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  INTRODUCTION

  V for Villanova

  “V” for Villanova, “V” for Victory

  “B” for Blue and “W” for White

  For the Blue and the White we will fight!

  Fight! Fight! Fight!

  Fight for Villanova, Fight for Victory

  For we’re out to win the fray;

  Villanova leads the way,

  With a capital “V” for Victory.

  For we’re out to beat the foe

  Show the en-e-my we know

  How to win with a “V” for Victory.

  Vill-a-no-va V-I-L-L-A-N-O-V-A

  “V” for Vic-tor-y V-I-C-T-O-R-Y

  —Villanova fight song

  Stop a student on the Villanova campus and ask whether his or her school is (a) an academic institution or (b) a sport factory where handsome school buildings serve as an idyllic backdrop for the real business at hand (sports) . . . then sit back and wait for a quizzical stare. Most likely, your listener is a half-listener—distracted or preoccupied about an upcoming engineering, philosophy, or chemistry quiz. The answer to your question is too obvious to them. Little Villanova (yes, little—there are only 6,000-plus full-time undergraduate students dispersed around this tidy suburban campus) is a bona fide, crack-the-books-or-relinquish-your-space-to-a-real-student kind of school. Old-fashioned values rule, fueling a long-standing work-hard, play-hard tradition. The tradition nourishes a successful sport heritage. But sport is ancillary. Education is the thing in the halls of Villanova. It’s just that those halls lie close to some pretty famous sporting venues. The Jake Nevin Field House, the Pavilion, and the Jumbo Jim Elliott Stadium have been the stage for some celebrated athletes and teams.

  For certain, Villanova can boast a disproportionate number of puff-the-chest-out athletic feats and triumphs. But that’s not what Villanova is about. That’s not how Villanovans view Villanova. And that’s definitely not how they go about their business.

  In the words of Jim Murray, Villanova’s former sports information director, former Philadelphia Eagles’ general manager, and current owner of a PR firm: “You can’t put the Villanova tradition into words, but you can put it into people.”

  In track and field, Villanova has produced more than 40 Olympians, who have won six gold medals and three silvers. As Murray observes, “That’s more than some countries.”

  Villanova produces big-time results without the big-time look or the act. Their athletes and programs seem to excel despite an understated infrastructure. A Jim Murray story tells it all:

  “Sports Illustrated sent over a writer to do a cover story on our track team in ’68 (that year, five Villanova athletes went to Mexico City for the Olympics. One of them, Larry James, won a gold medal and set a world record in the 400 meters). This guy heard of Jumbo Jim Elliott and Villanova and figured we had a big-time operation. I walked him back to meet the guys and there was Erv Hal, Dave Patrick, and Larry James shoveling the snow off the track so they could work out. The guy said, ‘They aren’t even complaining.’ I said, ‘Welcome to Villanova.’”

  Villanova University was founded in 1842, but its academic roots and tradition go deeper.

  In 1794, a Roman Catholic Order, the Augustinian Fathers, arrived in North America. Father John Rossiter, O.S.A. (Order of St. Augustine) came to minister to southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. A couple years later, Father Matthew Carr joined Father Rossiter. Carr was a mover, albeit not a Shaker (the Shakers were a Protestant religious sect that settled in Ephrata, a bit farther west than Villanova).

  Carr had his mind set on building a much-needed Catholic church in Philadelphia. At the time, the City of Brotherly Love was the New World’s largest city and the second largest English-speaking city on the globe (you don’t need to be a Jeopardy contestant to know London was the largest). Carr wasted no time taking care of business. Within a month of his arrival, he announced his plans to erect a new church. His project evoked an enthusiastic response from Catholics and Protestants alike. The Protestant contingent included President George Washington. The father of our country-elect was a Philadelphian at the time. His temporary residency in the City of Brotherly Love owed to the fact that Philly was the fledgling nation’s capital for a while during his administration. Another notable name on the contributor list was Commodore John Barry, Father of the U.S. Navy-elect, and namesake to the majestic bridge that currently strides the Delaware River near the city of Chester.

  By September of 1796, six months after he embarked at Philly, Carr witnessed the setting of the cornerstone for his church at 4th and Vine Streets in Old City. Yellow fever epidemics and chronic money problems delayed progress. When finally completed on June 7, 1801, the new St. Augustine’s, the first church established by the Brothers of the Order of the Hermits of St. Augustine in America, was the largest church in Philadelphia. There’s a good chance it had the longest name as well.

  A Philadelphia architect, Nicholas Fitz Maurice Fagan, designed and built the church, which turned out to be quite an ornate structure by New World standards. The interior featured paintings by Italian Renaissance master Tintoretto as well as other works by Old World Italian artists Carracci and Perugino.

  St. Augustine’s can even claim a spot in the Liberty Bell saga. Everyone knows the story of the Liberty Bell. Unfortunately, most of us know the wrong story. The Liberty Bell neither rang nor cracked on July 4, 1776. It cracked long before that. The colonists ordered a replacement bell. Meanwhile they had the original bell recast and set in place (Presumably they weren’t Wharton School grads—an anachronism, I know, since Wharton School wasn’t born till 1881, But in 1776, the U of P already had some graduates running around the city). When the replacement bell arrived, it wasn’t needed—at least not for the State House. Somehow, the new bell found a home in the bell tower at St. Augustine’s.

  Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell

  What’s Philly’s most prized possession, besides Donovan McNabb, Jim Thome, Ed Pinckney, and other local heroes? It’s probably the Liberty Bell. The major difference between the Liberty Bell and the sport heroes is that the athletes are free to leave Philly whenever they please. The Liberty Bell cannot. Ever wonder who owns the Liberty Bell? It’s the City of Philadelphia and it can’t leave Philadelphia. Why? The Bell was being exhibited all over the nation around the turn of the century, and it was getting damaged in the process. Thirty pounds of metal were chipped away for souvenirs. The Bell was never a very good bell to begin with. It cracked when it was first tested and had to be recast. Then when it was tested again, too much copper was added and the tone sounded as bad as Steve Lappas singing “My Girl.” (More on that later.) The Bell was recast a second time when more silver was added.

  No, the Liberty Bell never rang on July 4, 1776. It rang on July 8, 1776. Exactly 59 years later, when Chief Justice Marshall died, it rang again and it cracked again. The Bell rang for the last time on Washington’s Birthday in 1846 and the crack extended.

  The Liberty Bell symbolizes much, and highlights an important lesson that is often overlooked: proofreading is important. Those red squiggly lines on your computer under the misspellings can prevent eternal embarrassment. Unfortunately, the makers of the Liberty Bell didn’t have spell check. Next time you visit the Liberty Bell, take note that “Pennsylvania” is spelled Pensylvania on the bell. I’m looking at a red squiggly line under it right now. I hope my proofreaders miss it.

  St. Augustine’s

  St. Augustine’s became one of Philadelphia’s cultural attractions, serving as the venue for such high-profile events as the Philadelphia premiere of Handel’s Messiah. One of the Church’s musical directors, Henry Gordon Thunder, who organized the Choral Society of Philadelphia, later played a role in the 1900 founding of the Philadelphia Orchestra, which grew from the group of instrumentalists who accompanied his Chorale. The Philadelphia Orchestra, of course, achieved worldwide renown, particularly under the aegis of conductors Leopold Stokowski and Eugene Ormandy.

  St. Augustine’s started a school for boys in 1811, which was the precursor to Villanova University. Life was a struggle for the Augustinians in their city location. Near the mid-1800s, they looked west of the city for a less pricey location. They found one on the current Main Line (how things change!). The property they hit upon was known as Belle Air—a 100-acre plot owned by the estate of John Rudolph. Rudolph, a Catholic and wealthy area merchant, had passed away in 1838. By 1841, his heirs elected to auction off the estate. Prior to the auction, two Augustinians, Father Moriarty and Father Kyle, approached the family and negotiated a sale, reportedly for $18,000 (a good chunk less than the 2014 Villanova tuition stipend). On January 5, 1842, considered nowadays as the date Villanova was founded, title to the Belle Air property was conveyed formally to the Augustinians. Father O’Dwyer was named the first president, and on St. Augustine’s Day, August 28, 1843, the new monastery and college were placed under the patronage of St. Thomas of Villanova, a 16th century Spanish archbishop. Henceforth, the compound was called Villanova. Belle Air receded into history as the fledgling institution known as Villanova opened its doors to boys of high school age and younger.

  What Became of St. Augustine’s

  The Philadelphia of the 1840s was a tumultuous place. Nativists, a radical political group, were terrorizing immigrants and Catholics, particularly Irish Catholics. The Nativists decried foreign interference in American affairs, demanding that only native-born Americans be elected to government posts. They were outraged at Bishop Kenrick’s (the Bishop of Philadelphia) petition to the Philadelphia School Board. Kenrick requested that Catholic students in public schools be allowed to use the Douay-Rheims version of the Bible for their daily devotionals in class. Public schools at the time kicked off the school day with a recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, readings from the King James version of the Bible, and group singing of Protestant hymns.

  The Board responded favorably, which fanned the glowing embers of mistrust of Catholics into a blaze in May 1844. On May 8, the Nativists assembled at City Hall and set out for Kensington, where there was a huge concentration of Irish immigrants. Intending to torch the Hibernia Hose Company, a volunteer group chartered by Irish-American residents, the ugly mob also set St. Michael’s Church aflame, along with St. Charles Borromeo’s Seminary and several area homes. After devastating Kensington, the mob slithered back toward Philly (Kensington was not yet incorporated into the city of Philadelphia). En route they encircled St. Augustine’s. They ignored the pleas of city mayor Samuel Rhoads, and the militia, and set the church ablaze. The tolling of the State House bell and the clanging of fire-engine bells increased the cacophony of the mayhem.

  The following morning, only a sooty wall behind the altar remained, bearing charred testimony to the grandiose edifice that had once stood there. The 3,000-volume library was reduced to ashes. The sister bell to America’s Liberty Bell was smashed after tumbling from the heights of the spire to the ground.

  The implications of the riots were powerful. On September 18, 1843, the brand new Villanova College had admitted its first seven students. When the riots hit the following spring, the matriculation numbers had swollen to 40-something. During the May riots, Villanova students were sent home while the faculty stood sentry over Villanova’s buildings and grounds. Fortunately, the wave of destruction did not roll beyond the city limits. However, the Augustinian fathers lacked the necessary resources to reconstruct their Philadelphia property while sustaining the Villanova property. They were forced to abandon St. Augustine’s in the city. St. Charles Borromeo Seminary followed a similar path. Ultimately, the seminary abandoned its city enclave and relocated to the Main Line, across the road from St. Joseph’s University’s current plot at the western limits of Philadelphia.

  The University Today

  The attractive campus that sprawls idyllically along Lancaster Pike just west of Bryn Mawr gives no hint of those troubled beginnings. Over the ensuing 160-some years, Villanova has prospered and grown. The first student body of seven in 1843 has ballooned to over 10,000, including 6,300 full-time undergraduates in 2004.

  Villanova started as a Liberal Arts College, officially sanctioned to grant degrees as of March 10, 1848. In 1905, an Engineering School was added; in 1922 the College of Commerce and Finance was recognized. On November 10, 1953, Villanova College became Villanova University with the addition of a Nursing School and School of Law.

  Villanova Basketball

  Somehow Villanova managed to survive its first 80 years without basketball. Then on December 21, 1920, Villanova trotted its first five guys out to the hardwoods for NCAA competition. The Villanova five that day kicked off a winning tradition with a win against Catholic University at Alumni Hall at Villanova. The ’Nova starters were: Francis C. Pickett, Norman M. Jones, Charles B. Laughlin, John B. Ryan, and Sydney F. Sweeney. In a nip-and-tuck battle, Villanova battled back in the final minutes to squeak out a 43-40 victory under Coach Michael Saxe, a University of Pennsylvania alumnus.

  Prior to that season, Villanova played pick-up games against YMCAs and local teams like Crescent Athletic Club. Basketball was a relatively new (and perhaps unrecognizable) sport in 1920. Organized games had been played on the Villanova campus since about 1910. The school didn’t compete formally, however, because the old gym was too small. Alumni Hall, site of the first game, was known as College Hall in its early years. Built in 1841, Alumni Hall is the oldest building on campus. In the school’s early years, it was the site where most classes and other activities took place.

  Villanova’s First Year on the NCAA Hardwoods

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Date
      	Opponent
      	Score
    

    
      	December 21
      	Catholic University
      	43-40 W
    

    
      	January 8
      	at Temple
      	31-28 W
    

    
      	January 15
      	St. Joseph’s
      	31-22 W
    

    
      	January 19
      	at Navy
      	20-46 L
    

    
      	January 22
      	Lebanon Valley
      	42-35 W
    

    
      	January 26
      	Fordham
      	22-31 L
    

    
      	January 28
      	Alumni
      	25-19 W
    

    
      	January 29
      	at Rahway, YMCA
      	44-17 W
    

    
      	February 2
      	at Army
      	17-47 L
    

    
      	February 3
      	at Seton Hall
      	14-28 L
    

    
      	February 4
      	at Crescent Athletic Club
      	21-40 L
    

    
      	February 5
      	at Fordham
      	17-24 L
    

    
      	February 8
      	Temple
      	36-24 W
    

    
      	February 16
      	at St. Joseph’s
      	24-14 W
    

  

  The Early Days

  In its maiden season, the Blue and White, as the team was nicknamed in 1920, chalked up an 8-7 record. Half the victories came against future Big Five rivals, St. Joe’s and Temple. Saxe coached from 1920 through 1926, racking up a 64-30, .681 record, with nary a losing season. John Cashman replaced Saxe for the ’25-’26 campaign when the team went 11-7. Cashman however remained only two more seasons. Both were losing seasons. George Jacobs took over and turned things around with an 11-6 mark for the ’29-’30 season. Jacobs lasted seven seasons before the legendary Al Severance started his reign. Severance’s first two squads posted 15-8 and 25-5 records. His ’37-’38 squad surprised the NIT-champion Temple Owls 36-28. The following year, however, the 20-5 Wildcats became one of the first four teams ever to appear in an NCAA Final Four. The NCAA Tournament kicked off in 1939. The ’Cats, representing the Middle Atlantic States, whipped Brown, the standard bearer for the New England States. Ohio State defeated Wake Forest. All the games were played at the Palestra. Villanova squared off against Ohio State in the semifinals for the right to play the western division winner in the championship. The Buckeye 5’11” forward, Captain Jim Hull, raised the Palestra scoring mark to 28 as Ohio State blew the Wildcats out 53-36. The ’Cats earned the dubious distinction of scoring 10 points in the first half, still the all-time NCAA record. The two-team total of 35 first-half points is second lowest in the NCAA tournament record books. Ohio State went on to the finals only to lose to Oregon in the first NCAA final.

  Pitchin’ Paul

  One day in 1947, Coach Severance attended a Philadelphia-area tournament that a bunch of his Villanova boys were participating in. Severance was merely a spectator. The guy who won the tournament MVP that day had a killer jump shot that caught the coach’s eye. Severance approached the kid afterward and asked him if he would consider coming to Villanova the next year. To the Coach’s surprise, the reply came back: “I’m already a student at Villanova.”

  Severance invited him to try out for the team, which he did, and the legend of Paul Arizin was off and running. No book on Villanova basketball can fail to mention Paul Arizin.

  Arizin didn’t bother trying out for the Villanova basketball team because he never played high school ball. He was cut twice at LaSalle High.

  Arizin’s forte was his jump shot. According to lore, Arizin perfected it while he was at St. Monica’s in South Philly. Arizin has always maintained: “I was a pretty good one-handed shooter. When I tried shooting on the slippery floors at St. Monica’s, I would slip. I was also a pretty good jumper, and I found that by leaving my feet when I shot, I could avoid slipping. The more I did it, the better I got, and eventually, practically all my shots were jump shots.”

  Arizin was a pioneer, a founding father of the jump shot in a game that had been dominated for three-quarters of a century by the set shot. On the power of his jumper, Villanova’s most famous walk-on not only made the team, but by the time his college career was over, he had become Villanova’s first 1,000-point scorer, first consensus All-American, and holder of the school’s single-game scoring record. Arizin’s 85 points against the Naval Air Material Center tops the Villanova list to this day.

  In 1950, Arizin won the collegiate national scoring title, averaging 25.3 ppg and tossing in 735 points, just five shy of the then-NCAA record. He made the Associated Press, United Press, Sporting News, Helms Foundation, and Catholic first-team All-America teams. He was also honored as the Helms Foundation and Sporting News Player of the Year.

  Arizin moved on to a Hall of Fame professional career. He starred for the Philadelphia Warriors, teaming with legends like Wilt Chamberlain, Guy Rodgers, and Tom Gola (Philadelphians all). In his heyday, the Warriors were the Boston Celtics’ biggest rival. Coming into the NBA with the likes of Boston’s Bob Cousy and Bill Sharman, Arizin immediately attained marquee status. He finished his rookie season sixth in scoring. The following year, he dethroned the legendary George Mikan as NBA scoring champ and copped the NBA All-Star game MVP. Arizin anchored the world-champion Philadelphia Warriors in 1956. Four times he finished first or second among NBA scorers, and in 1971, he was selected for the NBA Silver Anniversary Team.

  35 Wildcats in the NBA

  Paul Arizin led ’Nova’s NBA parade. Arthur Spector, ’41, was first, playing for the Celtics from ’46-’50. Herman “Red” Klotz, ’44, played for Baltimore in ’47-’48. Arizin’s teammate Sherwin Raiken, also in the Class of 1950, played briefly with the New York Knicks.

  After Arizin’s graduation, Wildcat basketball continued to purr. Larry Hennessey, (number nine on the all-time Villanova scoring list, right ahead of Arizin) and James Mooney (number six on the all-time Villanova rebounding list) led the ’Cats to successive 25-7, 19-8, and 19-8 seasons. Hennessy toiled in the NBA a few seasons with Philadelphia. His mate Mooney also logged a few NBA miles with Baltimore and Philadelphia.

  In 1954, Bob Schaefer earned All-America honors. The “Blonde Bomber” as he was tagged, was the first Wildcat to surpass 2,000 points. He still ranks third on the school’s all-time scoring list.

  Coach Severance retired in 1961 with a glittery 413-201, .673 record. Over the next dozen years, his replacement, Jack Kraft, went on to fashion the best won-lost record in the school’s history.

  Villanova zoomed into the sixties and the Jack Kraft era on the wings of two Philly-grown superstars, Hubie White out of West Philadelphia High, and Wali Jones of Overbrook.

  [image: images]

  Wali Jones starred with Walt Hazzard at Philly’s Overbrook High before becoming an All-American at Villanova and an NBA star. (Photo courtesy of the Villanova Sports Information Department)

  The Overbrook Five

  When Overbrook High School in Philadelphia jogged into Penn’s Palestra in 1958 and won the city basketball title for the second straight year, the starting five included sophomore guards Wali Jones and Walt Hazzard, and senior center Wayne Hightower. Overbrook was in the middle of an unprecedented 66-2, three-year run. In that stretch, they became the first basketball team in city history to string together three straight championships. In ’58, Hightower was the game’s top scorer, just as he had been in ’57. His 23 points fell 12 shy of the existing record for points in a city-championship game set a few years earlier by Overbrook’s Wilt Chamberlain. In the ’58 game, Richie Richman, Overbrook’s quarterback, netted 13, which was equalled by his frontcourt mate, Ralph Heyward as the ’Brook toppled Bishop Neumann, 71-54. The following year Overbrook destroyed West Catholic, 72-53. Wali’s 24 points on 10-14 shooting topped all scorers as Hazzard chipped in 16, and Heyward 20.

  Hightower continued to trace Wilt’s path. He went to Kansas, where he became an All-American. He was the San Francisco Warriors’ 1962 first-round draft choice and enjoyed a 10-year peripatetic pro career. Hazzard became the lynchpin of John Wooden’s UCLA Bruins dynasty where he achieved All-America honors in ’64. In ’64, Hazzard was the fifth player drafted to the NBA where he starred for 10 years, averaging as high as 24 ppg in the ’67-’68 season with Seattle. Wali, of course, sizzled on the great ’Nova teams of the mid-sixties. Wali was also a ’64 All-American and a pro star for 12 years.

  “Wali Wonder”

  Wali Jones was one of the most colorful Big Five performers ever. The press dubbed him “Wali Wonder.” The Wonder was a 1964 All-American, and a 12-year pro. For several years, he’d been working for the Miami Heat—Ed Pinckney’s employer for a number of years. But Wali has not been converted to a full-fledged Floridian. He still bleeds Villanova blue. The amiable legend admits that he takes advantage of every excuse to get back to Villanova or Philadelphia. He has one skeleton in the closet however—one that will make old-time Philadelphia basketball fans wince (WARNING! The following paragraph contains graphic material that is not recommended for veterans of the Wilt-Russell wars).

  WALI JONES: “Do you know why I wore those black sneaks in college? I was a Celtic fan growing up. I couldn’t help it! The Celtics always won, and they played a wide-open game that I loved. Don’t get me wrong. I loved Philly. I always will, but I thought those Celtic black sneaks looked cool. I convinced our coach Jack Kraft to let our team wear them. I also started a fad of wearing a beret and a tan coat. Some of the older fans might remember. The other guys on the team picked up on it, and the press started calling us ‘Kraft’s Commandos.’”

  Jones anchored a strong Villanova team that climbed as high as number six in 1964. His teammate Jim Washington was also a stellar performer, with a mini-Paul Arizin story of his own. Washington never played basketball till his senior year at Philly’s West Catholic. Big Jim was drafted number one by the St. Louis Hawks and spent 10 years in the NBA. He still ranks second on the ’Cats all-time rebounding list.

  Greatness

  Hubie White was selected to the 1962 All-America squad. Jones earned the same honor in 1964, as did Bill Melchionni in 1966. However, the Howard Porter era was arguably Villanova’s longest sustained run of greatness. Porter was Villanova’s only three-time All-American. Porter-led teams posted records of 21-5, 22-7, and 23-6. In his senior year, the ’Cats clawed their way to the NCAA Finals but could not dislodge UCLA from their unprecedented seven-year reign. The ’Cats succumbed 68-62. They led briefly, 22-21, early in the game. But UCLA soon overtook them, and Villanova chased them the rest of the way. The Wildcats rallied as the game waned, twice sneaking within three, 61-58, and 63-60, but UCLA staved off each assault. The Bruins’ victory over the Wildcats was their narrowest victory margin in all their championship wins.

  The ’71 Cats

  The Wildcat starting five in 1971 was Clarence Smith, Tom Inglesby, Chris Ford, Hank Siemiontowski, and Howard Porter. Kraft had reached down into the Sunshine State to woo Porter, a high-profile star at Booker High in Sarasota Florida. Clarence Smith was a 6’8” power forward from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The three other starters were locals. Ford starred for Holy Spirit in Absecon, New Jersey. Siemiontowski was an All-Catholic from Philly’s North Catholic High, while Inglesby was All-Catholic at Cardinal O’Hara.
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  The 1971 team made it to the NCAA Finals, but lost to UCLA. (Photo courtesy of the Villanova Sports Information Department)
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  Howard Porter (left) and Wali Jones (right) return to Philadelphia for Hall of Fame induction. (Photo courtesy of the Villanova Sports Information Department)

  The talent of this squad was, if not unheralded, underheralded. Porter, of course, was a three-time All-American who moved on to a six-year NBA career with Chicago, New York, and Detroit. All his teammates also moved on to at least modest success on the hardwoods. Siemiontowski enjoyed a career in the European leagues. Clarence Smith became a Harlem Globetrotter. Tom Inglesby was Atlanta’s second-round draft pick in ’73. He played only briefly in the NBA. Chris Ford forged a long NBA career both as a player and coach. He followed a year with the Pistons with a nine-year stint in Boston. His coaching career began in 1990 when he was named Celtics’ skipper. He remained there until 1995. In 1998, he became head coach for Milwaukee, and from 1999-2000, he held that post for the LA Clippers. In 2003, Ford returned to Philly as the Philadelphia 76ers’ new interim sheriff. As this book went to press about ten years back, Ford’s battles with superstar Allen Iverson spruced up many a slow news night.
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  Jack Kraft was one of Villanova’s greatest coaches and coached the ’71 team to a near national championship. (Photo courtesy of the Villanova Sports Information Department)

  Coaches

  Coach Kraft’s fabulous career ended on a sour note. The ’72-’73 Wildcats shot off to a blistering 6-0 start, then cooled down to a dismal 11-14 record for the season. Rollie Massimino became the new mentor in 1973. The 19-year Massimino era included the Wildcats’ only NCAA championship.

  Rollie’s teams limped off to back-to-back losing seasons—the first time in almost three decades Villanova strung losing seasons together. After that, Rollie’s program kicked in. His teams would endure only two more losing campaigns. Massimino’s program produced several NBA performers: Alex Bradley, Stewart Granger, Dwayne McClain, Ed Pinckney, John Pinone, Harold Pressley, Rory Sparrow, and Doug West.
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