
[image: Cover-Image]






ROCKHOUNDING

Texas

A Guide to the State’s Best Rockhounding Sites

Martin Freed and Ruta Vaskys

[image: ]



[image: ]




An imprint of Globe Pequot, the trade division of
The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

4501 Forbes Blvd., Ste. 200

Lanham, MD 20706

www.rowman.com

Falcon and FalconGuides are registered trademarks and Make Adventure Your Story is a trademark of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK

Copyright © 2023 The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

Photos by Martin Freed and Ruta Vaskys unless otherwise noted
 Maps by Melissa Baker, The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information available

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

ISBN 978-1-4930-6753-4 (paper: alk. paper)

ISBN 978-1-4930-6754-1 (electronic)

[image: ] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.


The authors and The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.








Contents

Introduction	vii

Hazards and Precautions	x

Where You Are Allowed and Not Allowed to Collect	xviii

Rockhounding Ethics	xix

How to Use This Book	xx

Texas Rockhounding Divisions	xxiii

East Texas 

1. Sabine River Woods	2

2. Ayish Bayou Chalcedony	6

3. Cassels-Boykin Park Jasper, Petrified Wood, and Agate	9

4. Trinity Wood	11

5. Lake L Drive Wood and Jasper	14

6. Crockett Petrified Wood and Palm Wood	16

7. Marquez Kosse Fossils	18

8. Lake Somerville Jasper, Flint, and Petrified Wood	20

9. Ledbetter Jasper and Petrified Wood	24

10. Waldeck and Roundtop Chalcedony	26

11. La Grange Petrified Wood and Jasper	29

12. Smithville Petrified Wood and Jasper	32

13. North Sulphur River Ladonia Fossil Park	34

Central Texas 

14. Hubbard Creek Reservoir Hematite	38

15. Cisco Marine Fossils	42

16. Mineral Wells Fossil Park	44

17. Cool Marine Fossils	47

18. Carter Road 51 Marine Fossils	49

19. Weatherford Marine Fossils	51

20. Hood County Fossils	53

21. Granbury Marine Fossils	55

22. Meridian Fossils	57

23. TX 22 Fossils aka Rudist Crystal Reef	60

24. Clifton Fossils	62

25. North of MoundFossils	64

26. US 84 Picnic Area Fossils	67

27. South of Evant, US 281 Fossils	70

28. Lampasas Marine Fossils	73

29. Colorado River Fossils	77

30. Bend Flint and Jasper	80

31. Cherokee Patterned Chalcedony	83

32. Llanite Granite	85

33. Llano River Flint and Llanite	88

34. Marble Falls Chalcedony	90

35. Johnson City Flint	92

36. Stonewall City Flint	95

37. Fredericksburg Flint and Agate	97

38. US 87 Agate and Flint	99

39. US 87 Picture Rock	102

40. Mason Quartz	105

41. Mason Flint Nodules and Picture Rock	107

42. San Saba River Ranch Picnic Area	109

43. Brady Marine Fossils	112

44. TX 71 Marine Fossils	115

45. Fly Gap Road Crystals	118

46. Kerrville Flint and Agate	121

47. Bandera Marine Fossils	125

48. Bandera Chocolate Agate	128

49. Hondo Chocolate Agate and Flint	131

South Texas

50. Tilden Petrified Wood	134

51. Frio River Petrified Wood	137

52. TX 72 Petrified Wood and Agate	139

53. Texas Farm Road 99 Agate, Flint, and Petrified Wood 	142

54. Recreation Road 7 Flint and Jasper 	144

55. Farm Road 437 Flint, Jasper, and Petrified Wood	146

56. Whitsett Banded Limestone and Flint	148

57. Falls City Agate	150

58. Campbellton Marine Fossils	152

59. Whitsett Selenite	154

60. Three Rivers Agate	156

61. San Diego Limestone	158

62. South of Freer Agate and Petrified Wood	161

63. Falcon Heights Agate and Petrified Wood	163

64. Salineño Agate and Petrified Wood	167

65. US 83 Agate and Petrified Wood	170

66. Paradise Point Jasper, Flint, and Agate	173

67. North of Zapata Agate and Petrified Wood	176

68. South of Laredo Agate, Petrified Wood, and Jasper	179

69. Laredo US 59 Agate, Jasper, and Petrified Wood	182 

70. Bonanza Hills Petrified Wood and Jasper	185

71. US 83 Catarina Picnic Area	187

72. East of Eagle Pass Petrified Wood and Fossils	191

73. Near Quemado Petrified Wood and Fossils	193

West Texas

74. South of Del Rio Petrified Wood	196

75. Del Rio Fossils	200

76. Comstock Fossils	202

77. Pecos River Fossils	205

78. South of Dryden Petrified Wood	207

79. North of Dryden Petrified Wood 	210

80. Sanderson Petrified Wood	213

81. Los Caballos Picnic Area Sard	215

82. Persimmon Gap Selenite 	218

83. Black Gap Agate, Flint, and Jasper	221

84. Terlingua Fossils	223

85. Terlingua Calcite Crystals	226

86. Study Butte Picture Rock	228

87. North County Road Lavender Rock	231

88. TX 118 Marine Fossils	234

89. Brewster County Agate	237

90. Alpine Agate and Calcite	240

91. Fort Davis Caliche	243

92. Marfa Agate Nodules	246

93. Marfa US 90 Agate and Flint	249

94. Kilbourne Hole	252

95. Hueco Tanks Flint, Agate, and Jasper	256

96. Toyah Agate and Petrified Wood	258

97. Garden City Agate and Flint	262

98. Sterling City Flint, Agate, and Patterned Rhyolite	265

99. South of Colorado City Flint and Agate	267

Panhandle

100. Justiceburg Marine Fossils	270

101. Turkey Alabaster	273

102. Quitaque Alabaster	275

103. Mackenzie Lake	277

104. Near Clarendon Ogallala Gravels	279

105. Memphis Quartzite and Flint	281

106. Childress Banded Limestone and Quartzite	283

107. Quanah Alabaster	285

108. South of Crowell Quartzite	287

Glossary	289

About the Authors 	295












Introduction


Between the two of us, we have almost 60 years of prospecting under our belts. We have scoured the landscape from Newfoundland to Alaska to Florida to southern Mexico and everywhere in between. Over the years, guidebooks have been a valuable tool; however, they have had their shortcomings. Often they are out of date. The author might have been to the location 30 years ago, and when the reader shows up at the site, they may find a subdivision on top of the agate bed. In addition, roads change, as do landmarks. Some guides indicate that they’ve been revised, but often the changes are just the addition of a few sites, while it is apparent that the author had not revisited the locations in the previous edition.

Another gripe that we have with some guidebooks is that they often build up the reader’s expectations. They give a list of minerals that may be found, but many are rather scarce. We attempt to give the reader a realistic idea of what they may be able to find at each site by noting in the rockhounding description whether we found the materials ourselves or whether they have been reported by others. We often also state how much time we spent at a location and exactly how many pieces of each mineral we found.

Over the years we often complained about guidebooks. In fact, we griped so much that our rockhounding friends said, “Why don’t you write your own book?” So here we are writing our second rockhounding book: Rockhounding Texas.

Texas Overview

Size

Texas is a vast state. It is over 800 miles from El Paso in the west to Texarkana in the east. And over 800 miles from the Oklahoma border in the Panhandle in the north to McAllen at the mouth of the Rio Grande in the south. The state encompasses over 275,000 square miles of land.

The name Texas was taken from a Native America language of the Caddo Indians who called the region Tejas. The name came from the Spanish spelling of the Caddo word taysha, which translates to “friend” or “ally.” The original Spanish settlers knew the western Caddo peoples as “the great kingdom of Tejas.” The state flower is the bluebell, which grows in the fields of the central region resulting in a sky-blue coating that blends with the sky so that it is difficult to see where the horizon line is located. These flowers also produce a heady scent that seems to permeate the entire atmosphere. The state bird is the mockingbird, which is found statewide and can often be observed sitting in the pecan trees. The state rock is petrified palm wood, and the state gemstone is blue topaz.

Environmental Regimes

This vastness of the Lone Star State incorporates at least nine different classifications of environmental vegetative regimes. These are: the High Plains, Basins and Mountains of the Desert, the Hill Country and the Edwards Plateau, South Texas Brush Country, Piney Woods, Gulf Marshes and Prairies, Grand Prairie and Cross Timbers, Blackland Prairie, and Post Oak Belt. Each one of these environmental areas necessitates a different approach to our avocation of rockhounding.

Weather Zones

Besides size and environmental regimes, the Lone Star State sports an impressive array of weather zones. Winnie, Texas, east of Houston in the southeast part of the state receives an average of almost 60 inches of rain a year. Contrast this to the Trans Pecos Region, which includes El Paso, where the annual rainfall is about 15 inches a year.

Temperature and wind conditions also vary widely. In the Panhandle below zero Fahrenheit temperatures are common in the winter with windchills a lot lower. The flat interior regularly experiences hot summers where the thermometer soars to well over 100°F. In addition to the heat, along the south coast the humidity hovers near 100 percent sometimes for days at a time. This makes the environment even less hospitable.

Each of the above meteorological conditions offer different challenges to rock hounds.

Rockhounding Possibilities in the Lone Star State

In part because of its vastness, the state processes a great variety of treasures for rock hounds to seek out. However, the majority of the land is either private or parks. While this does inhibit rock hounds, the Lone Star State has tens of thousands of miles of public State of Texas roadways, over 71,000 in fact, and it is legal to collect along the shoulder of these rights-of-way. This offers a lot of opportunities to collect the vast variety of fossils, gemstones, and minerals found within the state.

Oil and gas dominate the mineral industry in the state. However, there are a number of other minerals that are also mined here. They include, but are not limited to, salt, silver, lead, magnesium, uranium, graphite, talc, iron ore, pink granite for building, and gypsum.

In the past there had been a number of “pay to rockhound” ranches and farms. Almost all of these have changed hands, or the folks became tired of business and do not allow it any longer. However, the status of these things changes over time, so it pays to check around if you care for this type of collecting.












Hazards and Precautions


Snakes

Although snakebite incidents are relatively rare when compared to the number of people roaming around Texas, anyone venturing into the wilderness should take certain precautions. Not all snakebites can be prevented, but a few simple steps will greatly reduce the risk:


	Know how to identify poisonous and nonvenomous species.

	Take a snakebite kit and become familiar with its use.

	Know where to go for help.

	Know the most common symptoms of a snakebite:





-bloody discharge at wound site

-fang marks

-swelling at the site of the bite

-severe localized pain and discoloration

-swollen lymph nodes near the bite

-diarrhea, burning, convulsions, fainting, and/or dizziness‌‌

The symptoms may resemble other medical conditions. Consult a physician if you think you’ve been bitten.

Treatment for snakebites: Stay calm and act quickly. Get help fast, but while waiting for assistance, do the following:


	Wash the bite with soap and water.

	Keep the bitten area lower than the heart.

	Apply a cool compress.

	Monitor breathing and heart rate.

	Remove all rings, watches, and constrictive clothing, in case of swelling.





If unable to get help within 30 minutes, the American Red Cross recommends the following:


	Apply a bandage, wrapped 2 to 4 inches above the bite, to help slow the venom. This should not cut off the flow of blood from a vein or artery—the band should be loose enough to slip a finger under it.

	
A suction device can be placed over the bite to help draw venom out of the wound without making cuts. These devices are often included in commercial snakebite kits.





Prevention: Of course, it’s best to prevent a snakebite to begin with. Take the following precautions:


	Do not harass any snake (or any other wildlife for that matter). Many bites occur as a result of someone trying to kill a snake or getting too close to it.

	Do not walk through tall grass unless absolutely necessary. Stick to the hiking paths as much as possible.





Always carry a snake stick and tussle the brush ahead of you.


	Watch where you put your hands and feet.

	Be especially cautious when rock climbing.





Most important, do not let a fear of snakes stop you from having a good time in the outdoors. Bites are very rare—just take some precautions.

Insects

The following critters are more annoying than snakes—and can be just as dangerous. Just a few simple precautions, however, can save the day.

Mosquitoes

These are the most common pests. In some areas of the state, especially the lowlands, they could carry diseases, some of which are life-threatening. However, they can be easily deterred by taking the following steps:


	Use a repellent. Many experts believe that the most effective are products that contain DEET. The higher the percentage of this ingredient, the better. If you do not want to use DEET, Natrapel works but perhaps not as well.

	Mosquitoes are most active around dusk. Staying indoors during this time will limit exposure.

	Cover as much of your skin as possible with clothing. Some people also wear head nets.





No-see-ums, or Gnats, and Other Biting Flies

If you ever have to spend a night dealing with these guys, it will be long remembered. Some call them sand fleas, as they are usually found in sandy or gravelly areas. They are small enough to pass through all but the finest screens, so make sure your tent or camper is so outfitted.

DEET works well on no-see-ums, and we have spread it on our screens with some success. Since these insects are attracted to light, it is best to do your reading before dark.

Bees

These guys can be a real hazard for some folks: those who can go into anaphylaxis shock. This is a very severe allergic reaction and can be life-threatening if not treated immediately. Even if you are not subject to this condition, a series of bee stings can be quite unpleasant to say the least.

A few simple precautions can prevent most of these interactions. Always be aware of where you are walking to. Rock hounds have a tendency to always be looking down and not ahead. That is not a very good idea. Stop and lift your head up and look around after a few steps. If you get stung, always remove the stinger as soon as possible, wash the wound with soap and water, and hold a piece of ice on the affected area. If needed, take an over-the-counter pain reliever; and if an arm or leg is affected, elevate it.

Arachnids

Ticks

Various species of ticks are found throughout Texas. A bite from an infected tick can result in a serious disease. Here are a few precautions:


	These guys hang on foliage, waiting for a host to walk by. Stay on rocky or sandy trails.

	Rub insect repellent on your legs.

	Wear your pants inside your socks and put repellent on them. White socks are best because the ticks will be easier to spot.

	Check your skin for ticks every evening, or have your partner do it for you.

	If you happen to get a tick bite, keep in mind that the longer the critter is attached, the more likely it is to pass a disease on to you. If you cannot get professional medical help quickly, take a good pair of tweezers, grab your skin below the tick’s mouth, and pull it off. Dab with alcohol and bandage.





Spiders

A few poisonous spiders inhabit Texas, but very few spider bites are reported. Folks usually get stung when they roll over onto the critter or try to scratch it as it is walking up their body. Stay aware of what is going on around you.

Scorpions

Many species of scorpions inhabit Texas. Most experts agree that there are not many medically dangerous scorpions in the Lone Star State. However there have been occasional reports of one that is dangerous to humans: Centruroides exilicauda. In any case, while found in good numbers in Arizona, they are quite scarce in the Texas. Though not fatal, a sting could cause great discomfort. So precautions are advised. The best way to protect yourself is to look at the bottom of every rock you pick up. Drop it immediately if a scorpion is present. Also, if you take off your boots, check them for scorpions and spiders before putting them back on.

Mammals

Bears

Black bears are relatively common in the mountainous and hill forests of Texas. These guys are very shy, and you should consider yourself lucky if you see one. However, a few precautions should be taken not so much to protect humans from bears, but the other way around. It’s usually the carelessness of humans that produces a nuisance animal, and occasionally one has to be dispatched.


	Always keep your food in bear-proof containers.

	Keep your campsite clean and neat.

	Do not throw garbage into open receptacles. We’ve noticed that some areas in the western part of the state now have bear-proof garbage cans.

	Head in the opposite direction, very slowly, if you see a cub.





Cougars and Other Cats

While these large cats are generally scarce in most areas of Texas, they can be relatively abundant in mountainous places and in western Texas. If you are in higher-elevation forest, which could be mountain lion country, keep a close eye on children and pets. If attacked, act aggressively: pick up a big stick, throw rocks at it (not the agates you just picked up), and so on. The cat will almost always be intimidated and go find easier prey.

There are number of other species of large cats that are native to Texas. These include bobcats, jaguarundis, and ocelot. Except for the bobcat, these are rather scarce and do not pose a threat to humans. However, precautions should be taken to protect your pets: small dogs and cats. Keep them under control and within your vision at all times.

Other Mammals

While raccoons, possums, foxes, coyotes, jackrabbits, and other small mammals are not usually a threat, rabies could be a problem. This disease can make even the shyest critters aggressive. If you see any animal acting strangely, do not approach it. Move away.

Plants

Poison Ivy and Poison Oak

Most people are at least somewhat allergic to the oils produced by these two plants. The best way to protect yourself is to learn to identify them and make sure you are not exposed. Standard clothing does not help very much, since the oil can penetrate the fabric and reach your skin. In fact, you can develop the symptoms by touching the affected clothes after they are taken off. The oils can also be spread from person to person by touching.

In order not to ruin a trip, take an antihistamine salve along just in case someone develops the rash. A number of good ones can be bought over the counter at most pharmacies. If the condition is severe, seek medical help.

Cacti

Cacti may not be life-threatening but if you get into one badly, it surely will ruin your day. If the area has lots of these succulents, a few simple precautions can prevent a ruined day. Heavy pants or boots when practical will help. At times, leather gloves can be needed to prevent a sticker from penetrating your palm.

Carry pliers with you to pull the plant off if someone gets stuck. It is very frustrating when a cactus section is pulled off an area of skin only to reinsert itself into another part of you or a friend.

The Sun

The sun is very strong in Texas. If you are fair-skinned, be sure to include a good sunscreen in your supplies. It should have an SPF of at least 25. The best way to treat sunburn is to avoid it. However, if it happens, a number of over-the-counter remedies are available that can treat the discomfort and minimize the chance of infection.

Mild cases of sunburn can be treated by taking a cool shower or applying cold cloth compresses. The application of topical agents such as aloe vera and/or salves containing hydrocortisone could be helpful. Severe sunburn should be treated by a medical professional. Do not wait until you get home—find a local doctor or even an emergency room if necessary.

The symptoms of sun poisoning are fever, nausea, vomiting, fatigue, dizziness, red skin rash, and/or chills. Seek medical help at once.

Boating

Occasionally people use boats to reach good rockhounding sites in Texas. Be aware of the boating regulations and what equipment is needed. Each vessel should be equipped with one personal flotation device (PFD) for each individual on board, in the appropriate sizes for kids and adults. Some boats require fire extinguishers, whistles, flares, and running lights. These things do get checked.

Abandoned Mines

Though there aren’t too many opportunities for rock hounds to gain access to active or abandoned mines in Texas, if you are lucky enough to have the opportunity, some precautions must be taken. Be extra careful around abandoned mines. Vertical shafts may be overgrown with vegetation and not readily apparent.

Do not go into any mine shaft unless you know what you are doing and have backup help. Most old mines have lots of boards and trash lying around. Look out for rusty nails and other sharp things protruding from wood. You can also get badly cut by stuff like old metal, glass, or even tailings. Be careful.

Back Road Driving

Though most of the sites listed in this book are on good highway, some are not, and if you pursue this avocation, sooner or later you will find yourself on a really terrible road heading uphill with a vertical drop-off on one side. Sure enough, you will meet a vehicle coming down the road and there are no pull-offs. What do you do? Remember that the vehicle going uphill has the right-of-way, as it is much more dangerous backing down than up. While driving down these one-lane roads, try to remember where the turnouts are so you will know how far you would have to back up if need be.

Some of these roads are rather steep. If you drive a big truck like us, when you reach a crest, you often cannot see the road over the hood. Do not assume that the tracks are straight ahead—the road could make a sharp turn. Either step out yourself or have a passenger get out to see where the path heads.

If the road ahead looks bad, do not continue driving. Get out and take a look. Remember that four-wheel drive is there to get you out of trouble, not into trouble.

Weather

Everyone knows that the southwestern desert gets very hot in the summer. If you are 10 miles into the backcountry and your vehicle breaks down, you’d better have enough water to hike out. Better yet, be sure your vehicle is in good shape before heading into the area. Also make sure you have enough fuel.

Certain parts of Texas can be very cold in the winter. Be prepared if you are heading into the mountains. The road could be cut off by a big snowstorm, so carry extra blankets or sleeping bags and food and water for such an occurrence.

Rainstorms are also dangerous, especially at high elevations. Lightning strikes can kill. If the weather is threatening, do not throw on your backpack and start up the trail. During wet periods many roads become impassable. Make sure the road is OK before heading out or, better yet, wait for dry weather.

Tornados do occur in most areas of the Lone Star State. Keep yourself aware of the weather forecast to know if these storms might be a problem on a particular day. We now have computer simulations for the occurrence of twisters. Avoid those areas on a particular day if that’s the prediction.

Roadside Parking

This is the most important caution that we write about. Since most of the rockhounding in Texas is done in the right-of-way of roads, parking can be quite dangerous. Be very careful where you pull out. Make sure that other vehicles have plenty of room to pass.

We attempt to describe the best places to park, but you might have to walk a bit to get to the area. We know it is tempting to stop wherever you see a promising location, but remember it’s better to take a little stroll than cause an accident, besides the fact that moving is good for you.

Trespassing

Texans are very serious about trespassing. So when roadside collecting, be sure to stay on the shoulders of the road. You do not want the sheriff to show up and drag you off to the jailhouse. They will probably spend a few hours making you sweat about whether they will prosecute or not. This does happen, so a word to the wise is sufficient.












Where You Are Allowed and Not Allowed to Collect


Collecting is not permitted in national parks, national monuments, and wilderness areas. You can get permission from private landowners to collect on their property; this takes time and effort for collecting locations, but their statuses are very fluid so we did not include them. If you are interested in this type of rockhounding, join a group like Texas Rockhounding on Facebook. Many members will point you in the right direction.












Rockhounding Ethics


Mineral collecting is a fascinating and enjoyable avocation. We rock hounds have a code of ethics that must be followed to enable us to continue to enjoy our passion. Here are the self-imposed restrictions that we abide by:


	Never collect more than you can use. Leave some for the next group of rock hounds.

	When you dig holes, always fill them in.

	Do not leave big tire ruts that could cause additional erosion.

	Always be sure that you are collecting within the right-of-way on the road system or have permission.

	Carry out any trash you produce, and if you see anybody else’s, consider picking that up too.

	Always leave gates as you found them. If they were open, leave them open. If they were closed, close them behind you.

	Be very careful when making campfires. The Southwest is generally very dry, making the brush extremely susceptible to fires. If you must build a campfire, make sure you do so in a well-made fire ring, and douse the fire completely afterward. Better yet, do your cooking on a small camp stove.
















How to Use This Book


The Plan

A few months before heading out to do the research for this book, because of the varying conditions and environment of the Lone Star State, it was obvious that a plan had to be hatched. We have been rockhounding Texas for a few decades. As a result many sites were known to us. However, there also are many more that were not. Our plan was to visit the known locations and explore the road system for a few miles around the area that we usually visit. That is, driving a few miles and making a stop where a pull-off is easy and safe. For the areas between our known locations, we drove 5 miles before stopping again and looking around. If some material of value was found, we made more stops close by.

We crisscrossed Texas for almost three months following our plan preceding the writing of this guidebook and made over 400 stops. Of the 400, 108 contained enough material to be worthy of a listing in the volume. Of the remaining, many held material, many did not, but none were worthwhile, in our opinion, of going out of your way to inspect. Of the 400, many were personally prospected by us over the years. Information about the others came from friends, rock hounds, Internet searches, and other sources. Most of the latter did not work out.

This book should be used not only as a guide to specific locations, but also as a general guide pointing to an area where the reader can then do their own prospecting. We found so many places by just making additional random stops.

GPS Coordinates

While it is not necessary to have a Global Positioning System (GPS) to find any of the areas described in this book, we give latitude and longitude readings for most of the sites. The GPS numbers were obtained using the Latitude Longitude Finder app on our Android cellphone. The positions are reported in degrees and decimal of degree. We noticed that different apps appear to calculate the positions differently. These are very minor and insignificant. Most carry out the numbers to seven or eight digits or beyond. The latitude number at the fifth digit to the right of the period changes only about 3.5 feet for each increment. For example, a latitude number of 31.19376 is only about 3.5 feet farther north than 31.19375. At the sixth digit the difference is about 4 inches. The longitude reading at these latitudes is almost the same but the calculation is a bit more complicated. The point is that slight differences in GPS numbers are really insignificant. In a few cases, good readings could not be taken exactly at the site and had to be moved slightly. Unless otherwise noted, the readings were taken at the site. If not, the best description of where they were obtained is given. When using other guidebooks, we found it frustrating not knowing whether we actually found the site described. The GPS coordinates can confirm that the reader did indeed find the correct location.

The elevations were obtained with the Android cellphone app GPS Altimeter. If you use a different app, there might be small discrepancies.

Accommodations

We are campers and over the years have stayed at many, if not most, Texas state parks. A bad experience was never encountered. The Lone Star State has an excellent park system. For each site, where possible, a close state park is listed. The type of campsites available are listed. We also note if there are other RV resorts and/or campgrounds in the area.

For those who prefer motel or hotel accommodations, we note where those may be found.

Special Attractions

Our approach to this book was to make it more than a rock collecting missive. Over the years, after meeting many rock hounds, we learned that most, but not all, had other interests. A prominent one was angling. In this book, for many locations, a favorite fishing hole in the area is described. We attempt to list the species available, techniques for catching them, and the best time of year where this information is available.

Other favorite activities are also noted: hiking, biking, wildlife and bird watching, and picnicking.

When out in the field, if an inclement weather day occurs, visiting a museum is a great distraction. And Texas is a great place to go museuming. Almost every county has at least one. These institutions have displays of local, state, and national history. Many have exhibits of the local rocks around their area as well as explanations of the natural history of the area.

Finding the Site

The mileages are given to tenths of a mile. This means that they may be off by almost two-tenths. This is really not all that important because almost all the sites extend for long distances on either side of the location. In some cases, the directions are given from two different approaches.

Rockhounding

Here’s where we get into the meat of the situation. What can be found and how to look for it is described. Do you scrape or look around? In some cases, one method is superior to the other. Also, where large items are encountered, we discuss the use of our heavy equipment: chisels, sledgehammers, gads, crowbars, and safety equipment.












Texas Rockhounding Divisions


For the purpose of this book, we divide Texas into five sections: East, Central, South, West, and the Panhandle. Below find the descriptions of the divisions.


	
East Texas: East borders with Louisiana, north with Oklahoma, south with the Gulf, and west is I-35 from the north to Temple then continue on a straight line south through Bastrop to Corpus Christi

	
Central Texas: East borders with East Texas from Oklahoma south to the junction of US 183 with US 77, then a line west to Devine and continue west to about 10 miles north of Quemado at the Rio Grande; west border of Central Texas continues north to Sweetwater then diagonally northeast to Wichita Falls

	
South Texas: North borders with Central Texas, east with the southern border of East Texas and then the Gulf, and west is the Rio Grande

	
West Texas: East part borders Central Texas, south is the Rio Grande, and north borders New Mexico; then from the Southwest corner of the Panhandle continue a straight line east to Sweetwater

	
Panhandle: the rest
















East Texas


After years of collecting in Texas, we thought of the eastern zone as being difficult—we have to admit that was a mistake. East Texas can be very prolific if one knows what they are doing.

A lot of the gathering here is of petrified wood. However, there actually is a great variety of other chalcedony as well as many varieties of fossils to pick up.

The prize among the wood is palm wood, which is the state rock. It is distinguished from other tree fossils by its monocotal tubes. Most trees have a vascular system that is composed of phloem and xylem pathways that ring the tree. The circulatory system of monocots is that of pairs of tubes bundled together. These are visible as small dots in a cross section. You may have to look closely as they can be very small.

Palm wood comes in a variety of colors that range from black, gray, or brown, or a mix of these. Some pieces will show strikes of red, yellow, orange, or blue. Almost all of this material is well siliconized and takes a great polish.

Like in the rest of Texas, rockhounding is primarily roadside in the east. The thick ground cover makes areas of erosion the best bet. However, a little scraping with a geological hammer or short handle rake will often reveal some treasures. Be a good rock hound and replace any divots you create. We do not want to be responsible for unnecessary erosion.

Gathering on private land is a possibility but obtaining permission can be challenging, time consuming, very fluid, and most likely will entail payment of a fee. The national forests might allow rockhounding with lots of restrictions. Check with the rangers before starting.

The weather in East Texas is more moderate than a lot of the rest of the state. It’s hot in the summer and can be very humid. It rains a lot. The environment is very conducive to snake development. So be prepared.






1. Sabine River Woods


Land type: Forested road

GPS: Site A: 31.1730115 / -93.5636374, Site B: 31.1708611 / -93.5706109

Elevation: 170 feet

Best time of year: Winter, spring, fall

Land manager: The Sabine River Authority. This entity is a joint operation of both Louisiana and Texas. It is self-sustaining by selling electricity produced at the dam.

Material: Flint, jasper, petrified wood, agate

Tools: A geological hammer, spray bottle, and rake can be useful but are﻿ not required.

Vehicle type: 2-wheel is drive OK during dry periods for the first 0.8 mile. Otherwise 4-wheel drive is recommended.

Precautions and restrictions: There are some cables running through the area. Avoid those. The river banks are very slippery, and the river is fast. Be careful.

Accommodations: Camping at Toledo Bend State Park. There are also a few Forest Service campgrounds that might also be good collecting areas. There are a number of motels and hotels in Leesville, Louisiana.
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Material buried in the river banks
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Petrified wood imbedded in river banks


Special Attractions

Excellent fishing in both the river and lake. Both waters hold good numbers and sizes of largemouth bass, blue catfish, crappie, and a number of other species. Visit the Leesville Art Park with displays of the works of local artists and the museum of West Louisiana. Learn about the history of the local area.
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Jasper collected at the Sabine River




Finding the Site

Toledo Bend Reservoir is located in Newton County. This area lies about 200 miles northeast of Houston, and it takes about three and half hours to get there. The Toledo Bend Reservoir is located at the eastern end of Texas. The dam is at the southern end of the lake. Though this site is in Texas, it is accessible through extreme western Louisiana. From Toledo Bend State Park go to junction LA 292 and LA 191 then continue south on LA 191 and cross into Texas where the road becomes TX 692. After 2.2 miles from the junction, turn left onto a rough road along the Sabine River. Drive to the bear sighting sign and park. This is Site A.

To get to Site B, return to TX 692 and after passing over the river, you will see a road off to the left. This is also worth checking out. Site B is located at the first right-hand turn after the bridge. Drive 0.2 mile to a parking area on the left.




Rockhounding

The river cuts through some prime petrified wood strata. However, the place has been known by collectors for a long time. It is quite picked over. Yet with due diligence, nice material is obtainable. You will notice small pieces of agate and flint. These are great for tumbling. There is no abundance here. We picked up a few handfuls including a very colorful mixed green, yellow, and red jasper in a half hour. There is a boat ramp that will take you down to the river, and you will be able to search farther along the bank.

At Site B, we found a number of pieces of flint and jasper by just wandering around.
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The Sabine River Dam




2. Ayish Bayou Chalcedony


See map on page 3.

Land type: Forest on lake

GPS: 31.2658701 / -94.1107529

Elevation: 164 feet

Best time of year: Any time

Land manager: Texas Department of Transportation

Material: Chalcedony including agate, flint, jasper

Tools: A geological hammer, spray bottle, and short handle rake might be helpful but are not absolutely necessary.

Vehicle type: 2-wheel drive is fine.

Precautions and restrictions: There are some big ruts at the sides of the pavement. Do not get stuck.

Accommodations: There is a very lovely Corps of Engineers campground on Lake Sam Rayburn. It is called San Anton Campground and is a few miles from this site.




Special Attractions

Great fishing in Lake Sam Rayburn. Largemouth bass are very numerous and large in this lake, which was formed by the damming of the Angelina River. They are caught year-round. Crappie and catfish are also numerous and result in an excellent year-round fishery. Bluegill and redear are present in prodigious numbers and great fun for the kids to catch. White bass are present but not in great numbers; however, they provide good fishing opportunities during the spring. This reservoir has a few special regulations. Familiarize yourself with them before fishing.

Visit the Patricia Huffman Smith NASA “Remembering Columbia” Museum, Hemphill; 409-787-4827; nasacolumbiamuseum.com. This museum is dedicated to the memory of Patricia Huffman Smith and the other astronauts of the Columbia spacecraft, which blew up upon reentry on its journey back to Earth from orbit on February 1, 2008, at 8:59 a.m.

The tour takes the individual on a trip passing through the spacecraft’s first flight through its last. It also provides information on the recovery of Columbia and the crew of STS-107 and the process of the determination of the cause of the disaster. The museum has many items and artifacts on display from NASA and other agencies and the families of the crew of STS-107.
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Ayish Bayou

The museum features a lot of great historical information about Shelby County, Texas. They have lots of interesting things to see and can answer a lot of questions you may have about the history.




Finding the Site

Broaddus is a town in San Augustine County. It is about 150 miles from Houston and takes about two and a half hours to drive the distance. From the intersection of TX 147 and US 83 drive 10.3 miles east on US 83 to the boat ramp on the left (north). If you are coming from the east at the junction of US 83 and Texas Farm Road 1751 in Pineland, drive 7.3 miles west on US 83 to the public boat ramp on the right (north). Turn in and park out of the way. This ramp is used for access to Ayish Bayou, a popular fishing hole off Lake Sam Rayburn.
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Ayish Bayou flint




Rockhounding

This area’s soil is created from sandy bands of Pleistocene origin. This was during the Ice Age and earlier Tertiary Period. Ayish Bayou is an inlet off the Angelina River in Texas. It begins about 7 miles north of San Augustine in northern San Augustine County, near the county line at Shelby, Texas. The Angelina River has been dammed, forming the Sam Rayburn Reservoir.

Search around the edges of the pavement of the boat ramp and also around the bank of the lake down below. There is easy access, and you can continue searching farther along the bank. You will notice pieces of nice flint and jasper at once. We picked up about ten chunks in 5 minutes.




3. Cassels-Boykin Park Jasper, Petrified Wood, and Agate


See map on page 3.

Land type: Forested lake and farm land

GPS: 31.2150161 / -94.3464386

Elevation: 162 feet

Best time of year: Any time of year

Land manager: Texas Department of Transportation

Material: Flint, jasper, agate, petrified wood

Tools: Rake, small pick

Vehicle type: Any vehicle

Precautions and restrictions: The lake can be very muddy and slippery. Walk carefully.

Accommodations: There is a very lovely Corps of Engineers campground on Lake Sam Rayburn. It is called San Anton Campground, which is a few miles from this site. There also are a number of private campgrounds and motels.




Special Attractions

Great fishing in Lake Sam Rayburn. Largemouth bass are very numerous and large in this lake, which was formed by the damming of the Angelina River. They are caught year-round. Crappie and catfish are also numerous and result in an excellent year-round fishery. Bluegill and redear are present in prodigious numbers and great fun for the kids to catch. White bass are present but not in great numbers; however, they provide good fishing opportunities during the spring. This reservoir has a few special regulations. Familiarize yourself with them before fishing.

Visit the Patricia Huffman Smith NASA “Remembering Columbia” Museum, Hemphill; 409-787-4827; columbiamuseum@yahoo.com. This museum is dedicated to the memory of Patricia Huffman Smith and the other astronauts of the Columbia spacecraft, which blew up upon reentry on its journey back to Earth from orbit on February 1, 2008, at 8:59 a.m.

The tour takes the individual on a trip passing through the spacecraft’s first flight through its last. It also provides information on the recovery of Columbia and the crew of STS-107 and the process of the determination of the cause of the disaster. The museum has many items and artifacts on display from NASA and other agencies and the families of the crew of STS-107.
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