
    
      
        
          
        
      

    

  
    
      
        [image: image]
      

    

  
    
      Dedicated to the memory of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Archduchess Sophia von Habsburg


Lancti coniugo fatis iungunter eisdem

       

      
[image: image]

      
        Rumor is not always wrong.
      

      TACITUS

      
        The world is governed by very different personages from what is imagined by those who are not behind the scenes.
      

      BENJAMIN DISRAELI

      
        It is a strange desire to seek power and to lose liberty or to seek power over others and to lose power over a man’s self.
      

      FRANCIS BACON
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      PREFACE

      It is the generally accepted view among those who have very little knowledge of the matters discussed in this book that occultism is the province of a minority of deluded individuals. Those who study or practice the occult are generally dismissed by the public, usually on the basis of sensational media stories, as cranks, charlatans, sexual deviants, or lunatics. Anyone involved in the twilight world of the occult must, so the argument goes, be weird or unusual because the practice of occultism conjures up in the popular imagination visions of incense-filled temples, naked virgins on altars, bizarre rituals, secret initiations, and, if Christian propaganda can be believed, the worship of Satan and the powers of darkness.

      Those rational intellectuals who are the leading critics of occultism will therefore be surprised to learn that the word 
occult can be defined simply as “hidden.” It is used in that sense in astronomy to describe a planet that is “occulted” or hidden from view by another planet. Occultism is therefore the study of the hidden, and this makes it sound far less sensational and mysterious. In practice, those who follow the esoteric path are heirs to an ancient tradition of forbidden knowledge that is thousands of years old. Experienced occultists who have probed the inner mysteries of this arcane tradition are the guardians of an Ancient Wisdom that is the secret teaching behind all established religions. While occultism, like all religious systems, has its fair share of eccentrics, it also boasts members who are respectable people of high social standing.

      A dyed-in-the-wool materialist who dismisses the occult as pure fantasy will be even more shocked by the central thesis of this book. Offering evidence gathered from both orthodox and unorthodox sources, it will prove that many of the famous historical personalities of the last two thousand years, including statesmen, politicians, religious leaders, and royalty, were actively involved in mysticism and magical practices. In addition, it will show that many of the major historical events of the period have a hidden significance that can be explained only in terms of an occult conspiracy. Because of its wide-ranging and far-reaching influence, this conspiracy and its revelation are integral to any true understanding of world history and the development of Western civilization.

      To the average citizen, the political system of the country he lives in involves only the mundane. Politics is generally concerned with economics, education, social welfare, the defense of the nation, the legal system, and the daily governance of the country. International politics, on the other hand, touches upon larger issues, including treaties between nations, global economic structures, and the awesome responsibility of preserving world peace in the face of an escalating arms race. When we see the smiling faces of international statesmen and religious leaders on the television or in the newspapers it is difficult to imagine that behind the diplomatic facade exists a very different world—one of secret societies and occult fraternities peopled by shadowy figures who have often been obsessed with the pursuit of power. Since the days of the pharaohs in ancient Egypt, the occult has entangled in its web the black arts of espionage, subversion, and revolution. Today, it still affects politics, although there are few who are aware of its influence or that those who control it are often well-known faces and household names.

      The purpose of this book is not sensationalism for its own sake, although many who are not conversant with the hidden world of secret societies and parapolitics may criticize it on those grounds. In presenting the facts about the influence of occultism on politics, I have tried to avoid falling into the trap of overdramatizing certain historical events. Once, however, we step from the well-worn path that the conventional historian treads and examine the real motives that engineered key situations in Europe during the last two thousand years, we enter the realm of a “secret” history—an alternative history that has seldom been chronicled and remains the study of a few dedicated researchers of the arcane and the esoteric. It is this secret history—melodramatic as it may appear to the outside world, which is only dimly aware of its existence—that is the subject matter of this book. It is the background upon which the participants in the occult conspiracy play their sometimes sinister games with the lives of millions of ordinary men and women.

      In many cases, the influence of the puppet masters can be recognized as benevolent and the pattern that emerges is one that, overall, has been instrumental in the progress of human civilization. As the historical story unfolds, however, it will become clear that the pursuit and exercise of power, especially absolute power, can become a corrupting force that leads astray those who have high ideals and the purest of aspirations. History is littered with the remnants of grand plans that crumbled to dust because of human frailty. The road to Utopia is too often paved with the bones of the common man martyred in the cause of freedom.

      Occult knowledge is a double-edged sword, and those who seek to unravel its secrets and discover its mysteries should be aware of the grave responsibility that comes with that task. Unfortunately, in these pages you will meet those who have not been worthy of the quest and the task they were given by higher spiritual authority. Yet you will also discover that through the acquisition of the Ancient Wisdom it is possible the aspirations of humanity can be fulfilled, provided those who guide the destiny of our nations are not diverted from the narrow path they tread by the lure of temporal power at the expense of spiritual integrity.

      I thank the following for their help during the writing of this book: the staff of the British Library reading room at the British Museum, the Westminster Public Reference Library, the Folklore Society Library, the librarians of the British Federation of International Co-Freemasonry, the Theosophical Society (United Kingdom), and Robin Ramsey of 
Lobster magazine.
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      THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES

      To understand the origins of the occult conspiracy as it first openly manifested in medieval Europe through the secret societies of the period, it is advisable to examine their ancient roots, which can be traced back to ancient Egypt and the classical civilizations of Rome and Greece. During the Middle Ages, several secret societies based on occult doctrines emerged and claimed antecedents dating back almost to the beginning of human history. The mystical ideas they espoused had their origins in the earliest religious beliefs known to humankind. These pagan beliefs survived the formation of the major world faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam by adopting the outward forms of these religions and operating within them as a heretical, secret, and esoteric tradition.

      With the persecution of alternative spiritual beliefs such as witchcraft and Christian heresies in medieval Europe, the guardians of this Ancient Wisdom went underground and formed secret societies to preserve their pagan ideals. The two major secret societies formed in this period, although they revealed themselves in a public form only in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, were Freemasonry and the Order of the Rosy Cross. The beliefs and practices of these two clandestine fraternities provide an insight into the workings of the occult conspiracy and the sociopolitical vision that exists at its heart.

      While the Order of the Rosy Cross, or the Rosicrucian Order, is still a secret society and has received very little publicity in modern times, considerable public attention has recently been drawn to Freemasonry, which has been singled out as a potentially corrupting influence in modern society because its membership includes businessmen, judges, and police officers whose Masonic oaths and activities are regarded as the ideal cover for nepotism. To the outside world, Freemasonry is depicted as a superior working men’s club for the professional person who wants to progress in his career through membership in an elite social group. Masons allegedly show favors to each other in business deals and job applications, while the prominence of lawyers and police officers in Masonic lodges indicates to the suspicious that the course of justice could be perverted by rich men gathering in darkened lodge rooms.

      The Freemasons have responded to these allegations by denying that membership in their lodges offers any special rewards in the business or professional world. They have attempted to present a respectable image to the outside world using the argument that their Craft is not a secret society but a society with secrets. Yet despite this public relations exercise, the popular image of Freemasonry is still a group of middle-aged businessmen meeting once a month, wearing fancy dress, and performing mumbo-jumbo schoolboy rituals. In many cases, the activities of the modern Masonic lodge may be just an eccentric pantomime. If Freemasonry is so laughable, however, why, over the centuries, has it attracted some of the most brilliant minds, including leading scientists, prominent politicians, writers, intellectuals, artists, financiers, and even royalty? The answer must lie in its inner teachings that are seldom discussed in public.

      At a recent Church of England synod, a report on Freemasonry was presented to the assembled clerics and lay people for debate. Several speakers denounced Masonry as contrary to the teachings of Christianity and condemned Christians, especially clerics, who might be members. One speaker even went so far as to attack Masonry as “blasphemous” because he claimed its central initiation ritual, which involves a symbolic death and rebirth enactment, was a travesty of the Christian belief 
in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. Since its inception, Freemasonry has been the target of Christian wrath, although later in this book it will be revealed that the Roman Catholic Church itself has been infiltrated by agents of the secret societies.

      Why should Christians be so critical of Freemasonry, apart from the obvious reason that the Church is opposed to any alternative belief system that might threaten its spiritual monopoly? Again, the answer to this question lies in the “secrets” of Freemasonry. If these were readily available to the general public, it is doubtful that their meaning would be understood by those who were not versed in the doctrines of occultism and ancient religion. In fact, it is doubtful that many of the ordinary lodge members understand what Freemasonry’s secrets represent. In the inner circle of Masonry, among those who have obtained higher degrees of initiation, there are initiates who understand that they are the inheritors of an ancient and pre-Christian tradition handed down from pagan times. The medieval Masons inherited this secret tradition in the form of symbolic teachings expressing spiritual truths. These teachings originated in the pagan mysteries that were followed in the ancient world.

      To understand these secret teachings—which also places into a spiritual context the involvement of the medieval secret societies in international politics—it is necessary to examine the alleged origins of Freemasonry in the pre-Christian period. The information about these origins is preserved in the writings of Masonic historians, in the theories put forward by occultists who have investigated the symbolism of Freemasonry, and in the academic accounts of the pagan religions that influenced the medieval esoteric tradition.

      Historically, it is known that speculative (versus operative) Freemasonry developed from the early medieval guilds of masons who built the Gothic cathedrals of Europe. The guilds these craftsmen formed operated as mutual self-help groups similar to modern trade unions. Members used secret symbols—the so-called masons’ marks found in old churches, passwords, and a special handshake—so they could recognize each other. It is generally believed in occult circles that these medieval stonemasons had inherited esoteric knowledge from their pagan antecedents and incorporated this knowledge into the sacred architecture of the cathedrals. When the lodges of speculative Freemasonry were founded in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries from these operative medieval guilds, this knowledge was transformed into the symbolism, which today forms the basis of Masonic ritual.

      Medieval associations of masons could involve up to seven hundred members who made contracts with the Church to build cathedrals and monasteries. It is believed that one particular masonic building association originated in Cologne in the thirteenth century and utilized initiation ceremonies that granted entry to its members who were called free masons. Eventually these operative masonic lodges accepted outsiders, provided they could prove themselves to be men of learning or ones who held high social position. By the end of the sixteenth century, the lodges of working masons had largely dispersed and were replaced by those of speculative Freemasonry, with its emphasis on the esoteric symbolism of the Craft as a metaphor for spiritual progress and enlightenment.

      Although the medieval masons were down-to-earth artisans, they also possessed a mythical framework to explain the origins of their trade. The operative masons divided all available knowledge into seven liberal arts and sciences. These were classified as grammar or correct speech, rhetoric or the application of grammar, dialectics or distinguishing truth from falsehood, arithmetic or accurate reckoning, geometry or the measurement of the earth, music, and astronomy. Of all these arts and sciences, the stonemasons regarded geometry as the most important.

      According to their beliefs, geometry had been taught by a pre-Flood patriarch named Lamech. He had three sons: One invented geometry, another was the first mason, and the third was a blacksmith who was the first human to work with precious metals. In common with Noah, Lamech was warned by Jehovah of the impending flood caused by the wickedness of humanity and the interference in world affairs by the Watchers or Fallen Angels. Lamech and his sons decided to preserve their knowledge in two stone pillars so that future generations would discover it.

      One of these pillars was discovered by Hermes Trismegistus, or Thrice Greatest, known to the Greeks as the god Hermes and to the ancient Egyptians as the ibis-headed scribe of the god Thoth (pronounced Tehuti). The so-called Emerald Tablet of Hermes is said to contain the essence of the lost wisdom from before the days of the biblical Flood. According to occult sources, this tablet was discovered in a cave by the mystic Apollonius of Tyana, who was regarded by the early Church as a rival to Jesus. The first published version of the Emerald Tablet dates from an Arabic source of the eighth century CE, and it was not translated into Latin in Europe until the thirteenth century.

      Yet the myth of Hermetic wisdom had a profound effect on the gnostics, who were heretical Christians in direct conflict with the early Church for attempting to fuse paganism with the new faith. They also claimed to possess the secret teachings of Jesus, which he divulged only to his inner circle of disciples. These teachings had been censored from the authorized version of the Christian scriptures approved by the Church councils, which met to decide the structure and dogma of early Christianity. Gnostic philosophy emerged in a different form in medieval Europe in the rise of the heretical Christian movement of the Cathars and the chivalric Order of the Knights Templar. The Hermetic tradition provided the spiritual inspiration for many secret societies in the Middle Ages, and its influence can be discerned in both speculative Freemasonry and Rosicrucianism.

      In the Masonic tradition, it is said that stonemasons were first organized into a corporate body during the building of the Tower of Babel. According to Genesis 11:4–6, the concept of this tower was to reach up to heaven and contact God. The fall of the Tower of Babel destroyed the common language spoken by humanity and ended the second Golden Age that followed the Flood. The architect of the tower was King Nimrod of Babylon, who was a stonemason and who is described in the Bible as “a mighty hunter.” He provided his cousin, the king of Ninevah, with sixty masons to assist in the construction of his cities. On their departure from Nimrod’s land, they were told to remain steadfastly true to each other, avoid dissensions at any cost, live in harmony, and serve their lord as their master on earth. According to popular belief, the Hebrews received their knowledge of masonry from the Babylonians and introduced it to Egypt when they were taken into slavery. In Egypt this knowledge was influenced by the mysteries and the occult traditions of the pyramid builders, who were versed in the techniques of sacred geometry.

      The key to the pagan origins of Freemasonry lies in the symbolic story related to candidates for initiation into the three degrees of Masonry, known as Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craftsman, and Master Mason. In Masonic lore, the basis of this legend is the semimythical story of the construction of King Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. This building was regarded as the repository of ancient occult wisdom and symbolism by both the Freemasons and the Order of the Knights Templar.

      King David initiated the building of the temple at Jerusalem, and after his death, his son Solomon completed the task. To build the edifice, King Solomon imported stonemasons, artists, and craftsmen from neighboring countries. Specifically, he sent a message to the king of Tyre asking if he could hire the services of the king’s master builder, Hiram Abiff, who was skilled in geometry. Hiram was a widow’s son who had trained as a craftsman working in brass. Because of Hiram’s artistic talents, Solomon appointed him chief architect and master mason of the temple to be built in Jerusalem.

      Hiram completed the temple in a period of seven years (this number is especially significant in occult tradition and Masonry), but this achievement was overshadowed by his mysterious and violent death. At noon one day, as the other stonemasons were resting on their midday break, Hiram visited the temple to check on the progress of the work, which was nearly finished. As he entered the porch of the temple, passing through the entrance flanked by the two pillars at the gateway, Hiram was approached by one of his fellow workers, who demanded from Hiram the secret of the master mason’s word. Hiram refused to provide this secret information, telling the worker that he would receive it in good time once he had progressed further in his career. The mason was not satisfied with this answer and struck Hiram a blow that made him stumble, dazed and bleeding, to the second gate of the temple. There he was accosted by a second mason who asked the same question, and when no answer was forthcoming this man also hit him. Hiram staggered to the third (western) entrance of the temple, where another mason lay in wait. The process was repeated, and this time the chief architect died from the third blow.

      The three renegade masons carried Hiram’s body from the temple to the top of a nearby hill, where they dug a shallow grave and buried him. They marked the grave with an acacia tree, and in the afternoon returned to work as normal. When Hiram was found to be missing, a search party was organized, but it was fifteen days before his corpse was discovered. Solomon was informed and ordered that Hiram’s body should be exhumed and reburied with a full religious ceremony and the honors due a craftsman of his rank. The three assassins were eventually exposed, tried, and put to death for their crime.

      If this legend is examined in relation to the religious circumstances during the reign of Solomon, some interesting facts arise that provide insights into the hidden pagan symbolism of Freemasonry. First, during the time Solomon was on the throne of Israel, Tyre was renowned as a center of goddess worship. Although Solomon is generally seen as a leading devotee of Yahweh (or Jehovah), he had a lengthy correspondence with the pagan king of Tyre and requested that that this king send his master builder, who must have been engaged in erecting temples dedicated to the worship of the great goddess, to help him design and build his temple to Yahweh.

      A careful reading of the Herbrew scriptures reveals that when the Hebrews resettled in Canaan after their escape from slavery in Egypt, the worship of their tribal god, Yahweh, was strongly resisted by the indigenous inhabitants, who revered the fertility goddess Aserah, or Astarte, and her male consort. The situation when the worship of Jehovah was introduced into Canaan can be compared to the early medieval period in Europe, when the Roman missionaries tried to convert the heathen tribes, and to nineteenth-century Africa, when white settlers forced Christianity on the natives. It is also obvious from discrepancies in the Hebrew Creation myth recorded in Genesis that early Judaism was heavily influenced by the pagan beliefs of the nomadic tribes, who were the ancestors of the Israelites. In establishing the religion of Yahweh, the patriarchs of the Hebrew scriptures drew upon the rich structure of mythology that existed in neighboring countries, including Sumeria and Babylon. In particular, the myths of the Garden of Eden and the Flood can be identified as foreign imports grafted onto the Judaic belief system.

      It was only through the militant campaigns of a small elite of patriarchal priests, who, for the most part, but not always, were supported by the monarchy and the ruling class, that Yahwehism became the dominant religion of ancient Israel. It was resisted by the common people, who were supported by heretic members of the establishment. The conflict that this caused can still be detected in Orthodox Judaism in which the Supreme Creator is represented as neither male nor female. One medieval Jewish philosopher stated, “God is not a body nor can bodily attributes be ascribed to him [sic] and He has no likeness at all.” Despite this attempt to present Divinity as an abstract entity, the majority of Jewish rabbis regarded Yahweh as masculine in nature. His alternative title of Adonai, which is translated as “Lord,” confirms this belief.

      It is only in the secret teachings of the mystical system known as the kabbalah, which is the esoteric doctrine of the Judaic religion, that the ancient concept of an androgynous deity survives in the feminine image of the Shekinah, or “bride of God.” In Jewish synagogues, the Shekinah is welcomed at sunset on a Friday evening in prayers to celebrate the beginning of the Sabbath. In these prayers, the Shekinah is welcomed as the bride of God. The kabbalists teach that only through her can Creation be manifested. This idea is reinforced by the folk belief that the Shekinah materializes unseen over the marriage bed on the wedding night. This suggests a relic of ancient fertility rites performed in honor of a goddess.

      Ancient memories of goddess worship also survive in the Jewish myth of the she-demon Lilith, who inspired sexual desires in men by sending them erotic dreams. In kabbalistic teachings, Lilith was the first wife of Adam, before Eve, and taught him the arts of magical enchantment. From their illicit union was spawned the elemental realm of elves, fairies, and gnomes according to occult lore. She abandoned the first man after he refused to allow her to take the dominant position when they made love. Lilith was not originally a demonic figure but can be traced back to a Sumerian goddess called the Lady of Beasts, who was depicted in the form of an owl. Lilith symbolizes the dark aspect of the great goddess of the old pagan religions in her femme fatale or enchantress form. This aspect of the feminine has always been rejected by patriarchal cultures whose sexual puritanism transformed it into a demonic symbol because they were incapable of handling the potent erotic energies associated with it.

      Initially, the worship of the fertility deities of Canaan was an integral part of Judaic religion. The goddess Aserah, or Astarte, her consort El, and their son Baal—meaning “lord”—were widely venerated. Effigies of the goddess were erected all over Israel as described in the Hebrew scriptures books of Kings, Chronicles, Judges, Deuteronomy, Exodus, and Micah. Gideon is recorded as having destroyed an altar to Baal on the command of an angel ( Judges 6:25–31) and there are references to the worship of a fertility god and goddess at altars erected in the temple at Jerusalem.

      How does Solomon feature in this tradition of goddess worship? During the Middle Ages, the Hebrew king gained an infamous reputation as a master magician who could raise elemental spirits. In fact, several grimoires, or magical workbooks, were either named after him (e.g., 
The Key of Solomon) or credited to his authorship. He was generally regarded as a powerful magus, healer, and exorcist. Today, some born-again Christians denounce him as a devil-worshipper who led the Israelites away from the true God. In the apocryphal Book of Wisdom, written in the first century BCE, Solomon is quoted as saying, “God gave me true knowledge of things as they are; an understanding of the structure of the world and the way in which the elements work, the beginning and the end of eras and what lies between . . . the cycles of the year and the constellations . . . the thoughts of men . . . the power of spirits . . . the virtues of roots . . . I learned it all, secret and manifest.”

      In addition to his magical attributes and occult powers, Solomon is regarded by some authorities as a secret worshipper of the goddess. The king’s conversion to paganism and his worship of strange gods are blamed on his marriages to foreign princesses, who introduced their religious customs to his court (1 Kings 11:1–8). There is also speculation that the legendary queen of Sheba introduced the heretic king to the occult doctrines of her land (situated either in East Africa or Arabia). She not only brought camels loaded with spices, gold, and precious stones when she visited Solomon but also included in her entourage priests who allegedly initiated the Jewish monarch into the mysteries of her pagan religion based on sun worship.

      In the Hebrew scriptures (1 Kings 3:3) it is said of Solomon that “he sacrificed and burned incense in high places.” These were the sites of shrines dedicated to the worship of the great goddess. The available evidence suggests that during the 370-year history of the original temple at Jerusalem, the structure was wholly or partly used for goddess worship for two hundred years. When one of Yahweh’s prophets denounced Solomon’s waywardness and rejected him in favor of a young man called Jeroboam, who became the new king (1 Kings 11:29–40), the worship of pagan gods briefly abated. In 1 Kings 23:4–7 it is recorded that the high priest Hilkaih destroyed the shrines to the goddess Astarte that the old king had erected all over Israel.

      Unfortunately for the Yahwehists, the choice of Jeroboam to be the new religious leader of Israel was a miscalculation. The young man soon reverted to the worship of the pagan bull god (1 Kings 12:33) and was disgraced. The cult of goddess worship was further reinforced by the arrival in Israel of Princess Jezebel, the original “scarlet woman” who was the daughter of the king of Sidon and a priestess of the old pagan faith. Jezebel’s image as a shameless hussy evidently stems from the explicit sexuality of the rites she performed to the goddess, which horrified the puritanical priests of Yahweh. Under the influence of Jezebel, her husband, King Ahab of Israel, built an altar to Baal and a sacred grove to the goddess (1 Kings 16:30–33). It is said that 850 priests of Baal and Astarte were entertained at a lavish banquet organized by the new queen, who worshipped Astarte. In the streets of Jerusalem sacred fires were lit, spiced honey cakes were baked, libations of wine were poured on the ground, and incense was burned as a sacrificial offering to the fertility goddess. Eventually, Jezebel was overthrown by the worshippers of Yahweh because of her erotic excesses, and she was killed. Goddess worship survived for many years, however, and when Josiah began his crusade to restore Yahwehism, he first had to destroy the shrines and altars erected by the common people to the old gods (2 Kings 23:4–15).

      The goddess-worshipping Solomon had sent to Tyre, a center of pagan worship, for Hiram Abiff, the master builder, to become his chief architect for the temple in Jerusalem. Hiram, however, was murdered at the conclusion of the building work, as described earlier, which suggests a ritual killing or human sacrifice. Because Hiram was the designer of pagan temples, it seems probable that he incorporated elements of pagan symbolism into the architecture of Solomon’s temple. In fact, the building was constructed in a pagan style that was used widely in the Middle East for sacred shrines; it included a vestibule, a nave, and an inner sanctuary with two pillars guarding its entrance.

      The main entrance of the temple was of primary symbolic importance, for it was flanked by two pillars, historically known as Jachin and Boaz. They formed the framework to the outer court or porch of the temple where, according to legend, the stonemasons who built the edifice gathered to hold their meetings. It has been suggested that these two pillars were placed there to imitate the obelisks that were erected at the gateways of Egyptian temples. The most famous of these were erected on the orders of Pharaoh Thothmes III at Heliopolis, or the City of the Sun, in the fifteenth century BCE. These pillars, called Cleopatra’s Needles for some unknown reason, can be found today on the embankment of the River Thames in London and in Central Park in New York. The symbols on the base of the American obelisk have been tentatively identified as masonic signs. Thothmes III is regarded by some modern occultists as the legendary founder of the Order of the Rosy Cross.

      The twin pillars in front of Solomon’s temple also have similarities to traditional Canaanite fertility symbols. The temples dedicated to the goddess in Tyre are said to have featured stone pillars of phallic design at their entrances. These pillars were the focus of fertility rites performed in honor of Astarte at her special festivals. Connections have also been made between these pillars and the monoliths used by Lamech and his sons to preserve their ancient knowledge in the hieroglyphic symbols carved on their surfaces. Kabbalists identify them as symbols of the masculine and feminine principles by which the universe came into manifestation, as expressed by the twin pillars of the Tree of Life symbol. It is also agreed by both occultists and Freemasons that these two pillars represent the male and female energies that are the basis of Creation. Their position on either side of the entrance to the temple, which was dedicated to the goddess, suggests that this gateway may represent the female labia. In ancient religious belief the temples of the goddess—whether Astarte, Ishtar, or Isis—were designed to be symbolic of the female body and this was reflected in their sacred architecture.

      The most important part of Solomon’s temple was the inner sanctum or holy of holies. This symbolized the womb of the goddess and was the repository of the Ark of the Covenant, which contained the sacred laws of the Hebrew race given to Moses on Mount Sinai by Yahweh. Only the high priests were allowed to enter the inner sanctum, where the Ark, made of gold and shittimwood, was kept. The lid of the Ark was a gold plate on which knelt effigies of the mythical guardians of the Covenant known as the cherubim. They faced each other and had large wings that arched over the Ark. This was the mercy seat upon which the God of Israel allegedly descended to communicate with his high priest.

      According to Professor Raphael Ktav in his book The Hebrew Goddess, the cherubim who guarded the Ark of the Covenant in the temple were in the shape of naked female figures with wings. The word 
cherubim means “messenger” and in Hebrew mythology refers to an intermediary of divine origin who acts as a go-between for humanity and God. The two cherubim in the holy of holies were described by the Jewish mystic Philo, writing in the first century CE, as symbols of the dual nature of God and the male and female principles of Creation. Philo regarded the deity worshipped by the ancient Hebrews as androgynous—that is, having both male and female characteristics. According to one account, one of the cherubim was male and the other was female.
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        Solomon’s temple (a nineteenth-century illustration from a Rosicrucian source)
      

      If Hiram Abiff was a pagan worshipper of the goddess and was responsible for designing her temples in Tyre, what was the significance of his ritual murder at the hands of his fellow masons in Jerusalem? In the ancient rites of the goddess, the ritual death or sacrifice of her consort or a priest representing him features prominently. This sacrificial element in goddess worship was widespread in the Middle East and would have been well known to the Israelites. With this sacrificial aspect is also found the myth of the resurrection of the dying god, which is present in the legend of Hiram Abiff in his burial and exhumation. The best-known example of this myth, in a pagan religious context, is the story of Isis and Osiris in ancient Egypt, which had a profound effect on the development of the pagan mysteries in the classical world and it also influenced early Christianity.

      In Egyptian mythology, Isis and Osiris are represented as the earliest rulers of the Nile delta in primeval times. During their reign, Egypt flourished because the two deities civilized the land and its people, who had previously been savage barbarians addicted to cannibalism and perverted sexual practices. Isis and Osiris introduced a legal code, agriculture, the arts and crafts, temples, and the correct worship of the gods. Because of these deeds, the Egyptian people adored their rulers and worshipped them as divine beings.

      Osiris, however, had a rival and enemy, his twin brother Set (or Typhon, meaning “insolence” or “pride” in Greek). Set wanted to rule the country and constantly plotted against the royal family. While Osiris was abroad and Isis ruled alone, Set plotted with seventy-two fellow conspirators to kill the king on his return. He had secretly measured Osiris’s body and made a special chest that fit the king perfectly. When Osiris returned, Set invited the king to a welcoming feast. Isis warned her husband not to go, but Osiris only laughed and said he had nothing to fear from his weak brother.

      At the feast, everyone present admired the jeweled chest made by Set. He said that he would give it as a present to the person whose body fit it. One after another the guests tried, but they were the wrong size. Finally, Osiris climbed into the chest and Set and his co-plotters slammed down the lid, nailed it shut, and sealed it with molten lead. Then they threw the casket into the Nile.

      When Isis heard the news of her husband’s murder, she was grief stricken. According to Egyptian beliefs, the body of a dead person had to be buried with the correct funeral rites or else the soul would wander the earth for eternity. Isis set out on a quest to find the body of Osiris, and she traveled up and down the Nile, asking everyone she met if they had seen the chest. Eventually, some children told her they had seen the coffin at the mouth of the river, floating out to sea. The queen discovered that it had been washed up on the shores of Byblos in Syria, where it had become entangled in the branches of a tamarisk tree. The king of Byblos cut down the tree, not realizing that the coffin of Osiris was embedded in the trunk, and made a pillar from it to support the roof of his palace.

      When Isis found out what had happened, she sailed to Byblos and by deception became a nurse in the royal household, serving the queen of the land who was named Astarte. This, of course, was also the name of the fertility goddess worshipped at Tyre, Sidon, and in Canaan by the Israelites. Through her friendship with the young queen, Isis persuaded the king to cut open the tree, which released the body of Osiris. She took the corpse of her husband back to Egypt, and the tamarisk tree pillar then became an object of worship in Byblos.

      On her return to Egypt, Isis left the chest in a safe place while she went off to find her son, the hawk-headed solar god Horus. Set, however, had heard of the queen’s return and, while out hunting, had discovered where the chest was hidden. In his rage he dismembered the body of Osiris and scattered it in fourteen pieces all over Egypt. When Isis was told of this further outrage, she traveled all over the land to retrieve the parts of Osiris, 
and every time she found a part of the body, she erected a shrine to mark the 
place. Each of these sacred sites was on a hill, and the burial spots were 
marked by a tree to signify that Osiris had risen from the dead. The fourteenth part of Osiris’s body—his penis—was never found because it had been swallowed by a fish. Isis made a gold replica of her husband’s organ and buried it at Mendes, where there was a temple dedicated to the worship of a ram or goat god. In medieval times, the devil was sometimes called the goat of Mendes because it was believed that at his temple bizarre rituals were performed involving naked priestesses undertaking the sex act with goats. In addition, in the medieval witch trials it was alleged that women had intercourse with the devil, who appeared in the shape of a ram or goat.

      Osiris became the focus of the cult of resurrection in dynastic Egypt, and his devotees believed that by worshipping him they would attain eternal life. Because Osiris had introduced barley and corn to Egypt, his major religious festival coincided with the gathering of the harvest and he became recognized as a god of vegetation who died in the autumn and was reborn in the spring. His myth therefore has similarities to that of other Middle Eastern fertility gods such as Adonis, Attis, and Dionysius.

      Osiris was also credited with introducing the vine and grapes into Egypt. Likewise, in the Greek mysteries Dionysius, or Bacchus, was worshipped as the patron god of the vineyard, and he was often depicted simply as a bearded face carved on a tree or represented by a pillar decorated with a bearded mask surrounded by leaves. These representations are similar to the foliate masks said to represent the English folklore character Jack-in-the-Green or the Green Man that can be seen in pre-Reformation churches. We can also compare these images to those in the story of Osiris’s body entangled in the branches of a tree that is later worshipped as a sacred cult object.

      Dionysius and Osiris both have links to the cult of Adonis, whose worship was widespread throughout the Middle East in ancient times. Adonis was revered by the Semitic peoples of Babylonia and Syria and was originally known as Tammuz, but this name was changed to Adonis, which means “lord” and has obvious linguistic connections to the Jewish Adonai used to describe one of the aspects of Yahweh. According to legend, Adonis or Tammuz was born at midnight on December 24 and burst into life from the trunk of a tree. Both these events suggest parallels to Osiris, Jesus, and the Green Man. Tammuz was a boy-god and the consort of the Babylonian goddess of love and war, Ishtar, who was revered by the Sumerians as Nanna and by the Canaanites as Astarte. Ishtar was identified with the moon and the “morning star,” Venus (the symbol associated with the rebel angel Lucifer in the Judeo-Christian Bible, who was later misidentified as Satan or the devil), and she features in the Babylonian myth of the Flood borrowed by the Hebrews.

      In the myth of Tammuz and lshtar, the young god is Ishtar’s lover and he is killed by a wild boar and transported to the underworld. Mourning her loss, the goddess travels to the land of the dead in an attempt to recover her lost consort. While she is away, the crops fail, the cattle become sterile, and men and women lose the ability to make love. At each of the seven gates of the underworld, the goddess is forced to remove an item of clothing until, naked and defenseless, she finally enters the realm of the dead. As a result of her plea to the rulers of the underworld, Tammuz is reborn. Ishtar returns to earth and the fertility of the land is restored.

      The worship of the fertility god Tammuz as practiced in the vicinity of the temple in Jerusalem is mentioned by Ezekiel, the prophet of the Hebrew scriptures. Describing a vision given to him by Yahweh, the prophet says in Ezekiel 8:14, “Then He brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord’s house [Solomon’s temple] which was toward the north; and behold there sat women weeping for Tammuz.” He then goes on to describe a group of men standing within the temple precincts facing the east and worshipping the sun in the manner of the pagans.

      The myths of Osiris, Dionysius, and Adonis-Tammuz contain the key elements of death, rebirth, and fertility. These elements, together with the role of each of the men as a consort of the great mother goddess, are central to any understanding of the legend of Hiram Abiff, the pagan origins of Freemasonry, and the Utopian vision that forms the political ideal of those occult fraternities that are based on Masonic ideals. According to ancient accounts, the ruler of Tyre was also called Hiram and was said to have been a priest-king of the cult of Adonis. In accordance with the religious beliefs of the time, this priest-king was sacrificed to the goddess when he became too old to represent Tammuz in the annual festival dedicated to the god. On his death, the king’s soul allegedly passed into the body of his son or the chosen replacement, who then ruled as the priest-king in his place. Is it possible that Hiram Abiff was the son of the priest-king of Tammuz? He is certainly referred to as the son of the widow (the mourning goddess), and this title was adopted by medieval masons to describe themselves.

      In the kabbalistic traditions describing the building of Solomon’s temple, it is said that the craftsmen who came from Tyre were paid in corn, wine, and oil. These were the sacrificial offerings associated with the fertility cults of the dying gods such as Osiris and Adonis. The same traditions relate how Solomon carried King Hiram of Tyre off to hell by evoking a demon. When the king returned, he told Solomon all that he had seen and learned in the infernal kingdom. The rabbis suggest this was the true source of Solomon’s wisdom. It is possible that this story means that the Hebrew king became a pupil of Hiram and was instructed by him in the mysteries of the goddess Ishtar or Astarte and her descent into the underworld. There are references in the lengthy correspondence between the two kings consisting of riddles Solomon had to solve. This suggests that some secret information or esoteric knowledge was being transferred to the Hebrew monarch in a coded form.

      Early Masonic historians regarded Hiram Abiff as a symbolic representative of Osiris, the god of death and rebirth. Hiram is slain at the west gate of the temple, which is where the sun sets. In Egyptian mythology, the underworld, or Halls of Amenti ruled by Osiris as the lord of the dead, is situated beyond the western ocean. Traditionally, the god rises from the dead in the north, and in Egyptian mythology this direction is ruled astrologically by the zodiac sign of Leo the lion. In the third degree of Freemasonry, the candidate representing Hiram Abiff is symbolically raised from the dead by a special Masonic handshake known as the lion’s grip.

      In both the Masonic and Egyptian mysteries, the resurrected “god” is buried on a hill in a tomb marked by a tree. Osiris was also called the Lord of the Acacia Tree—and this was the same tree planted on the grave of Hiram Abiff by his three assassins. In Canaan the worship of the goddess Astarte involved trees and pillars erected in sacred groves and on hills as symbols of her divinity. In Royal Arch Masonry the candidate for initiation is informed that the sacred name of God is really Jebalon. This name has been deciphered as a coded reference to the two major gods of the Middle Eastern fertility cults—Osiris and Baal—combined with the Hebrew tribal god Jehovah. In Masonry, God is also referred to as the Great Architect of the Universe, which signifies the importance of sacred geometry in the design of sacred buildings based on the Hermetic axiom of “As above, so below.” This axiom imparts the ancient philosophy that the material plane of existence is a mirror reflection of the spiritual realm.

      The political aspirations of Freemasonry, revealed in their influence on the revolutionary movements and protosocialism of eighteenth-and nineteenth-century Europe, can be traced back to the myth of the Golden Age in predynastic Egypt during the reign of Osiris and Isis and, before the Flood, to the Babylonian and Hebrew myths of Creation. In the legend of Osiris, the god-king is a civilizing influence in a land inhabited by primitive savages who had no concept of morality or law. The priesthood of Osiris was the heir to a political Utopia expressed through spiritual symbols. It is this vision that was shared by the secret societies of medieval Europe, which were associated with the rise of Freemasonry and the political doctrine that was at its center.

      Occult tradition alleges that Hiram Abiff was secretly a member of an ancient society known as the Dionysian Artificers, who first appeared around 1000 BCE, when the temple in Jerusalem was being erected. They took their name from the Greek god, possessed secret signs and passwords by which they recognized each other, were divided into chapters or lodges ruled by a master, and were dedicated to helping the poor. They established lodges in all the Mediterranean lands and their influence spread as far east as India. With the rise of the Roman Empire, Dionysian lodges were founded in central and western Europe, including the British Isles.

      The Artificers were also connected with another secret society known as the Ionians. Members of this society had settled in Asia Minor and were dedicated to the spread of civilization, especially in its Greek form, to what they regarded as the barbarian world. Allegedly, the Ionians were responsible for the famous temple of the goddess Diana at Ephesus. Architects from this society traveled from Tyre with members of the Dionysian Artificers to work on Solomon’s temple. Later, the Artificers called themselves the Sons of Solomon and used as their trademark Solomon’s magical seal: two interlaced triangles representing the union of the male and female energies. The Artificers who settled in Israel founded the Cassidens, who were a guild of craftsmen skilled in the repair of religious buildings. This new sect was allegedly instrumental in the foundation of the mystical Jewish group known as the Essenes, who have become famous through the modern discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. In the esoteric tradition, Jesus of Nazareth is said to have been an Essene and there are allegedly connections between this group and the medieval Knights Templar.

      The Dionysian Artificers believed that the temples they built had to be constructed by the principles of sacred geometry reflecting the divine plan of God. By the use of symmetry, measurement, and proportion the Artificers constructed religious buildings to represent the human body as a symbol of the universe. Their theory of architecture was based on Hermetic philosophy and the pantheistic belief in the holistic unity between the universe and God. They also promoted the political ideal of a Utopia on earth expressed in symbolic form. Humanity was the ashlar, or crude block of stone, that the master mason or Grand Architect (God) was constantly molding and polishing to transform it into an object of perfection. The hammer and chisel of the mason became symbolic of the cosmic forces that shaped the spiritual destiny of humankind. In eighteenth-century speculative Masonry, the hammer or gavel was a symbol of divine power. It was used to measure the hallowed precincts of the lodge, which was as far as the grand master could throw the hammer in any direction.

      The Roman architect and master builder Vitrivius, born in the first century CE, was influenced by the Dionysian Artificers. His theories formed the basis for much of the architecture of the Roman Empire, and, with the rediscovery of classical knowledge in the sixteenth century, they also had an impact on the greatest architects of the Renaissance. Vitrivius’s concept of the magical theater, representing the microcosmos of the world as a symbol of the macrocosmos of the universe, was repeated in William Shakespeare’s famous phrase “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players . . .” and the naming of the Globe Theatre. It has been claimed that Shakespeare was a Rosicrucian initiate, and if he was, he would have been familiar with the ideas of Vitrivius and the Dionysian Artificers.

      In the Masonic tradition, the emperor Caesar Augustus is named as the patron of the masons in ancient Rome and is said to have been grand master of the Roman College of Architects. This society was organized into guilds with symbols based on the tools of the mason’s trade such as the plumb line, the square, compasses, and the level. The college had initiation rituals involving the pagan myth of death and rebirth that are familiar from the Egyptian and Greek mysteries. A temple built and used by the college was unearthed at Pompeii, which was destroyed by the volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 71 CE. Among the symbols discovered in the temple were the double triangle of Solomon, the black and white tracing board (first used by the Dionysian Artificers), the human skull, the plumb line, the pilgrim’s staff, and the ragged robe. All these later emerged as significant symbols used in the lodges of medieval masonry and speculative Freemasonry.

      The traditions of the Roman College of Architects appear to have been passed onto the Order of Comacine Masters, which flourished during the reign of the emperors Constantine and Theodosius in the fourth century CE, when Christianity was emerging as the dominant religion of the Roman Empire. According to its founding legend, the order was started by ex-members of the Roman College of Architects who were forced to flee from the barbarians when Rome was sacked. They set up their new headquarters on the island of Comacini in Lake Como, and in 643 CE, they were placed under the patronage of the king of Lombardy, who gave to the order control over all the masons and architects in Italy. The Comacine Order was divided into lodges ruled by grand masters and its members wore white aprons and gloves and recognized each other by secret signs and passwords.

      The order was responsible for the Lombardic and Romanesque styles of architecture and can be seen as the link between the architects and masons who built the pagan temples and the master builders who erected the Gothic cathedrals of western Europe in the Christian Middle Ages. There is evidence that the Comacini masons traveled all over Europe and, according to the historian Bede, even reached Anglo-Saxon England, where they were responsible for building a church in Northumbria.

      Although the masons who built the medieval churches and cathedrals were nominally Christian, the profusion of heathen symbols and images in these ancient buildings indicates many of them were still pagan at heart. Reference has been made earlier to the Green Man images found in old churches, but other pagan symbols can also be found, including the Sheela-na-gig, which are crude representations of the naked female form in the shape of women with their legs open to display their cunni. They have been identified as images of the pagan goddess of fertility worshipped in Celtic times and were believed to have been placed on churches to ward off evil spirits. Other carvings found in medieval churches depict monks and priests in sexual poses with wanton young girls, performing homosexual acts, or wearing the heads of animals.

      Along with their pagan religious beliefs, the medieval masonic guilds also held radical political views advanced for their age, which they expressed freely and with some conviction. In common with their pagan antecedents, the masons were promoters of a Utopian vision of humanity’s future. In a period when feudalism was just another name for slavery, the guilds of artisans organized themselves into mutual self-help groups that preached the virtues of democracy and the rights of the individual several hundred years before these goals would be achieved by the common people.

      This public image of protective associations that used their powers to promote fair-trading and business ethics concealed the fact that the Freemasons were a secret society with pagan origins that promoted political opinions that were regarded as extreme. In accordance with the esoteric doctrine concealed in the symbolism surrounding the building of Solomon’s temple, the Freemasons believed it was their spiritual duty to perfect the temple of the human body as a representation of the Divine. The occult initiates who were the real power behind the secret societies knew that to achieve their aim, they had to use the political system, and in the twelfth century they began to put their plan into operation.
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