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Dear Reader,



As the parent of a son who was bor n profoundly deaf, I quickly realized how impor tant it was for my son to communicate with those who were involved in his daily world. I also realized, after exploring a number of other methods, that signing was the most effective way for David to communicate. American Sign Language allowed him to express his needs and to share what was on his mind with other people. As I began my early journey into the world of sign language, instructional guides were limited. Books were difficult to understand and imitate, leaving many questions unanswered in acquiring this valuable mode of communication. Therefore, I’ve tried to make The Everything® Sign Language Book, 2nd Edition user-friendly, and it is my hope you will find this book offers an easy and pleasant learning journey into the wonderful world of sign language.

Over the pa st twenty-eight years, I have developed and taught courses Language and I have ser vices in American Sign presented an array of in-can open door s and students and effort in learning this language a joy to watch seen how enthusiasm for all. It has been improved communication while they learn new and lead to acquire a new way to communicate of all ages American Sign Language is a beautiful language that can communicate things about themselves.

American Sign Language is a beautiful language that can communicate
what is in your mind and in your heart. My wish for you is to learn from this
book, enjoy what you learn, and, most importantly, use what you learn.

Sincerely,
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Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

You can choose to read an Everything® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-questions, e-facts, e-alerts, and e-ssentials. We give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

We now have more than 400 Everything® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you’re done reading them all, you can finally say you know Everything®!
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This book is dedicated to my son David; to make his world a better place, and to my past, present and future students; and to the many others who will benefit from a better understanding of sign language.
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Top Ten Reasons
You Should Learn Sign Language

1. To be able to communicate effectively with the Deaf and hard of hearing.

2. To have fun learning a new and exciting visual language.

3. To look great on a resume and to open doors for new employment opportunities.

4. To spur intellectual growth and raise IQ.

5. To open new avenues for friendships and relationships.

6. To improve self-confidence and enhance communication skills.

7. To experience another avenue for expressing yourself artistically.

8. To broaden language acquisition in the early classroom.

9. To acquire the skill of nonverbal communication, body language, and facial expressions.

10. To learn a new language that can satisfy high school or college modern and foreign language requirements.


Introduction

[image: v1] IT’S OBVIOUS THAT you’re interested in sign language; otherwise you wouldn’t have picked up this book. But did you know that you already use a natural form of gestural language every day? Nodding your head “yes,” shaking your head “no,” telling someone to call by holding an imaginary phone to your ear, and saying hello with a friendly wave are all natural gestures. With your natural gestures and this book in hand, you have already given yourself a wonderful head start into learning the basics of sign language.

This sign language book is user-friendly. It is designed to acclimate you slowly into the various parts of sign language, while being fun at the same time. It is not meant to be a heavy textbook or a sign language dictionary. It is concise in detail and filled with fantastic sign images using real models. Each chapter offers an easy and cumulative learning experience, and signs are presented in a progressive pattern.

While this book can be used on its own, it can also be used in conjunction with an American Sign Language (ASL) course and to assist in natural language acquisition through interaction with deaf friends, relatives, and their community. This book serves as a friendly bridge between the classroom, sign dictionary, and text. It will also fill in the gray areas those new signers often find confusing or challenging. You will acquire a better understanding of the various applications for sign language and the population that uses this visual mode of communication.

Perhaps you are a person who has studied languages but never received any real gratification—and certainly not instant gratification— from those studies. American Sign Language is different from other languages in that if you follow the easy-to-read instructions, you will be able to form signs quickly. The basic signs are easy to learn, and before you know it, you will be stringing them together in short sentences. This is true even if you are a person whose life is constantly punctuated by interruptions—you will be able pick up this book, put it down at your leisure, and still learn!

You can share the learning experience with family and friends by having them watch while you form the signs and see if you are signing it the way the images appear in the book. You can encourage them to learn with you and try to hold conversations using simple signs and natural gestural signs. Parents of young children can practice the basic signs while reading to their children, thus enhancing story time and language. At the same time, parents will be giving their children a head start in their own acquisition of ASL at the time when their language acquisition skills are most keen. A trip to a zoo, aquarium, or museum can be made into an exciting visually interactive language experience with the use of signs for the entire family.

You will be able to teach others the letters of the alphabet and practice fingerspelling words—this, of course, is after you have learned to sign all the letters of the manual alphabet. Some of the basic signs that are introduced here could be just enough for you to provide a patient in a hospital some comfort until an interpreter arrives. Then again, this book may spark enough interest to get you to consider changing your college focus or your career or motivate you to seek out that special job that requires communicating with a diverse population. Regardless of whether you have the opportunity to use sign language with a deaf or hard-of-hearing person, you will still be enriched by learning American Sign Language.


CHAPTER 1
What Is Sign Language?

Sign language is a complete visual mode of communication. It is the third most-used language in the United States and the fourth most-used language worldwide. Conversations and information, using sign language, are conveyed visually rather than auditorily and are composed of precise handshapes and movements. Sign language users combine articulate hand movements, facial expressions, head and body movements to communicate feelings, intentions, humor, complex and abstract ideas, and more. There is a great deal to learn about this language, its types, and its users, and this chapter will help introduce you to this unique and astonishing language.


A Visual Form of Communication

Most languages are based on audible sounds. People are naturally accustomed to language that is spoken, and for many people, daily communication is received and understood through hearing. However, sign language is a visually based form of communication that is received and understood through our powers of vision. Simply stated, it is listening with your eyes.

In the signing world, it is important to know and recognize the primary types of sign language. Therefore, before going any further, you should concentrate on learning about a few of the different types of sign language. While there are several, the next sections will focus on the five most commonly known types: American Sign Language, Signed English, Contact Signing/ Pidgin Sign English, Home Signs, and Fingerspelling.

American Sign Language

American Sign Language, known as ASL, is the natural native language of the American Deaf community. ASL is used as the primary form of communication in the daily lives of the Deaf. Even so, a portion of the Deaf population does not use ASL. The reasons for this can range from personal choice to parental influences, educational philosophies, or regional and geographical locations.

Often, people are under the misconception that ASL is just a form of manual English. On the contrary, ASL is a separate living, natural language that has developed over the years within the Deaf community. ASL is a full language with its own syntax, punctuations, and grammar. American Sign Language is composed of precise handshapes, palm positions, movements, and the use of space around the signer.
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Why is a capital “D” used in the word Deaf?

It is used to create a distinction. The lowercase word “deaf” refers to the physical condition of hearing loss. The uppercase word “Deaf” refers to the Deaf community, which shares a common language, cultural heritage, and similar interests.



These elements, movements, and handshapes, supported by facial expressions and body language, are capable of conveying complex and abstract ideas as well as humor, wit, and poetry. ASL is constantly evolving and often changes regionally. In addition, ASL also counts as a language credit at various colleges, universities, and high schools throughout the country. The following combined elements serve to make ASL an exciting, effective form of communication:

• ASL signs

• Limited fingerspelling

• Facial expressions

• Body language

• Head movement

• Use of space and directional movement

Signed English

Signed English, known as SE, is a complete visual presentation of English. In this system, one word is equal to one sign, and the signs are presented in English word order. Additional signing time is required when using SE, due to the many add-on elements needed for each signed word. These elements can consist of prefixes, suffixes, endings, and tenses. Because of the English components, SE is used in various educational settings. The focus in this type of sign application is to enhance and promote English and its grammar while building reading and writing skills. SE can be found in legal situations or in a court of law where it is legally imperative to demonstrate every word. This form of signing has also been adopted by hearing parents of deaf children who may feel more comfortable with the strong English order. English-speaking adults who have lost their hearing often lean toward Signed English.

Here are some of the elements that comprise SE:

• Standard signs

• Fingerspelling

• Initialization (see Chapter 4)

• Prefixes

• Suffixes

• Endings

• One word equals one sign

• English word order

Contact Signing/Pidgin Sign English

Contact Signing, also known as PSE (Pidgin Sign English), is a sign system that uses ASL signs in approximate English word order, omitting prefixes, suffixes, endings, and small words. It is important for you to be aware that the term Pidgin Sign English is greatly falling out of favor with the Deaf community. Today, the term Contact Signing is preferred over PSE. Contact Signing is often used to help bridge the communication gap between the deaf, the Deaf community, and the hearing. This is especially true in situations where a signer has limited ASL skills. Contact Signing is a sign system that allows signers to manage a limited signed conversation.

Perhaps it is best to describe the Contact Signing system as a cross between English and ASL. Often it is used as a transitional step in the process of acclimating someone into ASL. Depending on the skills of the signer, this system can vary in degrees between English and ASL.
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Total Communication, referred to as TC, uses all means available for communication: sign language, gesturing, lip reading, fingerspelling, speech, hearing aids, reading, writing, and visual images.



Contact Signing is used by a number of educators, employers, and service providers quite successfully. Often, hearing parents of deaf children and students new to the study of ASL use Contact Signing in their early learning stages. In addition, a percentage of late-deafened adults adopt Contact Signing as a support method of communication. They have expressed a sense of comfort with the approximate English order of ASL signs. This is quite natural, as English is their first language. Parents of children who have had cochlear implants are also, in the formative years of language development, adopting Contact Signing.

Characteristics of Contact Signing include the following:

• Standard signs

• ASL signs

• Fingerspelling

• Facial expressions

• Body language

• Approximate English word order

Home Signs

Home signs are invented signs that are combined with some standard ASL or SE signs, pantomime, and natural gestures. Home signs are invented primarily out of necessity. This type of signing occurs when sign language or a specific sign for a word is not known. This inventive approach to language is a normal progression. It often occurs with young children and in situational groups.

During the course of your life, perhaps without realizing it, you create special words for family, workplaces, and things. These affectionate names are then only recognized within your close circles of friends, coworkers, and family members. Home signs function in much the same way. It would not be unusual to see a young Deaf child, not knowing the proper signs for nouns, signing “brown balls” to represent a cocoa-flavored cereal or “purple drink” for grape juice. So as you become more aware of the different types of sign language, be on the lookout for home signs that use descriptive adjectives rather than properly signed names and nouns.

Fingerspelling

Fingerspelling is a way of representing a word by spelling it out, letter by letter. It uses the American Manual Alphabet, which is a set of separate hand-shapes representing each of the twenty-six letters of the English alphabet. Watching and reading every letter of each word can be exhausting, and you will need to keep this in mind. ASL uses limited fingerspelling. However, fingerspelling and the handshapes of the manual alphabet do play important roles in signing. You will get a better understanding of this technique in Chapter 4.

What You Will Learn

Now that you have a major portion of the technical information behind you, try your hand at a pop quiz. Without looking back, can you remember what these acronyms represent?

• ASL

• SE

• PSE

If you answered American Sign Language, Signed English, and Pidgin Sign English, good for you! It is important to remember these three acronyms. Once you venture into the signing world, you will find that they are used repeatedly in discussions of types of sign language. It is quite common to be asked what type of signing you know and use and where you acquired your skill. As you move forward in this book, you will see the acronym ASL used throughout, as this type of sign language will be the primary focus of this book. The term “sign language” will be used only as a generic form.
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How many colleges and universities in the United States offer sign language as a foreign, modern, or world language?

The numbers of colleges and universities that accept and offer American Sign Language for academic credit grows each year. At this time, approximately 180 four-year colleges and universities accept ASL to satisfy the foreign and modern language requirement. Over 600 colleges and universities around the country offer ASL in their curriculum. Public schools, K-12, have also begun to recognize ASL as a world language.



Sign Vocabulary

You will soon acquire, through visual sign images and accompanying instructions, a broad basic sign vocabulary. Add just a little daily practice and a smidgen of determination and you will be well on your way to reaching the Level I of basic ASL. To make your learning journey more interesting and easy to comprehend, the book contains hundreds of detailed sign images. The visual journey begins by understanding the detailed images you will be viewing throughout the book. Please note that all of the images are displayed with the model facing you, the receiver/reader. In other words, simply think that someone is directly signing to you. Also, most images demonstrated throughout this book show a right-handed signer.

Just take a close look at these two images, which illustrate the signs for “hello” and “sign.” These two signs are a great beginning and among the most often used signs.

[image: 9781598698831_0020_001]

[image: Il_9781598698831_0020_002] HELLO: The starting position of the hand is similar to a military salute. Then, simply wave your hand off your forehead.
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[image: Il_9781598698831_0020_002] SIGN: Position both hands in front of the chest with both index fingers extended, and palms facing each other. Circle your hands, alternately rotating them toward your body.

Signs and Rules

Soon, you will learn the basic rules for fingerspelling, sign order, facial expression, and body language. In addition, you will learn strategies to make learning sign language easy and fun. You will also acquire knowledge of the particular framework that sets sign language apart from spoken languages.

There are also rules regarding signing etiquette and rules regarding the American Disabilities Act that will be presented. Moreover, there are important dos and don’ts to learn regarding the deaf, the Deaf community, and the hard of hearing in medical situations. Of course, there will be many little tidbits of information to enjoy and to build on.

Who Uses Sign Language?

First and foremost, sign language is used in the Deaf community, by the hard of hearing, the deaf/blind, and interpreters for the deaf. In addition, it is used by parents, family, friends, and service providers for the deaf and the Deaf community, who support the use of signing as a way to communicate.

The use of sign language has also expanded into many various settings that are not related to the deaf population. An example of this is the application of sign language in educational settings. Educational applications can range from enhancement of language in young children to assisting communication within the highly diverse special-needs population. (However, it must be noted that the use of this type of basic sign language does not and cannot compare to the pure ASL used within the Deaf community.)
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An interpreter is a person who facilitates communication for the deaf, the hard of hearing, and hearing persons by translating spoken language into sign language.



Whatever your reasons are for learning and using sign language, the result will be a positive experience and an additional life skill. Perhaps you will find your occupation or special interest mentioned in the sections that follow. Perhaps you are simply fascinated with this visual language. Following is a look at the occupations and special interests that often require skill in sign language.

Special-Needs Educators

Special-needs educators apply visual signs to stimulate, ease, and assist communication. Within the challenged population, the signs adopted for use are often modified or simplified. Using modified signs accommodates the diverse challenges of special-needs children and adults alike. Each year, the number of special-needs educators who adopt visual signs for use within a classroom setting increases. Special-needs job trainers and various service providers who are involved with independent living programs are also using signs as a means of supporting communication and providing information.

Regular Educators

As each year passes, more educators in high schools and colleges support the acceptance of ASL as a second language. Courses in American Sign Language are now being taught for academic credit in world, foreign, and modern language programs.
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In 1989, the U.S. Supreme Court recognized American Sign Language as a standard independent language with its own grammar, syntax, vocabulary, and cultural heritage. This court ruled that ASL could be offered in all public and secondary schools to satisfy foreign language requirements.



Educators working within regular educational systems are witnessing the enrichment that ASL brings to the lives of their students. Today, you will see ASL students in upper grades of high schools go into the lower grades and share their knowledge. They stage fun-filled demonstrations in sign language to the delight of the younger students. You will also find college students applying their signing skills in community service projects, in school programs for children, in their places of worship, on their jobs, and in the practicum. These students often become the greatly needed interpreters or service providers for the deaf, the Deaf community, and the hard of hearing.

This refreshing new fascination with ASL as a second language has piqued the interest of teachers and paraprofessionals. School systems are now starting to offer basic ASL courses for their staff as well. The goal is to bring this language into the classroom to enhance language and communication skills. As a result, teachers and support staff are also reaping the benefits that come from the acceptance of ASL as a second language in educational systems.

Children of Deaf Adults

Today, there is a higher probability that students whose parents are deaf will be enrolling into a public school system. These students are known as “CODAs” within the Deaf community. CODA, or Children of Deaf Adults, are bilingual and bicultural as a result of the Deaf environment in which they grow up. Yet at the same time, these children also live, socialize, and attend schools in the hearing world. The acronym KODA, or Kids of Deaf Adults, represents the younger portion of this population.
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The Americans with Disabilities Act is a federal civil rights law protecting individuals with disabilities. It guarantees individuals with disabilities equal opportunity and access to state and local government services, public accommodations, employment, transportation, communication and telecommunications.



The use of sign language in this type of situation would have a double purpose. First, ASL would likely be the primary method of communication for members of the Deaf community who are parents. Therefore, signing would be required for effective communication between the parents and school personnel. Deaf parents are generally pleased to learn that a school has staff members who can sign, even if their signing skills are basic. Basic signing skills can serve as a bridge until an interpreter arrives for meetings or teacher conferences. These simple signing skills can also provide helpful information in the event there is an emergency involving the child. It is important to remember that the Americans with Disabilities Act, or ADA, mandates that an interpreter be provided to ensure that deaf parents receive equal access to communication.

The second application of sign language would be for the ease and comfort of the KODA student into a classroom setting. In all probability, ASL will be the student’s first language. Signing, to some degree, may be necessary to support spoken language and facilitate the first year of school for the young bilingual student of Deaf parents.

Early Educators and Providers

Early educators and providers are using sign language to enhance language acquisition and build cognitive skills. Through the efforts of these educators and providers, young children are able to experience the fun that comes from learning signed vocabulary. Excitement fills the air as young children learn signs through a variety of games, signed stories, and singing and signing songs. At the same time, these providers are also instilling children with an awareness and sensitivity toward children who have verbal, mental, and physical challenges. They are able to teach children that signing is simply another way of communicating and that it is okay to be different.

OEBPS/images/v1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0020_003.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0015_001.jpg
E-QUESTION





OEBPS/images/Il_9781598698831_0020_002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0004_001.jpg
WERYTHINE
SIGN
LANGUAGE
BOOK

EEEEEEEEEEEEE





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0022_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0004_002.jpg
Aadamswve\;:m

Avon. Massachusetts





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0021_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0017_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0020_001.jpg
/43





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0019_001.jpg
E-QUESTION





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0002_002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0003_002.jpg
2

E-QUESTION

Answers to
common questions

FACTS

Important snippets
‘of information

\\ : //
— -
“ALERTS!

Urgent
sy

Quick
handy tips





OEBPS/images/9781605507521.jpg
TH E ALL NEW PHOTOS!

BOOK

2ND EDITION

American Sign
Language Made Easy

Irene Duke





OEBPS/images/9781598698831_0023_001.jpg





