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  FOREWORD

  By Pat Williams

  I was hooked on sports at an early age. In 1947, I went to see my first major league baseball game at Shibe Park. I was captivated by baseball, and became a great admirer of Connie Mack.

  Even then, I had heard many references to his championship teams. I was fascinated by those 1910, 1911, and 1913 teams, and the teams of 1929, 1930, and 1931. I would have given anything to have been old enough to have seen those teams and players.

  But I had to be patient. The first time I came into contact with a championship team was in 1956. I was in 10th grade. The Warriors had a great team that year, winning the championship. I took it all in, watching Paul Arizin, Tom Gola, Neil Johnston, Jack George, and Joe Graboski. My dad had tickets for the final game and we sat in the upper deck watching the Warriors beat the Ft. Wayne Pistons at Convention Hall. What a thrill it was to see a Philadelphia team win a championship.

  I came home from college one winter a few years later, and my dad took me to Franklin Field, where we saw the Eagles win the title against the Green Bay Packers. It was a very cold day. I can still see Ted Dean breaking into the open and taking off, and Chuck Bednarik tackling Jim Taylor to save the game. Now, all these years later, I still cherish the glow of that game.

  I was not living in the area when the Warriors won the championship in 1966–67. But in 1974, I came back to Philly to interview for a job with the 76ers, and all over the city there was a buzz going on about the Flyers. I thought, Wow—they could win the championship. And darned if they didn’t. Then with Bobby Clarke and Bernie Parent leading the way, they did it again the following year. They had a parade, both years, and what a parade it was. What a great two years that was for the Flyers.

  The next thing you know, the Phillies won the World Series in 1980. I was there at Veterans Stadium the night they won. I’ll never forget it—the police dogs, horses, Pete Rose and Bob Boone collaborating on the foul ball, and Tug McGraw coming out of the bullpen. It had never happened before for the Phillies in almost 100 years.

  Then in 1982, Moses Malone arrived, and everything turned out right for the 76ers. They were injury-free and not one thing went wrong all season. It was a Cinderella season, capped by a sweep of the Los Angeles Lakers and another incredible parade. I’ll never forget it. Going down Broad Street, I never saw so many people in my life.

  It took a while, but Philadelphia finally got another championship team in 2008 when the Phillies beat the Tampa Bay Rays to win the World Series. I was ensconced in Florida by then, but I’ve always been a Philadelphia fan, and I rejoiced like I was right there. Everybody loved those Phillies, and then they had a fantastic parade.

  Those parades are absolutely beautiful. Everybody loves our parades and two million or so people always turn out for one. There’s a bigger turnout for parades in Philadelphia than anywhere else in the country. Just think, when the San Francisco Giants won the World Series in 2014, about 200,000 turned out to see their parade. What’s that tell you?

  I’m thinking, we ought to have a parade every year. Let’s make it an annual ritual. But you have to realize, it’s hard to win a title. In addition to having the talent, everything has to go right. The team has to be extremely motivated. There can’t be any letdowns. You can’t have any major injuries.

  But we’ve had some great teams. And the pages of this book give fans the chance to read about those teams. The Champions of Philadelphia highlights the greatest Philadelphia teams and moments in the history of professional sports.

  There have been many of these great teams, starting in 1910 with Connie Mack’s Athletics and going on up to Charlie Manuel’s 2008 Phillies, with many wonderful highlights in between.

  My good friend Rich Westcott is the ultimate author on all things related to Philadelphia sports. Over the years, no one has covered Philadelphia sports history like he has. I have read every book he’s written, and the one that you’re about to read is his best work yet.

  I sat down with this book the minute I got it, and in two sessions I had read it from cover to cover. So get ready for a terrific read. You, too, will find that The Champions of Philadelphia is a book that you will have a very difficult time putting down as you celebrate the greatest teams in the history of Philadelphia sports. And when you finally finish reading this book, you are going to say, “Let’s win one again as soon as possible.”


  INTRODUCTION

  Among the great sports cities in the United States, Philadelphia ranks as one of the best. It has been like that for more than two centuries.

  This is a city where sports were known to have been played as long ago as the 1700s. It is one of just eight cities in the country that currently has a team from each of the four top professional leagues (along with New York, Boston, Washington, Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta, and Dallas). It’s one of only five cities that have major league baseball, basketball, football, ice hockey, and soccer teams. And its history is filled with great players, great teams, and memorable events.

  Indeed, sports in Philadelphia has been one of the dominant features in a city that has been a leader in many different areas of history.

  This, after all, is where the Declaration of Independence was written and signed. It was the nation’s first capital. Philadelphia is the birthplace of the American flag, as well as the country’s first modern bank, electronic computer, locomotive, zoo, volunteer fire company, trade union, farmers’ market, stock exchange, magazine, and professional surgery.

  The city is the home of the world-famous Philadelphia Orchestra, the internationally renowned Museum of Art, Fairmount Park, which is the largest inner-city park in the country, and the legendary Mummers Parade. Cheesesteaks, soft pretzels, scrapple, and carbonated water originated in the area.

  The Cradle of Liberty, a city that had its start in 1682 when William Penn arrived, featured rowing and horse-racing in the 1700s. Soon afterward, polo and cricket became popular. A form of baseball was first known to be played in 1830, after which the sport exploded onto the scene with hundreds of club teams performing throughout the city and suburbs. Boxing became popular in the 1850s, tennis took hold in the city in the 1880s, and golf became fashionable in the 1890s.

  In 1876, the University of Pennsylvania fielded the area’s first football team. In 1895, the nation’s first college basketball game took place, with Haverford College defeating Temple University, 6–4. The Penn Relays and the Devon Horse Show both began in 1895. The first Army-Navy football game was held in the city in 1899. And in the early 1900s, professional auto races were held on the streets of the city.

  In the world of major professional sports teams, a squad from Philadelphia called the Athletics was part of baseball’s first pro league and the first pennant-winner of the National Association of Professional Base Ball Players, formed in 1871. Five years later, the National League was created and the circuit’s very first game, pitting another team called the Athletics and the Boston Red Caps, was played in Philadelphia in 1876.

  A new team called the Phillies joined the National League in 1883. Now, 133 seasons later, only one team (Chicago Cubs) in Major League Baseball has spent more consecutive years playing as a one-city club. In 1901, yet another Athletics team was a charter member of the American League. They left the city after the 1954 season, moving to Kansas City and later to Oakland.

  In football, the National Football League was formed in 1920. No teams represented Philadelphia until the previously independent Frankford Yellow Jackets joined the league in 1924. That team folded during the 1931 season. Two years later, another Philadelphia team called the Eagles was formed, and it has been a key member of the local sports scene ever since then.

  The Basketball Association of America began in 1946, and one of its original teams was the Warriors. The BAA merged with the National Basketball League in 1949 to form the National Basketball Association. The Warriors remained in the league until moving to San Francisco in 1961. Then in 1964, a new team came to town when the Syracuse Nats became the 76ers.

  The National Hockey League started in 1917. But except for the 1930–31 season when a team called the Quakers played in the league, Philadelphia, although it had numerous professional teams over the years, did not have another team in the NHL until the 1966–67 season, when the Flyers became one of six new teams to join the league.

  Since the start of the twentieth century, 17 teams have won championships in the city’s four major professional sports. While that falls well below New York’s leading total, it is a figure that includes a glittering list of exciting, enormously popular, and memorable teams, each with its own collection of spectacular players.

  Of course, Philadelphia teams have often not ranked among the leaders of their respective sports. Indeed, there have been many dismal times in the annals of local sports. But the teams that have won championships and even the many others that advanced to championship games and did not win have all played magnificently while bringing honor and distinction to a city where sports have always ranked higher among the region’s population than virtually any other endeavor.

  The leader among Philadelphia’s champions is the Athletics. The team won American League pennants nine times—in 1902, 1905, 1910, 1911, 1913, 1914, 1929, 1930, and 1931. In five of those years, the A’s also won the World Series.

  Next come the Eagles. While going to the NFL finals six times—in 1947, 1948, 1949, 1960, 1981, and 2005, including two trips to the Super Bowl—they have won three league championships.

  The Phillies captured National League flags seven times—in 1915, 1950, 1980, 1983, 1993, 2008, and 2009, winning the World Series twice.

  In journeys to the finals in 1946–47, 1947–48, and 1955–56, the Warriors won two titles. The 76ers also were two-time winners in the NBA after going to the last round in 1966–67, 1977–78, 1982–83, and 2000–01.

  The Flyers took home the Stanley Cup twice following trips to the NHL’s deciding round in 1973–74 and 1974–75, while also advancing to the finals five times—in 1976, 1979, 1984, 1987, and 1997.

  And the Yellow Jackets won the NFL crown in 1926 in an era before there were postseason battles.

  Overall, these champions represent the finest in Philadelphia sports history.

  Their victories, whether at Shibe Park, Franklin Field, Veterans Stadium, Citizens Bank Park, the Arena, Convention Hall, the Spectrum, or Frankford Stadium, produced some of the most spectacular events in the city’s long and rich sports history.

  Over the years, good fortune has allowed me to see many of Philadelphia’s pro champions. Originally, I saw some of those teams as a youth when my father took me to watch games. Others, I covered and wrote about in later years as an adult. In all cases, the special memories of these teams have produced lingering images. They are images that will never be forgotten.

  Think of the players who have defined these teams—Eddie Collins, Jimmie Foxx, Steve Van Buren, Chuck Bednarik, Robin Roberts, Mike Schmidt, Ryan Howard, Joe Fulks, Paul Arizin, Wilt Chamberlain, Julius Erving, Bobby Clark, Bernie Parent, and Houston Stockton—and you have some of the greatest athletes ever to take part in their respective sports.

  And the managers and coaches, in particular, Connie Mack, Greasy Neale, Buck Shaw, Dallas Green, Charlie Manuel, Eddie Gottlieb, Alex Hannum, and Fred Shero, comprise some of their game’s finest leaders of all time.

  The Champions of Philadelphia does not include the numerous noteworthy minor pro teams in many different sports that have won championships, although they are cited in the final chapter. Nor does it cover the vast number of great college teams in the region that have won major championships. Their achievements, of course, and those of the thousands of semi-pro and amateur teams that have called Philadelphia home, add tremendously to the city’s reputation as one of the leading and most enduring sports locations in the nation.

  This book, though, is an attempt to document the achievements of Philadelphia’s most successful top-level professional teams. Some won championships long ago. Others won titles more recently. The ways in which their games have been played have changed considerably over the years. But regardless of the circumstances surrounding each team’s success, the city has been the home of 17 sensational teams, and they all have contributed immeasurably to Philadelphia’s long and unforgettable sports history.

  —Rich Westcott, Summer 2015


  THE ATHLETICS WIN THEIR FIRST WORLD SERIES

  1 In the early years of the American League, no baseball team was more successful than the Philadelphia Athletics. This was a team that after the league’s 14th season had won six pennants and three World Series. No team in either league came close to that record.

  While the Athletics had won American League pennants in 1902 when there was no World Series and in 1905 when they lost in the Series to the New York Giants, it was the 1910 team that pushed the A’s to a higher level.

  That club paved the way for the A’s to win three World Series over a four-year period and four pennants through 1914. And it did it with an outstanding group of players that made it one of the league’s first great teams.

  The 1910 Athletics set a new American League record by winning 102 games during the regular season. They finished 14½ games ahead of the second-place New York Highlanders, and they crushed the Chicago Cubs, who were playing in their third World Series since 1906, four games to one in the Fall Classic.

  In addition to manager Connie Mack, the A’s had four future Hall of Fame players—pitchers Charles (Chief) Bender and Eddie Plank, second baseman Eddie Collins, and third baseman Frank (Home Run) Baker—on the team. They had one player—first baseman Harry Davis—who had won four American League home run titles and another—Baker—who later would also win four home run crowns. And they had the makings of what would soon be called “The $100,000 Infield,” which one year later would consist of Baker, shortstop Jack Barry, Collins, and first baseman Stuffy McInnis.
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  The Athletics’ famed $100,000 infield, so named because it was thought to be worth that sum, stands with center fielder Danny Murphy (middle), formerly the team’s second baseman. The infield in 1910 included (from left) Eddie Collins, Jack Barry, Frank Baker, and Stuffy McInnis.

  Courtesy of Bob Warrington

  The A’s home ballpark was just one year old and when it was built was considered the finest baseball stadium in the country. Shibe Park, named after the Athletics’ majority owner Ben Shibe and standing at 21st Street and Lehigh Avenue in North Philadelphia, had been constructed at a cost of $315,248.69 and opened in 1909. The first ballpark built with steel and concrete, it would start a trend in which twelve more stadiums around the country would be built the same way, including Fenway Park, Wrigley Field, and Ebbetts Field.

  Originally, Shibe Park had a seating capacity of 23,000 with an area behind ropes across the outfield holding another 10,000. That was a considerable difference from Columbia Park, the A’s original field at 29th Street and Columbia Avenue, which could accommodate just 9,500 spectators and was deemed too small to hold the burgeoning group of Athletics fans.

  When it opened in 1909, Philadelphia mayor John Reyburn called Shibe Park “a pride of the city.” American League president Ban Johnson gushed that “Shibe Park is the greatest place of its character in the world.” And Evening Telegraph reporter William Weart wrote that the ballpark “was built for the masses as well as the classes, and had more room for the poor man than for the rich one” because baseball is a “people’s sport.”

  One year after the opening-day hoopla, the Athletics, who had finished second, just three and one-half games behind the Detroit Tigers in Shibe Park’s first season, were ready to go again. At that point, the A’s popularity among baseball fans had increased considerably in Philadelphia as the Phillies dawdled in mediocrity.

  Mack, who owned 25 percent of the team (while the Shibe family, headed by Ben Shibe, had 50 percent of the stock and sports writers Sam (Butch) Jones of the Associated Press and Frank Hough with the Philadelphia Inquirer each owned 12½ percent), had made a few changes in what had been the starting lineup just two years earlier when the A’s finished sixth. In particular, Jack Lapp had become the starting catcher, and Barry was now the shortstop.

  Barry’s keystone partner was Collins, whom Mack had signed out of Columbia University. Nicknamed “Cocky,” Collins had originally played at the age of nineteen in 1906 under the assumed name of Sullivan, used because he still had one year of eligibility left at Columbia. During a twenty-five-year career in the majors, Collins would be regarded as one of the best and most intelligent players who ever stepped on the field. An exceptional fielder as well as a hitter, he would finish his career with a .333 batting average. Later he would become the general manager of the Boston Red Sox and the person who signed Ted Williams.

  Baker was another key performer. A slugger who starting in 1911 won four straight home run crowns—thus earning him his nickname—he used a 52-ounce bat and hit .307 during a thirteen-year career in the big leagues, during which time he also led the league in RBIs three times. He was also a top defensive player who led the league in fielding percentage twice. He had been the first player to hit a ball over Shibe Park’s right field wall in 1909.

  Davis was one of the league’s premier sluggers, having won home run titles in 1904 through 1907. A Philadelphia native who wound up playing 22 years in the majors, during which time he had a .277 career batting average with 75 home runs, Davis was in his last year as an A’s regular in 1910, after which he would be replaced by McInnis.

  Outfielders Rube Oldring, Topsy Hartsel, and Danny Murphy were all veteran players who performed admirably during long careers in the majors. Both Amos Strunk, a young reserve, and Murphy were Philadelphia natives. The latter had been a second baseman, but was converted to an outfielder after Collins’s arrival. The only problem with the A’s roster is that some of its players were getting older. Davis and Hartsel were both thirty-six and Plank was thirty-five.

  The Athletics’ pitching staff featured Plank, Bender, Jack Coombs, and Cy Morgan, each of whom won in double figures in 1910. Behind the plate, Lapp, the main catcher, shared duties with four other backstops during the season, including the veteran Ira Thomas.

  Plank, who would win in double figures sixteen straight times, including eight 20-plus-win seasons, had joined the Athletics in 1901. The following year, he began a streak of four straight seasons as a 20-game winner. Ultimately, he would win 326 games during a seventeen-year career, becoming the first lefthanded hurler to win 300 games.

  Bender had joined the A’s in 1903. Part Chippewa, he had attended Carlisle Indian School (later to become Dickinson College). He won in double figures in eleven of his first twelve seasons during a sixteen-year career that netted him 212 wins. Coombs was the Athletics’ other top hurler, who later earned 159 wins in fourteen seasons.
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  Chief Bender was one of the stars of the Athletics pitching staff, posting a 23–5 record with a 1.58 ERA.

  Courtesy of Rich Westcott

  Mack, who had been with the team since its inception in 1901, the year in which the American League began, built this A’s team with special care. He would go on to manage the Athletics for fifty years, focusing on quickness and finesse and making sure that his players kept their heads in the game and never stopped thinking. Mack emphasized to his players that they should always hustle, even to the point that the Athletics often scored from second base on fly balls to the outfield or took two bases on sacrifice bunts.

  A future member of the first class inducted into the Hall of Fame, Mack had begun his career in 1886 as a catcher. Eventually, he became one of the most influential people in baseball and a towering figure in the evolution of the game. He would go on to win more games (3,731) and lose more (3,948) than any skipper in big league history.

  The Athletics held spring training at Atlanta, Georgia. Then, following the traditional City Series against the Phillies, which ended with each team winning three games, they traveled to Washington to open the season against the Senators and ace pitcher Walter Johnson.

  Particularly noteworthy was that President Howard Taft became the first chief executive to throw out the first ball, a tradition that lasted until 1971. Taft, Vice President James Sherman, and various other cabinet officers and their wives had come to the game as spectators, but when the President was discovered in the crowd, he was asked to make the first pitch.

  Johnson, in his first of what would be fourteen opening day starts, blanked the A’s on one hit as the Senators copped a 3–0 decision. The lone hit, a blooper by Baker down the right field line, would’ve been an easy out, but the Senators’ Doc Gessler tripped over a fan standing along the retaining rope before he could get to the ball. Plank took the loss for the A’s.

  After their opener, the Athletics went on to win 18 of their next 22 games, including seven in a row in early May. The streak was broken by a 1–1 tie with the Cleveland Naps on May 10, after which the A’s won six straight games.

  One of those wins came on May 12 when Bender fired a no-hitter against the second-place Naps before just 4,000 fans at Shibe Park. The Athletics won, 4–0, as Bender, the second A’s pitcher to toss a no-hitter (Weldon Henley was the first one in 1905), struck out four and walked one in a lineup that featured future Hall of Famer Napolean Lajoie. Glittering catches by Oldring in center field and Murphy in right helped to preserve Bender’s sparkling feat.

  Soon afterward, the team became firmly entrenched in first place, and except for five days in June after they had lost four straight games and the Highlanders moved into the lead for one day, the A’s would remain there the rest of the season.

  The A’s went back into first for good on June 21 with the help of four straight wins over the Highlanders. Six days later, they had a three-game lead before finishing the month with a 38–21 record and a one-game cushion.

  Starting on July 1 with a doubleheader sweep of New York, the A’s won 17 of their next 20 games and held a 7½-game lead by July 20. Then they lost six of their next 10 games (one tie) before ending July with a 60–30 mark and a six-game lead.

  By the end of July, Mack had made what would become a momentous move with future ramifications. He traded a hard-hitting minor league outfielder, who had played in just 10 games for the A’s over the two previous seasons but was now performing in New Orleans in the Southern League, to Cleveland for outfielder Bris Lord. Another localite from Upland in Delaware County, Lord had played early in his career with the A’s. After the trade, he went on to become a key part of the A’s outfield, while the outfielder for whom he was swapped went on to become one of baseball’s all-time great hitters. His name was Joe Jackson—later nicknamed Shoeless Joe—a magnificent hitter who earned everlasting notoriety for his role in the Black Sox scandal of 1919, when the Chicago White Sox threw the World Series to the Cincinnati Reds.

  From the beginning of August on, the Athletics were virtually unstoppable. One noticeable exception, however, came on August 4, when Coombs and Ed Walsh of the White Sox both pitched 16 scoreless innings in a game that ended in a 0–0 tie. Coombs struck out 18 and yielded just three hits in his part of the marathon.

  On August 13 in the second game of a doubleheader, the Athletics walloped Cleveland, 14–1. Three days later, they plastered the Naps again, 18–3, their highest run total of the season. Ultimately, they won 22 of 29 games in August to finish the month with an 82–37 record and an 11-game lead.

  By mid-September, the lead was all the way up to 16 games after a 10–0 whitewash of the Detroit Tigers. The Athletics clinched the pennant on September 21, despite managing only a 0–0 tie with Cleveland. Then on October 1, A’s pitcher Clarence Russell beat the Boston Red Sox, 3–0, to give his team its 100th win. The win was the only one in Russell’s big league career.

  One week later, the Athletics finished the season, sweeping the Red Sox in four games before losing their final two outings to New York.

  The Athletics’ final record of 102–48 gave them a 14½ game edge over the Highlanders, who finished second with an 88–63 mark, three and one-half games ahead of Ty Cobb’s third-place Tigers. The record wins would stand only until 1912, when the New York Giants broke it with 103.

  It was a marvelous season for the Athletics. The team led the American League in batting average (.266) and fielding percentage (.965), and the pitching staff was first in complete games (123), shutouts (24), and strikeouts (789), and had the league’s lowest earned run average (1.79). The team drew 588,095 fans for the season while posting a 57–19 record at home. The A’s notched a 52–24 record in the first half and a 50–24 slate in the second half.

  While finishing fourth in the league with a .324 batting average, Collins led the AL in stolen bases with 81, and was third in hits (188) and RBIs (81). Murphy hit .300 and tied for second in the league in triples (18), was third in slugging average (.436), and fifth in total bases (244) and doubles (28).

  Oldring, enjoying the best season of a fine career, hit .308 before breaking a leg late in the season. Baker hit .283 with two home runs, while Barry hit .259, Davis .248, and Lord, who moved into the starting lineup in place of Hartsel, hit .280.

  Out on the mound, the Athletics fielded a staff that would be considered one of the best in baseball history. Coombs, who had been mostly mediocre in previous years, posted a dazzling 31–9 record while leading the league in wins and shutouts (13), tying for first in games pitched (45), and ranking second in complete games (35) and ERA (1.30), and third in innings pitched (353), winning percentage (.775), and strikeouts (224). An extremely knowledgeable ballplayer, he would go on to coach a number of college teams, including the one at Duke University.

  Bender posted a 23–5 record with a 1.58 ERA while leading the league in winning percentage (.821), placing fourth in wins, and fifth in strikeouts (155). Morgan compiled an 18–12 record with a 1.55 ERA and Plank, who Mack called “the greatest lefthanded pitcher in the major leagues,” went 16–10 with a 2.01 ERA.

  It was an amazing season all around for the Athletics. But it got better in the postseason when the A’s faced the Cubs in the World Series.

  The Cubs, managed by Frank Chance of “Tinker-to-Evers-to-Chance” fame, had run away with the National League pennant, compiling a 104–50 record while finishing 13 games ahead of the second-place Giants and 17½ games in front of the third-place Pittsburgh Pirates (the Phillies finished fourth that year, 25½ games out of first with a 78–75 record). For the Cubs, it was their fourth World Series venture (two Series wins) since 1906.

  At the beginning of the season, Chicago still had Chance at first (he was also serving as manager at the time), Johnny Evers was at second, and Joe Tinker at shortstop in what was one of the most widely heralded double play combinations of all time. Chance (.298), Tinker (.288), and Evers (.263) were joined by right fielder Frank (Wildfire) Shulte, who hit .301 and tied for the league lead with 10 home runs, and center fielder Solly Hofman (.325) as the top Cubs hitters. Evers, however, broke a leg late in the season and was replaced by Heinie Zimmerman, and Chance often substituted Harry Steinfeld at third.

  Future Hall of Famer Mordecai (Three-Finger) Brown (25–13) and rookie phenom Len (King) Cole (20–4), two of the top hurlers in the league, headed a strong Chicago pitching staff that also included Harry McIntire (13–9), Orval Overall (12–6), and Ed Reulbach (12–8), who once had fired two shutouts in one day.

  There was one problem, though, with starting the Series. The American League season had ended one week before the National League campaign did, forcing the Athletics to sit idly until the games began. Not wishing to watch his team go stale, Mack asked AL president Ban Johnson if he could line up a team of all-stars who would face the A’s during the week to keep them fresh. Johnson agreed, and a team that featured Ty Cobb, Tris Speaker, Ed Walsh, and Walter Johnson was formed. The teams met five times, and the all-stars won four games.

  Finally, on October 17, the Series was ready to begin. Playing at Shibe Park before a crowd of 26,891, the game was the first Series game ever recorded on film. That, however, created a problem as Chance and umpire Hank O’Day vehemently protested the presence of a movie camera on the field. After a lengthy argument with league officials, the game finally began with the camera permitted for use.
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  Men dressed in suits and ties lined Lehigh Avenue as they prepared to enter Shibe Park during the 1910 World Series.

  Courtesy of Rich Westcott

  The Athletics opened the scoring in the second inning off Overall with Baker hitting a ground-rule double into the crowd rimming the outfield and scoring on Murphy’s subsequent single. Murphy then stole second, moved to third on Barry’s grounder, and scored on a single by Bender. Doubles by Lord and Baker added another run in the third, and then in the eighth Baker drove home Collins with his third double of the game. The Cubs scored in the ninth, but that was it as Bender yielded just three hits and struck out eight in the A’s 4–1 victory.

  Coombs and Brown were on the mound for the second game, but despite the credentials of both hurlers, it was no contest as the Athletics romped to a 9–3 victory while bashing 14 hits. The A’s led just 3–2 after six innings, but a six-run explosion in the bottom of the seventh that featured doubles by Davis, Murphy, and Strunk got the job done. Coombs went the distance for the win, although he gave up eight hits and walked nine. The Cubs left 14 runners on base.

  Two days later, the Series moved to Chicago’s West Side Park. Mack had a surprise. With Plank suffering from a sore arm, The Tall Tactician started Coombs again. Facing Reulbach, the A’s righthander allowed six hits and struck out eight and the Athletics’ bats exploded for 15 hits as they waltzed to a 12–5 victory. Davis, Barry, and Coombs each had three hits for the A’s. Murphy’s three-run homer in the third broke a 3–3 tie and sparked a five-run inning. Chance was ejected from the game after arguing that the homer should’ve been called a ground-rule double.

  Bender was back on the mound for Game Four against Cole. After seven innings, the Athletics clung to a 3–2 lead. They loaded the bases in the eighth, but Thomas’s double-play grounder ended the inning. Then the Cubs tied the score in the bottom of the ninth on Chance’s RBIs triple. They clinched their only victory of the Series in the 10th as Schulte’s single drove in the deciding run off Bender to give Chicago a 4–3 win.

  Still in Chicago, Game Five on October 23 began with another amazing pitching selection. Coombs got the call for his third start in five days. The Cubs countered with Brown, who had pitched two innings of relief the previous day. Lapp’s single gave the A’s a 2–1 lead in the fifth, then they nailed down the verdict with a five-run eighth that featured RBIs doubles by Lord and Collins. The inning came to a climax as Zimmerman’s wild throw allowed two runs to score and a wild pitch brought in another. Coombs gave up nine hits and struck out four to get his third win of the Series.

  The Athletics had their first World Series victory. Jubilation reigned in the clubhouse and Ban Johnson even came in to participate. Then, when the team returned to Philadelphia, the city staged a banquet in the team’s honor. The Philadelphia Times, one of the city’s daily newspapers, published a special World Series edition that sold more than 300,000 copies.

  Among the Series statistics, Collins (.429), Baker (.409), Coombs (.385), Davis (.353), and Murphy (.350) led the team in hitting, with Murphy collecting eight RBIs and the only home run of the Series. The Athletics hit .316 as a team, while the Cubs, led by Chance and Schulte (both .353), batted .222.

  Coombs pitched three complete games while allowing 23 hits, 10 runs (3.33 ERA), striking out 17, and walking 14. Bender, the only other pitcher used by Mack, allowed 12 hits, struck out 14, and walked four in 18⅔ innings (1.93 ERA). Brown, who appeared in three games for the Cubs, gave up 23 hits and 16 runs in 18 innings while striking out 14 and walking seven.
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  Jack Coombs led the Athletics pitching staff with a dazzling 31–9 record and a 1.30 ERA, plus three of his team’s four wins in the World Series.

  Courtesy of Bob Warrington

  From a total gate receipts of $173,980 (total attendance 124,222), each A’s player received $2,062.79. Each Cub got $1,375.16. But the A’s bank accounts would soon increase.


  ANOTHER WORLD SERIES VICTORY FOR THE A’S

  2 By the time the 1911 season began, there was little doubt about which team was the best in the American League. The Philadelphia Athletics won that distinction by a landslide. They had become the dominant force in the league, and there was virtually no competition.

  In the previous nine seasons, the Athletics had won three pennants and one World Series. True, the Detroit Tigers had captured three straight pennants, but they had also lost three straight World Series. And in 1911, they would finish a whopping 13½ games behind the A’s, who were on their way to three World Series victories over a four-year period.

  The A’s had also become the favorite team in Philadelphia, moving ahead of the Phillies, who since their arrival in the city in 1883 had yet to win a pennant, and who were in the midst of a period when they finished above fourth place just once between 1902 and 1911. To illustrate the point, in most seasons the Athletics were drawing about twice the number of fans to their games as the Phils were to theirs. In 1910, the A’s had attracted 588,095 fans while the Phillies had a total attendance of 296,597.

  That didn’t stop the teams from meeting in the annual City Series, though. Having started in 1903, the clash between the city’s two major league teams was always a special event in Philadelphia baseball circles. In 1911, the Athletics won three of the five games played.

  Playing at the 23,000-seat Shibe Park in the ballpark’s third year of operation, the 1911 A’s were a distinguished mix of veteran and young players in their early years in the big leagues. Pitcher Eddie Plank at age thirty-six, and first baseman Harry Davis and outfielder Topsy Hartsel, both thirty-seven, were the oldest players on the team. Outfielder Danny Murphy was thirty-five, and second baseman Eddie Collins was thirty-four. Conversely, infielder Stuffy McInnis was twenty and outfielder Amos Strunk was twenty-one.
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  Athletics players prepare to take batting practice prior to a game at Shibe Park.

  Courtesy of Bob Warrington

  Interestingly, five members of the 1911 Athletics were natives of the Philadelphia area. Davis, Murphy, and Strunk were all born in Philadelphia, outfielder Bris Lord was from Upland, and catcher Jack Lapp came from Fraser. In addition, in a day when few players went to college, the team had five players who had attended college, including Collins (Columbia), shortstop Jack Barry (Holy Cross), Plank (Gettysburg), and pitchers Jack Coombs (Colby) and Chief Bender (Carlisle).

  “The A’s have been the training school for more great players than any other city in the country,” Connie Mack wrote in his book, My 66 Years in the Big Leagues. “We have taken boys from schools and colleges and have made them world famous.”

  No one was quicker to agree with that summation than Collins. “We learned baseball at Connie’s knee,” he proclaimed. To this, Ty Cobb later added toward the end of his 24-year career, “I wish I had started under Connie Mack.”

  The starting lineup in 1911 was the same as it had been the year before, with two exceptions. Mack replaced the aging Davis with McInnis at first base. Although he was basically a shortstop who had played infrequently in his first two seasons with the A’s, McInnis was regarded by Mack as potentially an excellent hitter who despite his 5-foot, 9-inch height and lack of playing experience—he had played only 57 games in his first two years in the majors—could handle the job at first base because he was an outstanding fielder who was quick and agile.
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