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  PREFACE




  Now that we aspire to establish the Happy Science University,[1] we have submitted a statement of our purpose in establishing this and a summary of the curriculum to the Office for University Chartering in the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Since that time, we have communicated officially twice with their advisory body, known as the Council for University Chartering and School Corporations, and received their response.




  As part of this process, we were told by the Council officials that they did not understand the content of the courses, “Learning the Spirit of the Founder” Part I and II, which we are planning to offer as basic liberal arts courses at the Happy Science University. We were also told that they could not evaluate the abilities of the instructor of that course. For these reasons, we were notified that the authorization would be “put on hold.”




  Sadly, the officials and Council members are not even able to distinguish between “religious leaders” and “scholars of religion.” In the first place, they simply say that they “do not understand” because they have not even read any of my books. I do not know which members of the Council this opinion represents. What is more, the Director of the Office for University Chartering in MEXT [Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology] refused to accept my books when we handed to him, and when we sent them by mail, he simply returned them to us without reading them. Doing this in the screening and consideration process goes beyond a mere lack of research; it amounts to sabotage and a misspending of taxes.




  The three officials in charge of this process were “honorably promoted” by Human Affairs as of July 25. And now, all of the explanations and promises made to date seem to be completely up in the air. New officials have come to take their places, but they are now on summer vacation.




  Due to all this, I have recently provided an “overview” of the spirit of the founder [Ryuho Okawa] for the people who will try and make the final decision without reading even one of my books, and I have transcribed it as Parts I and II of Learning the Spirit of the Founder of Happy Science University (Overview).




  This had an unexpected benefit. It serves even the people who have continued to read the 1,600 plus books that I have written, helping them to grasp my way of thinking from a new angle.




  This book, Learning the Spirit of the Founder Part I, describes the reasons why a new spiritual pillar is needed in Japan today, as well as my response in relation to the statement from the Council members that they do not understand the “definition of the mind.” It also clarifies the core ideas about introducing “spirituality” when it comes to creating a new civilization, which Happy Science University will be undertaking. At the same time, it will also be a new gospel for people who have the desire to study the world of spirituality.




  The subject of this book is not just for the establishment of the university. It reveals an unwavering set of guiding principles that will serve as a “North Star” for those aspiring to live in a new era.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Founder and CEO of Happy Science Group


  Founder of Happy Science University


  August 16, 2014




  This book is based on a discourse given in question-and-answer form.


  


  The two interviewers are denoted as A and B.
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  THE REASON WE NEED HAPPY SCIENCE UNIVERSITY AT THIS TIME




  QUESTIONER A:


  Happy Science University has “studies on happiness” and “the creation of a new civilization” as its founding spirit. Could you please tell us again your vision as the founder, Master Ryuho Okawa, of the founding spirit of Happy Science University, as well as the mission entrusted to Happy Science University?




  
The postwar regime problem that impacts the whole of Japanese education




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  In Japan, many universities already exist and when looking at the broader picture, the overall population is declining. While the rate of decline is particularly marked among children and young people, there are quite a lot of universities that are experiencing difficulty in meeting their quota of students. Therefore, if you look at the current situation without taking into account the materials being taught, it is possible to insist that Japan does not need to establish any more new universities. But when it comes to the materials, there is an even bigger problem.




  I think this is an issue that impacts the whole of Japanese education. Ever since the postwar Constitution was forced on Japan, constitutional scholars, scholars of civil law, political scientists, and scholars of education who have been stained with left-wing ideological thinking were acclaimed.




  To be frank, when the occupying force was setting up the postwar regime, they intentionally created this to weaken Japan. They popularized Communist ideas and those who followed this trend became scholarly leaders, creating different frameworks. Those who are active today are from their pupils’ generation or the generation after that.




  Meanwhile in politics, the government is undertaking a review of the postwar regime. There have been serious questions from an academic point of view as well, over the issues of Japanese views of history, the Greater East Asia War and the World War II [WWII], where it is believed that Japan’s behavior was on a par with the inhumane acts like the holocaust committed by the Nazis.




  I am continuously publishing books from the standpoint of a religious leader and from a journalistic point of view in order to inform people of the fact that this statement was simply taken from the anti-war, Japan-bashing propaganda put forth by Japan’s enemies at the time.
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