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INTRODUCTION









Welcome dog lovers!


Join Scruff for a


paw-pumping journey


through the wacky and


wonderful world of dogs.
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Everyone who owns a dog thinks they have the cleverest,

most amazing and lovable pet in the world. If you have a

dog, no doubt you think this too! Pet dogs make you laugh.

They lick you when you’re sad, chase after you when you

run and play hide and seek. Or curl up with you when

you’re reading. They take you on walks to your favourite

places, like the beach or the park. Sometimes they bark to

let you know when there are strangers near your home.

And sometimes they growl to protect you.








What you might not know is that dogs can be more

amazing and bizarre than you could ever imagine! They can

act in ways that are mysterious and even unexplainable.

What could be more amazing than a dog which unlocked

his own cage door, night after night, and then released all

the other dogs in their animal shelter so they could have a

midnight feast? Or more bizarre than a dog that snored so

loudly he kept his whole neighbourhood awake? Or more

inexplicable than dogs knowing well before humans do that

an earthquake will strike?






There are many great stories of dogs of all shapes and sizes

in this book. So, curl up in a comfy place with your dog, and

read some stories about our canine friends from all over

the world. Maybe one day your pet will tell you a tale or

two about a dog’s life which will make your hair rise and

your skin go pimply!
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Chapter 1







DOGS IN HISTORY













Dogs have an
amazing, long history.


So much to learn, so much to love!
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THE FIRST DOGS


Dogs trace their ancestry back some 60 millions years ago

to a small, weasel-like beast called Miacis. Today, there are

over 700 different breeds all over the world. Wolves, foxes,

dingos, coyotes and racoon dogs are cousins of the modern

dog.




HUNTERS


The first dogs to hunt in packs and the first small companion

breeds were probably bred in ancient China. Written

records more than 4,000 years old from China show that

dog trainers were held in high esteem and that kennel

masters raised and looked after large numbers of dogs.




AFGHANS


The Afghan hound is mentioned in writings as far back as

4000BC. Its name can be translated as ‘baboon’ or ‘monkeyfaced

hound.’ Despite these unflattering names, the Afghan

was a favorite of royalty.




FU DOGS


Fu dogs (also known as foo or fo) are prominent in the

Buddhist religion and widespread over the Far East. In

Korea, they are known as “the lions of Korea.” The Chinese

call it the “Dog of Fo”, fo being the Chinese word for Buddha.

Fu dogs are found at the threshold of Buddhist temples.

The earliest traces of the animal show up in art from the

Han dynasty dating from approximately 208BC to 221AD.

Usually the companion of Buddha, the fu dog is considered

to be a fantastic animal.




VERY OLD


Pekinese dogs were sacred to the emperors of China more

than 2,000 years ago. They are one of the oldest breeds of

dogs in the world.
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PHARAOH’S DOG


When a royal guard dog named Abutiu (“With Pointed

Ears”) died in 2180 BC, the grieving Pharaoh ordered a

sarcophagus made for the dog. He also demanded that

a “very fine cloth, incense and scented oil” be used in

the mummification process. It was decreed that Abutiu

be interred in his own underground tomb, specially

constructed by the royal stonemasons, “so that he might

become one of the Blessed.”




ALEXANDER’S DOG


Peritas is a city named after a dog. A mastiff-like hound –

often referred to in literature as a greyhound – Peritas was

given as a puppy to a Macedonian boy named Alexander

for his 11th birthday in 325BC. Peritas travelled with

Alexander (the Great) who, as a general, conquered much

of the known world of the time. When Peritas died on a

pass to India, Alexander led a formal funeral procession to

the grave and erected a large stone monument on the site.

He then ordered nearby residents to celebrate her memory

in annual festivities. A city by the name still exists in this

location.











Nova - a noble mastiff-like hound.


BFR Martin Groundsell
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Sensational Scully.


BFR Wetnose Fotos
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OLDEST PURE-BRED


The oldest pure-bred British dog is reckoned to be the

Cardigan Welsh Corgi. It has been traced back to dogs

brought to Wales by the Celts from the Black Sea around

1200BC.




GREAT EARLY DOGS


Early dog breeders were Turkic people known as Ottomans,

who established a large empire which endured for over 600

years into the first quarter of the twentieth century. The

Ottomans recognised breeds of agricultural guard dogs and

also kept hunting dogs such as the pointer and the Turkish

greyhound.




One guard dog breed was the Samsun, described as “...

large dogs, like lions...” A second guard dog breed, which

was said to originate from the shores of Africa, then a part

of the Ottoman Empire, was described as “...large dogs, the

size of asses, and fierce as lions.”




On festival days, these great dogs were led in procession by

two or three men holding them by chains. The dogs were

decked out in satin cloth covers and wore silver collars with

iron points. In peace time, these two breeds were used

primarily by the Court and as livestock guarding dogs. They

also doubled as combat dogs in time of war and some of

them wore armour in parades.




MAIL DOG:


In the 1700s, Fortune was the pet of Josephine who is famous

in history as the wife of the great French general Napoleon

Bonaparte. When Josephine was imprisoned, Fortune

carried secret messages between her and Napoleon. The

dog slept at the foot of Josephine’s bed and bit Napoleon

on the calf on their wedding night!
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THE GREEK WATCH-DOG


Soter was from the ancient Greek city of Corinth. About fifty

dogs were posted around the city to warn if any invaders

appeared. One night, the Persians sent a small company

of invaders to steal under cover of darkness and then hold

the city long enough so that a larger army might launch

a quick surprise attack on Greece. The Persian intelligence

knew there were canine guard dogs. Thus the first task of

the invaders was to eliminate them and prevent the Greeks

from rallying and organising against them. Although the

fifty sentinel dogs were well trained, the Persian invaders

managed to kill all but one of them - Soter, which managed

to escape and to wake up the soldiers. Thus alerted, the

Corinthian garrison was able to repel the invaders; they

also had time to send messengers to bring reinforcements

from nearby allies before the city gates were sealed.




Soter was honoured with a pension and a silver collar

inscribed, “To Soter, defender and saviour of Corinth,

placed under the protection of his friends.” More than

two thousand years later, Napoleon would remember this

incident and post dogs around the perimeter of Alexandria

to alert his garrison of any attempted surprise attacks.
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BLACK SHUCK


Black Shuck is the name given to a large black dog which is

said to roam the Norfolk and Suffolk coastlines in England.

For centuries, the inhabitants of East Anglia have told

tales of a large black hound, the size of a calf, with flaming

eyes. Even as recently as the 1970s, the snarling dog was

reportedly seen on the beach at Great Yarmouth.




Visions such as these are commonly called “Black Dogs”.

These creatures are known to haunt churchyards and

crossroads, appearing before lonely travellers. Black Dogs

may appear as omens of death, but most simply follow

travellers along the road, or appear in front of them briefly.

In more recent times, Black Dogs such as Shuck have

become almost helpful, guiding the lost or accompanying

frightened girls on their way home.




One of the most vivid reports of Black Shuck, though, is in

1577 in a Suffolk church. Black Shuck is said to have burst in

through the large wooden doors. He ran up the nave, past

a large congregation, killing a man and boy and causing the

church tower to collapse through the roof. As the dog left,

he left scorch marks on the north door which can be seen

at the church to this day.




According to the Children’s book The Runton Werewolf by

Ritchie Perry, Black Shuck is a Gronk, a race of friendly shapeshifting

aliens, the ancestors of which were accidentally left

behind on Earth when one of them suffered from stomach

troubles.
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OLDEST BREED


The oldest American dog breed is the American foxhound;

it dates back to 1650!









Clever Charlie - loves to learn.


BFR Wetnose Photos
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DOG IN SPACE


One of the most famous dogs of all time was a mongrel

stray found on the streets of Moscow, Russia. In November

1957, Laika was put on board a space satellite, Sputnik 2,

and launched into the cosmos.




Nicknamed Muttnik, Laika became the first dog in space. In

all, the Soviet Union sent 13 dogs into orbit between 1957

and 1961 but it was Laika who became the most celebrated

canine icon of the space race. Shortly after her launch, the

Soviets said that Laika was not destined to return alive and

would die in space. This statement upset many people. While on her mission, Laika was chained to prevent her

from turning around in the tight cabin of Sputnik 2, and she

was cooled with a fan. She ate her food in jelly form.




When she died from overheating and stress during an orbit,

her coffin circled the Earth 2570 times and burned up in

Earth’s atmosphere on 4 April 1958.
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Chapter 2







DOGGY
ADVENTURERS











“Are dogs daring and
courageous?”
I hear you ask


Yes, they are fabulous!
Check this out...
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