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Introduction

When you step up to the rim of the Grand Canyon, get ready to start counting. How many times do you hear someone say “wow”? You might even say it your-self. This canyon is huge, at 277 miles long, a mile deep, and about 10 miles wide. Astronauts can easily see it from space.


The Grand Canyon looks complex, but it is basically an enormous example of erosion—something you might understand if you have ever sprayed a pile of sand with a garden hose. Over the ages, thousands of feet of rock were laid down in layers. About six million years ago, the Colorado River started cutting a channel through these layers. The river carved deeper and deeper each year until it reached rocks so hard it could barely scratch them.


To you, the Grand Canyon might look like a different world. For plants and animals, it’s many different worlds, from the high, cool forests of the North Rim to the hot, dry desert scrub at the canyon bottom. All these different habitats support a huge variety of creatures, both large and small. They have also helped support people for a long time.
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Native Americans and their ancestors have used the Grand Canyon and surrounding area for more than 10,000 years. But few European-Americans had seen the canyon before 1869, when Major John Wesley Powell led an expedition down the Colorado River. Re-ports from Powell and later explorers helped spread the word about the canyon. By the 1890s, prospectors and tourists had started to arrive.


In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt set aside the Grand Canyon as a national monument. He said it was “one great sight which every American should see.” In 1919, the monument became a national park. Now, Grand Canyon National Park protects over 1.2 million acres in Northern Arizona. This year, the park will be visited by millions of people, including you!
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What I Saw in Grand Canyon will help you learn about the some of the animals, plants, places, and other things you are most likely to see on the South Rim (which receives about 90 percent of the park’s visitors). But if this book in-cluded everything you could find, it might weigh more than you do. Some animals, like bighorn sheep, have not made it into the book because they spend most of their time deep in the canyon. Others, like ringtails, are nocturnal. This means they are active at night, when you are not.
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As you travel through the park, see how many items you can check off in this book. But don’t be disappointed if you can’t find everything, especially the animals. The park is not a zoo. The animals roam where they please, and many avoid the heat of the day.


While you are exploring, ask your family to help you find answers to these questions:



	★ How can you tell if rocks are hard or soft from miles away?

	★ What animal can re-grow a missing tail?

	★ Where is one of the easiesl places for birds to fly across the canyon?



The answers are in this book. But you will also come across things that are not in this book. If you find a plant, animal, or fossil you can’t identify, take a picture. Bring it to a visitor center to ask a ranger or visit a bookstore, where you can find books on just about everything related to the park.
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While having fun here, make sure you stay safe. Keep close to your group, and stay behind guardrails and away from unfenced drop-offs. Please read the park pocket map or talk to a ranger for more safety advice.


Here are a few rules you should follow to help pro-tect you, other people, and the park:



	★ Don’t feed any animais or try to touch them Stay at least 75 feet from elk deer, and condors.

	★ Don’t kick or drop anythig over the edge of the canyon. It can hurt hikers below.

	★ Leave flowers, plants, rocks, animals, fossils, and historic artifacts where they are.



Your best souvenirs are photos and memories, in-cluding the notes you make in this book. As you explore, maybe you’ll be able to answer this question:



	★ What is your favorite thing in Grand Canyon National Park?
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Mather Point


Where to See it

A five-minute walk north of the South Rim Visitor Center. For more information on how the canyon formed, visit the nearby Yavapai Geology Museum (a short shuttle bus ride or walk along the rim).



Like many people, you might see the Grand Canyon for the first time from Mather Point. Does it look as big as you thought it would? The canyon is 277 miles long, about a mile deep, and 10 miles across on average. From Mather Point, you can see only about a third of the canyon’s length. But this wonderland of cliffs, spires, and buttes seems to go on forever.
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Far below, the Colorado River lies hidden from view. About six million years ago, the river started cut-ting its path, deeper and deeper, through the rocks that form the canyon. At the same time, the canyon grew wider as rocks collapsed along its edges. Ice and earth-quakes broke the rocks loose, and rain and snowmelt washed them down towards the river—sometimes in huge flash floods. The river then carried the dirt and rocks away.
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