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  For Muriel, Nadine, Jr., and Kristi
You know who you are
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About the Hollywood Photo Archive





  THE HOLLYWOOD PHOTO ARCHIVE IS NOT ONLY a wonderful collection of cinematic history, but it also captures the collective memories of Hollywood. The gunmen, the gallants, the ghosts, and the stars of the big screen are represented in an impressive archive of more than 180,000 pieces.




  The collection has been assembled over forty years by Director Colin Slater. In Slater’s early days, as he began to learn his craft, it was the great directors—Wilder, Lean, and Welles—who advised him to study and learn from the film stills. Slater went on to own an important public relations agency, The Adventurers, in association with the legendary journalist and film executive, Fred Hift. Together with 500 stringers the company worked on almost every motion picture produced and released in the U.K., gathering stills from the stars and press collateral from the studios. Added with Hift’s lifetime of files, the Hollywood Archive was born.




  The outstanding archive provides a treasure trove of prints for film buffs; delve in and discover wonderful film stills, celebrity portraits, and heroic stage performances. For more information contact wkdirections@outlook.com.
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Jean Ackerman
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  Not actually a Hollywood luminary, Jean Ackerman was a star nonetheless, and was known as the “Queen of the Ziegfeld Follies” in the late 1920s and early 1930s, appearing in such musicals as Rosalie, Whoopee!, Midnight Frolic, and Smiles. Jean retired from the stage following her marriage to Walter Hirshon in 1931 and became a prominent New York socialite.
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June Allyson
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  Born Eleanor Geissman in the Bronx, Allyson originally wanted to pursue a medical career, and only started working on Broadway as a way of paying her tuition expenses. MGM executives were so impressed with the Gene Kelly–choreographed musical Best Foot Forward (1941), in which Allyson starred, that they “bought” the cast as well as the film rights and moved them all to Hollywood. Thus began Allyson’s stellar career, one in which she played “Aw, shucks” girl-next-door types, several of them opposite Jimmy Stewart, as his wife. As Ginger Rogers wrote, “She’s the girl every man wants to marry and the girl every woman wants as a friend.”
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Ursula Andress
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  Aptly described on her imbd.com page as “the quintessential jet-set Euro starlet,” the Swiss-born Andress is perhaps best known as the first Bond girl, appearing in the debut film Dr. No (1962), and setting a high bar for Bond girls to follow. (The bikini she wore in the movie sold at auction for nearly $60,000 in 2001.) She notably played the female lead opposite Elvis Presley in Fun in Acapulco (1963), and then went on to appear in many other films in the United States and Europe, until her career ebbed around 1980.
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