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TIKTOK WHAT?


Yes, you know what TikTok is, and you may even feel like a book of TikTok tips is counterintuitive. But hold on a minute. TikTok may look like a simple app for sharing and watching videos, but looks can be deceiving. There is a whole lot to unlock within this platform, and this book helps you take advantage of all you can do with it. Even though there are websites, videos, and TikTok communities devoted to giving you tips and hacks to what is now the sixth most popular social media destination and the most downloaded app, we felt there was a need to provide a static and steady place to read, learn, and go more in depth than the other aforementioned destinations. We did research! We read the articles and watched the videos! We played with the video effects! We spent countless hours on TikTok scrolling and, most importantly, taking notes. What follows is what we’ve discovered. (By the way, “we” are myself and my dog, Rooster. For the purposes of this book, we’ve created a TikTok account featuring Rooster, whose only goal in life is to achieve fame.) A lot of what you learn about TikTok is through trial and error, and that’s fine, but we’ve taken out a lot of the guesswork as we cover the basics and also delve into the less obvious tips and hacks that will help you be where you want to be with this app.


From getting started with TikTok to getting famous, the tips in this book provide just what you need, whether you’re posting videos two to three times a day in order to become an influencer, trying to get likes and followers, or simply in it for some fun.




A BIT ABOUT TIKTOK


Much like its predecessors, Vine, Dubsmash, and Musical.ly, TikTok is an app (iOS and Android) with which users can create and share short-form mobile videos. That means, using only our smartphones, we can shoot videos from five to sixty seconds long, edit them on the phone, add song clips or original sounds, and post them on the app. No special cameras needed. No video-editing software required. No advanced degrees warranted. Just you, your smartphone, and your ideas. If you’re joining TikTok just to watch videos, that’s fine, too!


TikTok has been around since September 2017. It started off as an offshoot of the Chinese platform known as Douyin, which launched in China the previous year. Douyin and TikTok are basically the same app, but they are run on different networks in order to comply with Chinese censorship restrictions. In November 2017, TikTok’s parent company, ByteDance, dropped around $1 billion to acquire Musical.ly. At that time, Musical.ly had around 100 million users. In August 2018, TikTok and Musical.ly merged with all existing Musical.ly accounts transferred over to TikTok.


Today, TikTok is the fastest-growing social media platform in the world. As we write this, TikTok:


• is available in 154 countries


• has been downloaded more than 130 million times in the US and 1.5 billion times worldwide




• has 1 billion users worldwide


• has 800 million monthly active users


It is also estimated that TikTok users spend an average of about one hour a day on the platform and open the app eight times a day.


As for who is using the app:


• 60 percent are between the ages of 16 to 24


• 26 percent are between the ages 25 to 44


• 80 percent are between the ages 16 to 34


TikTok is growing fast with no end in sight. While it may seem daunting entering such a crowded field of lip-syncers, dancers, gymnasts, comedians, and more, there is definitely room for you in this content heavy environment. Read on to get started!




WHAT YOU CAN DO ON TIKTOK


The tips in this book are separated by the different things you can do on TikTok.


Chapter 1: Signing Up


This is pretty self-explanatory. We take you through setting up your profile and helpfully pointing out what all the icons and words on your Home screen mean.


Chapter 2: Watching Videos


TikTok users don’t just create videos—they watch them! This chapter helps you discover the content you want to see and hide the stuff that bothers you.


Chapter 3: Making Movies


Now, this is where the magic happens! You get to make your own videos. These tips will help you make your videos look good and make an impression.


Chapter 4: Interacting


Even more than the videos, TikTok is all about members of a community communicating and interacting with one another. Users can follow accounts they like, give videos hearts (likes), gifts, comments, and more.


Chapter 5: Going Viral


There are no guarantees in life … and with TikTok, breaking through with a viral video can be a daunting task. This chapter takes away as much of the guesswork as possible.




Chapter 6: Taking Care of Yourself


This chapter gives you advice on making sure you’re protecting your identity and yourself as you are putting yourself and your videos out there.













CHAPTER 1


SIGNING UP











Ready to sign up? Here are the steps to take. Every now and then TikTok updates the interface; however, the steps for signing up for an account don’t usually change.


Once you’ve downloaded the app, the first screen will ask you to Choose Your Interests. You can tap on specific interests you have or skip this screen altogether. If you know you are interested in a few different categories of videos you want to shoot at some point, go ahead and tap on those categories. Otherwise, skip this step.
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1. Choose as many as you want or skip this step altogether. (It doesn’t seem to matter, because TikTok has got you covered as it bases what videos you see on what you watch.)
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2. The very next screen tells you what to do next! Pretty simple!
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READY TO SIGN UP?


Tap on the Me icon in the lower right-hand corner of the screen. Tap the red Sign up box.


1. You can sign up using your phone number or email or through Facebook, Google, an Apple device, Twitter, Instagram, or Android device. Tap on the small arrow indicated below to see all of your options. Choose any method you want, but remember which you choose in case you want to create more than one account (see Tip #105 on page 122).
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2. Give them your birthday … or a birthday. You have to be over thirteen to open a TikTok account, and TikTok regularly deletes accounts if the user is under that age. Just know that once you enter a birthday, you can’t change it. Tap Continue when you’re done.


3. Enter your valid phone number or email in order to receive a verification code to continue.


4. Type in the code. You will be directed to a simple Captcha to confirm you are a human.
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5. Create your password.
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It has to be at least eight characters (and up to twenty). You must include two of the following: letters, numbers, and/or special characters.


6. Create your username (see Tip #115 on page 134). Your username has to be unique—meaning no one else on TikTok can share the same username as you. If the username you choose is already taken, you will get a note saying, “This username has been taken. Please try a different one.”


That’s it. You’re signed up and ready to make some magic.




FILL IN THE BLANKS


Well, before the magic, there is still a little more housekeeping to take care of. You can change your assigned TikTok name, add a short bio, add a profile pic or video, and more!
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This is your Profile screen. You get to it by tapping on the Me icon at the bottom right-hand corner of the screen. Tap on Edit profile in order to change your TikTok assigned name, add biography info, add Instagram, and/or YouTube. This is also where you can add a profile photo or video. This is what your followers will see when they go to check you out, so you want it to look awesome.
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A. Tap here to access photos on your phone. Choose one for your profile pic. Or better yet, take a new one, but take a shower first—you want to look your best!


B. You can decide to use a six-second video clip instead of a photo. Start by tapping here. (More on creating videos on page 52.)


C. TikTok auto-generates a name for you. Change it by tapping here. The Name appears at the top of your page. Don’t skip this step. Nothing looks worse than your name, “user7032150724291” showing up instead of the cool one that’s still in your head.


D. This is your TikTok username that you created already. This is your handle. Click on the 2-square icon to copy a link that will take anyone right to your Profile screen.


E. Add your bio here. (See page 137 for more on bios.)


F. Tapping either of these will take you to their signins. Type in your username and password to link your accounts.







TIP #1
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Save Your Work


Whenever you are changing anything in your profile, make sure to find and tap Save. It’s easy to miss (even though it is red!), and if you do, you have to start over.




TIP #2


Complete Your Profile


Your profile is your first impression. It is who you are on TikTok—your personality or brand, so to speak—so think about what you want to say about yourself as you fill in the blanks as precisely as possible. You want your visitors to “get” who you are quickly. So, decide what category or niche you are going to own and be consistent about it throughout your profile creation. Are you a lip-syncer, a dancer, a comedian, a prankster, or an observer of life? It helps if you know what you’re going to do on TikTok before you fill in the blanks. As you’ll find out later, being on TikTok isn’t so much about being original as it is about bringing a new voice to everything that’s already out there. So, don’t reinvent the wheel, but instead, polish the wheel with your own particular glow.
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YOUR PROFILE SCREEN (A.K.A. ME PAGE)


A. Leads to three options: inviting friends, finding contacts, and finding Facebook friends. (See Tip #86 on page 103 for more.)


B. Your name. Tapping on this takes you to where you can add an account. (See Tip #105 on page 122 for more.)


C. Takes you to your Privacy and settings page.


D. Your profile video or photograph.


E. Tapping on this copies your username to your phone’s clipboard.


F. Your stat line. It will look sad when you’re just starting out.


G. To edit your profile, obviously.


H. This takes you to your liked videos, hashtags, sounds, and effects.


I. This is where your biography appears. You only have 80 characters to play with, so make your words count.


J. The videos you’ve created.


K. The videos you’ve liked.


L. The videos you’ve created that only you can view. (See Chapter 6: Taking Care of Yourself for more on privacy.)







TIP #3


Privacy and Settings


From your Profile page, tap on the More (…) icon at the top right-hand corner of your screen. This takes you to your Privacy and settings screen. From here you can make changes to your account as well as report a problem, get help, read TikTok’s terms of use, and more. See Chapter 6: Taking Care of Yourself for more on these settings.


TIP #4


Know What You’re Talking About


There is a certain amount of TikTok slang that is good to be familiar with as you begin playing around on the app.


Challenges: Challenges are a big deal on TikTok! A challenge is a format for a video in which everyone pretty much does the same thing … but with their own twist on it. One example of a challenge is to mimic a series of dance moves to a specific song. One famous Challenge is the Flip the Switch in which two people (usually a man and a woman) dance in the bathroom. They turn off the light, and when they turn it back on, they have switched clothing … all set to Drake’s “Nonstop.”
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