080 active-duty personnel, their families, and 7,511 Department of Defense civilian employees. The key words at McClellan are maintenance and logistics. The Air Logistics Center has responsibility as system manager for aircraft such as the A-10, the F/EF-111, and the F-117A (Stealth fighter).

    History. The base began life in 1937 as the Sacramento Air Depot but was renamed later that year in honor of Maj. Hezekiah McClellan, a pioneer in the charting of Alaskan air routes and aeronautical experiments, who was killed while flight-testing an aircraft near Centerville, Ohio, in a crash on 25 May 1936.

    Housing and Schools. There are over 600 family housing units at McClellan located in two separate housing areas situated around the base. Transient billeting and guest housing are available to both officers and enlisted personnel for short-term occupancy.

    Dependent school-age children attend classes in one of the 17 school districts operated in Sacramento County. The base offers a child-care center with the capacity for 140 children. The education services office offers on-base college courses from such institutions as Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and the University of Idaho.

    Personal Services. The USAF clinic at McClellan offers outpatient services to active-duty personnel, retirees, and dependents, with referrals to the David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air Force Base. Other facilities include a base exchange, a commissary, and a package store. Excellent officers and NCO clubs are also available.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a nine-hole golf course, three swimming pools, a gymnasium, a 20-lane bowling center, hobby shops, numerous clubs and associations, and a two-story recreational center.

    The Local Area. McClellan AFB is situated at the intersection of Interstate 80 and Business 80, in the northeast section of Sacramento. The climate in this part of California is temperate, with low humidity most of the year. Annual rainfall averages less than eighteen inches, with most of it falling from December through February. About 1.5 million people live in the Sacramento area, 320,000 in the city of Sacramento itself. San Francisco is 90 miles to the west; Lake Tahoe, Reno, and the Sierras are approximately 120 miles east of the base; and Napa and Sonoma Counties are within easy driving distance.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 3237 Peacekeeper Way, Suite 5, McClellan AFB, CA 95652-1089, or call (916) 643-2111. Home page: www.mcclellan.af.mil.

    

    ONIZUKA AIR STATION

    (Note: At press time, the functions at Onizuka AS were scheduled to move to Schriever AFB in Colorado by the end of 2001.)

    Onizuka Air Station occupies 23 acres at Sunnyvale, 37 miles south of San Francisco. At Onizuka, the Air Force monitors and controls on-orbit military spacecraft from sites all over the world.

    History. Onizuka, named for Lt. Col. Ellison S. Onizuka, who died aboard the Challenger space shuttle in 1986, has been in the space business since 1960, when it was the Satellite Test Annex. In 1971, it was renamed Sunnyvale Air Force Station. It became Onizuka Air Force Base in August 1987.

    Onizuka is home to the 750th Space Group and Detachments 2 and 6 of the Air Force Space Missile Systems Center. The 750th Space Group controls all Defense Department space shuttle missions from launch through landing. There are about 780 military personnel, 1,200 family members, and approximately 2,200 contractor personnel at Onizuka.

    Housing and Schools. Onizuka has control of 711 units of family housing. Children attend schools in the Bay Area. There is a child-care center for 126 children at Onizuka.

    Personal and Recreational Services. Onizuka has a small convenience store and a consolidated open mess. A small weight room is available for use by personnel stationed at Onizuka. Beaches, mountain resorts, and Yosemite National Park, as well as the city of San Francisco, are within comfortable driving distance of the base.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs, 750SGP, 1080 Lockheed Way, Box 53, Sunnyvale, CA 94089-1235, or call (408) 752-3000. Home page: www.oafb.af.mil.

    

    TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE

    Travis Air Force Base has earned its name as “America’s First Choice.” Until fairly recently, most troops deploying to the Far East and returning home from there processed through Travis. In 1973, Travis welcomed 143 American POWs from North Vietnamese prison camps, and in 1975, the base hosted thousands of South Vietnamese refugees fleeing their country after the Communist conquest.

    History. Named in honor of Brig. Gen. Robert F. Travis, who was killed in a B-29 crash at the end of the local runway in August 1950, Travis AFB was activated as Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Field in 1942 and renamed in 1951. Today it occupies over 6,000 acres 50 miles northeast of San Francisco and is home to the men and women of the 60th Air Mobility Wing and the 349th Air Mobility Wing (Reserve). The 60th AMW is responsible for four squadrons that fly the KC-10 Extender and C-5 Galaxy aircraft. Travis is home to 7,300 active-duty personnel, 9,100 family members, 5,200 reserve components personnel, and more than 2,000 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. There are over 2,400 units of family housing available at Travis, as well as fifty spaces in the on-base mobile home park. Temporary living quarters are available to families traveling on permanent-change-of-station orders.

    Travis operates three child-care centers and three elementary schools (kindergarten through fifth grade). A junior high and a high school are located just off base. The base education center provides assistance in enrolling in several undergraduate and graduate-level courses offered on base through Golden Gate University, Southern Illinois University, Chapman University, and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

    Personal Services. Medical care is provided by the 300-bed David Grant USAF Medical Center. The commissary at Travis stocks more than 12,000 line items and serves 70,000 patrons each month. The base exchange complex offers a wide variety of concessions. Food concessions available include a Baskin Robbins ice cream shop, a Burger King, Popeye’s Chicken, Robin Hood, Taco Bell, Anthony’s Pizza, and snack bars. The base club system includes officers and all-ranks enlisted clubs.

    Recreation. Athletic and recreational facilities include two swimming pools, an 18-hole golf course, a 32-lane bowling alley, two gyms, an equestrian center, an arts and crafts center, and several jogging courses. Four parks are located on the base: North Gate, Eucalyptus, Travisville, and Airman. Three offer picnicking and playgrounds. The base family camp is open year-round and has 24 camper spaces with hookups and 12 without, restrooms, a playground, and two pavilions with barbecue pits. Camping, volleyball, hiking, and softball, as well as camping- and fishing-gear rentals, are also available.

    The Local Area. Travis is immediately adjacent to the twin cities of Fairfield and Suisun. Fairfield has a population of over 80,000, while Suisun City is home to more than 19,000 people. Nearby Vacaville, seven miles north of Travis, has a population of more than 66,000. Sacramento is about 45 miles to the east, and San Francisco is about 50 miles to the west.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, 400 Brennan Circle, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2127, or call (707) 424-2011. Home page: www.travis.af.mil.

    

    VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE

    Vandenberg Air Force Base is one of the few places where you can sit in the ice cream parlor in the main exchange complex and savor a dish of chocolate chip while intercontinental ballistic missiles roar overhead to targets 4,200 miles downrange in the Pacific Ocean. Since 1958, Vandenberg has conducted over 1,700 launches. Rocketry is the central feature of all activity on the base.

    History. Named after Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, the second Air Force chief of staff, the base was chosen as the Air Force’s first missile installation in 1956. Today it is the third-largest base in the Air Force, covering more than 98,000 acres (that’s 154 square miles!). The host organization at Vandenberg is the 30th Space Wing.

    Housing and Schools. There are 2,068 sets of family quarters at Vandenberg. Transient families traveling on official orders may obtain temporary quarters on a reserved basis. Off-base apartment rentals run from $550 to $800 per month. It runs from $850 to $1,200 per month to rent a three-bedroom house off-base.

    The base offers a child-care center, two elementary schools, and a middle school; high school students attend classes off base. The education center is the focal point for college course enrollments.

    Personal Services. The 45-bed clinic at Vandenberg provides a basic level of medical care for all active-duty and retired personnel and their families but has no emergency room core services. Among the other service facilities are the $3 million main exchange complex, a commissary, and complete banking facilities.

    Recreation. Recreational facilities include a swimming pool, an 18-hole golf course, and a 20-lane bowling center. Also available are officers and NCO clubs, an arts and crafts complex, a rod and gun club, and a gymnasium. Vandenberg also offers an excellent tour program to such places as Las Vegas, Reno, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.

    The Local Area. Nearby communities include Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, and Lompoc. These three towns have a total combined population of 140,000 people, and all are located within ten miles of the base. Santa Maria, the largest local community, has 65,000 residents. Santa Barbara, an hour’s drive southeast of Vandenberg, is a city of 89,000 inhabitants.

    For most of the year, Vandenberg’s average high temperature stays between 60° F and 65° F, with lows ranging between 40° F and 50° F. With its proximity to the ocean, the base experiences considerable periods of heavy fog, especially in the summer months.

    Just a few miles west of the base lie the Sierra Madre and Los Padres National Forest. Los Padres covers over 1.7 million acres and offers more than 300 campsites and picnic areas and two major ski areas. Deer, boar, and wild-fowl may be hunted in its reserves.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs, 30th Space Wing, 747 Nebraska Avenue, Suite A103, Vandenberg AFB, CA 93437-6267, or call (805) 606-3595. Home page: www.vafb.af.mil.

    

    Army

    

    FORT IRWIN NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER

    When you leave Barstow

    To go to Fort Irwin,

    There is nothing to show

    That the post is there,

    The closer you get

    The more you wonder

    Is there really a post,

    WHERE?

    —Barbara Parker, Fort Irwin ACS volunteer

    Fort Irwin is there, all right, 37 miles northeast of Barstow, California, midway between Las Vegas and Los Angeles—1,000 square miles of some of the most rugged terrain in the United States. As the poet will testify, however, isolated and harsh as the post is, the Army community there has a big heart and offers everyone a warm welcome. As the second-largest employer in San Bernardino County, supporters of the post are quick to quote a former Army chief of staff, “Fort Irwin will close sometime after the Pentagon closes.”

    History. The land that now constitutes Fort Irwin was first set aside for military training in August 1940. Originally a subpost of Camp Haan, which was adjacent to what is now March Air Reserve Base in Riverside, Fort Irwin was named after Maj. Gen. George Leroy Irwin, commander of the 57th Field Artillery Brigade in World War I. The installation has had a checkered history of deactivations and activations, the most recent in October 1980, when it was activated as the National Training Center (NTC). Today, 10 times each year, 4,000 to 5,500 soldiers deploy to NTC to engage in a strenuous, 28-day training event called “a rotation.” There is nothing like it anywhere else in the world. No other training anywhere approaches the battlefield realism, scope, and intensity achieved at the NTC. Soldiers and their leaders come from all over the United States to train in the desert here and improve their fighting skills for future engagements in similar environments, to include urban warfare settings, in a safe, closely controlled environment.

    Housing and Schools. There are 2,103 units of government housing available at Fort Irwin, including 75 mobile-home pads. Dependent schooling is provided by the Silver Valley Unified School District: On-post schooling consists of an elementary and middle school; high school students attend Silver Valley High in Daggett, 34 miles south of Fort Irwin. Child care is available through several centers on post. Adult education is provided through the post education office and consists of college courses offered by Barstow College and California Baptist College.

    Personal Services. Weed Army Community Hospital, a 22-bed facility, is the primary health-care provider for personnel at Fort Irwin; dental care is available for dependents on a space-available basis. A post exchange and commissary, the Leaders Club, an arts and crafts center, the soldiers club, a Burger King, a laundry and dry-cleaning service, a pizza parlor and delivery service, a flower shop, a barber shop, a beauty salon, a package beverage store, a Baskin Robbins ice cream parlor, and a shoppette are all located on base.

    Recreation. Fort Irwin offers beaucoup benefits for those living there. The NTC offers a 20-lane bowling center, a recreation rental center, and riding stables. Soldiers Park, located near the family swimming pool, offers barbecue facilities, picnic tables, and plenty of shade trees. A modern fitness center offers all types of indoor sports, and the Ingalls Recreation Center has a big-screen TV, pool tables, video games, and a 640-seat auditorium for special events. The rod and gun club promotes hunting, fishing, archery, and recreational shooting.

    There are two swimming pools at Fort Irwin—the family pool and the troop pool—both open year-round. The information, tours, and travel office arranges tours to many California amusement centers, including Disneyland and Universal Studios.

    The Local Area. The weather in this area is hot and dry. The average high summer temperature at Fort Irwin is around 100° F, with an average low in the winter of 37° F. The average annual rainfall is only two and a half inches. Remote as it may seem to be, the Barstow–Fort Irwin area is rich in natural wonders and California history and is still a haven for tourists. Barstow itself is the site of the largest silver strike in California’s history, and mining still goes on there today. The San Bernardino National Forest is only 60 miles south of Barstow, San Diego is a four-hour drive away, and world-famous attractions such as Death Valley, Palm Springs, and the Colorado River are all within easy driving distance.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Officer, NTC Public Affairs Office, P.O. Box 105067, Fort Irwin, CA 92310-5000, or call (760) 380-4511, or fax (760) 380-3075. Home page: www.irwin.army.mil.

    

    PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY

    For most of the more than 2,000 years human beings are known to have lived on the site of the Presidio of Monterey, English has not been the primary language. Today, if the shades of any of the Rumsen Indians or Spanish settlers who lived there in former times still linger on the site, the place must seem to them a veritable Babel of languages, with everything from Albanian to Vietnamese spoken there.

    History. The Presidio shares in the great natural beauty of the Monterey Peninsula. Originally claimed by the Spanish in 1602, the area was not permanently settled by them until 1770. The original presidio, or fort, was built in 1792. It was taken over by the United States in 1846. In 1946, the Army established a language school there that became the Defense Language Institute in 1963. Today the Presidio is home to about 315 active-duty permanent-party personnel, 2,600 students, 700 family members, and 970 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. Because the Presidio’s basic mission is to support a school population, housing for married personnel assigned there permanently is limited, with only 43 sets of officer family units and 50 enlisted units actually located on post. Another 440 officer enlisted units are available at the Presidio Annex (formerly Fort Ord). Rooms for 2,500 students are available on the post. Dependent schooling is available off post, and the Presidio operates a child-care center capable of handling up to 145 children.

    As of fall 1995, the average monthly rental for a one-bedroom, unfurnished apartment off post was $550; furnished two-bedroom houses were renting for around $1,500 a month; and utility rates ranged from $75 to $200 a month.

    Servicemembers assigned to the Defense Language Institute as students or permanent-party personnel may pursue off-duty education. Currently, twenty-four different language courses are taught there to about 2,900 resident and 100,000 nonresident Department of Defense personnel each year. These courses are taught by a military and civilian faculty of 780. The Institute uses 400 classrooms with the latest audiovisual training aids, a library of over 100,000 foreign-language texts and periodicals, and an electronic media center complete with computer-assisted learning aids. The Institute has been accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. The courses taught vary in length from 25 to 67 weeks, depending on the difficulty of the language being taught.

    The Education Center regularly provides counselors who visit the Institute to assist personnel who wish to attend colleges and universities in the immediate area.

    Personal Services. The installation offers the basic facilities found on any military post, including a bank, a credit union, clubs, and an exchange store. Commissary and main exchange facilities are available at the Annex, and personnel stationed at the Presidio are eligible to take advantage of all the other facilities offered there.

    The Local Area. The climate at the Presidio is one of the most attractive features there because it has no extremes. The lows average 56° F and the highs 75° F year-round. Most rain falls between the months of November and February and averages about 17 inches per year.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, Attention: DLIFC, Presidio of Monterey, CA 93944-5006, or call (408) 242-5104. Home page: www.pom.army.mil.

    

    Coast Guard

    

    ALAMEDA COAST GUARD SUPPORT CENTER

    Located in the Oakland Estuary between Oakland and Alameda, the Coast Guard Support Center is situated on a 67-acre artificial island formed in 1913. Built originally by the federal government to contain office buildings, it has been a Coast Guard station since 1926.

    Today the island is home to the Pacific Area Command of the Coast Guard. Other commands sharing the island include the Maintenance and Logistics Command Pacific; Support Center Alameda; Marine Safety Office, San Francisco; Joint Task Force (JTF) 5; and four 378-foot high-endurance cutters—the Sherman, the Morganthau, the Munro, and the Boutwell. JTF 5 is a Department of Defense Command, headed by a Coast Guard admiral but representing each military service, with the mission of supporting the war on drugs. Approximately 1,600 active-duty and reserve personnel work on the island.

    Family housing and schools for the children of active-duty personnel assigned to the island are available in the surrounding community and at a number of other military installations in the Bay Area. Bachelor quarters for officers and enlisted personnel are available on the station. Medical care is provided on an appointment basis by an outpatient clinic.

    Other facilities include a small Coast Guard exchange with a gas station, a fully equipped gym, a swimming pool, and a galley.

    For more information, write to Commander (DPA-NR), 11th Coast Guard District, Coast Guard Island, Building 42, Alameda, CA 94501-5100, or call (510) 437-3325. Home page: www.wenet.net~uscg.

    

    PETALUMA COAST GUARD TRAINING CENTER

    Situated 40 miles north of San Francisco and only ten miles from the Pacific Ocean, the Petaluma Coast Guard Training Center occupies an 800-acre tract of land in northern California’s rolling pastoral countryside on the Sonoma-Marin County line. It consists of 219 buildings, including 129 family units, a fully staffed clinic, a chapel, a small police and fire department, and over 200,000 square feet of training facilities.

    History. The site of six sheep ranches before it was purchased by the Army in 1942, the land was acquired by the Coast Guard as a training command in 1971. Two of the original ranch houses are still standing: One has the proud distinction of serving as the office of the command’s enlisted advisor, and the other is the commanding officer’s quarters.

    Today the center is the Coast Guard’s West Coast resident training facility for petty officers, graduating approximately 7,000 students a year from some 50 courses in subjects such as health services, electronics, leadership and management, and maritime law enforcement. It is also home to the Coast Guard’s Chief Petty Officer Academy. The center’s resident population averages 500 students plus a faculty and staff of about 330 active-duty personnel, 260 family members, and 55 civilian employees.

    Housing and Schools. Petaluma has 127 units of two-, three-, and four-bedroom family quarters available, 120 of them for enlisted personnel. A 50-unit visiting enlisted quarters and an eight-room guest house are available with reservations. A day-care center for 30 children is available on the base, and dependent schooling is provided in Petaluma.

    Personal Services and Recreation. Medical care is provided by the Ralph R. Nix, Jr., Clinic that has its own pharmacy, dental care, X-ray, and lab facilities. More definitive care is available at Travis Air Force Base. Although Petaluma has no commissary, it does boast a minimart, a delicatessen, and an exchange. There is also a tailor and dry cleaner, a credit union, a barber shop, a post office, and a gas station. Recreational facilities include an auto hobby shop, a bowling alley, a gym and fitness center, a swimming pool, a movie theater, a library, and a consolidated club facility.

    The Local Area. By far one of the most popular attractions at Petaluma is the wonderful rolling countryside that surrounds the center and provides it with the tranquil environment so necessary to the learning process. Petaluma, a small community of about 33,000, is situated 30 miles west of the Napa Valley, a few miles east of the Point Reyes National Seashore, and within easy driving distance of San Francisco.

    For more information, write to Public Affairs Office, USCG Training Center, Petaluma, CA 94952-5000, or call (707) 765-7211. Home page: www.uscg.mil/hq/tcpet/index.htm.

    

    Marine Corps

    

    BARSTOW MARINE CORPS LOGISTICS BASE

    Barstow Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) is situated a few miles east of Barstow, in the Mojave Desert. To the north are Fort Irwin and the China Lake Naval Weapons Center; Edwards Air Force Base lies immediately to the west along Interstate 15; and Twentynine Palms Marine Corps Base is to the east. The gateway to Death Valley National Monument lies about 100 miles from the base. The area is warm and dry.

    History. The first Marines landed at Barstow in December 1942. The base actually consists of two sites—the headquarters at Nebo, near Interstate 40, two miles east of Barstow; and Yermo, an annex eleven miles from Barstow (eight miles northeast of Nebo). Both sites are 2,100 feet above sea level and in the heart of the Mojave Desert. Today the base’s mission is to procure, maintain, repair, store, and issue all classes of supplies and equipment needed by Marines stationed west of the Mississippi, including those stationed in the Far East as well. MCLB Barstow has the largest rail operation in the Department of Defense and has the only container consolidation point for the Marine Corps. There are approximately 350 Marines and 1,750 civilian workers at the base to do the job.
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