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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the amazing world of crochet Arctic animals! Stay warm and cozy as you stitch these animals from the comfort of your home, though they are from the frigid cold! Enjoy crocheting Zane the Ermine, Lumi the Orca, Ola the Caribou, and their friends. They are all sweet and have different elements that make them unique and special. If you’re a beginner, jump in and utilize the Stitch Guide starting on page 96 to learn new skills and techniques as you make new animals.


I teamed up with my daughter, Kim Simpson, to design these little cuties. We worked together on colors, style, and photography—and had the best time! I hope you can feel the creativity through this entire book and that it inspires you to try many of these animals.


Stay warm, my friends, and best stitches! Kristi








TIPS FOR CROCHET AMIGURUMI ANIMALS

When you crochet animals, consider the following tips:



	
[image: fig_2_1.png] If you have gaps in your stitches, try using a smaller size hook, using a tighter tension, removing some stuffing, and/or using the invisible single crochet 2 together (sc2tog) decrease (see page 103).

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Most of the animals in this book are designed to have one combined body and head form. The key to keeping the head from being floppy around the neckline is stuffing! Add stuffing, and then add some more! Fiberfill stuffing is available at your local craft shop or online. Alternatively, a budget-friendly option is the filling from old cushions or pillows.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Even when adding stuffing to the arms, legs, body, or other pieces, put as much stuffing as you can into the piece all at once in one big clump, and then add more to the center of the clump if needed. The key is to add stuffing only in the middle, so the outside remains smooth and less lumpy. Put the stuffing in layer by layer, one on top of the other, until the piece is filled.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Learn how to make the magic ring (sometimes called the magic circle). It allows you to pull the beginning round tightly so that there isn’t a hole in your work. I have included it in the Stitch Guide on page 97 so you can see, step by step, how to complete this technique.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Before adding the eyes (or any body part), stuff the body or head so you can see its shape. You can always remove the stuffing and continue your project, but it’ll make the assembly easier as you complete the project.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] When joining the final round, use the invisible join. It allows the last join to not be just a slip stitch and knot, instead making the final stitch look like all the other stitches. It’s easy, and directions can be found in the Stitch Guide.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] When decreasing, use the invisible sc2tog (see Stitch Guide).

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Count your stitches. In most of the patterns, rows and rounds vary in counts, so keep track! Count! It will save you time, I promise!

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Use stitch markers. Keep a stash to use to mark where the eyes will go or where you want to add the arms and legs. They can be used in many different ways beyond just marking your starting stitch.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] When sewing on your pieces, use a yarn needle or two to hold the items in place. Use them like pins to secure the pieces (you can also use stitch markers).

	
[image: fig_2_2.png] Important safety note: Never attach anything to a toddler’s or baby’s toy or doll that can be pulled or chewed off and swallowed. I have used safety eyes on most of the animals, but a simple crocheted round eye, or circle, can be used instead.





Notes on the Instructions



	
[image: fig_2_1.png] When a number appears before the stitch name, such as “3 dc,” work these stitches into the same stitch—for example, “3 dc into the next st.”

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] When only one stitch is to be worked into each of a number of stitches, it can be written like this: “1 sc in each of next 3 sts.” When a number appears after a chain (for example, “ch 10”), this means you should work the number of chains indicated.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] The asterisks mark a specific set of instructions that are repeated—for example, “* 2 sc in next st, 1 dc in next st; repeat from * across” means repeat the stitches from the asterisk to the next given instruction.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Parentheses can be used to indicate three things. First, “(2 dc, ch 1, 2 dc) in the next st” means to work 2 dc, ch 1, 2 dc all into the same stitch. Parentheses can also be used to mark a set of stitches to be repeated a number of times—for example, “(sc in next st, 2 sc in next st) 6 times.” Last, the number(s) given at the end of a row or round in parentheses denote(s) the number of stitches or spaces you should have on that row or round.

	
[image: fig_2_1.png] Be sure to read the Special Stitch(es) and Pattern Note(s) sections, if any, before beginning a project. You’ll find any new stitches and helpful hints there, and reading these notes will often clear up any questions about the project.










ABBREVIATIONS





	BLO
	back loop only



	ch(s)
	chain(s)



	dc
	double crochet



	FLO
	front loop only



	hdc
	half double crochet



	R/rnd(s)
	round(s)



	RS
	right side



	sc
	single crochet



	sc2tog
	single crochet 2 stitches together



	slip st(s)
	slip stitch(es)



	st(s)
	stitch(es)



	tog
	together



	WS
	wrong side
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PATTERNS
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WIGGLES THE PENGUIN

Skill Level: Beginner


[image: fig_6_1.jpg]



Wiggles the Penguin loves to wobble from side to side, dancing with his friends doing the penguin ice slide! You’ll see him grooving with Neva the Narwhal and Eddy the Snowshoe Hare, having a blast at the snow-dance party!




Yarn

Premier Anti-Pilling Everyday Worsted, medium weight #4 (100% acrylic; 180 yd./165 m; 3.5 oz./100 g)

Color A: 100-63 Sunshine, 1 skein

Color B: 100-12 Black, 1 skein

Color C: 100-01 Snow White, 1 skein

Color D: 100-81 Porcelain Blue, 1 skein




Hook and Other Materials


	
[image: chpt_fig_100.png] US size G-6 (4 mm) crochet hook

	
[image: chpt_fig_100.png] Yarn needle

	
[image: chpt_fig_100.png] Fiberfill stuffing

	
[image: chpt_fig_100.png] Stitch markers

	
[image: chpt_fig_100.png] Small pom-pom maker






Finished Measurements

Standing: About 8 in. (20 cm) tall (including Hat; not including pom-pom)




Gauge

18 sc × 20 rows/rnds = 4 in. (10 cm)




Special Stitch

Invisible single crochet 2 together (sc2tog): Insert hook in the FLO of next 2 sts, yarn over and draw through both sts, yarn over and draw through 2 loops on hook (1 stitch decreased). See page 103 for a photo tutorial.


INSTRUCTIONS


Foot and Leg (make 2)


Foot

Rnd 1 (RS): With A, create a magic ring, 3 sc in ring; join with slip st to first sc. (3 sc)

Note: Loop a short piece of yarn around any stitch to mark Rnd 1 as right side. Move stitch marker up with each rnd.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, 3 sc in same st as joining, 3 sc in next 2 sts; join with slip st to first sc. (9 sc)

Rnd 3: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining, 3 sc in next st, (sc in next 2 sts, 3 sc in next st) twice, sc in last st; join with slip st to first sc. (14 sc)

Rnd 4: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in next st, 3 sc in next st, (sc in next 4 sc, 3 sc in next st) twice, sc in last 2 sts; join with slip st to first sc. (21 sc)

Rnd 5: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in each st around; join with slip st to first sc.

Rnd 6: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in next st, sc3tog, (sc in next 4 sts, sc2tog) twice, sc in last st; join with slip st to first sc. (15 sc)

Rnd 7: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining, sc3tog, (sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog) twice, sc in last st; join with slip st to first sc. (9 sc)

Rnd 8: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in each sc around; join with slip st to first sc.

Fasten off.




Leg

Rnd 9: Turn Foot so one point of triangle is in back; with RS facing, join B with a slip st, ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in each st around; join with slip st to first sc.

Rnd 10: Ch 1, 2 sc in same st as joining and in each st around; join with slip st to first sc. (18 sc)

Rnd 11: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining and in each st around; join with slip st to first sc.

Note: Mark stitch 13 with a stitch marker.

Fasten off.

Repeat Foot and Leg to complete Leg 2; do not fasten off.







Body and Head



Body

Rnd 1 (RS): Continue with B and Leg 2, sc in next 6 sts, sc in marked st on Leg 1 and in next 17 sts, sc in next unworked st on Leg 2 and in next 11 sts; do not join. (36 sc)


[image: fig_8_1.jpg]


Note: Loop a short piece of yarn around any stitch to mark Rnd 1 as right side. Move stitch marker up with each rnd.

Rnd 2: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 3: (Sc in next 5 sts, 2 sc in next st) around. (42 sc)

Rnds 4–7: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 8: (Sc in next 19 sts, sc2tog) twice. (40 sc)

Rnd 9: (Sc in next 8 sts, sc2tog) around. (36 sc)

Rnds 10 and 11: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 12: (Sc in next 7 sts, sc2tog) around. (32 sc)

Rnd 13: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 14: (Sc in next 6 sts, sc2tog) around. (28 sc)

Rnd 15: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 16: (Sc in next 5 sts, sc2tog) around. (24 sc)

Rnd 17: (Sc in next 4 sts, sc2tog) around. (20 sc)

Rnd 18: (Sc in next 3 sts, sc2tog) around. (16 sc)

Rnd 19: (Sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog) around. (12 sc)

Fasten off.

Stuff Body firmly.


[image: fig_8_2.jpg]





Head

Rnd 20: Join B, ch 1, 2 sc in same st as joining and in each st around; do not join. (24 sc)

Rnd 21: (Sc in next 2 sc, 2 sc in next st) around. (32 sc)

Rnd 22: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 23: (Sc in next 3 sts, 2 sc in next st) around. (40 sc)

Rnds 24–30: Sc in each st around.

Rnd 31: (Sc in next 3 sts, sc2tog) around. (32 sc)

Rnd 32: (Sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog) around. (24 sc)

Rnd 33: (Sc in next st, sc2tog) around. (16 sc) Stuff Head firmly.

Rnd 34: Sc2tog 8 times. (8 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.

Thread yarn needle with long tail and close Rnd 34.






Belly

Row 1 (RS): With C, ch 7, sc in second ch from hook and in each ch across. (6 sc)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first sc, sc in next 4 sts, 2 sc in last st. (8 sc)

Rows 3–9: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 10: Ch 1, turn; sc2tog, sc in next 4 sts, sc2tog. (6 sc)

Row 11: Ch 1, turn; sc2tog, sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog. (4 sc)

Row 12: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 13: Ch 1, turn; sc2tog twice. (2 sc) Do not turn.


Trim

Rnd 1: Ch 1, work 11 sc evenly across ends of rows, working across foundation ch, sc2tog, sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog, work 11 sc evenly across ends of rows, sc in next 2 sts on Row 13; join with slip st to first sc. (28 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.






Face

Row 1 (RS): With C, ch 5, 2 sc in second ch from hook and in next 2 sts, 2 sc in last st. (6 sc)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 4 sts, 2 sc in last st. (8 sc)

Row 3: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 6 sts, 2 sc in last st. (10 sc)

Rows 4 and 5: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 6: Ch 1, turn; sc2tog, sc in next 6 sc, sc2tog. (8 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.



[image: fig_9_1.jpg]






Face Peak


Row 1 (RS): With B, ch 3, sc in second ch from hook and in next ch. (2 sc)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 3: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in each st. (4 sc)

Row 4: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 5: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 2 sts, 2 sc in last st. (6 sc)

Row 6: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 4 sts, 2 sc in last st. (8 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.




Beak

Rnd 1: With A, ch 6, join with slip st to first ch to create a ring, ch 1, 6 sc in ring; join with slip st to first sc.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining, 2 sc in next st, (sc in next st, 2 sc in next st) twice; join with slip st to first sc. (9 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.

Thread yarn needle with long end. Fold Rnd 1 and sew over ends to close flat.




Wing (make 2)

Row 1 (RS): With B, ch 3, sc in second ch from hook and in next ch. (2 sc)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in each st across. (4 sc)

Rows 3 and 4: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 5: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 3 sts. (5 sc)

Row 6: Ch 1, turn; 2 sc in first st, sc in next 4 sts. (6 sc)

Rows 7–10: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.

Row 11: Ch 1, turn; sc2tog, sc in next 2 sts, sc2tog. (4 sc)

Row 12: Ch 1, turn; sc in each st across.


Trim

Rnd 1: Ch 1, turn; work 12 sc evenly across ends of rows, working across foundation ch, sc in next 2 sts, work 12 sc evenly across ends of rows, sc2tog twice over Row 12; join with slip st to first sc. (28 sc)

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.






Hat


Brim

Row 1 (RS): With D, ch 4, sc in second ch from hook and in each ch across. (3 sc)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn; working in the FLO, sc in each st across.

Row 3: Ch 1, turn; working in the BLO, sc in each st across.

Rows 4–33: Repeat Rows 2 and 3.

Join with slip st to Row 1.




Body

Rnd 1: With RS facing, ch 1, work 33 sc evenly across the Brim; join with slip st to first sc. (33 sc)

Rnd 2: Ch 1, sc in same st as joining, dc in next st, (sc in next st, dc in next st) around; join with slip st to first st.

Rnd 3: Ch 3 (counts as first dc), sc in next st, (dc in next st, sc in next st) around; join with slip st to beg ch-3.

Rnds 4–7: Repeat Rnds 2 and 3.

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.

Thread yarn needle with long tail and close Rnd 7.

Use a small pom-pom maker to create a 1-in. (2.5-cm) pom-pom, and tie to top of Hat.






Scarf

Rnd 1 (RS): With D, ch 61, sc in second ch from hook, hdc in next 58 chs, sc in last ch.

Fasten off.




Assembly

Use photos as a guide.

Sew Belly on Body.

Sew Face on Head.

Sew Face Peak over Face.

Sew Beak on end of Face Peak.

With B, stitch on Eyes.

Sew Hat on head over edges of Face Peak and Face.

Sew Wings on each side of Body.

Tie on Scarf.
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