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				Introduction

				In A Cup of Comfort® Stories for Courage, you’ll find the heroines and heroes who have transformed the lives of everyone who knows them. These three stories will kindle your spirit and offer you hope whenever you need it. It’s nothing less than a supporting friend, a powerful mentor in times of struggle — and triumph.

	
				Home Is Where the Hearth Is

				By Barbara Davey

				There is an old Gaelic expression that states, “May the roof above you and the hearth before you always be your own.” Reflecting upon the history of war-torn, famished Ireland, it is not difficult to understand why a safe haven, a home, has been so highly regarded by the Irish.

				Such were my thoughts as I surveyed the brownstone on West 18th Street, bordering New York City’s Greenwich Village. The day was cold, gray, and dreary as I stood outside the wrought iron gate surrounding the home. At the turn of the century, this modest building meant the world to Maggie O’Connor, an immigrant from County Clare. One of my biggest regrets was that I’d never had the opportunity to meet dear Maggie, who was my great-grandmother.

				Bursting with optimism, eighteen-year-old Maggie landed at Ellis Island in 1892 with little more than five dollars in her pocket and the clothes on her back. But she wasted no time lamenting what little she had and secured a position that afternoon as a cook’s helper in a wealthy Park Avenue household.
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