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This book is personally dedicated to my two sons, Michael Andrew and David Matthew. The love they show for my grandchildren reflects the love our Heavenly Father has for each of us. Grandparents who witness this love in their children are truly and richly blessed.


This book is also dedicated with love and admiration to those forward-looking, universe-conscious citizens who dare to construct a religious philosophy of living based on the truths of reality revealed in The Urantia Book. As cosmic ambassadors on behalf of the love of our spiritual Father, they are boldly going forth, sharing this love with all our spiritual brothers and sisters.


The cosmic truth, universe beauty, and divine goodness revealed in The Urantia Book, lived and shared by these forward-looking men and women of spiritual insight, bring joy to my heart. Godspeed, ambassadors. Godspeed!
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Author’s Note





I will be using Urantia Book or “Ol’ Blue” for The Urantia Book to avoid spelling the name out repeatedly. Other general usages also appear: FER for Fifth Epochal Revelation; the UB for The Urantia Book; and sometimes just the book.


Ol’ Blue is a sentimental name I use after fifty years of carrying the Urantia Book around. I purchased my edition in 1975; it retains the iconic blue hardback printing from the original in 1955.


For the citation format when referencing to a specific paragraph in The Urantia Book, we use the single-page citation recommended by the Urantia Foundation (https://www.urantia.org/urantia-book/text-standardization-detail): 123:4.5 (1361.5) designates “paper 123, section 4, paragraph 5” (of the section), or “page 1361, paragraph 5” (of the page).


In addition, throughout the ensuing pages, we use terms that the reader may not be familiar with. Words like absonite or Ultimate may not be surrounded by enough context to discern what they mean. If that happens, I point the reader to The Urantia Book Fellowship’s Glossary Page at https://urantiabook.org/English-Glossary-for-The-Urantia-Book.


Please do reach out to me with any questions at JJ@MajestonPublishing.com.
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Foreword







by Paula Thompson





I’ve known JJ Johnson for many years. His infectious goodwill, his natural and keen interest in all kinds of people, and his deep and abiding faith have always profoundly impressed me.


This book is ultimately the story of his courageous spiritual journey. It’s a hero’s journey of discovery, one that we all must take. It helped me to think about and recount my own journey and the many significant milestones I’ve had along the way.


JJ’s book reveals how The Urantia Book offers a truly unique perspective that integrates science, philosophy, and religion into a unified framework of reality. Through careful exposition and lived inquiry, JJ shows that these domains are not in conflict but are complementary avenues to truth. Science examines the physical universe; philosophy builds the bridge between matter and meaning; and religion provides the direct, personal experience of spiritual truth of reality.


In tracing these threads, JJ’s work demonstrates how The Urantia Book asserts that true wisdom emerges only when scientific rigor, philosophical insight, and spiritual faith are brought into harmony. He highlights the revelatory brilliance of portraying God simultaneously as the universal First Cause in science, the loving and personal Father in religion, and the xiiself-existent unity in philosophy—each view incomplete on its own, but profoundly coherent when seen through the lens of revelation.


By weaving together empirical discovery and spiritual revelation, JJ’s book fosters a kind of cosmic consciousness, which nurtures both intellectual depth and soul-deep faith. He encourages readers to take up this integrated approach, to expand their understanding of the truth of reality, and to live with greater purpose, clarity, and inner alignment.


It is good to remember the declarations we’ve made to the great unseen and unknown in the universe—the truths we longed for even as children, the ideas we rejected as unsound, and the personal insights that launched us into new realms of understanding. Hope calls out to us still—a persistent sense that something greater is possible. And moving in perfect tandem with it is faith—not faith in what we already grasp, but a trust in what remains unseen. Like two interwoven currents, like sine and cosine riding the same axis of experience, hope and faith rise and fall together—distinct, yet inseparable. Together, they generate the energy that carries us forward—the urge to explore, to seek, to reach for the affirmations and answers waiting just beyond the visible spectrum of our lives.


JJ’s book is a resonant chord in that great wave of human seeking—a testament to the innate quest that pulses in all of us. The answers he found in the supernal revelations of The Urantia Book are, to him, so astonishingly luminous that he feels compelled to share them. We might not align with every conclusion he reaches, but the value of his work transcends agreement. Like a tuning fork to the soul, it invites the reader to once again ask the questions that linger just beyond the xiiireach of logic—and maybe even reason. In this harmonic field of exploration, JJ’s unwavering faith and tireless hope act as guiding frequencies. Together, they echo the enduring promise: if we seek, we will find; if we ask, we will be answered; and when we knock—faith and hope in tandem—the door will, indeed, open.


In a world where the quest for knowledge often leads us to ponder the farthest reaches of the cosmos and the deepest recesses of our past, this wonderful book stands as a beacon of enlightenment. It invites the reader on a journey through time, space, and the very essence of human existence.


From the ancient mysteries of Göbekli Tepe to the profound teachings of The Urantia Book (which is clearly JJ’s touchstone), The Urantia Revelation delves into the intricate tapestry of our own human history and spirituality. Each chapter is a testament to the enduring human spirit and our relentless pursuit of understanding.


In part 1, we explore the impersonal aspects of God and the science of our world and the cosmos. We begin with the formation of the Precambrian supercontinent and the genetic legacy of Adam and Eve. These chapters lay the groundwork for a deeper comprehension of our origins and the cosmic forces that have shaped us and our world.


Part 2 shifts focus to the personal nature of God, as progressively revealed through the ancient teachings of Dalamatia and Eden and ultimately through the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. This section presents a rich tapestry of religious history and spiritual insight—threads that converge in a series of 196 revelatory documents known as the Urantia Papers. These papers, unified and published together as The Urantia Book, form a comprehensive narrative that spans xivcosmic origins to personal destiny, offering an integrated vision of divine purpose and human potential.


Finally, part 3 brings us to the present, where the interplay of the good, the bad, and the sad aspects of our lives is examined. This section challenges us to consider the divine within our own imagination and the everyday acts that define our own humanity.


As you embark on this journey, you may find inspiration, wisdom, and a renewed sense of wonder. I know I did. As someone who has had a similar journey that culminated in the discovery of revelatory information, I found that this book is not just a collection of chapters; it is a call to explore the depths of our own existence and the heights of our own potential.




Paula Thompson is a dedicated leader in the Urantia Book community, having spent over four decades studying and sharing its teachings. She served as director of The Urantia Book Fellowship from 2006 to 2021 and previously as executive director of the Jesusonian Foundation from 1993 to 2006. Paula’s spiritual journey began with a strong connection to Jesus and a calling to serve others, which deepened after discovering The Urantia Book at age twenty. Her work has focused on global outreach, fostering faith relationships, and promoting spiritual growth through the book’s teachings. She has also contributed significantly to TruthBook.com, furthering the dissemination of these teachings. Paula’s legacy is marked by her loving service and leadership within the Urantia community.
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Preface





Quench your thirst for the truth of reality from the well of wisdom known as The Urantia Book. The Urantia Book derives its authenticity from its beneficent impact on the lives of those individuals who trust its teachings to lead them on the path to the Truth of Reality. It is a transcendent literary masterpiece of epochal significance gifted to our strife-torn planet, which can and will stand up to honest analysis.
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Introduction





Just what is The Urantia Book? There is a lot to this book, parts of which might be called spiritual guidance and other parts revisionist history. In fact, Urantia is the celestial name for Earth within God’s administration for the entirety of creation. Yet, The Urantia Book does not offer a new religion—but an enlightened perspective to faith, certainly. The core of Urantia’s spirituality is the singular relationship between a human being and God, itself a progressive endeavor over multiple lifetimes toward achieving purity and a greater intimacy with our Creator.


The Urantia Book is unique in several aspects in comparison with the preexisting faith systems on Earth, though there is some alignment with Christianity—just not what you’d expect. Judaism, Christianity and Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and the other religions shared among the eight billion souls alive today are evolutionary religions—they have evolved from what they were conceived to be, and although elements of story (myth) exist in their sacred texts, the greater part of all revolve around the laws of the faith.


Not so with The Urantia Book, which is a complete and consistent narrative revelation that traverses the nature of God and Paradise,1 the structure of the universes both physically and administratively, and the hierarchy of life-forms that xviiiexist within creation. The Urantia Book recounts Urantia’s (Earth’s) history from its formation through the four epochs that culminate in an extensive biography of the life example and personal teachings of Jesus restated in modern phraseology. If any “religious text” could be considered a bestseller, the Urantia Book would be it.




Endnote




	
1. The Urantia Book Fellowship (website), s.v. “Paradise,” accessed January 12, 2025, https://urantiabook.org/English-Glossary-for-The-Urantia-Book.















xix



Before I Begin My Story





Do you long to understand the nature of creation and your purpose within it but don’t know who or what to believe?


So many—and contradictory—religions compete; their sole similarity is their inflexible antiquity, their patinas as worn and dull as their inconsistent truths and their circular logic that fails to warm your soul. If you feel this way, you are not alone.


Many of us have lost or forgotten our connection to God and creation, just as most of us are unaware of our ancient history beyond the achievements in anthropology and archaeology, dry subjects couched in specialized language few understand. We have been taught to be skeptical about anything that’s not written in the Bible or, for that matter, other scriptures sacred to millions of people across the globe. And then there are those of us who have neglected our spirituality. We spend so much time focused on what’s going on outside of us that we forget to reflect on what is calling to us from the inside.


I’ve been lucky to have my eyes opened wide, although it took some doing to get there. I invite you to pause, reflect, and look up at the stars. Take this opportunity to examine your life and realize you are far more special than you ever imagined. Join me and learn of the greater truths about yourself and the universe through the faith journey I began decades ago.
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JJ’s Story





As far back as I can remember, I have always possessed an inner peace.


I was born on a farm on the outskirts of West Liberty in Morgan County, an undeveloped corner of Kentucky nestled in the foothills of the Appalachians. We didn’t own a car or truck, so my Uncle Jess rode a horse into town to get to the doctor when I was born. My mother worked as a waitress, but her salary was not up to the challenge of raising four children, so for a few years my brother and I lived on my grandparents’ farm. We helped as much as we could and learned self-respect and the value of honest labor.


“Mamaw” and “Papaw,” I called my grandparents. They were as close to the land as they were to their faith and even built a small tabernacle on their property to host weekly sermons delivered by traveling preachers. Erected on the rise of a low hill above pastures of grazing cows, the small, dilapidated, whitewashed chapel was regularly filled by our farming neighbors who squeezed into tight rows of wooden chairs so they could worship together. Yet their worship terrified and agitated me, not because every preacher echoed the same fire-and-brimstone fear of God, but because my familiar neighbors were transformed into strangers who spoke in tongues and scattered my normal sense of peace. When a service xxiiconcluded, the preacher often spent the night on a cot in the corner near the woodstove in my grandparents’ home, leaving the following morning on the road to his next performance. Itinerant preachers were common in the late 1940s and early 1950s, and as far as my young self knew, that was the way of life. I never gave it a second thought when an unfamiliar preacher sat with aunts and uncles on the front porch in the afternoon, ate supper with us, made use of the cot by the stove, and then spent the next day in the tabernacle preparing that evening’s sermon.


Then, one early evening, I could take no more. When the preacher began to wave his arms and raised his voice to a fevered pitch, I ran from the chapel and into the field next to my grandparents’ house. I remember that I must have been five years old because, back then in this neck of the woods, kindergarten was unheard of, and I hadn’t yet begun the first grade. Even then, I knew the risk I took by turning my back on God, so when I was a safe distance away, I halted, widened my short legs to balance myself, and braced for the bolt of lightning that would surely strike me dead for the sin of fleeing the Halleluiahs and Amens.


“I can’t believe in God,” I affirmed to myself into the fading light. “If this is what God is about, I don’t care to have any part of Him!” Even so young, something in me could not accept that God was so intolerant and punitive and angry. I was ready to accept the consequences, but when nothing dropped from the sky, a comforting peacefulness followed. But as it was to me at the time Godless, it held a certain spiritual void that remained so for the next seventeen years of my life. These were my thirsty years, yet they led me to the experience that eventually refilled my ethereal emptiness.
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My Spiritual “Birth Day”


Some of my friends call it my “spiritual transformation.” During those intervening years, I remained curious about—what I would call thirsty for—truth, and I wondered why so many others didn’t share that same curiosity. I didn’t equate any spiritual aspect to my quest because I considered myself an agnostic for a lack of a better term. Nevertheless, I knew that if there was a God, He would recognize my sincerity and someday show me proof of His existence. I also knew it would have to be all about a loving experience, not the fire-and-brimstone kind of faith from which I fled as a child.


I was only twenty-two years old when I finished serving my four-year enlistment in the marines and settled in Chicago. Having spent more than half my time in the military in Vietnam, I was thankful to have emerged with my life and all four limbs. I was single and having a good time, despite my continuing search for some kind of spiritual truth.


While still waiting for my dream job, I ran across a business group that organized weekend retreats where one would learn strategies to achieve potential and become more successful. This was around the time Werner Erhard founded Erhard Seminars Training (EST), so self-actualization was the new big thing. Even though I didn’t have much money, I decided to sign up for the business group’s weekend retreat. It was at a small lodge, and you couldn’t leave once the retreat started. You had to commit yourself to the entire weekend. The facilitator who ran the program was a young, well-dressed guy who introduced himself as Jack English, a very charismatic individual, and said he’d made $90,000 in the last three months or something like that, letting us know he was very successful and good at his profession. One of the main portions of xxivthe retreat was to bring attendees up in front of the others to break them down. He would call them a failure, tell them what they did wrong. Well, when he got me up there, the more he berated me, the more I resisted it. I just built a wall. I just didn’t buy into that. For me, as long as I didn’t give up, I wasn’t a failure. I just stood there and let him do his thing.







And Then It Happened


At the end of the retreat, the group had a champagne cocktail party in the conference room. And everyone was standing around in groups of two or three talking about the weekend. I must admit, a lot of people, including myself, did get a lot out of the course. So, we were feeling ten feet tall and toasting each other, celebrating that we had “graduated,” when I saw Jack English. Even though I didn’t agree with everything, I wanted to thank him for giving such a good class because it certainly stimulated a lot of thought. So, when Jack got in front of our small group, I stepped forward and said, “Thank you, goddamn it.” I shocked myself; I have no idea why I stated it that way. I never cursed using that phrase, even though I cursed every other four-letter word growing up on the streets of Chicago. And I never cursed in social settings like that. You can take the kid off the streets of Chicago, but you can’t take the streets of Chicago out of the kid. When I said that to Jack, I shook his hand.


He looked me right in the eye and said, “Think about that.”


I just wanted to catch his overflow. I’m a literal kind of guy, so I took a step back and did exactly that; I thought about it. And as I did, a presence manifested itself. A loving xxvpresence illuminated everything around me in a shimmering golden light and communicated to me—not in words, but in feelings that lie too deep for words. It was hard to describe, but the most accurate, most appropriate words I have thought up over the past fifty years to explain it is a loving presence. It illuminated the world around me—my reality—in an entirely new palette of spiritual depth and meaning.


The experience was so profound that I knew it wasn’t my mind making this up; I knew in my being it was a real loving presence that somehow kept getting even more loving, which was a clear message from a loving heavenly Father. I consider that moment my spiritual “birth day,” what some of my friends call my spiritual transformation.


When I think back on it, I’m reminded of Christian people who say they’re born again when they experience a spiritual transformation. That’s what happened to me. There is simply no comparison to the inner peace I experienced after my spiritual birth day compared to the peace before, when I was thankful to be that way but unable and unwilling to connect it to a spiritual nature. This is a peace that passes all understanding, and as long as we desire to remain receptive to the spirit of truth it cannot and will not leave us. From my spiritual birth day on, I could finally, for the first time in my life, recognize things of a spiritual nature and make decisions on it and determine their authenticity because of the spiritual insight I was now receptive to. The experience of this personal spiritual insight is real and can be recognized in our mind, but it’s left up to our mortal free will to accept or reject this spiritual insight and act on it. I had been a doubting Thomas who sincerely believed I could not have living faith in order to believe in God. I never thought it would happen to me. But xxvisure enough, it did. Even though my spiritual void was finally filled after seventeen years, my thirst for the truth of reality had not been quenched, so the search continued.


It was the most profound moment of my life, and like a window opened to the breeze, I felt the brush of spiritual awakening in those gentle currents. Suddenly, I knew myself capable of weighing and deciding my own spiritual nature, confident I possessed the required wisdom to find my path within any ephemeral topic I encountered. From then on, I would eagerly and honestly consider all I learned for its authenticity, universal beauty, and divine goodness and so discover my own cosmic truth. My spiritual void had been filled. My experience of personal spiritual insight was real, and my mind recognized it as such. My mortal free will accepted the truth of my experience of personal spiritual insight, and thus my spiritual search found new life. Furthermore, the event became the foundation of the experience of faith, which enabled me to discern spiritual truths and reject those which failed to connect with my heart. As I began to study and fill those gaps I found in my questions, I read obsessively. Yet none of the books I collected or of those experts I sought out sufficiently aligned with my expanding experience. My quest for a belief system that resonated within my heart saw me turn away from one path after another, discarding all that failed to harmonize with what I was certain had to be true.


My thirst for the truth of reality remained unquenched, despite my recent experience and a revitalized determination to seek greater wisdom. Still, compared to my Godless inner peace from my youth, I recognized the deepening wisdom gained with each small step and was grateful for its spiritual nature. This was a peace that defied understanding yet xxviiremained resilient and receptive to the spirit of truth, refusing to abandon me. All I could do was continue my path.


I began to study on my own in more earnest, but none of the books I read or the people I encountered sufficiently aligned with my experience. I would take six more years to find a belief system that resonated with me. However, not long after the retreat, I finally found a job. I won’t say I stumbled onto it, because I constantly put the word out about wanting to work overseas, so people would often suggest I check out this company or that in addition to keeping my own eyes open. I’m a gypsy at heart and always curious how other folks lived across the pond.


The first job where I got my foot in the door was working at an early-warning system designed to deter any Soviet aggression. After a few weeks of training in Chicago at a remote site, they kick you out the door, issue you a parka, and instruct you not to eat the yellow snow. The Distant Early Warning Line, also known as the DEW Line, was a Cold War–era system of radar stations in the northern Arctic region of Canada, the north coast and Aleutian Islands of Alaska, the Faroe Islands, Greenland, and Iceland. As you might imagine, it didn’t take me long to find a more salubrious climate to hang my hat.


With a top-secret clearance, crypto access, and current passport, after the brief DEW Line stint, I found myself on a beautiful tropical island located in the Pacific Ocean between Hawaii and Guam, an idyllic paradise known as Kwajalein. On Kwaj, as the contractors called it, those not native to the island fell into one of two social groups, though of course there was some overlap. There were those who drank alcohol and those who preferred to smoke cannabis. While I chose not to partake, I had much more in common with the dope xxviiismokers. They tended to be more creative and philosophical and often talked about spiritual matters, which appealed to me. Bear in mind that I’m still consciously searching for a spiritual written source in harmony with my personal revelation. I encouraged people to share their spiritual experiences, stories, and beliefs with me—anything they felt spiritually worthwhile—but a religion or belief system that felt right remained elusive. I admired and respected the born-again Christians above all, not for their beliefs but for their unequivocal enthusiasm. I have always been a gypsy at heart but have also always managed to leave on good terms with the relationships I left behind.


And so, a few months after I moved to Hawaii in 1974, I received a letter from a friend on Kwaj who had yet to complete his one-year contract. I tore it open to catch up on events since I left. Kwaj is a quiet, out-of-the-way kind of place, so I was caught up on all the news within a single paragraph. But the second one caught my attention. My interest in all things spiritual was well known, and though my friend, Bill Ibarra, was somewhat of a geek, I was puzzled as to why he mentioned The Urantia Book without any explanation. In fact, the title hooked me, even though I had not the slightest idea of its contents. Three words—blunt and without “secrets of” or “truth” or any such seductive vagaries—held my attention. “Book” implied reference or guide, but “Urantia”?—an exotic word unknown to me. I had to learn more. I felt compelled to discover what this book was, so I called my local bookstore.


It didn’t have the book, but another of its branches did. I tell you, that was a very long day selling concert tickets in the Pearl Ridge Shopping Center, and I still remember running across the parking lot to my car. All I could think of as I crept xxixalong with the rush-hour traffic was Why do I feel so compelled to own a copy of a book I had never heard of twenty-four hours earlier? It was over two thousand pages and with a price tag almost as much as a week’s rent back then—$25—yet I never flinched as the clerk ran my credit card through the store’s card imprinter.


It was the biggest, heaviest hardcover book I had ever seen, let alone owned, but as I lugged it up the stairs to my apartment, I felt a knot of tension slide away, and the tightness in my chest from the moment I read the title slackened. I kicked off my shoes, dropped into my only chair, and opened the stiff cover. I paged through a table of contents worthy of its own volume and was genuinely surprised that a spiritual book would address so many disparate topics. I found the foreword and the meaning of Urantia on the same page. Urantia is another name for the planet Earth, and the intent of the book is to “present enlarged concepts and advanced truth.”


The Urantia Book’s introduction made clear its aim was to finally reconcile religion with science and philosophy by explaining the origin and meaning of life, mankind’s place in the universe, the relationship between God and people, and the life of Jesus. Well, such an authoritative claim captured my attention. I was looking for truth wherever I could find it. Somehow it didn’t even bother me that it was written as directly presented by celestial beings to a group of people in Chicago, who dutifully transcribed it sometime in the first half of the twentieth century and published it in 1955.


In truth, I was simultaneously cautious and intrigued. Based on my experiences with other books recommended by friends, I assumed there would be no reason to waste my time reading every page. Yet what compelled me to buy the book, xxxcosting a week’s worth of groceries, in the first place? So, I opened the foreword. Right away, certain thought-provoking paragraphs rang true and kept me grounded, so I kept reading. When I got to paper 1, page 24, I had an epiphany. I was certain no human could have written this sentence by him- or herself:


“Those who know God have experienced the fact of his presence; such God-knowing mortals hold in their personal experience the only positive proof of the existence of the living God, which one human being can offer to another” 1:2.8 (24.6).


Now, for the first time I could point to a written source of a revelatory nature and unequivocally confirm that this passage is what I identify with, that my personal revelation was in harmony with an epochal revelation, The Urantia Book. I had found a source to quench my thirst for the Truth of Reality. Upon discovering The Urantia Book, I could consciously and truthfully give credit where credit was due—to the Spirit of Truth and my Indwelling Spirit.


I was reading it in black and white from a revelatory source. My personal religious experience confirmed it was true. More specifically, The Urantia Book confirmed my personal religious experience was real and valid. I was no longer alone.


Right away, I carried the hardcover wherever I went. No softcover printing of the book existed at the time. One day I was walking in downtown Waikiki when a bearded young man emerged up the stairs from a pizza parlor and onto the street. “Hey, man,” he said to me. “I read that book in one afternoon on Maui.”


Yeah, right! I thought to myself, but I was still impressed. As my constant companion, the book had the word book xxxifaded from the title because I carried the tome around every day, but, somehow, he had recognized it anyway.


That was just the first of scores of my encounters all over the world with truth seekers, tourists, and natives alike, who had read and studied The Urantia Book. When I left Hawaii, I had managed to locate and was participating in three Urantia study groups every week. These were the first experiences of what would become my life’s passion—disseminating the truths of The Urantia Book in loving ministry to every corner of the globe.


In late 2001 I joined the Foreign Service as an information management specialist. During the ensuing eleven years, I served at over five assignments and major postings. After six months of orientation and training inside the DC area with other agencies, my first posting was US Embassy Islamabad in Pakistan or AmEmb ISL, as we referred to it. It was right in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, and we hit the ground running. I was on the third wave of evacuation during my first posting in ISL and hung my hat inside the Washington, DC, Beltway until events cooled down sufficiently to warrant my return. As you can imagine, because of the aftermath of 9/11, the medium-sized embassy was much busier than even large embassies like those in Moscow and Beijing. I served next at another small-to-medium-sized embassy, US Embassy Yangon (Rangoon), Burma, the region now known as Yangon, Myanmar. The Brits and Americans were still in the habit of calling it by its former name. A larger, updated embassy was being built when I left for my next assignment inside the Beltway. I next served on the executive secretariat’s Special Communications team in Washington, DC, for two years. the work included thirty separate trips abroad with xxxiithen U.S. secretary of state Condoleezza Rice. After those two years, I volunteered for a year with the Multinational Force and Observers’ Civilian Observer Unit (MFO), tasked with peacekeeping between Egypt and Israel in the Sinai. I returned to an embassy posting in AmEmb MOS, Moscow, Russia—the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. My final posting before I retired in 2012 was at the US Embassy in Beijing, BEJ.


All over the world, I met dignitaries, shopkeepers, and scores of others, rich or poor, who were eager to learn the truths contained in The Urantia Book. While in Islamabad, in what was the poorest part of town, I introduced the book to a young girl who started translating it so she could share it with her family. Soon we had a group of eighteen young Pakistanis who wanted to know more. At least one of them learned English by reading the book. I could tell comparable stories from at least a dozen other faraway cities and towns.


Now, it is time to dust off the cosmic passport you might not have known you had and take this journey with me on the highway to eternity. Part 1 will discuss the cosmic mind and how it provides our reality response for determining the Truth of Reality. We have a reliable, updated road map—a spiritual GPS—that will prevent us from deviating off course and not misdirect us to dead ends that make no sense. Ol’ Blue is a trusted GPS meant to guide all those hungry for the truth and answers to all that still puzzles them. The Urantia Book road map, like a GPS, constantly updates for each individual so the person can confirm and personally experience for themselves the direction is true north—toward Paradise.


Sincere yet doubting Thomases (atheists or secularists) have been known to take advantage of The Urantia Book to xxxiiidiscover a spiritual route they never knew existed. Scientists who expect the signs along the way to be consistent with current scientific knowledge may discover the next mile marker could contain a GPS position update incompatible with their current belief system. I encourage them to check in with their discerning inner compass (thought adjuster) before going further down the path.


The Urantia Book spiritual GPS also serves those who are spiritually inclined or God-conscious. The truth bells will go off as your personal religious experiences are confirmed with the Truth of Reality, as faith sons and daughters grow spiritually while traveling upward and inward on this divine highway to Paradise. I know whereof I speak; The Urantia Book can and will stand up to honest criticism. I guarantee it!


In sharing my story, I’m reminded of a retired marine gunnery sergeant, a Vietnam vet. When the “gunny” would visit his grandkids, the little ones would climb up on his lap, surrounded by the older siblings, as soon as he took a seat. The first question out of their mouth was “Grandpa, tell us another story about Vietnam.” The gunny would always begin by saying, “What I am about to tell you may not be 100 percent true or completely accurate, but it is the way I remembered it.” The Gy.Sgt. would then, once again, mesmerize his grandkids with another story of his time in Nam.







My Purpose


I am just one person in the groundswell popularity of the Urantia community, yet I hope to do my small part to grow the fellowship of students of the Urantia revelation. By helping people to personally experience and recognize the truths xxxivrevealed in The Urantia Book, it is my fondest hope that they become inspired to share this epochal revelation with others who are as eager for truth as they are.


Since being declared in the public domain in 2001, sales of the book have skyrocketed. Urantia Foundation reports sales or downloads of more than 100,000 copies each year from various sites, and the book has been translated into twenty-seven languages, including braille. As part of the book’s growing popularity, several companion guides have been written, including my own: Up Close and Personal with the Urantia Book: Expanded Edition.1 The Urantia Revelation is uniquely different. Here I will make the case for the veracity and value of both the scientific and religious revelations within The Urantia Book and how they interact to create additional value.


This book is divided into three parts. The first two focus on the prescient scientific facts and the revisiting and clarification of historic truths revealed in the original Urantia text published in 1955 and all subsequent printings. Part 1 focuses on the scientific revelations that were eventually discovered and verified in the years after the publication of the original Urantia Book, often decades afterward. Part 2 focuses on the religious and spiritual ramifications, which are equally revelatory. Part 3 shows how The Urantia Book entwines the proven laws of science with the importance of a living spiritual relationship with God, culminating in a personal philosophy of living that works. Creating a life in which ideals are made practical in the service of our fellows is the true meaning of a living philosophy, an art of living that is increasingly allowing us to be expressive of our true selves, the individuals we are meant to be.


xxxv

Taken together, parts I and II illustrate each side of the COSAR Principle—the integration of science and religion.2 The meaningful collaboration of science with religion—the truth of both realities—can best be achieved by revelation. To attain full and expansive awareness of the Truth of Reality revealed in The Urantia Book, one must be able to marry both the S (science) and the R (religion or personal-spiritual) factors of the COSAR Principle into his or her own personal and unified picture of reality. Neither the S nor the R can by themselves reveal truth, but together they most certainly can. The S approach, of course, refers to the field in which hypotheses are refined into theories, which are then confirmed or denied through experimentation and only accepted as fact when repeated experiments produce identical results.


The undeniable reality of science contradicts and even refutes Western religious tradition, marginalizing religious claims that have little chance of empirical support, such as the existence of the soul, or even the existence of a higher being. But taken by itself, divorced from spiritual living, it becomes lifeless. The existence of the soul, of beings more evolved than humans, and even of intangible realities of human experience, such as love, free will, truth, beauty, and goodness, may be called into question. They are likely to be relegated to subjective fabrications and opinions of the human mind. Even that human, conscious, and material mind is increasingly equated by a mechanistic and materialistic science with nothing more than the functioning of the human, material, and electrochemical brain.


To be fair, at the opposite pole is the fundamentalism of those who are extremely religious but believe themselves truly faithful. These people make preposterous claims devoid xxxviof scientific rationale to the point of denying physical reality to promote primitive mythologies, such as the belief that the Earth is only slightly more than six thousand years old. This is problematic in that science uses solid empirical data to easily disprove such claims. The illogical intractability of the extremely religious only serves to widen the gulf between themselves and scientists whose perspectives appear materialistic and adhere to similarly dogmatic positions that science can or will eventually find answers to everything.


The New Atheists correctly insist there’s no scientific evidence that a personal God exists, a denial of religion and spirituality with the sweeping force of a surprise roundhouse blow. Less strenuous are the arguments of religion’s supporters who perceive that the current scientific viewpoint is devoid of any possibility of God, a personal, loving heavenly Father, or even creative intent and purpose in the cosmos (intelligent design).


Both viewpoints foster unhealthy confrontation, encouraging volatility, imbalance, and mutually destructive obstacles to truth. A hard R position is unacceptable to educated people searching for truth, just as a hard S position is uncomfortable for people of faith, regardless of their religion or belief system.


The Urantia Book successfully bridges the gulf between these two opposing aspects of intellectual and spiritual nature. It synthesizes the sciences of nature and the theology of religion into a consistent and logical philosophy of the universe that metaphysics has failed to achieve. This promising philosophical unity might subsequently be strengthened by revelation within The Urantia Book. As a religious revelation of epochal significance, The Urantia Book authoritatively reveals the personal (R) and impersonal (S) side of the deity by providing an unbroken and coordinated explanation of both science xxxviiand religion with the Truth of Reality. It provides a viewpoint that grounds the facts of cosmology yet reaches down with the Hand of God to show a personal God who loves his children, while depicting the same responsible and loving Father as He who designs a universe destined to be lived in by untold countless numbers of those same personalities.


Religion and science, then, are not two antagonistic views of reality. They are differing viewpoints on two aspects of one reality, those aspects being the personal and impersonal natures of God.


Part 1 states the case for the veracity of the scientific details revealed in now known or about to be known scientific discoveries. The extraordinarily high percentage of correct assertions regarding the prescient scientific facts and the revisiting and clarification of historic truths, which were either not known or not accepted by the scientific mainstream until decades later, makes a case for paying attention to what The Urantia Book says scientifically.


Part 2 explains the religious or spiritual aspects of The Urantia Book. It focuses on Earth’s, Urantia’s, five epochal revelations, including, for the first time, a full and accurate account of the life of Jesus—his boyhood, adolescence, and young adulthood, heretofore unknown; his personal relationships and struggles; and, of course, his teachings and resurrection. Stated otherwise, the fourth epochal revelation in The Urantia Book is a restatement of the life example and personal teachings of Jesus in modern phraseology, for every year of his life, including the missing years. Finally, a personal account of Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of Man and Jesus, after baptism, as the Son of God and Son of Man follows.


Since The Urantia Book addresses the evolution of religious xxxviiiinstitutions, part 2 will also. And, more important, in alignment with Ol’ Blue’s teachings, we will put the individual person in direct and personal contact with God, back in the driver’s seat of spiritual progression and inner life.


The demise of the Roman Empire dragged civic literacy down with it, leaving the Roman Catholic Church to selfishly guard against the spread of this skill. For almost a thousand years, priests and scribes did their bit to consolidate ecclesiastical power over Europe. Not even kings were able to read and write but needed to dictate to a church-trained scribe who, of course, recited the contents of every missive to their superiors. There is no greater tyrant than a “man of God” who could with a word charge anyone with heresy, and Ecclesiastical authorities made best use of that power. What the church wanted became synonymous with what God wanted; disobedience or even questioning church policies risked excommunication or worse. Free will became the devil’s influence and was therefore subjugated by the church’s strict insistence on obedience. The Renaissance arrived on a breeze of hope, but its appetite for knowledge was edged with a keen resistance to restrictions deemed acceptable or not by the priesthood, with ecclesiastic intransigence to relinquish any authority and ever crueler punishments for heresy. The church’s reluctance to adapt may have contributed to a gradual decline in its influence, which some perceive as evident today.


Knowledge is power, and the idea that, by understanding nature, humankind could control it turned into a clarion call to action and the fuel to drive intellectual pursuits such as science. Scientists strive to learn the laws of the universe through repeated experiments with identical results, squeezing God xxxixout of the equation. Since then, the balance of power has shifted steadily toward a secular and materialistic world where faith is relegated to the sidelines. The Urantia Book promises to reset the balance between science and faith:




Modern secularism has been fostered by two worldwide influences. The father of secularism was the narrow-minded and godless attitude of nineteenth- and twentieth-century so-called science—atheistic science. The mother of modern secularism was the totalitarian medieval Christian church. Secularism had its inception as a rising protest against the almost complete domination of Western civilization by the institutionalized Christian church. 195:8.2 (2081.2)





We will allow The Urantia Book to further speak for itself regarding the difficulties presented in striving to reconcile the scientific and religious viewpoints:




A logical and consistent philosophic concept of the universe cannot be built up on the postulations of either materialism or spiritism, for both of these systems of thinking, when universally applied, are compelled to view the cosmos in distortion, the former contacting with a universe turned inside out, the latter realizing the nature of a universe turned outside in. Never, then, can either science or religion, in and of themselves, standing alone, hope to gain an adequate understanding of universal truths and relationships without the guidance of human philosophy and the illumination of divine revelation. 103:6.5 (1135.7)
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And twenty-nine papers later, the following appears:




The materialistic scientist and the extreme idealist are destined always to be at loggerheads. This is not true of those scientists and idealists who are in possession of a common standard of high moral values and spiritual test levels. In every age, scientists and religionists must recognize that they are on trial before the bar of human need. They must eschew all warfare between themselves while they strive valiantly to justify their continued survival by enhanced devotion to the service of human progress. If the so-called science or religion of any age is false, then must it either purify its activities or pass away before the emergence of a material science or spiritual religion of a truer and more worthy order. 132:1.4 (1457.3)





Within these pages, I hope to begin to reconcile these viewpoints and even unify them, even as they are so unified in the oneness of the original Deity of the I Am. In making such a humble beginning of such a truce, perhaps we will find common ground from where we can all, regardless of our original stance, journey forward together.
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Part I Science in The Urantia Book: The Impersonal Nature of God and the Cosmos






Religion and science are not antagonistic views of reality; they are two aspects of one reality, those aspects being the personal and impersonal natures of God. We, of course, cannot anticipate the scientific discoveries of a thousand years into the future. In fact, we know that even in a relatively few years, many of science’s current conclusions regarding the physical sciences will need revision because of additional scientific developments and discoveries.


The word prescience might look like pre + science, but it actually comes from the Latin, praescientia, which means “foreknowledge,” or knowledge that you know before anyone else does. Only the celestial authors of The Urantia Book could have authoritatively provided these prescient disclosures before our scientists actually confirmed them many years later.


In the examples that follow, The Urantia Book publication date of 1955 will be used, but it is worth noting that parts 1 and 2 of the book were said to be completed in 1934, and part 3 is dated 1935. These dates are relevant insofar as The Urantia Book can be said to have been prescient in two ways: it described scientific facts years or even decades before they 2were accepted in mainstream science and, similarly, it revisited and clarified historical truths that challenged the status quo but were eventually proved correct.


The revisiting and clarification of historical truths and prescient scientific facts detailed in this part of the book were not verified by our scientific community until well after The Urantia Book was published in 1955. For the skeptics, I will use the publication date of 1955 to avoid unnecessary bickering. These examples are not to be treated lightly, and I simply will not allow this to be swept under the rug. No matter how tightly you squeeze your eyes shut this will not go away. When truth comes knocking at your door, why would you slam it shut? I’ll report; you decide.


This first part will also document independent scientists not affiliated with The Urantia Book who have openly acknowledged that the prescient examples provided are accurate and supported in reputable scientific journals and peer reviews. The examples provided are supported from scientists who are not affiliated with the Urantia community and have no axe to grind.


The prescient scientific facts and revisiting and clarification of historic truths, revealed, disclosed and coordinated in The Urantia Book support and, with revelation, validate what I call the COSAR Principle. Ol’ Blue states it this way:




The truth—an understanding of cosmic relationships, universe facts, and spiritual values—can best be had through the ministry of the Spirit of Truth and can best be criticized by revelation. But revelation originates neither a science nor a religion; its function is to co-ordinate both science and religion with the truth of reality. Always, 3in the absence of revelation or in the failure to accept or grasp it, has mortal man resorted to his futile gesture of metaphysics, that being the only human substitute for the revelation of truth or for the mota of morontia personality. 103:7.8 (1138.6)





The scientific achievements and revisions to history revealed in The Urantia Book that predate their discoveries decades later might not make one believe in a personal God, our loving Heavenly Father. The impersonal nature of God functioning in our time-space universes is a constant reminder that there is no scientific evidence that a personal God exists.


God is spirit, and we require spiritual insight, a personal religious experience, to be God-conscious through the experience of faith. Living faith, the experience, assurance, and conviction of faith, will be discussed in a later chapter. Religion is a personal experience, and the spiritual fruit one bears is a testimony of one’s spirit-led life. This is the distinction between how we validate a personal loving heavenly Father versus the impersonal side of Deity in relation to the cosmos and the origin of our finite universe.


All the scientific revelations I describe in Part 1 have been verified by respected scientists, philosophers, theologians, and academicians unaffiliated with any Urantia organization. They have no axe to grind. These prescient scientific facts can and will stand up to honest criticism.


For example, chapters 1 and 2 in particular will include excerpts from the author’s correspondence with Nobel laureate Kary Mullis (including a personal invitation to his home) and with Professor Mark A. S. McMenamin, author of The Garden of Ediacara (Columbia University Press), as well as excerpts 4from a chapter written by Sarah Lewis in The Invention of Sacred Tradition, edited by James R. Lewis and Olav Hammer (Cambridge University Press). Martin Peng, with a PhD in Applied Physics from Stanford University, studied the materials in chapters 1 and 2 and found the content to be correct, thoughtful, comprehensive, and well organized.




Enough Is Plenty


It is not within the scope or intent of part 1 to provide the documentation details of the research and findings of the dozen plus examples given. Reputable sources will be provided, and The Urantia Book references that support the scientific findings will be supplied to unequivocally validate their discoveries after the The Urantia Book was published in 1955. Those who want more will not be left out to dry. A link will be made available for those who would like to take a deeper dive and really immerse themselves in one or all of the thought-provoking examples given. Moreover, I wholeheartedly encourage you to check out the reference site and weigh in with your insights gained from reading this book. We need all the help we can get.


In many ways, I have served more as a collector and editor rather than as an original researcher in making my case for The Urantia Papers. In fact, the research and discoveries in all of part 1 have been peer-reviewed in major scientific journals.
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Endnote


Humanity has long sought to create a coherent philosophy that explains both itself and the universe, drawing from science, religion, and metaphysics. However, these efforts have been hindered by the inability to bridge the critical gulf between the material and spiritual realms—what The Urantia Book refers to as the “morontia gulf.” This gap arises from a lack of understanding about the morontia mind and material, which exist as transitional realities between the physical and the spiritual. Revelation provides the only means to fill this conceptual void, offering the necessary insights to construct a logical and satisfying philosophy of the universe. With such guidance, humanity can better understand its place and purpose in the cosmos.
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Chapter 1

The Precambrian Supercontinent








From Revelation to Discovery: The Precambrian Enigma


When I first opened The Urantia Book, I had no idea it would hold answers to questions I hadn’t yet asked. One of the book’s most striking claims leaped out at me early in my reading: its detailed description of a Precambrian supercontinent, said to have existed over a billion years ago. At the time, I had only a layperson’s understanding of geology, but the clarity and confidence of this revelation caught my attention.


Years later, I stumbled across the work of Dr. Mark McMenamin, whose research confirmed what The Urantia Book had described decades earlier. It was a moment of both validation and awe. How could a book written in the 1930s describe a scientific reality that geologists wouldn’t uncover until the 1970s? This wasn’t just a coincidence—it was a demonstration of what The Urantia Book claimed to be: a revelation designed to bridge the gulf between science and religion.


The discovery of Rodinia was more than a scientific milestone. It reminded me that our universe is deeply interconnected, a grand design that we are only beginning to understand. And it reaffirmed my belief that science and spirituality are not enemies but complementary tools for uncovering the truth of reality. In this chapter, we’ll explore how decades 8before its discovery The Urantia Book revealed the story of what McMenamin calls Rodinia and what this means for those of us seeking to reconcile the impersonal facts of science with the personal truths of faith.







The Unbroken Truth of Reality


The history of the mid-twentieth century discloses some startling and fascinating biological, cosmological, and scientific information. The scientific community only recently confirmed several of these facts. Except for a few, most researchers or scientists lack the courage to openly accept or investigate the earlier material, specifically that found in The Urantia Book.


The Urantia Book’s accuracy on the subject of this chapter is a thunderbolt for science, confirming its revelatory substance beyond question. This is no minor detail; it’s a bombshell that science is only now verifying—with astonishment.


In 1970 science discovered for the first time a Precambrian supercontinent that existed one billion years ago.1 As noteworthy as this is, perhaps even more remarkable is that this newly discovered scientific fact was unequivocally disclosed in exquisite detail in The Urantia Papers, which was written in 1935 and published in 1955 as The Urantia Book.2 In The Garden of Ediacara, author Mark A. S. McMenamin points to now-known facts of two supercontinents: Pangea and Rodinia.3 McMenamin’s astonishment at The Urantia Book’s accuracy, specifically regarding the Precambrian supercontinent Rodinia, is grounded in the surprising precision of its statements in The Urantia Book. It authoritatively discloses this in 1935, long before plate tectonics became accepted in 9the scientific community. The Urantia Book posits that the supercontinent existed around one billion years ago; not very long from that time geologically, it began to separate into continents. This breakup, according to The Urantia Book, played a role in the emergence of complex life, an insight that McMenamin marvels at because modern science could only validate it a full generation later. Mind you, no one had The Urantia Book in mind when it did so!


Here’s what Professor McMenamin says: “This book was unknown to me until it was brought to my attention by JJ Johnson in October 1995. I obtained a copy of the book from the Smith College library and noted the 1955 (eighth edition 1984) publication date. What could possibly explain such precocious insight from such an unexpected corner? Perhaps it has to do with a lively, unconstrained, but nevertheless informed imagination. John K. Wright has noted how outrageous hypotheses ‘arouse interest, invite attack, and thus serve useful fermentative purposes in the advancement of geology.’ But what about outrageous religions?”4


A few paragraphs later, Mark reasserts what I assume to him is a pretty outrageous statement to make so authoritatively: “Assuming for the moment that space voyagers are not responsible for life’s origin and history on this planet, one wonders how the Urantia Book authors arrived at the concept of a Proterozoic supercontinent, and the link between breakup of this supercontinent and the emergence of complex life in the ensuing rift oceans, 30 years before most geologists accepted continental drift and nearly four decades before scientists had any inkling that Rodinia existed.”5


By 1935 mainstream science still regarded the idea of continental drift with skepticism; Alfred Wegener’s theories, 10discussed later in this book, were viewed with suspicion. Yet, The Urantia Book confidently discusses plate tectonics as the driver behind the formation and breakup of supercontinents. This idea, now foundational in geology, was virtually unheard of when the book was written. Rodinia’s breakup indeed created oceanic spaces conducive to marine life development, a process confirmed by fossil evidence of diverse life flourishing in those ancient seas.


McMenamin metaphorically links this era with Eden, naming his book The Garden of Ediacara to convey how the breakup of Rodinia and the emergence of the Ediacaran organisms set the stage for life’s blossoming. This “garden” of life, like Eden, holds a symbolic significance as the cradle of evolution.


This specific discovery of the Earth’s geological history features two significant supercontinents that impacted the development of life in profound ways. Each of these super-continents emerged and eventually broke apart through tectonic shifts, shaping Earth’s environment and the life-forms that inhabited it. These three revelational facts are not theories; they are facts.


The Life Carriers in The Urantia Book describe the ancient geological forces shaping Earth with an unusual authority. Their descriptions capture processes, like the slow tectonic drift of Rodinia, that would later be recognized as essential to the Cambrian explosion, the swift emergence of diverse organisms. This prophetic alignment, as McMenamin notes, suggests a GPS-like precision, giving humanity a cosmic road map long before the science was available to validate it.


These prescient scientific facts and the revisiting and clarification of the historic truths in Paper 57 are verifiable and 11supported by comparing the referenced documentation using independent reliable and acceptable sources from reputable scientists, scholars, academics, historians, and researchers. This has all been peer-reviewed too! The authoring of the correct description of this now-accepted prescient scientific fact in The Urantia Papers is beyond the scope of conventional experience.6 It affects the man and woman in the street—and I dare say with the same impact as Einstein’s relativity.


Rodinia was Earth’s first known supercontinent, formed during a time when life on Earth was almost exclusively single-celled. Around 750 million to 600 million years ago, Rodinia began to break apart. This breakup is particularly significant because it coincided with the emergence of multicellular life-forms, marking the dawn of complex animal life. The rift valleys and newly formed shallow seas created by Rodinia’s fragmentation offered ideal environments for early multicellular organisms to thrive. These shallow waters were nutrient rich and relatively stable, creating conditions where life could evolve and diversify at an accelerated rate.


The connection between Rodinia’s breakup and the emergence of animals is one of the key revelations that The Urantia Book presented two-plus decades before science could confirm it. Geologists now understand that the breakup of Rodinia helped set the stage for the Ediacaran biota, some of Earth’s first large multicellular organisms, and later, the Cambrian explosion around 540 million years ago, when a burst of diverse animal body plans emerged within a brief geological window.


Pangea came much later, forming around 300 million years ago. Unlike Rodinia, which influenced early animal evolution, Pangea’s environmental impact had more to do with 12shaping the diversity and distribution of land-dwelling species. Its formation led to a drier, more variable climate across its vast landmass, which prompted adaptive radiation and the diversification of reptiles, eventually paving the way for the age of the dinosaurs. The breakup of Pangea, around 175 million years ago, ultimately shaped the modern continents and has been a major driver in the distribution of species that we see today. This is all outlined in The Urantia Book and then detailed in McMenamin’s book.


McMenamin had no idea that the Urantia Book existed; the remarkable “discovery” that the book reveals could have driven him to call it pseudoscience, thereby hiding this disclosure, but Mark took the high road and admitted to his incredulity in the pages of his book. What a man of terrific integrity! In my dealings with scientists over the years many (or most) either ignore the Truth of Reality when it hits them in the choppers, or they put it in the intellectual broom closet to hope that it will be ignored.


The significance of Rodinia’s breakup lies in its timing and the life-altering effects it had on Earth’s biological landscape. As Rodinia fragmented, tectonic activity increased, leading to volcanic eruptions that injected carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, gradually warming the planet. This warming helped end the Snowball Earth conditions of extreme glaciation. As the glaciers receded and seas expanded, shallow marine environments emerged. These seas offered ample sunlight and nutrients, creating fertile “gardens” where simple multicellular organisms could evolve into more complex life-forms.


This breakup-driven environmental transformation is pivotal because it gave rise to the conditions necessary for the Cambrian explosion, a period that introduced complex 13ecosystems and most of the major animal groups still present today. Therefore, the breakup of Rodinia was not only a geological event but also a milestone in biological evolution, as the conditions it produced accelerated the diversification of life.


From McMenamin’s perspective, The Urantia Book’s statements on Rodinia and the connection to animal emergence demonstrate a remarkable foresight. This is not one but three fantastic combined facts: the existence of Rodinia, plate tectonics as the mechanism for supercontinental movement, and the timing of multicellular organisms. These integrated prescient insights suggest an almost cosmic road map that links geophysical changes to biological evolution. One should automatically see these three as interconnected parts of a grand design, in a similar manner that the Discovery Institute sees an intelligent designer operating in the cosmos when looking at Urantia’s biological evolution—especially regarding the human anatomy.


Before I discuss my interactions with McMenamin, let me offer a philosophical consideration of the book with a few thoughts that Professor Sarah Lewis has made in the book she contributed to, The Invention of Sacred Tradition.


The Urantia Papers as published in The Urantia Book is a composite replete revelation that begins with God as the I Am. This cannot be proven or disproven.7 A revelation originates in neither a science nor a religion; its function is to coordinate both science and religion with the Truth of Reality. Science and Religion are not two antagonistic views of reality; they are views of two aspects of one reality, those aspects being the personal and impersonal natures of God. The Coordination of Science and Religion (COSAR) with the truth of reality is 14best achieved by revelation. I refer to and provide examples of this enhanced relationship as the COSAR Principle.8 The prescient (pre-science) statements in this report support and validate the COSAR Principle, as science now has validated “facts” from a supposed religious book!


Recognizing the revelatory disclosure that predates the scientific facts before they were known and accepted into the scientific mainstream compels an honest and truth-seeking person to want to learn more. Are there more revelations like this one? (The answer is yes; see the next three chapters). A logical question one should ask is, how does God coordinate his impersonal Deity levels as an energy creator with his personal nature as a universal Loving Father so that we can religiously experience and gel with our personal insights from the sciences?


Now I go back to my interactions with Dr. McMenamin. Mark and I stayed in touch by email beginning early 2007 during my posting with the US State Department inside the Beltway while supporting the secretary of state, Condoleezza Rice, on her trips abroad. For the next decade, Mark and I exchanged emails highlighting current research projects that made headlines. Mark mentioned he took a lot of heat for recognizing The Urantia Book regarding the Precambrian supercontinent, even though his colleagues accepted the science in his The Garden of Ediacara book, but he was prepared to stand his ground. I called Mark after returning from one of my trips abroad with the secretary of state, for possibly getting together if our time worked out. He was cleaning out his barn during the phone chat, and the hookup never happened. My hectic overseas travel supporting Secretary of State Rice and Mark’s busy teaching schedule prevented 15us from getting together. I bring this up to point out that Professor McMenamin currently is one of a few scholars who openly acknowledges truth whatever the source. Mark did not inform me he provided favorable reviews of The Urantia Book accounts of the supercontinent and continental drift in The Garden of Ediacara. This was brought to my attention by a retired attorney friend of mine, Dick Johnson, who happened to see a write-up of another Urantia Book student, Matthew Block. Matthew researches published sources from both within and without the Urantia community. While researching secondary material, Block happened to stumble onto Professor McMenamin giving me credit for turning him on to Ol’ Blue in his book. It was truly a delight to know he was willing to acknowledge prescient science in Paper 57. One of the purposes I aim to achieve with this book is to encourage others who are in a professional position to openly acknowledge the truths they find in The Urantia Book that support their science.







Expanding upon This Chapter


For those who want to dig a little deeper into the scientific and philosophical details of this depiction of the Precambrian continent, continental drift, and the Cambrian explosion, my colleague Bob Debold has a more detailed essay, “The Precambrian Supercontinent” (https://deboldgroup.com/Aquatic/Documents/Bobs-Chapter%201.pdf), along with a number of essays on various topics the Urantia Book delves into. Bob adds detail beyond this chapter: he fleshes out how this topic relates to my COSAR principle, suggesting that The Urantia Book harmonizes scientific and spiritual insights into 16a unified worldview, capable of addressing intellectual and spiritual curiosity alike.9


Central to Bob’s argument is Mark McMenamin’s recognition of the Urantia Book’s striking accuracy on the Precambrian supercontinent, Rodinia. Bob conducts a more in-depth examination of this phenomenon, exploring revelatory details that illuminate its connection to the emergence of complex life. Bob delves deeper into McMenamin’s amazement at the book’s prescient statements, interpreting them as validation of its revelatory nature.


Another theme Bob emphasizes is how The Urantia Book not only anticipated scientific discoveries such as plate tectonics and continental drift, but also integrated them with spiritual insights, a capability he argues gives it a “cosmic-GPS” quality. Bob further emphasizes this metaphor by explaining how revelation can serve as a directional guide, helping humanity align scientific exploration with spiritual truths.


Bob also discusses the Cambrian explosion and connects this event to the breakup of Rodinia, proposing that such revelations are cosmic milestones, aligning human understanding with divine insights. He argues that recognizing these revelations can open “cosmic knowledge portals,” encouraging humanity to synthesize science and spirituality in their quest for truth. For those who truly want to drink deeply from the well of truth, I recommend you take a look at Bob’s essay.


As I continued my journey with The Urantia Book, I found myself drawn to its account of humanity’s origins and the grand narrative of our spiritual and biological evolution. The book’s portrayal of Adam and Eve as celestial beings on a mission to uplift the genetic and spiritual potential of humankind intrigued me deeply. Their story wasn’t just a myth or 17allegory—it became for me a revelation of purpose and design that resonated with my own questions about the nature of progress, both personal and collective.


I began to wonder, What if our potential isn’t limited by the mistakes of the past but is instead an invitation to rise above them? What if their mission, though interrupted, left behind seeds of greatness waiting to be cultivated? In the next chapter, we’ll dive into the fascinating story of Adam and Eve—exploring the interplay of science and revelation to uncover what their genes, and their mission, mean for us today.
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