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  ABOUT THE AUTHORS

  JOHN HIGLEY

  During my teenage years in California, my only contact with turkey hunting was occasional stories from the East in what were then the big three outdoor magazines: Outdoor Life, Field & Stream, and Sports Afield. In the 1950s and early 1960s, there were no viable populations of wild turkeys in the Golden State, but thanks to the efforts of dedicated biologists with the Department of Fish and Game, that was about to change.

  This was a time when game departments across the land were successfully growing the number of wild turkeys in their historic range and introducing them in suitable habitats far and wide where they were never known before. The result of their efforts is the nationwide interest in turkey hunting that we know today and the growth of a hunting industry in which turkeys are the driving force.

  John Higley.
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  In California, the first fall hunting season was held in 1968, and the first spring season was in April 1971. I became aware of turkeys when the late Chuck Graves, a Game Department Biologist involved in the introduction program, invited me to spend the day in a makeshift blind he constructed at a bait site specifically for photography. It was a misty day, so the photos I took are not the best, but I was really close to wild turkeys for the first time. A short time later, Graves invited me to participate in the first spring season, and I eagerly took him up on his offer. The season was only a week long, and it was limited to all or part of just nine counties, but it was indeed a historic event.

  As far as I know, I was the only outdoor writer in the field, and I was certainly one of the luckiest hunters. I killed my first tom the first morning and wrote the first turkey hunting story ever from California. “Spring Gobbler Gossip” appeared in Outdoor Life in April 1972.

  I have been writing about turkey hunting ever since, sometimes more than a dozen articles in a year, and I wrote the book Hunting Wild Turkeys In The West in 1990. I’ve contributed to several other books and done seminars for sporting goods stores and sports shows for the past twenty-five years.

  Happily, I live in prime turkey country. Wild turkeys, lured by the toms that live permanently on my place, have been known to come into my small pasture by the dozen. Long before spring, I head for the hills often to sit in a blind where I watch, listen to, and photograph flocks of turkeys just being turkeys.

  I have been fortunate enough to hunt turkeys in a variety of locations across several different states. I am not as widely traveled as some, but I have hunted enough to conclude that turkeys are turkeys wherever they are found, and the things I do at home work everywhere given the right circumstances. The main difference from one place to another lies in the landscape and weather conditions hunters have to deal with. I’ve hunted turkeys in South Dakota snow, Nebraska wind, California heat, and most everything in between. I must say, even after forty-two years of hunting turkeys and interacting with them nearly everyday, I still eagerly await the opening of the spring season each year. God willing, I’ll be at it for many years to come.

  JJ REICH

  My dad introduced me to deer hunting when I was 12 years old. However, I never had a chance to shoot a deer in my first five years of hunting. I was always unsuccessful, and I wanted to give up hunting altogether.

  Fortunately, I didn’t. That next year, I sat in my usual hunting spot. I concentrated hard on staying still while looking and listening for deer. An hour later, I got bored and decided to take a quick break. I opened some beef jerky and took a bite. Suddenly, I heard the sound of leaves crunching. I scanned the woods for movement and saw a blur of brown hair. I looked harder and from the bushes came a big eight-point buck! I was so excited that I gasped for air and started to choke on the piece of jerky. I coughed, and the deer stopped. I raised my shotgun, took aim, and pulled the trigger for a dead-on shot. After that, I was hooked on hunting.

  JJ Reich.
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  I graduated college in the spring of 1997 with a degree in business administration and a minor in speech communication. I was hired by a large information technology consulting firm in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I worked as a computer programmer, then a programming consultant. During those same years, I was introduced to the great sport of wild turkey hunting. I shot my first gobbler the spring of 2001 in Wisconsin. I have been addicted to turkey hunting ever since.

  After working six years as a computer-programming consultant, the information technology industry finally chewed me up and spit me out. So, I turned my sights on becoming an outdoor writer. I quickly found this was a difficult task, but much more enjoyable and rewarding.

  In 2003, I was hired by North American Media Group to coordinate and write the “Field-Tested and Recommended” section of North American Hunter and North American Fisherman magazines. I simultaneously pursued freelance outdoor writing.

  My first turkey hunting magazine article was published in the January/February 2003 issue of the National Wild Turkey Federation’s Turkey Call magazine. Over the years, I have contributed articles to several national hunting magazines, including the National Wild Turkey Federation’s Turkey Country, Turkey & Turkey Hunting, North American Hunter, and Field & Stream, along with Web sites, such as nwtf.org, huntingclub.com, and realtree.com.

  As a freelance outdoor communicator, I have gained a strong reputation as a turkey call expert. Since 2008, I have been the regular “Turkey Calls” columnist for every issue of Turkey Country magazine. That column is where the bulk of my material for this book originated.

  Another great writing project I have done is the Kampp Tales Outdoor Adventures kid’s book series. I created the Kampp Tales books to inform and entertain youngsters while generating a curiosity for the great outdoors. These picture and chapter books inspire and encourage enjoyment of outdoor shooting sports while touching on the topics of hunting safety, animal behavior, reasons for hunting, and hunting ethics.

  Since 2010, I have been working in the marketing department at ATK Sporting as a copywriter and public relations communications specialist. I find this work within the hunting and shooting industries to be greatly rewarding. I plan to continue may career as both a marketing professional and freelance writer for many years to come.

  I go hunting and fishing with my dad, brother, uncles, and many friends every chance I get. The things you do in life, how you do them, and where you do them become your life’s adventures. Get out there and accomplish as much as you can. Creating your own outdoor adventures is the key to a happy life!


  INTRODUCTION

  This book on turkey hunting is based on five years of columns written for publications of the National Wild Turkey Federation with a few stories from other publications tossed in the mix. Authors John Higley and JJ Reich have expanded and updated the articles to fit the format of this book. Included are such subjects as what drives turkey behavior, the importance of calling, how anyone can learn to call, and the part woodsmanship plays. Also included are thoughts on basic equipment and how to deal with a wide range of scenarios encountered while hunting wild turkeys.

  Recognizing the processes involved in hunting and what drives turkeys is a never ending learning experience and, certainly, part of the allure of the pastime. Dedicated turkey hunters can think of little else when the annual hunting seasons come around. Despite the rigors of travel, limited hunting time, and interesting, if not downright ugly, weather events, the good experiences will always outweigh the bad. A bird on the shoulder will make every trial worthwhile.

  There are five subspecies of wild turkeys in the continental United States. They are the eastern, Florida or Osceola, Merriam’s, Rio Grande, and Gould’s. Most hunting for Gould’s turkeys takes place in Mexico, but there is a small huntable population in Arizona.

  It is the opinion of the authors that turkey hunting requires the same set of skills no matter where you happen to be or which of the subspecies you are pursuing. The main factors that determine hunting tactics are weather and terrain differences. We’ve dealt with such varied landscapes as Alabama sloughs, Missouri shelter belts, the Black Hills of South Dakota, California timberlands, and more.

  In springtime everywhere, the turkeys procreate, gobble, come to a call—sometimes—and drive hunters up the wall when they don’t cooperate. Ah, but it’s all part of the game, and with the right attitude it’s all fun.


  SECTION I

  CALLS AND CALLING
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  CHAPTER 1

  PUTTING CALLS IN THEIR PLACE

  I hear a specific question asked several times each year during spring turkey hunting seminars, usually by some earnest person who’s eager to hunt but just getting started.

  “What’s the best kind of turkey call for me to use?”

  The question is logical because the vast array of calls on the market can cause head-scratching confusion, which can lead to outright befuddlement. In reality, things are not as difficult as they first seem.

  Despite the daunting number of designs, there are really only two categories of turkey calls. They are either friction or air operated. The former calls require the use of your hands, the latter work with lung power. Some calls, such as diaphragms, fit entirely inside your mouth; others, such as tube yelpers, are operated with suction, much like a straw.

  The materials from which the devices are made determine the differences in sounds made by individual calls. In the friction category, for example, box calls come in a variety of woods, lengths, and widths, while popular pot and peg calls employ a number of diverse sounding boards made from slate, glass, aluminum, crystal, combinations of these materials, and more. The actual pots and pegs, also made from a variety of materials, are constructed to alter the pitch and volume.

  There are also push pin calls that can be held in the palm of your hand and operated with one finger. These and other one-hand calls come in different designs depending on the manufacturer, and with them making basic turkey sounds is easy.

  As for air-operated calls, the sweetness or rasp of mouth calls, or diaphragms, depends on the thickness of the layers of latex and how the reeds are stretched and cut. Judging from the variety of new mouth calls that come into the market each year, there seems to be no end to the possibilities.
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  Here are a few of the many types of friction calls hunters use to fool turkeys.

  Tube yelpers, on the other hand, are made from a number of different materials. Traditional calls are fashioned from turkey wing bones; others are made out of wood and plastic. Another type of tube call is patterned after round snuffbox calls of yore. These are short calls with exposed reeds that, in the right hands, can produce good yelps and even gobbles, should the need arise.

  All of the calls make adequate turkey sounds, and they will all work at times, but like bass lures, none of them is a sure thing every time. Sometimes one call works better than another, and sometimes you can’t get a gobbler to respond no matter what you use. Turkeys do not always cooperate, and when you think about it, that’s the part of hunting that keeps us coming back for more and trying different things.

  Turkeys have a broad vocabulary, but novice turkey hunters only need to know a few basic hen turkey sounds, such as yelps and clucks, to have a good chance for success. That being the case, a friction call is usually in order. Friction calls are generally easier to master than mouth calls, and they are effective. Traditional box calls have probably caused the demise of more gobblers than any other type.

  Remember, the idea here is to get you started. If you stick with turkey hunting long, you’ll eventually acquire many different calls, several of which will be with you on every hunt. After all, every call represents an element of hope. If a gobbler doesn’t respond readily to a friction call, maybe a mouth call will do the trick and so on. The question here is which calls should you have in your pack or vest as you embark on your turkey hunts this spring?

  While putting this article together, I asked two experts this question. If someone new to turkey hunting asked you about the best call to start with, what would you suggest and why?

  Matt Morrett has the credentials to prove he knows something about friction calls. Winner of dozens of friction division turkey-calling titles, he is also the host of Avian X and the hombre behind Zink Calls turkey hunting products.
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  Matt Morrett using one of his favorite pot calls—a traditional slate.

  “What I usually recommend is some sort of slate or glass pot and peg call,” Morrett said. “The biggest reason is you can control the volume on that call so easily, and I think that’s one of the keys to calling in turkeys. Sometimes you want to be able to broadcast your calls a long way, and other times you want to work a bird in close with a softer presentation.”

  Ray Eye, a longtime Hunter’s Specialties national pro staffer, far-ranging seminar speaker, television host, radio personality, and winner of scads of local and national turkey-calling contests, also chimed in about first calls for the novice.

  “There are a lot of calls that are easy to learn to use, but without question my number one choice for new hunters is a one-sided box call,” he said. “The lid is connected to the bottom, it is very, very easy to use and a good one-sided box sounds more like a real turkey than many other calls. With this box, all you’ve got to do to call turkeys is drag the lid across the calling lip in easy strokes until it stops without even lifting the paddle up. It doesn’t get much simpler than that.”
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  Ray Eye recommends a single sided box call for hunters just getting into the game. Here he practices what he preaches in his home state of Missouri.

  My first call was a two-sided box made by the M. L. Lynch company. I bought the box by mail order in 1971 when there were few turkey calls on the shelves anywhere in California. I got the call to use during the first spring turkey season ever held in the Golden State, and I had absolutely no idea of how to use it or what it should sound like.

  In a motel room the evening before opening morning, Harold Harper and the late Chuck Graves, the Game Department Biologists who invited me on the hunt, tried to show me how to use the call, but they weren’t quite sure either.
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  Chuck Graves (left) and Harold Harper were the game department biologists who invited me on my first turkey hunt in 1971.

  “I think it goes something like this,” Graves said, scraping the paddle on the raised lip of the call, which produced a screech of sorts. It was terrible, but at least Graves knew what a turkey sounded like—I didn’t at the time—and he was soon able to make what he called a yelp. Before turning in for a short night’s sleep, I was able to make a fair-sounding yelp, too.

  It was enough, I guess. In the morning, I called three toms into shooting range, but I didn’t pull the trigger on my old Remington pump gun because the turkeys never stepped clear of the brush that stood between us. Later in the morning, by luck and nothing else, I bumped into six toms coming out of a shadowy draw and killed the third one in line before he had a chance to flee. It wasn’t exactly a textbook hunt, but it was my first turkey and the incident hooked me for good.

  I don’t know if I should admit this, but I still use that old box once in a while and it still works just fine. But then, so do all the other box calls, pot and peg calls, and mouth calls I play around with today.

  You cannot expect to know the subtle nuances of turkey calling and hunting right out of the box, so to speak, but you will learn if you’re patient. Eventually, you will become adept at turkey hunting and proficient with several types of calling devices and the turkey vocabulary they produce. Trust me, if turkeys grab you as they have so many of us, you will learn as you go. In the beginning, however, a simple approach will result in less frustration and uncertainty and, quite possibly, some successful hunts.

  Meanwhile, to help the learning process along, there are several avenues of instruction to pursue. They include instructional CDs, DVDs, videos, television shows, and seminars.

  
    SINGLE-SIDED BOXES

    by JJ Reich

    Double-sided box calls are popular because they provide versatility in the field. With a two-sided box call, you can sound like two different birds depending on which side you play. The call maker purposely created and tuned each side to sound different—one side is an old hen, and the other is a young one.

    Acoustic balance is difficult to accomplish when making a two-sided box call. Once the call maker tunes and modifies one side of the sound chamber, or box, it naturally impacts the other side. A perfect balance is rarely achieved. A two-sided call is often considered finished when the call sounds as good as it can.

    What a single-sided box call lacks in versatility, it often makes up for in superior sound quality. When crafting a single-sided box call, the call maker can concentrate on producing the highest quality sound from the striking side while tweaking the other side, also known as the echo side, to enhance the overall acoustics. This way, the call maker achieves ideal sound vibrations and harmony.

    The actual construction of a one-sided box is quite different from its two-sided counterpart. Generally, single-sided calls are more compact in design. Many have straight sides with a thicker wall on the echo side of the chamber. This allows the call maker to easily tune the call. The lid is usually off-center on the box, so the operator has better leverage while running the paddle across the sound chamber.

    Single-sided box calls are also user-friendly. They are designed to help you produce a perfect stoke every time you run it. These calls usually have a raised edge on the echo side of the box, which stops the stroke of the paddle at the perfect time—just after the breaking point on the second note of the yelp.

    With a one-sided box call, you don’t need as much practice to get it right. All you have to do is run the paddle across the striking side of the box until it hits the stopper, and you’ll achieve the perfect two-note yelp with the right rollover every time.

    One good example of a single-sided box call that is expertly crafted and tuned is the Holei Box Call from Cody Turkey Calls. The sound chamber features a hole that is specifically placed on the echo side to generate remarkable acoustics. Other innovative enhancements that help the Holei produce easy, precise, and realistic hen sounds include: the use of durable, blended, laminated woods; an innovative concave lid; and the stronger vertical core design of the call’s striking side. The unique design took the company six years to engineer.

    Here’s a short list of more super-sounding single-siders for you to consider when making your next turkey call purchase:

    1.    Cody’s 6.5 One Sider, www.codyturkeycalls.com

    2.    Constantine’s Original Schooner, www.dconstantine.com

    3.    Hunter’s Specialties’ Cutter Deuce, www.hunterspec.com

    4.    Illusion’s Flat Stroke, www.illusionsystems.com

    5.    Lynch’s Deluxe Fool Proof, www.lynchworldwide.com

    6.    Martin Brothers’ One-Sided Butternut, www.gobblers-choice.com

    7.    Preston’s Boss Buster, www.pittmangamecalls.com

    8.    Primos’ Single-Sided Box Cutter, www.primos.com

    9.    SS Custom Calls’ One Sider, www.sscustomcalls.com

  


  CHAPTER 2

  THE THREE-WAY YELP

  Wild turkeys are very vocal birds. By some accounts, they make at least thirty individual sounds to fit different circumstances. Hunters usually only rely on about a half dozen of the best-known sounds for their spring hunting. They are the yelp, cluck, cutt—which is a series of irregularly spaced, loud clucks—purr, cackle, and, in special circumstances, gobble.

  On a typical spring day, you’ll hear hens use yelps more often than any other turkey talk. That being the case, it’s realistic to expect a lusty gobbler to respond to a yelp in a positive way, meaning he will come to it as or more readily than he will to any other call.
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  Although they certainly make other sounds, in the spring hen turkeys use a form of yelps more than anything else.

  If we investigate the yelp, which is easy to reproduce with most calling devices, such as box calls, mouth diaphragms, slates, tube yelpers, or wing bone yelpers, we find a multifaceted call that is a must for every spring turkey hunter to learn. I’ve met a few old-time turkey hunters who used the yelp exclusively, and I’ve hunted with some modern turkey hunters who stick to it most of the time, too—especially guys who like to fool gobblers with their voices.

  Once you know the basic yelp, you actually have at least three versions from which you can choose. (You may have more but rather than split hairs I’ll keep it to three.) What separates the different choices is simply volume and duration. They are soft yelps, or the tree call; a long series of loud yelps, or the lost call; and a shorter series of plain yelps, or the here I am or I’m coming call. How the various yelps are classified in your neck of the woods is more a matter of regional terminology than a difference in what such calls mean to the turkeys.
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  This hen barely yelped at all while she was coming to the tom.

  There is really no right or wrong time to use a particular type of yelp. The subtle tree call, for example, is normally associated with turkeys waking on their roosts early in the morning. However, hens yelp loudly on their roosts at times, too, and, just to confuse things, hens on the ground sometimes yelp softly as they come to a gobbler for mating or go about their business.

  The so-called lost call, which consists of approximately a dozen to twenty or more loud notes, indicates that a hen is looking for companionship or insisting that others join her. I’ve heard bossy, dominant hens carry on in an insistent manner for several minutes at a time. I’ve also called in some aggressive hens that yelped so loudly while approaching that it almost hurt my ears. Well, that’s a slight exaggeration, but they did get my attention.

  [image: image]

  Rob Feamster, author Higley’s son-in-law, yelped with a box call and this big California tom came running.

  The plain yelp is a short, nonaggressive catchall call that is basic to a hen’s daily routine. While you might hear a cackle just as a hen flies down from her roost at daybreak or hens cutting once in a while, perhaps while fighting with one another, it won’t be a regular occurrence. However, nearly every day you’ll hear a hen identify herself by yelping. Toms also yelp, but you can usually tell the sexes apart, as tom yelps are normally deeper in tone and of slower rhythm.

  Rather than struggling with calls that are difficult to master, newcomers to turkey hunting can rest assured that yelps will do the trick most of the time. Sometimes it helps to vary the tone, which is easily done by using different calling devices, such as those mentioned previously. Speaking of which, I always have at least three different types of calling devices with me when I’m in a serious hunting mode.

  I listen to turkeys all year long. In the spring, hens yelp often as they interact with toms and other hens. In the fall, hen yelps are often the only thing that gives away the presence of an otherwise quiet flock. In the winter, I photograph turkeys quite often from a blind, and while I hear a variety of turkey talk at times, yelping is still at the top of the list.

  While hunting, using a variety of calls when conversing with turkeys makes good sense. It’s fun to vary the presentation with different calls, as you never know which one will turn on a particular gobbler. However, if I had to choose one kind of call to use all the time, or if I were new to the sport and wanted to keep it simple, I’d stick to what has to be the most dependable and versatile turkey talk of all—the yelp and its variations.


  CHAPTER 3

  LOCATOR CALLS

  It’s safe to say that the first step toward a successful spring turkey hunt is finding a gobbler that’s willing to play. To do that, many hunters simply mimic hen sounds with turkey calls of one kind or another. Such calls certainly have their place as locators, but there are times when they can put you at a disadvantage. It is those times when the variety of non-turkey calls specifically classified as locators earn their keep.

  The purpose of locators is to elicit what is known as a shock gobble from a tom, whether he’s on his limb roosting or simply wandering somewhere during the day. Hearing a shock gobble does not necessarily mean the turkey is destined to be yours, but it does give you a good idea of where to set up before trying to call him in with standard turkey talk. The advantage is that using a locator does not cause a tom to react as if he heard a comely hen. In other words, he won’t start toward you unexpectedly, possibly catching you by surprise before you’re ready.

  As for favorite locators, owl hooters and crow calls are at the top of the list. Both are excellent at times. Owl calls, for example, seem to be the appropriate choice for locating gobblers after they’ve gone to roost in the evening or in the morning before they fly down. Crow calls, on the other hand, are the natural choice when the sun is up.

  No one knows for sure whether turkeys care when a particular locator is used, but I doubt if they do. In fact, why the toms answer random sounds at all is something of a mystery. The important thing is that they do—and we, as hunters, can take advantage of this trait.

  A while back, I asked a couple of expert turkey hunters and all-around good guys which locator calls they rely on and when they are most apt to use them.

  Eddie Salter has been around turkeys and turkey hunting most of his life. He’s owned his own call company, been on the pro staff for Hunter’s Specialties, and is now head of call development and video production for Down-N-Dirty Outdoors.
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  This tried and true locater call collection includes (from left) a crow call, owl hooter, two more crow calls, and a coyote howler. There are more kinds of locater calls to choose from, but these are a good start.

  “It’s hard to beat a crow call anywhere you go,” Salter said. “I use a raspy crow call to shake a tom up most anytime during the day. It carries really well, and it can open one up way out there. When things are too quiet, all I need to hear is a single gobble to give me some hope and a direction to go where I know there’s a bird.

  “Owl calls are great, too, especially in early morning or late in the evening when I’m trying to roost a bird for morning. I’ve found the different notes of a barred owl call will often make toms gobble, even in places where there aren’t any barred owls.”

  Early in the morning, when Salter doesn’t already know where some gobblers are roosted, he often tries to get a response with a locator call.

  “I try to time it just right,” he said. “When I can barely make out the form of leaves or sticks on the ground and the toms are still quiet, I figure it’s time to use my locator. That way, if I hear a gobbler not too far off, I can usually get in close and be ready to talk turkey as soon as his feet hit the ground.”
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  Eddie Salter with a North Carolina tom along the Broad River. The tom, one of Salter’s biggest ever, weighed twenty-six pounds, had an eleven-inch beard, and long, sharp spurs. Photo: Eddie Salter.

  Alex Rutledge, a former pro staffer for Hunter’s Specialties and current host of Bloodlines, also shared his take on locators.

  “The time I use a locator most is in the morning when I’m hunting somewhere but the turkeys aren’t vocal and I’m not sure where they are at the moment,” he said. “A shock gobble will let me know about where a tom is. Then, I can move in and get set up before telling him there’s a hen—me—in the neighborhood.

  “I like crow calls. They’re high-pitched and raspy, and they work really well, even in areas where there are lots of real crows to begin with. The only problem is you might get the crows stirred up, making it hard to hear a gobbler sound off. But, hey, that’s a chance I’m willing to take.”

  Rutledge also said there’s a big difference in crow calls from one manufacturer to another, so it pays to try several before you settle on one you like the best.

  “Sometimes I use a locator for all-around scouting,” Rutledge continued. “Even a single shock gobble confirms the presence of turkeys, and when I get it with a locator, I know I haven’t disturbed them at all.”
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  Alex Rutledge gives a piggyback ride to another tom turkey. Photo: Alex Rutledge.

  Nearly every major call manufacturer has a selection of locator calls, which you can check out on their Web sites, in a variety of outdoor catalogs, or in well-stocked sporting goods stores. The most common locators, as we’ve seen, are owl and crow calls. Several others are in the mix, including peacock, predator, pileated woodpecker, and hawk calls. A favorite of mine is coyote howlers, which I like to use in the dark of early morning or anytime during the day when turkeys are suffering from a severe case of shut-mouth.

  Speaking of shut-mouth, one time on a hunt with my friend Ron Dube in South Dakota, the only thing the turkeys would answer on a chilly, snowy day was Ron’s elk bugle. Hey, in a pinch anything is worth a try.
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  In a pinch Ron Dube tried to shock a tom into gobbling with an elk bugle in the Black Hills of South Dakota. It worked just fine.

  As Eddie Salter said, “The idea is to shock a tom into gobbling with some sort of noise other than turkey sounds. To that end, I’ve used all the locators you can think of and some calls that are different from the norm. For example, sometimes I just wail with a diaphragm call, which works fine now and then.”

  In addition to manufactured locator calls, there are also natural and man-made sounds that might cause a tom to gobble at any time. The idea is to be aware of such noises and listen for a response when you hear them. For example, I’ve located a lot of toms when they gobbled back at geese flying overhead, sirens in the distance, truck horns, freight trains, thunder, and even helicopters. At the very least, hearing a tom sound off for any reason gives me assurance that there are currently turkeys in the area I’m hunting, and I’m not merely spinning my wheels in that location.

  To sum up, locators should be an integral part of your turkey hunting gear. They are not used on every hunt, and they do not always work when they are tried. However, there are times when a locator will open the door to a gobbler eagerly waiting for a hen, or you, to sound off. For that reason, you shouldn’t leave home with out them.

  
    GET TO KNOW CROW AND OWL CALLS

    by JJ Reich

    Crow calls reproduce the distress, fighting, and “Come here!” sounds of a crow. They work great as a gobbler locator, and just about every experienced turkey hunter knows to always carry one in his or her vest.

    There is laundry list of crow calls available to you—just like most other calls used on a turkey hunt, each call company has a different design. There are several distinctions from one call to another. Most are crafted from beautiful hardwood, durable plastic composites, or soft and flexible polymers. Many of today’s popular choices feature molded plastic mouthpieces, but others still use old-fashioned, hand-tuned wood mouthpieces. In addition, barrel shapes are utilized to achieve greater long-range volume and certain calls feature unique reed systems for raspier notes. As with all game calls, it’s just a matter of personal preference.
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT:
Slate Calls ® Diaphitagm Calis » Friction Calls * Shock Gobble Calls
Turkey Behavior throvghout the Season » Woodmanship
Camouflage » Guns and Loads ® Decoys ® And much more!
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