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CHAPTER 1 What Garden?
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Tweet! Tweet! Tweet!

“Emily, look who’s here again.” Sam pointed at the bird, which had flown in through the window of the craft clubhouse—formerly known as the old shed in Bella’s backyard. Emily Adams, Sam Sharma, Bella Diaz, and Maddie Wilson spent as much time as possible at the clubhouse.
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Emily looked up from the wood piece she was sanding. “Hey, little guy,” she greeted the bird. Emily turned to Maddie. “Why do you think he keeps coming back?”

“Maybe he’s hungry,” said Maddie.

“Or maybe,” suggested Bella, “he heard about the birdhouse Emily made for her dad. He’s here to ask her for blueprints.”

“Don’t you mean bluebird prints?” joked Maddie.
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“Want to make another one?” Sam asked Emily.

“Maybe,” said Emily. The first one had been a lot of work, but also a lot of fun. Maybe there was a different kind of birdhouse she could make this time.

Knock! Knock!

It was Bella’s dad knocking on the doorframe of the open clubhouse door. He had a big platter in his arms.

“Now, that’s the proper way to come into the clubhouse,” joked Bella, nodding at the bird. Her friends laughed.
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“Wow, what are those?” asked Sam, pointing to the platter. Since Mr. Diaz was a chef, he often tried out new recipes on Bella and her friends. But this looked less like food and more like…

“Flowers?” guessed Maddie.

Bella’s dad nodded. “Squash blossoms. I harvested them this morning, then stuffed them and roasted them. Try for yourself!”

“Are you sure?” asked Sam. “My little sister tried to eat a flower once. Luckily, my mom stopped her just in time.”
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“Some flowers aren’t good to eat,” agreed Mr. Diaz. “But squash blossoms are edible….”

“And delicious!” said Bella, digging in. The others did the same and quickly agreed.
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“Mr. Diaz, what did you mean when you said you harvested them?” asked Emily.

“From our garden,” he explained.

The kids looked at one another. “What garden?” asked Sam. They had spent many happy hours in the Diaz family’s backyard—if there was a garden, surely they would have seen it.
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Mr. Diaz laughed. “It’s on the other side of the house. Technically, it’s on our neighbor’s property, but we worked out a deal. I tend the garden, and he enjoys some of what I grow.”

“He grows everything,” said Bella proudly.

Mr. Diaz laughed. “Come see for yourselves. Follow me!”
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CHAPTER 2 An Idea Takes Root
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Emily was at the kitchen table doing her homework. Or trying to, at least. She couldn’t stop thinking about the Diaz family’s garden. Vegetables, fruit, flowers: everything was fresh and flourishing, right there in the dirt. She doodled a curly pumpkin vine in her notebook and was adding leaves when something her dad said caught her attention.

“Did you just say ‘garden’?” Emily asked her parents, who were in the living room.

Emily’s mom turned, surprised. “Your dad was talking about that empty lot on Oak Street. It used to be a community garden.”
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“But now it’s just an ‘eyesore,’ according to some people,” explained Mr. Adams, who was on the town board. “At last night’s meeting, we heard lots of complaints.”
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