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Preface

A lot of my early memories of the Detroit Red Wings were painful ones. Watching the Wings in the late 1970s and much of the 1980s was frustrating, to say the least. The days of Gordie Howe, Terry Sawchuk, and the 1950s dynasty were long gone, and the Steve Yzerman-Nicklas Lidstrom teams of the 1990s and 2000s were still a long way away.

There never was, and never will be, another player like Howe. He had had plenty of help in the early 1950s, when Detroit won the Stanley Cup four times in six seasons while wearing those simple, classic, red-and-white uniforms with the winged wheel, a design that’s changed little to the present day.

But when I began watching them, I didn’t realize that the Red Wings were headed for their own low ebb. Despite the presence of stars such as Marcel Dionne and Mickey Redmond in the 1970s, and John Ogrodnick and a young Yzerman in the ’80s, the Red Wings were lost in the NHL wilderness for most of those two decades.

It took a while after Mike Ilitch bought the team, but, by the 1990s, the Red Wings were relevant again. By the middle of the decade, they were in the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in 30 years, and, in 1997, the Cup returned to Detroit for the first time in 42 years.

Players like Yzerman, Lidstrom, Sergei Fedorov, Pavel Datsyuk, and Henrik Zetterberg triggered a stretch that saw the Red Wings win the Cup four times from 1997 to 2008 and get to Game Seven of the Final in 2009. With the passage of time, it’s easier to see that those teams were among some of the best ever to take the ice.

The Red Wings performed one of hockey’s great feats by qualifying for the playoffs for 25 consecutive seasons—something no NHL team has done since the 1990s wave of expansion began—before coming up short in 2016–17. The young talent in the system bodes well for a quick return to the top.

I owe a debt of thanks to Julie Ganz and the folks at Skyhorse Publishing for their hard work in sanding and polishing my raw product into the finished version you hold in your hands.

Now it’s time to get ready. Strap on your shin guards, sharpen your skates, buckle up your helmet, and let’s get started.


Introduction

Twenty-five consecutive years in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Four championships in a span of 12 years. Those are some of the accomplishments fans of the Detroit Red Wings have seen in the past three decades.

The Red Wings have had two eras in which they were as good as any team that ever stepped onto an NHL rink. The Scotty Bowman/Mike Babcock–coached teams that helped turn Detroit into Hockeytown are familiar to most of today’s fans, but the Red Wings of the early 1950s that won four Cups in six years were just as dominant (albeit in a league that was just six teams, rather than today’s 31).

That team featured one of the NHL’s greatest and best-named lines, the “Production Line” with Ted Lindsay, Gordie Howe, and Sid Abel. Alex Delvecchio later moved into the middle. Red Kelly was the Nicklas Lidstrom of his day, a smart, smooth-skating defenseman who was among the greats of his era. Terry Sawchuk was arguably the greatest goaltender of the Original Six era.

Of course, the NHL will never see another player like Howe, whose greatness on and off the ice earned him the nickname “Mr. Hockey.” It was a perfect two-word description of a sports immortal.

The later era of Detroit dominance also had its stars. Steve Yzerman almost had two careers, one as one of the NHL’s highest-scoring centers, the second as an elite two-way player and leader. Lidstrom was arguably the best defenseman of the past 40 years. Bowman and Babcock are among the greatest coaches in NHL history.

For nine decades, the Red Wings have been a pillar of the National Hockey League. In good times and not so good times, they’ve always been among hockey’s most exciting teams.

And now on to this book. Just like a hockey game, the difficulty level of the questions you’ll see will get tougher as you move along from the first period through the second and third, into overtime, and finally on to the shootout. We hope you’ll have fun—and get a chance to prove to your friends what a great Red Wings fan you are!


FIRST PERIOD

The National Anthem has been sung, the officials are headed to their respective spots on the ice, and the full house at Little Caesars Arena is settling in for 60 minutes of action. We’re ready for 40 questions in the first period, so drop the puck and let’s go!

1     Few players are as identified with one franchise as Gordie Howe is with the Red Wings. Howe’s No. 9 is among the numbers hanging from the rafters at Little Caesars Arena. But that wasn’t his original number with the Red Wings. What was the first number he wore after joining Detroit in 1946? Answer on page 11.

a. No. 7

b. No. 12

c. No. 17

d. No. 21

2     Speaking of Mr. Hockey, he played 26 seasons in the NHL but scored more than 100 points exactly once. In which season did he reach triple figures? Give yourself a bonus point if you know how many he had! Answer on page 11.

3     The Red Wings set a single-season NHL record in 2016–17 for the most shootout victories without a loss. How many did they win? Answer on page 12.

a. 8

b. 9

c. 10

d. 11

4     Nicklas Lidstrom is one of the greatest defensemen in NHL history, and Red Wings fans got to see him spend his entire career in red and white. He was part of Detroit’s famed 1989 draft class, one of the best in NHL history. In which round did the Red Wings select Lidstrom? Answer on page 14.

a. 1

b. 2

c. 3

d. 4

5     The Red Wings were in one of their down periods in the early 1980s, but they had the No. 4 pick in the 1983 NHL Draft, giving them the opportunity to acquire Steve Yzerman. Yet Yzerman wasn’t really the player they wanted. Which player would have been taken by the Wings if things had worked out the way they had planned? (Hint: He was a pretty good player too!) Answer on page 15.

6     Pavel Datsyuk was a star for the Red Wings from his arrival in Detroit in 2001–02 to his departure after the 2015–16 season. He’s also the most recent Red Wing to wear No. 13. How many other Detroit players have worn than number? Answer on page 16.

a. 0

b. 2

c. 4

d. 6

7     Mike Modano, a native of Livonia, Michigan, played a final season in Detroit after spending his NHL career with the Minnesota North Stars/Dallas Stars franchise. He had to change his number when he came to Detroit, because the No. 9 he’d worn throughout his career was no longer available. Which number did he opt for with the Red Wings? Answer on page 17.

a. 70

b. 80

c. 90

d. 91

8     Hall of Famer Scotty Bowman capped his coaching career by leading the Red Wings to the Stanley Cup in 2002. Who succeeded him? Answer on page 18.

a. Mike Babcock

b. Jacques Demers

c. Dave Lewis

d. Brian Murray

9     Gordie Howe wasn’t the only Red Wings great with that last name. Syd Howe (no relation) helped Detroit win the Stanley Cup three times and retired after the 1945–46 season as the leading scorer in NHL history. And though Gordie Howe holds a host of team records, Syd Howe did something that Gordie couldn’t. What was it? Answer on page 20.

10   The Red Wings are the only team in NHL history to win the Stanley Cup by scoring in overtime of Game Seven in the Final. How many times have they done so? Answer on page 21.

a. 1

b. 2

c. 3

d. 4

11   The Red Wings set team records for most penalty minutes and most losses in the same season. When was it? Answer on page 24.

a. 1975–76

b. 1981–82

c. 1985–86

d. 1986–87

12   2016–17 was the Red Wings’ final season at Joe Louis Arena. The last game was played on April 9, 2017. Who was the opponent in that game? Answer on page 25.

a. New Jersey Devils

b. New York Rangers

c. Philadelphia Flyers

d. Toronto Maple Leafs

13   No. 1 was retired in honor of Terry Sawchuk on March 6, 1994, 30 years after he last wore it with the Red Wings. A total of 10 other goaltenders wore No. 1 after Sawchuk. Who was the last one? Answer on page 26.

a. Hank Bassen

b. Gilles Gilbert

c. Glen Hanlon

d. Corrado Micalef

14   Kris Draper was one of the NHL’s best defensive centers during his 17 seasons with the Red Wings, winning the Selke Trophy in 2004. He spent the first three seasons of his NHL career with the Winnipeg Jets. What did the Red Wings give up to get him? Answer on page 27.

15   Which of the following players was not a member of the “Russian Five?” Answer on page 29.

a. Pavel Datsyuk

b. Vladimir Konstantinov

c. Vyacheslav Kozlov

d. Igor Larionov

16   The Red Wings won the Stanley Cup in 1997 and 1998. How many games did they lose in the two Finals against the Philadelphia Flyers in ’97 and the Washington Capitals in ’98? Answer on page 31.

a. 0

b. 1

c. 2

d. 3

17   The Red Wings made a blockbuster trade in 1996 that brought Brendan Shanahan to Detroit. But which future Hall of Famer went the other way, from the Red Wings to the Whalers? Answer on page 33.

a. Chris Chelios

b. Paul Coffey

c. Sergei Fedorov

d. Larry Murphy

18   Among Gordie Howe’s numerous accomplishments was the NHL’s longest streak of consecutive top-five finishes in the scoring race. How many consecutive seasons did Howe finish among the NHL’s top-five scorers? Answer on page 35.

a. 16

b. 18

c. 20

d. 22

19   Two of the seven players in NHL history to score 700 or more goals got goal No. 700 while playing for the Red Wings. One was Gordie Howe. Who was the other? Answer on page 36.

a. Marcel Dionne

b. Brett Hull

c. Brendan Shanahan

d. Steve Yzerman

20   The Red Wings had a Hall of Fame defense pairing during their championship seasons of 1996–97 and 1997–98. Nicklas Lidstrom was a career Red Wing. Who was his regular partner during those seasons? Answer on page 37.

a. Viacheslav Fetisov

b. Vladimir Konstantinov

c. Niklas Kronwall

d. Larry Murphy

21   What was the name of the line formed by Ted Lindsay, Sid Abel, and Gordie Howe? Answer on page 38.

a. The Bread Line

b. The Production Line

c. The Punch Line

d. The Winged Wheelers

22   Speaking of Lindsay, what was his nickname? Answer on page 39.

a. Terrible Ted

b. Tough Teddy

c. Super 7

d. The Captain

23   Who is the only Red Wings goaltender to score a goal? Answer on page 41.

a. Dominik Hasek

b. Jimmy Howard

c. Petr Mrazek

d. Chris Osgood

24   In what year did Mike and Marian Ilitch purchase the Red Wings? Answer on page 42.

a. 1980

b. 1982

c. 1984

d. 1986

25   Who is the longest-serving employee in the history of the Red Wings? Answer on page 44.

a. Jack Adams

b. Jim Devellano

c. Gordie Howe

d. Steve Yzerman

26   Which team spent the most consecutive seasons as a Red Wings farm team? Answer on page 46.

a. Adirondack Red Wings

b. Grand Rapids Griffins

c. Indianapolis Capitals

d. Toledo Walleye

27   At which college did Jeff Blashill coach before he joined the Red Wings? Answer on page 47.

a. Michigan State

b. Michigan Tech

c. Northern Michigan

d. Western Michigan

28   Forward Anthony Mantha isn’t the first player in his family to play for the Red Wings. Mantha’s paternal grandfather, a former Red Wing, was actually in attendance to see Anthony’s first NHL goal. Who is he? Answer on page 48.

29   Gustav Nyquist is a native of Sweden but played college hockey in the United States. Where did he play? Answer on page 49.

a. Boston College

b. Boston University

c. Holy Cross

d. University of Maine

30   The Red Wings locked up Henrik Zetterberg for a long time when they signed him to a contract on January 28, 2009. How long is the contract? Answer on page 49.

a. 8 years

b. 10 years

c. 12 years

d. 14 years

31   A big part of the Red Wings’ success under Scotty Bowman came after he brought in a new system. What was it called? Answer on page 51.

a. Firewagon hockey

b. Four corners

c. Left-wing lock

d. Neutral-zone trap

32   The Red Wings had a brilliant decade under coach Mike Babcock, winning the Stanley Cup in 2008, nearly repeating in 2009 and qualifying for the Stanley Cup Playoffs in all 10 of his seasons behind the bench. The Wings were Babcock’s second NHL coaching job. Which team did he coach before coming to Detroit? Answer on page 53.

a. Chicago Blackhawks

b. Florida Panthers

c. Mighty Ducks of Anaheim

d. Toronto Maple Leafs

33   The Red Wings have enjoyed success in their home opener since entering the NHL in 1926. With a 3-2 overtime loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets to begin the 2018–19 season, how many consecutive years have the Red Wings gone without a regulation loss in their home opener? Answer on page 54.

a. 5

b. 6

c. 7

d. 8

34   The Red Wings have a winning record on all of these special occasions except one. Which one is it? Answer on page 56.

a. Halloween

b. New Year’s Eve

c. St. Patrick’s Day

d. Easter

35   Three Red Wings coaches have won more than 400 regular-season games. Which one of these did not? Answer on page 57.

a. Sid Abel

b. Jack Adams

c. Mike Babcock

d. Scotty Bowman

36   Before Steve Yzerman spent an incredible 19 seasons as captain of the Red Wings, which Detroit player had worn the “C” for the longest time? Answer on page 58.

a. Sid Abel

b. Alex Delvecchio

c. Gordie Howe

d. Ted Lindsay

37   The Red Wings set an NHL record during the 2011–12 season for the longest home winning streak in league history. How long was the streak? Extra points if you know when it started and ended. Answer on page 60.

a. 19 games

b. 21 games

c. 23 games

d. 25 games

38   The Red Wings’ franchise record for the fastest two goals scored is five seconds, which they’ve done twice. Which player was involved in each instance? Answer on page 62.

a. Todd Bertuzzi

b. Pavel Datsyuk

c. Tomas Holmstrom

d. Nicklas Lidstrom

39   Gordie Howe and Steve Yzerman share one team career record. What is it? Answer on page 63.

a. Assists

b. Games played

c. Hat tricks

d. Power-play goals

40   Only one member of the Red Wings has scored goals in nine consecutive games—and he’s done it twice. Who is he? Answer on page 64.

a. Gordie Howe

b. Ted Lindsay

c. Mickey Redmond

d. Steve Yzerman

There’s the horn. The first period is over. Take a break and come back ready for the second period.


FIRST PERIOD—ANSWERS

1 Few players are as identified with a particular number as Gordie Howe is with No. 9. But it’s not the only number he wore while playing for the Red Wings.

Howe was wearing No. 17 when he made his NHL debut and scored a goal against the Toronto Maple Leafs on October 16, 1946, and he wore it throughout the 1946–47 season, when he scored seven goals and finished with 22 points in 58 games.

Howe didn’t don No. 9 until his second season with Detroit. He reportedly was perfectly happy with the number he had and didn’t want the change until he was told that the lower number would give him a lower berth in the Pullman car the Red Wings used on road trips during the era in which teams did most of their travel by train.

Of course, Howe went on to wear No. 9 until he finally hung up his skates in 1980.

“It’s a pretty classic number, and a lot of great players have worn it, but what it meant to me was that I got a better night’s sleep,” Howe told the National Post in 2014. “Many people may not know that my first number with the Red Wings was No. 17 until early into my first season. The No. 9 became available, and it was offered to me. We traveled by train back then, and guys with higher numbers got the top bunk on the sleeper car. No. 9 meant I got a lower berth on the train, which was much nicer than crawling into the top bunk.”

2 It seems incredible that Gordie Howe’s NHL career included just one 100-point season. Then again, he wasn’t playing today’s 82-game seasons. When Howe came to the NHL in 1946, the season was 60 games long, and from 1949–50 through 1966–67, teams played 70 games. Howe led the NHL in scoring six times during that span, finishing with anywhere from 81 to 95 points. Projected over an 82-game season, that range would be 95 to 112 points.

But in terms of actually producing 100 points, it didn’t happen until 1968–69, when Howe finished with 103 (44 goals, 59 assists). Perhaps most amazing is that he did it by getting four points (two goals, two assists) in the Red Wings’ final game of the season against the Chicago Black Hawks (as they were known then) on March 30, 1969, just one day after his 41st birthday.

Howe’s 100th point came when he scored 33 seconds into the second period, beating Chicago goaltender Denis DeJordy.

But he wasn’t done there. Howe scored his 44th goal of the season by beating DeJordy at 11:02 during a Detroit power play.

His 102nd and 103rd points came when he assisted on third-period goals by Frank Mahovlich and Garry Unger, capping a late-season surge in which Howe piled up 15 points (six goals, nine assists) in Detroit’s final nine games.

The only downside to Howe’s record is that his historic night came in a 9–5 loss at Chicago Stadium, one that capped a season in which Detroit finished 33–31–12 and failed to qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs.

That 103-point season was the biggest of Mr. Hockey’s pro career and his only 100-point performance in the NHL. However, he did reach the 100-point mark twice while playing for the Houston Aeros of the World Hockey Association. In 1973–74, his first season in the WHA after returning to the ice following a two-year retirement, Howe finished with an even 100 points (31 goals, 69 assists) in 70 games. Two years later, Howe put up 102 points (32 goals, 70 assists) in 78 games, superb numbers for a player of any age, but almost incomprehensible for someone who had turned 47 just before the end of the regular season.

3 The NHL instituted the shootout in 2005 in order to eliminate ties. The league eliminated overtime in 1942 to accommodate travel schedules during World War II; in 1983, it brought back a five-minute, sudden-death OT in which the winner got two points in the standings and the loser none (each team got a point in the standings if no one scored and the game ended in a tie). In 1999–2000, the NHL changed the rules to give the losing team one point in the standings, while also reducing the number of skaters for each team from five to four.

The Red Wings weren’t particularly successful in shootouts from 2005 to 2016. They were 49–65, and at one point in calendar year 2013, lost 11 consecutive shootouts.

Detroit won its first shootout of the 2015–16 season, lost the next five, and won the last one, 2–1, against the Columbus Blue Jackets on February 23, 2016. Maybe that was an omen of better things to come, because in 2016–17, the Red Wings were unbeatable in the tiebreaker.

Their first shootout was an eight-round marathon against the St. Louis Blues at Scottrade Center on October 27, 2016. Petr Mrazek gave up a goal to Alexander Steen in the first round but was perfect through the next seven. Gustav Nyquist scored in the second round for Detroit, and Henrik Zetterberg got the winner in the bottom of the eighth round for a 2–1 win.

The next two shootouts were also on the road, with Jimmy Howard in goal. Andreas Athanasiou scored the only goal in Philadelphia on November 8, and Thomas Vanek got the winner on November 23 at Buffalo.

The Red Wings improved to 5–0 with two more road wins in December. Vanek scored in the third round and Zetterberg in the fourth for a 4–3 win at Winnipeg, with Mrazek in goal, on December 6. Vanek scored again against the Florida Panthers 17 days later before Frans Nielsen got the deciding goal in another 4–3 win, this one with rookie Jared Coreau in goal.

The home fans finally got a look at the Red Wings’ shootout mastery on January 18. With Mrazek in goal, Vanek and Nielsen scored to give Detroit a 6–5 win against the Boston Bruins. Exactly one month later, Zetterberg scored his third game-deciding goal, this one in the fifth round, to give the Red Wings a 3–2 win against the Washington Capitals.

Nyquist scored the only goal and Mrazek didn’t allow one in three tries to give Detroit a 5–4 win against the Coyotes in Glendale, Arizona, on March 16. The Red Wings completed their 9–0 season in the shootout on April 3, when rookie Evgeny Svechnikov scored the only goal in a seven-round tiebreaker that gave Detroit a 5–4 victory against the Ottawa Senators in what proved to be the final shootout at Joe Louis Arena.

The final shootout tally for the 2016–17 season: The Red Wings were 6–0 on the road, 3–0 at home. Mrazek was 6–0, Howard 2–0 and Coreau 1–0. Zetterberg led the way with three game-deciding goals, and Nielsen had two. Mrazek’s .867 save percentage—four goals on 30 shots—was the best in the NHL among goaltenders who took part in more than three shootouts.

Those two goals by Nielsen were the only successes he had in eight attempts—the worst shootout season in his career. He signed with the Red Wings on July 2, 2016, after a decade with the New York Islanders during which he was 42-for-82 with 19 deciding goals, the most successful shooter in the history of the tiebreaker.

4 Nicklas Lidstrom has arguably been the NHL’s best defenseman during the past four decades (since the retirement of Bobby Orr). He won the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s top blueliner seven times, more than anyone other than Orr, and was a cornerstone of the Red Wings’ championship teams in 1997, 1998, 2002, and 2008. He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2015, the first year he was eligible, and was named to the 100 Greatest NHL Players in 2017.

With credentials like that, you’d think Lidstrom would have been a first-round choice when he became eligible for the NHL draft, in 1989. But he wasn’t. In fact, he wasn’t taken in the second round either.

It was all due to a little bit of intrigue.

It seems the Red Wings had unearthed Lidstrom in Sweden but were desperate to keep their interest a secret in order to be able to pick him lower in the draft (try getting away with that today). The Wings had him targeted for the third round, the last one, at the time, in which 18 year olds could be drafted.

“The draft wasn’t as big as it is now,” Lidstrom told NHL.com. “My agent [Don Meehan] wanted to bring me over here and be part of the draft, but the Red Wings said they didn’t want anyone else to see that I was here, because someone else might pick me ahead of them. I was at home with my agent, and the Red Wings told me to wait by the phone, and they finally did pick me. Christer Rockstrom, who scouts for the Red Wings, scouted me.”

Neil Smith, who went on to build the New York Rangers’ Stanley Cup-winning team in 1994, was part of a trio of Detroit executives, along with Rockstrom and general manager Jim Devellano, who knew about Lidstrom. None of them was saying anything.

“He certainly wasn’t a physical killer,” Smith said years later. “He had a great understanding of the game. Nobody could beat him. Just think of a younger version of what you saw in the league all those years.”

The hard part was keeping the rest of the league from stealing Lidstrom away.

“I knew that if we didn’t take him in the third round this year, he’d go in the first round next year, because he’ll play in the World Junior [Championship] for Sweden and then everybody will know about him,” said Smith, who also pleaded with Meehan not to bring Lidstrom to the draft. Meehan complied, and the Red Wings got one of the all-time steals.

After taking center Mike Sillinger in the first round and defenseman Bob Boughner in the second, the Red Wings selected Lidstrom with the 11th selection (53rd overall) in the third round. Years later, Smith called it the best pick of his career. Given the results, it’s hard to argue with him.

5 The rejuvenation of the Red Wings began in the 1983 NHL Draft. Detroit had the fourth choice in the first round, and new general manager Jim Devellano, who had been hired after he’d helped Bill Torrey build the New York Islanders’ dynasty teams of the early 1980s, had his eye on a dynamic 18-year-old center named Pat LaFontaine.

Not only was LaFontaine a premier scorer, he’d grown up in Waterford, Michigan, and had played in the Detroit area before spending the 1982–83 season torching the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League while playing for Verdun. If ever there was a perfect match of player and team, this seemed to be it. Not only would the Red Wings get a future star, they’d get one who could help sell tickets at Joe Louis Arena, which was often half-empty back then.

The problem was getting the chance to take him. The Minnesota North Stars (now the Dallas Stars) had their eyes on US high-school star Brian Lawton with the No. 1 pick, but the Hartford Whalers, picking second, were regarded by many as likely to take LaFontaine with the No. 2 choice.

“I had approached the three teams ahead of me, asking what it would take to flip-flop picks,” Devellano said. But none of the teams ahead of the Red Wings was interested in dealing.

To the surprise of many, the Whalers took forward Sylvain Turgeon with the second choice. That left Devellano’s old team, the Islanders, next on the clock. The Islanders, coming off their fourth straight Stanley Cup championship, had fleeced the Colorado Rockies (who later moved to New Jersey) in a 1981 trade, dealing two spare parts—defenseman Bob Lorimer and forward Dave Cameron—for Colorado’s first-round pick in 1983. That turned out to be the third choice—and Torrey, Devellano’s old boss, decided that LaFontaine was just the player he needed to help keep the dynasty going.

However, Devellano didn’t go on to a Hall of Fame career by being unprepared. Though “Jimmy D” later admitted he’d have taken LaFontaine had he been available, he had a Plan B ready to go. That plan turned out to be Yzerman, a skinny, 175-pound center who had put up 91 points (42 goals, 49 assists) in 56 games for Peterborough of the Ontario Hockey League in 1982–83.

“We feel he can contribute right away,” Devellano said after the draft. “My only concern is that because of his age—he’s only 18—his strength is a question mark. But I think he’s gonna make it.”

6 Pavel Datsyuk arrived in Detroit just in time to grab No. 13.

Datsyuk was the 171st player taken in the 1998 NHL Draft, a kid from Sverdlovsk, Russia, who was allowed to mature in his home country by the talent-laden Red Wings until they brought him to North America in 2001.

That was just in time to nab No. 13, which had been left open by a trade that sent forward Vyacheslav Kozlov to the Buffalo Sabres as part of the package that brought goaltender Dominik Hasek to the Wings. Kozlov had been a two-time 30-goal scorer for the Red Wings and a valuable member of their Stanley Cup-winning teams in 1997 and 1998. But he’d scored just 18 goals in 1999–2000 and 20 in 2000–01, and the Wings deemed him expendable (partly because they knew that Datsyuk was in the pipeline).

Kozlov had worn No. 13 from the time he joined the Red Wings for seven games in the 1991–92 season, making him the third Detroit player to wear what many players deemed “unlucky No. 13.”

The first Red Wing to wear No. 13 didn’t do so for long.

Harold “Gizzy” Hart was a left wing who played for Detroit (then known as the Cougars) during 1926–27, the franchise’s inaugural season. He had spent the previous three seasons with the Victoria Cougars of the Western Hockey League and came to Detroit after the WHL went out of business.

Hart’s time with the Red Wings was short. After he went without a point in two games, Detroit sold Hart to the Montreal Canadiens on December 12, 1926. Hart played the rest of the 1926–27 season and all of 1927–28 with the Canadiens, returned to the minors with the Providence Reds from 1928 to 1932, and then returned to the Canadiens for 18 games in 1932–33. He went back to the minor league Reds until 1934, then spent his final career season of 1937–38 with the Southern Saskatchewan Senior Hockey League’s (SSSHL’s) Weyburn Beavers.

Hart was the only Red Wing to wear No. 13 until Kozlov did so in 1991.

7 Mike Modano was already the highest-scoring NHL player born in the United States when he came home to the Red Wings in 2010. Modano had played for Detroit Compuware in 1985–86, finishing with 66 goals and 131 points before going to spend three seasons with Prince Albert of the Western Hockey League. His 47-goal, 127-point season in 1987–88 attracted the attention of the Minnesota North Stars, who took him with the No. 1 pick in the 1988 NHL Draft.

Modano signed with the North Stars on Christmas Day in 1988, joined them for two playoff games in 1989, then became a full-time NHL player in 1989–90, finishing his rookie season with 29 goals and 75 points.

He became the face of the franchise after the North Stars became the Dallas Stars in 1993 and helped carry them to the Stanley Cup in 1999 (still the only Cup in that team’s history). He played all six games in the Final against the Buffalo Sabres despite a broken wrist sustained in Game 2. He had seven points (all assists) in the Final and led the Stars in the playoffs with 23 points.

But the Stars announced after the 2009–10 season that they wouldn’t re-sign Modano, and after deciding he wanted to continue playing, Modano signed a one-year contract with the Red Wings. The No. 9 he’s worn in Minnesota and Dallas had long since been retired in Detroit in honor of Gordie Howe, so Modano opted to wear No. 90.

Coach Mike Babcock planned to have Modano center the third line between Dan Cleary and Jiri Hudler. He got off to a sensational start, taking a pass from Cleary and scoring against the Anaheim Ducks at 5:35 of the first period in Detroit’s season opener on October 8, 2010, at Joe Louis Arena, sparking his new team to a 4–0 win. But Modano wound up being limited to 40 games during the 2010–11 season after a skate severed a tendon in his right wrist. He finished the season with four goals and 15 points, giving him 561 goals and 1,374 points in 1,499 regular-season games during 21 seasons. He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in November 2014, and he was named to the 100 Greatest NHL Players in 2017.

8 Dave Lewis never spent a day in the minor leagues. He played 1,008 NHL games doing one of hockey’s most thankless jobs, being a defensive defenseman. Lewis never scored more than five goals or had more than 29 points in his 15 NHL seasons, the last two of which were spent with the Red Wings.

His playing career ended after he dressed for six games with Detroit during the 1987–88 season, but his involvement with the team didn’t. The Red Wings hired him as an assistant under coach Jacques Demers.

Lewis remained as an assistant after Bryan Murray took over as coach in 1990 and was kept when Scotty Bowman succeeded Murray in 1993. Lewis was promoted to associate coach in 1995, largely focusing on the defense, and was part of the Red Wings during their Stanley Cup-winning seasons in 1996–97, 1997–98, and 2001–02.

When Bowman called it a career after the Wings won the Cup in 2002, Lewis was the logical successor. He got the job on July 17, 2002.

The Red Wings had an excellent first season under Lewis, finishing first in the Central Division, second in the Western Conference, and third in the overall NHL standings at 48–20–10–4 (110 points). They appeared to have an excellent chance to repeat as Stanley Cup champions, only to run into the seventh-seeded Anaheim Ducks, who got a brilliant effort by goaltender Jean-Sebastian Giguere and swept the Western Conference Quarterfinal series in four games, one of the most stunning upsets in playoff history.

But Detroit showed no ill effects from the stunning playoff loss in 2003–04. The Red Wings went 48–21–11–2 that season, winning the Central Division again and finishing first in the NHL standings. This time, they got past the first round of the playoffs, defeating the pesky Nashville Predators in six games. But they came up short in the Western Conference Semifinals, losing to the Calgary Flames in six games. The series was tied 2–2 after four games, but Flames goaltender Miikka Kiprusoff made 31 saves in a 1–0 victory in Game 5 at Joe Louis Arena, and Calgary won, 1–0, in overtime in Game 6.

The lockout that shut down the NHL for the 2004–05 season spelled the end to Lewis’s coaching career in Detroit. His contract was allowed to run out on June 30, 2005, and he was rehired as a scout on August 9, 2005.

Lewis spent one season as a Wings scout before being hired as coach of the Boston Bruins in 2006, but he was let go after the Bruins went 35–41–6 in 2006–07 and missed the playoffs. Since then, he’s been an assistant with the Los Angeles Kings and Carolina Hurricanes, and he has coached the national teams of Ukraine and Belarus.

9 For all of Gordie Howe’s brilliance during his 25 seasons with the Red Wings, he never scored more than three goals in a single game. Mr. Hockey had 19 regular-season hat tricks and one in the Stanley Cup Playoffs on April 10, 1954.

He’d have had to combine two of those hat tricks to equal the performance that Syd Howe (no relation) had against the New York Rangers on February 3, 1944.

Less than two weeks after Syd scored three times against the lowly Rangers—they finished that season 6–39–5—in Detroit’s historic 15–0 win on January 23, 1944, he doubled that feat during the Red Wings’ 12–2 win at the Olympia.

In front of a crowd of 12,293, the Red Wings were already leading, 1–0, when Howe scored his 18th goal of the season, beating goaltender Ken McAuley at 11:27. His second goal of the night came 18 seconds later and gave the Red Wings a 3–0 lead after one period.

The game was still 3–0 late in the second period when Howe completed his seventh regular-season hat trick by scoring at 17:52. Goal number four came 62 seconds later, and Cully Simon scored with four seconds remaining in the period for a 6–0 lead.

After Mud Bruneteau made it 7–0 early in the third period, Howe struck for two more quick goals to complete his historic night. Don Grasso and Bruneteau each assisted, when Howe scored first at 8:17 and again at 9:14

“They were going in the net tonight,” said Howe, who was carried off the ice on the shoulders of his teammates. “I don’t remember any goal in particular. The boys were feeding them to me nicely.

“No celebration for me,” he added, according to the Detroit News, “I’m due at work at 7:10 a.m.”

Howe worked as a machinist at Ford Motor Company by day, playing center and left wing by night.

He became the first NHL player to score six goals in a game since Cy Denneny of the Ottawa Senators had done it on March 7, 1921. Only two players since Howe have scored six goals in a game: Red Berenson of the St. Louis Blues did it against the Philadelphia Flyers on November 7, 1968, and Darryl Sittler of the Toronto Maple Leafs scored six goals during his NHL record 10-point night against the Boston Bruins on February 7, 1976.

Oddly enough, Howe didn’t have the biggest offensive performance on the Red Wings that night. Grasso had one goal of his own and assisted on six others, including five by Howe, for seven points. Perhaps incredibly, Howe also scored all six of his goals without benefit of a power play; the Rangers didn’t take a penalty all night.

10 Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final is one of the ultimate contests in any sport. Having the most important game of the season go into overtime ups the pressure exponentially.

Such a scenario had never happened from the time the NHL went to a best-of-seven format in the Final in 1939 until 1950, when the Red Wings played the New York Rangers.

On paper, it was a series that should never have gone to a seventh game. The Red Wings had run away with first place, finishing the 70-game season with 88 points—remember, there was no overtime or shootouts used to determine a winner if the game was tied after 60 minutes during that era—while the Rangers were a distant fourth with 67. But the Rangers upset the Montreal Canadiens in the Semifinals, winning in five games behind the goaltending of Chuck Rayner, who won the Hart Trophy as regular-season MVP. The Red Wings had to go seven games to eliminate the Toronto Maple Leafs and needed to win Games 6 (4–0 at Toronto) and 7 (1–0 at Detroit on an overtime goal by Leo Reise).

They’d lost Gordie Howe in Game 1, when Howe missed his check on Leafs center Ted “Teeder” Kennedy and went face-first into the boards. Howe was carried off the ice with a badly broken skull and didn’t play again until the following season. But in Detroit’s favor, the Rangers wouldn’t get to play a home game. With the circus taking over Madison Square Garden, the Rangers were the “home” team for Games 2 and 3 at Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto, with all other games at the Olympia.

The series started according to form, with Detroit winning the opener, 4–1. The Rangers won, 3–1, in Game 2, but a 4–0 win in Game 3 sent the series back to Detroit with the Red Wings poised to close it out quickly. But that didn’t happen, largely thanks to Rayner and New York center Don Raleigh, who scored in overtime for a 3–2 win in Game 4, then did it again in OT for a 2–1 win in Game 5, becoming the first player to score back-to-back overtime goals in the Final in the process.

The Red Wings were on the ropes when the Rangers took 2–0 and 3–1 leads in Game 6, then fell behind again when Tony Leswick scored 1:54 into the third period to give New York a 4–3 lead. But Ted Lindsay scored less than three minutes later to get the Wings even, and Sid Abel’s goal midway through the third period stood up for a 5–4 win.

One night later, on April 23, 1950, the Red Wings again found themselves playing from behind, when New York scored two power-play goals in a 64-second span for a 2–0 lead after one period. Pete Babando and Abel scored power-play goals 21 seconds apart early in the second period to tie the game, and after Buddy O’Connor’s goal midway through the period put New York back in front, Jim Peters scored at 15:57 to get the Red Wings even at 3–3.
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