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                PRAISE FOR
BEYOND FAIR CHASE

                “Congratulations on an approach that is fresh, clear and goes well beyond the sort of ‘minimalist’ discussions of hunting ethics that I’ve seen all too often in the past!

                “You’ve confirmed my feelings that you’re saying the kind of things I believe in and that thousands of thoughtful hunters all over the country believe in.  I also have found these views strike such a responsive chord with thoughtful non-hunters that I am convinced they are in fact the kind of views that we need to advocate to insure the future of hunting and the opportunity to practice conservation of our wild resources.”

                Bill Howard, Executive Vice President,
 National Wildlife Federation

                

                “Your short essay includes an enormous amount of valuable information and makes a group of interconnected recommendations that heretofore has not been suggested to the American hunter by any organized group.  You should be commended.”

                Ted Kerasote, author of
 Bloodties – Nature, Culture, and the Hunt

                “Jim Posewitz has laid out, clearly and decisively, what may be the deciding factor as to whether hunting will (or should) remain a part of American culture.  In the code of ethics surrounding hunting is its essence—its reason for inclusion in our cultural fabric.

                “What are ‘the ethics of hunting?’ Why is attention to dramatic improvement in the application needed?  How can that be achieved?

                “Jim Posewitz answers those questions in an entertaining and insightful manner.  As a hunter and a conservationist I say—it’s about time.”

                Jack Ward Thomas, Chief, USDA Forest Service

                “I know that I would have wanted this book as a young kid learning about hunting…It would have been a cherished addition, and I’m sure I would have held onto it as an adult.”

                Jody W. Enck, Research Specialist, Cornell University

                “You’ve done a remarkable job of condensing and interconnecting vital concepts which must be addressed and internalized if we are to maintain our hunting heritage.  Congratulations.”

                Holt Bodinson, Director, International
 Wildlife Museum, Safari Club International

                “Beyond Fair Chase is a most important contribution to the American conservation mission.  Your fine thoughts are, like those of Aldo Leopold, statements of fact about the critical role the hunting tradition plays in habitat protection.  Without hunting, we North Americans would not have the passion for the land that is vital to its preservation.  Those who fight to enhance the quality of hunting—as you do through Beyond Fair Chase—are the soul of the conservation movement.”

                Jack Lorenz, Director, American Land
 Ethics Project, The Izaac Walton League of America

                “This book is timely, a tremendous contribution to the contemporary literature on the issue of hunting.  It is inspiring and if all hunters would read, understand, and aspire to the ethical ideals put forth in this book, hunting will be a part of the American social landscape for many years to come.”

                William A. Molini, Administrator,
 Nevada Division of Wildlife

                “I am elated about the potential uses of this marvelous book.  It is a much needed tool that is long overdue.”

                John M. Wrede, Wildlife Conservation Officer,
 South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks

                “Jim Posewitz goes a long way toward helping hunters forge deeper relationships with the land, the wildlife it supports and the outdoor experience.”

                Bob Munson, Executive Director,
 Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

                ”You have accomplished putting together an extraordinary gold mine in Beyond Fair Chase.  I was so engrossed with the contents I could not put the book down until I had read it completely.  My impression as I finished reading the prophetic wisdom contained in this marvelous milestone is ‘Actions now speak louder than words.’  Translating the written composition bound in the pages of Beyond Fair Chase into honest visible ACTIONS of any person who desires to hunt (or hunter) is essential to promoting a renewed understanding of hunting and wildlife management and the preservation of the tradition and heritage of hunting.”

                Clair L. Huff, Executive Vice President,
 Hunter Education Association

                

                “This book is what hunting needs—now!”

                Patrick J. Graham, Director,
 Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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            This book is dedicated to the American heroes who won our independence from kings, to judges who ruled that wildlife and its pursuit belonged to all of us, and to generations of hunters who restored the wildlife abundance I knew.  It is further dedicated to Eric Posewitz, a first son and hunter, who died too young, and whose spirit I shall find on one final hunt through the stellar chaos of the cosmos.
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				PREFACE

				A Story From The Gallatin Range

				The musty smell of elk hung softly in the thick forest. A slight breeze pushed it down the slope to the trailing hunters.  Without a sound, the young hunter eased upward through the snowy thicket. He had often joked, with exaggerated pride, that he could “move through the country like ground fog.” Now every fiber in his body was trying to make that true.

				Ahead, shadowy forms of elk picked their way upward.  The frosty mist of their breath hung in the air as they worked through a jumble of downed trees.

				It was a perfect hideaway for elk in Montana’s Gallatin Range. The mountain was steep; it faced northeast; and it was covered with blow-down and old-growth pine that was giving way to a thick growth of spruce. Elk knew the place well, and they took shelter there, secure in the wild tangle.

				The law allowed the taking of antlered bulls, and the hunter searched for antlers as he and the elk maneuvered upward, slowly pushing through thigh-deep powder snow. Then suddenly he saw it—right above him, staring straight at him—an elk, watching him! He studied the motionless face that peered through tangled timber.  It was close; less than thirty yards separated them. The boy was sure he could see the base of the bull’s antlers, but the heavy timber obscured everything else. The two watched each other, first caught in mutual surprise and then frozen in suspended time. The need for a decision was upon them both.

				In the stillness of that silent thicket, hearts pounded and tension stretched the minutes. It was the boy’s first chance to kill an elk, and years of expectation had been carried up the mountain to this moment. The elk would not move, not a twitch.  The hunter needed something to reveal, to confirm without a doubt, the presence of antlers.

				The boy’s father shadowed the stalk, and the youth turned his head, looking to his father for verification that it was right to shoot. That slight motion broke the stalemate, and the thicket erupted as elk bolted and crashed away through the timber. In a moment, silence absorbed the hunters as the sounds of fleeing elk faded beyond the high ridge and into the frigid November evening.
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				The memory of that hunt remains fresh. It was a great hunt, and it remains a cherished memory. The richness of the recollection comes from knowing the hunter’s first concern was to do what was absolutely right. Doing right, at the critical moment, was more important than killing a fine bull elk. There was a doubt, so the boy did not shoot. In time he would realize that the hunt had already been fulfilled.

				Taking an elk is exciting anytime in a hunter’s life. To pass up the chance to kill your first because of a small doubt about whether or not everything is absolutely right remains the teacher’s trophy. It is part of being an ethical hunter.

				The epilogue to this true-life hunter’s tale is that the mountain marked that day in a way only mountains, forests, marshes, woodlots, and seasoned hunters understand. In this case, a few years later, the same hunter took a good bull not far from that tangled slope. As with all game, it was a gift the land gave the hunter, and it is possible there was a connection between the elk taken later. The gift of the harvested bull was deeply appreciated. However, the hunter had already been given the highest satisfaction from the snowy thicket on that other November afternoon. It was a magic moment when a young hunter and a mountain looked long into each other’s eyes—and they became one.
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				It is a curious thing that something as private, and at times as solitary, as hunting attracts the attention of so many people with different points of view. Aldo Leopold, a thoughtful person and the father of American game management, once wrote:

				“A peculiar virtue in wildlife ethics is that the hunter ordinarily has no gallery to applaud or disapprove of his conduct. Whatever his acts, they are dictated by his own conscience, rather than a mob of onlookers. It is difficult to exaggerate the importance of this fact.”

				Today, there are many thoughtful people saying that perhaps it is time that hunting end. Many of these people are bothered by how some hunters behave. This book is about hunter behavior, or hunter ethics. Its purpose is to emphasize the hunting experience—its importance and its meaning—and to remind all hunters of their responsibility to respect and care for all wildlife.
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