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  Introduction

  Beyond Basic Crocheting is designed for people who are comfortable with basic crochet stitches and who are eager to try more challenging projects and learn new techniques. What makes the book unique is its focus on crystal clear instructions, supplemented by a large number of photographs and illustrations. No steps are skipped; no assumptions are made about what you already know. Think of Beyond Basic Crocheting as an experienced friend sitting nearby to answer your questions and guide you to success.

  The ﬁrst part of the book presents a brief review of fundamental stitches, techniques, and materials, and introduces some tools and materials that were not used in Basic Crocheting. The second part of the book includes patterns for nine projects. Skill workshops focus on speciﬁc techniques relevant to each item. Designs were selected for their stylishness and variety.

  If you are new to crocheting, please use Basic Crocheting as your introduction and return to this book when you are comfortable with the essentials.
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  Yarn
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    The CYCA’s six yarn weight categories (see also the standard yarn weight system appendix): Super Fine, Fine, Light, Medium, Bulky, Super Bulky

  

  COLOR

  Commercially manufactured yarn is dyed in batches, or lots, which can have slight variations. To avoid color discrepancies, purchase enough yarn to complete your project. Check the codes on the labels to make sure the yarn is from one dye lot.

  WEIGHT

  Yarn comes in weight from super ﬁne to super bulky. To make the ﬁnished project look like the designer intended, use the recommended weight. If you want to substitute one yarn for another, make sure it is in the same weight category.
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    Wire

    Yarn isn’t the only material you can crochet. This book introduces you to the technique of crocheting with wire. Wire comes in a variety of colors and finishes. The thickness of the wire is expressed in its gauge. The lower the number, the thicker it is. Gauge from 28 to 32 is ideal for crocheting.
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    When you are working with wire, pliers and a wire cutter come in handy.

  

  
    Hooks

    The crochet hook is your basic tool.
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  In addition to the standard hooks, there are specialty hooks. An afghan hook, or Tunisian hook, is a long hook with a stopper on the end. The double-ended hook is similar to the afghan hook, but it has a hook on each end. These long hooks are useful for Tunisian crochet projects, in which the loops for each row remain on the hook and are then worked off.
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    Beads

    Incorporating beads into crocheted work brings an added level of sophistication. When choosing beads, take their weight, hole size, and shape into account.
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    Handbag Handles

    To dress up a ﬁnished handbag, choose from among the wide variety of prefabricated handles available.
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    You will need jewelry findings, including jump rings and clasps, to complete the wire necklace.

  

  Other Handy Tools

  
    	scissors or yarn cutter

    	tape measure

    	tapestry needles

    	pins

    	hook/stitch gauge

    	row counters

    	steam iron or steamer

    	safety pins.
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  Hold the hook like a pencil …
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  … or a knife.
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  A slip knot attaches the yarn to the hook.

  1. Make a pretzel shape of your yarn. Put the hook over one circle and pick up the yarn underneath.

  [image: ]

  2. Pull ends apart to tighten.

  [image: ]

  

  
    
      
        	
          Chain Stitch

        
      

    

  

  1. Wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front. Pull through.
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  Most items start with a row of chain stitches. If you find that your chains are tighter than your other stitches, use a bigger hook for the chains. Switch back to a smaller hook to continue.

  

  
    
      
        	
          Slip Stitch

        
      

    

  

  1. Insert hook into work.
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  2. Wrap yarn over and pull through both loops.
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  The low-proﬁle slip stitch is used to join the ends when crocheting in the round, and to move the hook over without adding height to the work.

  

  
    
      
        	
          Single Crochet

        
      

    

  

  1. Insert hook into work (usually this will be in the second stitch from the hook for the ﬁrst stitch after the foundation chain).
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  2. Wrap yarn over and pull through to front.
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  3. Wrap yarn over and pull through both loops.
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  1. Wrap the yarn over the hook. Insert into work (usually this will be in the third stitch from the hook for the first stitch after the foundation chain).
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  2. Wrap yarn over and pull through to front.
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  3. Wrap yarn over again and pull through all 3 loops.
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          Double Crochet

        
      

    

  

  1. Wrap the yarn over the hook. Insert into work (usually this will be in the fourth chain from the hook for the first stitch after the foundation chain).
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  2. Wrap yarn over and pull through to front.
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  3. Wrap yarn over and pull through 2 loops.
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  4. Wrap yarn over and pull through remaining 2 loops.
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  The important thing about working in rows is to keep the number of stitches consistent. This can be tricky at the beginning and end of a row. Typically, you will make several chain stitches at the beginning of a row to equal the height of the stitches that will follow.

  After you make your foundation chains, you will be instructed to work your ﬁrst stitch a speciﬁed number of chains away from the loop on the hook. This allows the last few chains—the number varies depending on the type of stitch—to stand up straight and act as the first stitch in the row.

  The same principle holds on subsequent rows. Chain stitches serve as placeholders for the ﬁrst stitch. Here are guidelines for how many turning chains to make for standard stitches. If you ﬁnd that the suggested number of chains makes your stitch too short or too tall, alter it so it more closely matches the subsequent stitches.

  
    
      	Single crochet
      	1
    

    
      	
        Half double crochet

      
      	
        2

      
    

    
      	Double crochet
      	3
    

  

  1. For practice, work a double crochet row. After the foundation chains, work your ﬁrst stitch into the fourth chain from the hook. At the end of the row, chain stitch 3.

  2. After you make the turning chains, do not insert the hook at their base. Because those chains count as a stitch, this would mean you would have two stitches where you should only have one, inadvertently increasing the number of stitches. If you notice that your work is getting wider, check to make sure you are not working a stitch at the base of the turning chain. Skip the base of the turning chains unless you are instructed otherwise.
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  3. At the far end of the row, work your last stitch into the topmost chain from the previous row; otherwise you will inadvertently decrease the number of stitches. If your work starts getting narrower, check to make sure you are working a stitch in this spot.

  It does not matter whether you turn your work clockwise or counterclockwise, but it will look neater if you are consistent.
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  You will need to join a new yarn when you ﬁnish a ball or when you want to change colors. If possible, do this in the last 2 stitches of a row.

  1. Work your stitch up to the next-to-last step. In other words, do not put the yarn over and pull through to complete the stitch. Let the old yarn hang to the back of the work.
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  2.Put the new yarn over the hook and pull through to complete the stitch.
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  3. Continue working with the new yarn, making sure you are using the working end of the yarn and not the short tail.
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  Notice that all parts of the ﬁrst complete stitch with the new color are in that color, and no parts of the previous stitch are. Adding new yarn at the top of the previous stitch—as the last step in completing that stitch—has this happy result.
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          Fastening Off

        
      

    

  

  Simply cut the yarn a few inches from the hook, wrap yarn over, and pull through so the tail comes through also. Pull gently to tighten. Don’t cut the yarn too short; it is easier to weave it in later if it is a few inches long.

  [image: ]

  [image: ]

  
    
      
        	
          Weaving in Ends

        
      

    

    Use a small crochet hook or a tapestry needle to weave the ends through stitches on the wrong side of your work, and then clip the ends close.

  

  
    Tip: You can hold short ends snugly next to the work as you go along, crocheting subsequent stitches around them. This reduces the need to weave ends in later.

  

  
    
      
        	
          Measuring Gauge

        
      

    

    Gauge is the number of stitches (or pattern repeats) and rows to a given measurement. Everyone crochets differently, so even if 2 people are using the same yarn, stitches, and hook, their gauges can vary.

  

  For your work to be the right size, match the recommended gauge as closely as possible.

  1. Work a swatch about 6 inches square using the hook, yarn, and stitches speciﬁed in the pattern.

  
    Tip: Block your gauge swatch before measuring gauge to make certain that your ﬁnished item will be the desired size after it is blocked.

  

  2. Using your gauge measurer or a rigid tape measure (not a fabric one), count the number of stitches and the number of rows you made. Compare this to the recommended gauge.
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  If you have more stitches or rows than you are supposed to, your gauge is too tight. Try again with a larger hook. If you have fewer rows or stitches than you are supposed to, your gauge is too loose. Try a smaller hook.

  Sometimes your gauge is not equal horizontally and vertically. It is more important to match the number of stitches than the number of rows.

  

  
    
      
        	
          Blocking

        
      

    

    Steam blocking smoothes stitches, shapes a garment, squares the corners, ﬂattens ends, and gives a professional ﬁnish.

  

  1. Lay the item facedown on a padded surface like a towel or an ironing board cover. Using stainless steel pins, pin pieces in place, shaping them into the form they should be.
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  2. If you have a steam iron, hover just above the crocheted pieces; the steam will set the stitches. Do not let the weight of the iron press the stitches, because it will flatten them. Another alternative is to place a damp cloth on top of the items. Gently place a warm iron down on the cloth, then lift it and move it to another part of the item. Do not slide the iron around.

  [image: ]

  3. Let the pieces cool and dry before unpinning. The fabric will be nice and soft.
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