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PRAISE FOR FERNANDO ORS AND


SMARTER ALTERNATIVE INVESTMENTS







I’ve been working with Fernando for over seventeen years. He is a unique person, perhaps because of his philosophy of life formed in the dojo and his deep understanding of modern technologies and alternative investments.


When he presented his ideas to the board of directors or top executives of various companies, there were usually three phases of understanding them: hearing and not listening, listening and not understanding, and understanding and making them the property of the board members or top executives.


Fernando is a visionary, and time has proven him right so many times. Several years ago, I also specialized in blockchain, tokenization, and their legal regulations. Fernando and I coincided with this too, which is fascinating and challenging.


Reading this book has confirmed my view of him, whose friendship I am proud of, despite the distance that separates us from Spain to the United States.


I will recommend the book to friends and family members because it provides a wonderful framework for introspection, identifying our priorities, and making genuine improvements to our lives. They will also extract very useful advice on developing meaningful relationships, gaining leadership skills, building wealth through ethically and fairly-minded businesses, and, of course, on new technologies and alternative investments.


—Jose Ramón Romero


Partner


Loyra Lawyers


Smarter Alternative Investments is not only a faithful reflection of how Fernando approaches his personal and professional life, but it is also a life lesson. I can see Fernando in almost all of the situations and advice described in this “must-read” book. It is very comprehensive and easy to apply to our daily lives. Thank you, Fernando, for sharing your “secret sauce” with us all.


—Antonio López


SVP


City National Bank


We spend our entire lives accumulating knowledge to become better professionals. Universities and business schools teach us the fundamentals of our disciplines: management, marketing, finance, and more. However, building a successful professional (and personal) career is impossible without some essential lessons that only someone with rich and extensive experience can share. That’s why this book is a significant event.


—Gonzalo Brujó


Global CEO


Interbrand


Like good films based on true events, Fernando is able to transmit decades of learning—both at the personal and professional level—through this book. What’s especially interesting is the “touch” he gives it by blending funny situations with profound business, personal, and even spiritual reflections. Undoubtedly, Fernando’s book will help many find their way. One hundred percent recommended.


—Miguel Caballero


CEO


Tutellus


In this book, you will find hundreds of useful and insightful ideas from one of the smartest friends I am lucky to have. Pearls of wisdom and thoughts are shared from his experience and innermost being. It is a comprehensive approach that addresses both personal and financial matters. I strongly advise anyone interested in growing to read it.


—Luis Merino


Head of Balanced Funds


Santalucía Asset Management


I am honored to recommend Fernando’s book. In its pages, you will find an inspiring vision of how we can transform our relationship with life, money, and investing. His innovative approach and passion for financial sustainability are contagious. Although our professional relationship is still in its infancy, I can say with confidence that his commitment to excellence and work ethic are admirable, and his ability to simplify complex concepts and make them accessible to all is a real strength. In short, this book is a must-read for anyone looking for an alternative perspective. You will learn something new and useful about investing, new technologies, and, more importantly, about how to impact your life and the world positively.


—Francisco Mariscal


CEO


Orbyn


This book, written with generosity and dedication by Fernando, is a powerful tool for transforming lives. Not only does he provide enlightening advice on business and investments, but he also inspires us to better our human relationships through purpose-sharing. It is a legacy of wisdom that will benefit each reader and make a difference in the world. I admire Fernando for his genuine commitment to helping as many people as possible and for his proficiency in expressing it.


—Eric Sánchez


CEO


Reental


Throughout elementary school, I was Fernando’s closest friend. He was a charming and charismatic boy that most kids admired. We complimented one another so well that I remember feeling blessed to be so close to him. Fernando was aware of his strengths and weaknesses and always worked hard to get the best out of both, so I always knew he would be a successful man. Now, forty years later, I loved reading his book, which offers sage advice in a humble and straightforward way, just like he always was!


—Javier Rodríguez Soler


Global Head of Corporate and Investment Banking


BBVA


I have known Fernando for a long time, both personally and professionally, and I have seen how he has always chosen the path of nonconformity, the path of “one step further.”


He always grows, shares, adds value to everything we do, and strives for a positive footprint. Life and business are not incompatible; they are complementary, with common secrets and practical tools essential to master to leave a legacy. Reading his book inspires the pursuit of these objectives through the lens of a stimulating and infrequent global perspective. For this reason, I highly recommend it. It contains far more than you might think.


—Hernán San Pedro López de Uribe


Director


Investor Relations at SOCIMI LAR


This book will become a treasured companion on my nightstand. I will reread it again to internalize daily doses of wisdom that resonate deeply with my life’s philosophy, and I will enjoy sharing it with my two young daughters. Each page encourages personal and economic growth and inspires us to extend our influence beyond our immediate circle. It’s also a doorway to enter the passionate alternative investments world.


—Carla Castelló


COO


Reental


Smarter Alternative Investments is not a typical investment book. It is written in such a way that you will actually enjoy reading it. Whether you’re just starting out or a seasoned professional, you will find key tips and mnemonics aids throughout the book. Chapter five, “A Path That Leads to Growth,” is a masterpiece that you should always have printed out next to your desk.


—Nicolas Barilari


CEO


Nash21


Fernando’s book brilliantly distills his approach to life and leadership—values that deeply influenced me during our time together. His belief in my abilities pushed me beyond my limits and taught me to embrace challenges and innovate fearlessly, just as he advises in his book. This book offers actionable wisdom for anyone navigating the complexities of personal and professional growth.


—Mariana Luciano


Head of Quality and Rankings


IE


Fernando’s book offers a holistic approach to wealth, emphasizing not just financial gains but personal growth and lasting legacy. Through practical advice and personal anecdotes, Fernando guides readers through building meaningful relationships, enhancing leadership skills, and capitalizing on alternative investments to make a positive difference. This three-part journey into upgrading one’s life, money, and legacy is both inspirational and practical, making sophisticated investment strategies accessible to everyone.


—Pablo Espuela


Mentor


MIT Innovation Fund


I have known Fernando for nearly thirty years. This book embodies his essence fully. It is a perfect synthesis of technology, innovation, leadership, and humanism. In a solid, rigorous, and friendly manner, he offers us his authentic life legacy.


—Alex Mahave


CEO


Be Your Best


Smarter Alternative Investments uses the heartwarming gift of life’s teachings notes in a jar to provide readers with essential tools to enhance their social relationships and investments, adapt to the digital age, and find a purpose in their lives. Fernando candidly shares his experiences and insights as a successful entrepreneur. I’m lucky to have known him since our childhood; every interaction with him has been a learning experience for me.


—Juan Pablo Soriano


Managing Director


Top US Rating Agency


I would like to convey my heartfelt appreciation for Fernando’s generous gift to us, his daughters, and the rest of humanity. We all need this insightful book filled with experiences and advice with excellent literary quality and essential technical knowledge. It’s a delight to read it in a passionate, existential tone. I am really proud of my friend Fernando.


This book enhances people’s quality of life and bridges the gap between traditional methods and the greatest current technological innovations. We gain knowledge and develop into more cultivated individuals with each refined quote and experience that is shared. It enables us to evaluate our personal and professional lives in order to lead better new ones. I especially enjoyed the chapters about the potential of alternative investments, particularly when he discusses art and uses our company Fidelitas ARTe as an example of how we are optimizing and democratizing art investing by combining art, finance, and technology.


—Ruben Pugna


Founder, President


Fidelitas ARTe


Meeting Fernando and reading his book, Smarter Alternative Investments: Upgrade Your Money and Your Life, were memorable experiences. Our conversations seem to have come to life in these pages. Fernando has always been able to make the complicated simple and put his heart into what he does. Reading his book, I felt like I was with him, picking up his usual useful tips and optimism. This book gave me pointers on how to be smarter with investments and inspired me to be a better person by reminding me of the importance of acting with values and kindness. It is a reflection of how Fernando approaches life and now encourages all of us to improve ours.


—Richard Gracia


CEO


Thrive Colivings


Best-Selling Author


Fernando Ors, an entrepreneur, innovator, and eternal optimist from a family of communicators, shares his life philosophy, business thoughts, and investing strategies with us, along with some of his favorite quotes and noteworthy events. I suggest reading it in small doses to both enjoy and better assimilate the author’s wise messages and noble intentions.


—Jose Antonio Martinez Sampedro


Founder


Codere


Smarter Alternative Investments: Upgrade Your Money and Your Life helps you understand investing as a smart and purposeful way to leave a lasting legacy, a key element for your future and future generations. I love how Fernando addresses the importance of this perspective.


—Gustavo Rossi


Founder


Alquiler Seguro


Smarter Alternative Investments: Upgrade Your Money and Your Life is a life advice compendium where Fernando Ors reveals deeply personal anecdotes and the lessons he has learned from many years of experience living and working in various organizations around the world. Fernando presents his views on maximizing investment strategies through alternative investments that have become more accessible thanks to the advent of the latest technologies, such as blockchain and tokenization. A lovely gift for his daughters, friends, and anyone who wishes to live a more abundant and meaningful life while diversifying on smarter alternative investments.


—Montse Garrido


Latin America Public Sector Head


Citibank


“No one alone” is the essential principle of Fernando’s life philosophy that I admire. Many people are figuring out how to build the life they want. You could be one of them. If you want financial progress and a prosperous life, don’t be frightened of investing; instead, be terrified not to invest. This book outlines the fundamentals for starting your journey.


—Andrea Redondo


Founder


“El Club de Inversión”


Financially free before turning thirty


This is an essential guide for those looking to enrich their personal and financial lives. Divided into three parts—Upgrade Your Life, Your Money, and Your Legacy—this book offers a unique blend of practical advice and investment philosophy, emphasizing the accessibility of alternative investments thanks to modern technology. Fernando teaches readers how to develop meaningful relationships and leadership skills and guides them through building wealth through businesses and investments that positively impact the world, emphasizing the importance of kindness in all endeavors. Ideal for both entrepreneurs and seasoned investors, this book is a must-read for anyone who wants to leave a lasting legacy.


—Patricia Pastor


GP


Next Tier Ventures


This book is an entertaining compendium of the author’s financial and emerging technologies knowledge. It also contains practical advice for personal and professional growth from the author’s firsthand experiences. Everyone, especially the younger generation, needs this easy-to-consult legacy.


—María Bujidos


Director


Codere


Fernando Ors is one of those people who, without losing humility, nourish you and add value from the first moment. Smarter Alternative Investments: Upgrade Your Money and Your Life invites you to think outside the box and definitely expands your vision and capacity for action. It gives you the key tools to achieve your best version.


—Florencia Minadeo


Cofounder


LinkUp


Smarter Alternative Investments: Upgrade Your Money and Your Life speaks to current and future generations, offering sage advice on life, business, and how everyone can access alternative investments thanks to today’s technology. Throughout the three-part book, Ors shows readers how to develop meaningful relationships, gain leadership skills, and build wealth through businesses and investments that make a positive impact by being, first and foremost, kind.


—Eduardo Morales


Business Advisor


Ficom Leisure


This is a great legacy.


—Sebastien Dupoy


Head of the Caribbean Region


FreeBalance


I read it, and it is marvelous.


—Nick Papadoglou


Board Member


Nexi


In this exciting new era of groundbreaking technology, Fernando provides guidance on how to approach it and diversify our portfolios to boost our returns through alternative investments.


—Carlos Blanco


Chairman


Encomenda Capital


Fernando’s wisdom reminds us of the transience of life and the importance of seizing every moment. His book inspires us to expect little from others and to serve with love, pardoning those who lack comprehension. He guides us toward wholeness, encouraging us to find our purpose and create a beneficial influence on others. His advice on wellness, leadership, and alternative investing illuminates the route to achievement and personal fulfillment—an unparalleled book that will transcend generations!


—Pedro Ramón López Garcia


CEO


Climatecoin


I recently came across Fernando, and he left quite an impression on me. His insights into life, investing, and pursuing something greater than mere profit are truly enlightening. He’s passionate about sharing his experiences and wisdom, with a sincere desire to mentor the young and not-so-young alike. This book is a must-read, appealing to those with youthful spirits and anyone seeking to enrich their journey through life.


—Enrique López de Ceballos


Partner


Protein Capital


Throughout my life, I have always wished that I had learned all I could about wealth early on: how to create it, invest it, and preserve it. Unfortunately, we do not learn this until we are confronted with the realities of working life. This book offers just that: a “wealth framework,” a set of guiding principles that encompasses everything Fernando has learned over the course of his extensive and multifaceted life and career. He has now distilled all his knowledge and guidance into a book he can share with people like me who may not be very familiar with the business and investment world. Fernando has done a fantastic job of synthesizing what really matters in building wealth and the key characteristics a person should have for a fulfilled life. For any person, whether young and looking for guidance on how to start building their wealth early or older and looking to consolidate their general investment knowledge, this book is a must and an entertaining read.


—Carlos de la Morena


Ambassador of Spain to El Salvador


“Smarter Alternative Investments is a testament to Fernando’s unique approach to life and work, encapsulating the wisdom he has accumulated since we studied together for our MBA at IESE. This book is a great collection of experiences and strategies, and reflects Fernando’s life, business, and investment philosophy. His insights, presented with clarity and humor, offer invaluable guidance for navigating personal growth and financial acumen. I strongly encourage anyone committed to personal and professional development to delve into this invaluable resource.”


—Emilio Gayo


CEO


Telefónica Spain


“In three detailed sections—Upgrading Your Life, Your Money, and Your Legacy—Fernando invites us on a transformative journey that begins with cultivating deep, meaningful relationships, moves through mastering alternative investments leveraging modern technologies such as tokenization or decentralized finance (DeFi), and culminates in how creating a positive, tangible legacy. By sharing personal development wisdom, keen investment insights that open up new wealth-creation opportunities for everyone, and immersing us in the power of purposeful living to create a lasting impact legacy, Fernando empowers us to upgrade our lives improving the lives of others.”


—Ismael Cala


Former CNN & Univision Host,


Life Strategist and Bestselling Author
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To my daughters, nieces, and nephews.


I once heard a woman on the radio say,


“If I had known forty years ago what I know now …”


and I always wondered what she was referring to.


As the years went by, I understood that she was 
probably not referring to a specific piece of knowledge 
but to a sum of life experiences.


Well, forty years later, here is my particular answer ;)




 


INTRODUCTION


Gather my extended family together, and you’re bound to hear lively discussions. Meals together often include debates that span a wide range of topics. We might talk about politics, business ideas, economics, alternative investments, and life in general—all in a short time.


Of all the family discussions that I’ve had, one will forever remain in my mind. In fact, it is what motivated me to write this book. It happened years ago now. My two daughters were young then. My father, a famous TV journalist, was still with us. But when I close my eyes, I can still see it play out like it was today.


This memory occurred during a summer family lunch. While I don’t necessarily remember the topic being discussed, I do remember that I was there with my father and other relatives. A debate about something—maybe macroeconomics or a global war event—escalated into an argument and eventually hit a climax. I made a statement, and my father retorted, “I do not agree, and you have never taught me anything.” That was the end of the discussion.


The comment from my father hurt me deeply. At the time, I didn’t believe my father truly grasped the level of pain his words had inflicted on me. We never spoke of it again.


One day, after my father’s passing, that memory surfaced, and I felt the sting all over again. Soon I found myself secluded within the confines of my room, absorbed in tears.


My immediate family at that time, which included my wife and two young and innocent daughters, discovered my distress. They learned about the sorrow I bore because of the argument that arose during that family lunch.


Some weeks later, my daughters surprised me with a gift. They had been moved by learning about how much my father’s words had hurt me. In response, they had filled a glass jar with delicate scraps of paper. Each piece contained a quote about personal growth, business, or investments I had shared with them throughout their lives. The jar bore a label adorned with the words, “Dad Life Lessons.” The title was encircled by their heartfelt drawings, expressions of their love.


When I received the gift, I knew that most of the quotes would be short. I have always tried to synthesize relevant learning in a few words due to my dyslexia, because it makes it easier to create as well as recall.


During the years that followed, I made sure the jar was always in our household. This took some effort, as we regularly move. We changed locations nineteen times during the last twenty-five years, going to places all over the world. We have lived or spent extended time in countries such as Singapore, Indonesia, Italy, and in several states of the United States such as California, Georgia, and Florida. Everywhere we went, that jar went with us.


As time went on, I resolved to preserve those cherished quotes. I wanted to transcribe them onto pages that would last. I also wanted these quotes to be readily accessible, recognizing that half a century of existence grants one a measure of maturity to impart to others.


And yet, there’s more to this story. As I gathered the scraps of paper and began adding more lessons to them that I had accumulated, since my daughters created the jar of quotes, I had a realization. We are living in an increasingly digital world. The trend allows for new ways to communicate. It provides more opportunities to share and learn from each other.


Given this, I recognized the chance to develop material that could be accessed by my daughters now, as I write this as a gift for their dual degree graduation, and in the future. Moreover, others could tap into the lessons as they navigate their own paths. The guidance and advice could serve as my own avatar. Think of an assistant that can be tapped for answers. When you do so, you can gain the information you need to make smart choices.


That’s the goal of this book. By reading it, you’ll learn about how you can invest in a smarter way both in your personal and financial life. You’ll take away timeless tools that you can use to improve your relationships and your investments and to live a purposeful life. You’ll also spot trends and technologies that are disrupting many industries. Once you know and analyze them in-depth, you will discover new smarter alternative ways to invest and live.


I’ve spent my career working in innovative areas and tech companies that I am passionate about, since they allowed me to help and positively impact industries and people. As a serial intrapreneur and entrepreneur, I’ve been involved in start-ups, and led multinational digital transformations, always with a goal of making a transgenerational social impact, adding more than twenty years of experience in strategic consulting, international business development, and value and alternative investing.


When joining companies, I’ve always evaluated their key performance indicators (KPIs), in the sense of their “key positive impacts”’ rather than “key performance indicators.” This is important to me, as I want to help make a difference, and I found many ways to do that. During my time at Codere and Intralot, for example, I mentored employees and led the way to regulations that dedicate gaming taxes to educational scholarships. When I launched BrightStar, it was with the mission of avoiding or minimizing the risk that no one would have to leave this world, like my father, alone in a cold hospital bed, due to the COVID protocol; under the motto “no one alone,” individuals should be assisted in their transition to the other world accompanied by ideally a loved one. At Reental and Fidelitas ARTe, my passion to make real estate and art investing accessible to everyone is a driver and motivation to work hard every day. Through Savia Group, which includes Savia Consulting, Savia Health, and Savia Capital, I assist with the international expansion of companies, the development of healthtech businesses, and the education and portfolio management around alternative investments.


And my journey continues. I’ve lived, with my beloved wife, in more than ten countries across Asia, Europe, and America, and managed teams of more than twenty nationalities. I see life as a continual learning process. What we do today makes a difference for our loved ones and for those who live tomorrow.


By reading this book, you can get a glimpse of what I’ve learned along the way. Moreover, you’ll receive food for thought as I share some peculiar habits or skills that you can consider to apply in your path of growth. The chapters provide tips to upgrade both your life and your money.


You’ll learn about the importance of relationships and how to have an open mindset. You’ll also discover the power of a personal circle, and how having a sense of purpose can be life changing. You’ll gather insight on how to make the most of your growth and opportunities, along with communication and leadership traits. You’ll see how managing your health, self-esteem, and a balanced life can make you go farther than expected and enjoy the path.


You’ll also find out that there are new and smarter alternatives to improve your finances, including methods that branch away from traditional models. Some of them aren’t well-known and used yet, but they will be more prominent in the near future. Thanks to new technologies, protocols, and platforms, you can invest more efficiently and on your own terms. You can make short- or long-term commitments and withdraw funds when you need them. These latest trends are allowing many more people to access opportunities that weren’t available to them before.


In the following pages, you will see some of the quotes I initially shared with my daughters. Once presented to me in a jar will be presented to the entire world. My hope is that they will help us build and grow together so that when we think of each other, it will be in a positive, productive way.
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