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AUDIO AND AUDIOSCRIPTS


The audio files and audioscripts for all listening prompts can also be found online at online.barronsbooks.com
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Introduction
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The Writing section of the TOEFL® Internet-based Test (iBT) includes two writing tasks: an Integrated Task and an Independent Task.




INTEGRATED TASK


This task consists of a 250–300 word passage on an academic subject followed by a two-minute lecture or discussion on the same topic. The test taker is then given a question about the topic. The test taker must write a 150- to 225-word summary of the important points made in the listening passage and explain how these points relate to those in the reading passage. The test taker may write more than 225 words if time permits.


INDEPENDENT TASK


This task asks for an opinion about a topic. The test taker will use personal knowledge and experience to write an essay of at least 300 words to answer the question. The test taker may write more than 300 words if time permits.


The test taker has a total of 50 minutes to complete these two essays: 20 minutes for the Integrated Task and 30 minutes for the Independent Task. Both essays must be written on the computer; they cannot be written by hand. The essays are then scored by a human rater and the e-rater, a computer program. In cases where the two scores differ greatly, a second human rater may be consulted. Each essay receives a score of 0–5.





HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


There are three steps in creating an essay: planning, writing, and revising. Writing for the TOEFL iBT provides a step-by-step guide for planning, writing, and revising your essays for both the Integrated Task and the Independent Task on the TOEFL iBT. You will learn to follow a simple three-step model and practice applying it to writing both types of essays.
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You will have 20 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay for the Integrated Task, and you will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay for the Independent Task. In those limited amounts of time, you must produce writing that is clear, coherent, and correct. This book will help you do that.


Just as you must plan your essays, you also need to plan your studying. This book provides you with a plan for studying for the TOEFL iBT essays. By following the chapters in the book in order and doing all the practice exercises, you will learn a three-step method for writing your essays, and you will have many opportunities to practice writing. You will also learn writing skills that you can apply to both tasks and to your writing in general.




WARNING


Study the models carefully. Analyze them completely. Do NOT memorize them. Your writing will not be scored if it matches an essay in this book. Your writing on the TOEFL iBT must be your OWN original work.





The best way to learn to write is by writing. You will do a great deal of writing when you do the practice exercises and practice tasks in this book. For additional practice, you can choose topics from the integrated tasks and independent essays at the back of the book.


When you are learning to write, you must, at the same time, learn to revise. You must make it a habit to revise the essays you write for practice in this book. Revision is as important a part of the writing process as the writing itself.


A good essay takes time—time to plan, time to write, time to revise. When you write your TOEFL iBT essays, you will have a limited amount of time. If you take the time now to learn how to write, you’ll easily be able to write your TOEFL iBT essays in the limited time allowed.


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS


How Much Time Do I Have to Work on Each Writing Task?


For the Integrated Task, after you read the passage for three minutes and listen to the lecture, you have 20 minutes to plan and write your essay. For the Independent Task, you have 30 minutes to plan and write your essay on the given topic.


Do I Have to Use the Computer?


Yes, you do. It is an Internet-based test. Use of the computer is required. You should learn to use the QWERTY keyboard. This keyboard is named for the first six letters on the top row of letters.


Do I Have a Choice of Topic?


No, you don’t. For the Integrated Task, you will respond to a question using information from the reading passage and lecture provided. For the Independent Task, you will be given only one topic, and you must write about that topic.


Will All Test Takers Have the Same Topic?


No, not every test taker will have the same topic.


What Will Happen If I Don’t Understand the Topic on the Independent Task?


If you study this book, that won’t be a problem. You will understand all the possible topics. On the day of the test, you will not receive any help with the topic.


What Will Happen If I Don’t Understand How to Work the Computer?


There will be test administrators in the room who can answer your questions about using the computer. They will not answer any questions about the use of English.



What Kind of Pencils Should I Bring?


None. Everything you need to write your essays will be given to you at the testing center. If you need extra pencils or paper, ask your test administrator.


Can I Bring a Clock with Me?


No. Nothing can be brought into the test room. You can wear your watch or look at the clock on the computer screen.


Can I Bring a Dictionary with Me?


No. Nothing can be brought into the test room.


Can I Bring Paper with Me?


No. Nothing can be brought into the test room. Scratch paper will be supplied.


What Happens to the Notes I Take?


You can write your notes in English or your first language. They will be collected and discarded. They will not be seen by the raters.


Is There a Spell Checker or Grammar Checker on the Computer?


No. You will have to do your own proofreading. Don’t worry about a few spelling errors or a few mistakes with punctuation or grammar. A few small errors will not count against your score. Hint: If you are unsure how to spell a word, use a word you do know how to spell.


How Long Should the Writing Sample Be?


On the Integrated Task, you should write 150–225 words. You may write more if you have time. On the Independent Task, you should write around 300 words. You may write more if you have time.


What’s More Important, Organization or Grammar?


Both are important. A reader judges an essay on its organization, the use of details to support the main points, and your facility with English. See the section, Scoring the Essay, for more information on this.


What Happens If I Don’t Finish?


You do not need to have an elegantly stated conclusion. What you do write should demonstrate your facility with English. Do not end with an apology. Do not apologize to the reader for what you did not do or for what you think you should have done better.


Is There an Extra Fee for the Writing Section of the Test?


No. The test fee covers all parts of the TOEFL.



Is the Writing Section Required?


Yes. All test takers who take the TOEFL must take the writing section of the test.


How Is My Writing Scored?


Each essay is scored by a human rater and the e-rater, a computer program, on a scale of 0–5. If the two scores differ greatly, a second human rater may be consulted. The score is then converted to a scaled score of 0–30.


Will I See My Scores Immediately?


No. Your scores will be available online and mailed to you approximately two weeks after the test date.


What If I Don’t Like My Scores?


Sign up to take the test again after you do all the exercises in this book a few more times. You should see an improvement in your scores.


Where Can I Find Extra Help?


Visit the Learning Center on Dr. Lin Lougheed’s website at www.lougheed.com to view sample essays.


For test tips and new vocabulary words, follow Dr. Lin Lougheed on Twitter @LinLougheed.


Want your essays posted to Facebook for feedback from others? Post them directly at http://www.facebook.com/EssayTOEFL.IELTS or search on Facebook for “IELTS and TOEFL Essay Writing.”


TO THE TEACHER


Writing for the TOEFL iBT presents step-by-step methods for completing the two tasks in the writing section of the TOEFL. By following the steps in order, your students will build new skills on top of previously developed ones. Although the activities in this book are specifically aimed at the two writing tasks in the TOEFL, your students will be learning skills that they can apply to their writing in general. They will learn how to organize their thoughts, develop their essays, and use appropriate sentence structure to express their ideas. The activities in this book are well suited for classroom use. The activities are carefully structured and can easily be completed in class. They can also be done as homework and then corrected in class.


Expanding the Activities


INTEGRATED TASK
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This book provides many opportunities for students to plan and practice taking notes on reading passages and lectures. You can provide additional practice by having the students take notes on passages that you or they supply. You can use passages from reading texts, newspapers, magazines, and other sources that are available and are of interest to the students. Encourage the students to read often and to make notes on what they read. Students can bring their notes to class to share with their classmates.
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This book provides many opportunities for practice writing summaries of reading passages and lectures. Again, you can provide additional practice by having the students write summaries of things they have read or news stories they have listened to. Encourage students to share with the class summaries of interesting articles they have read or movies or TV programs they have seen.
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While working on Step 3, students can practice revising by checking each other’s work, looking at the development, organization, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. The Writing Skills section of the book provides practice with using transition words and variety in sentence structure and can be studied in conjunction with Step 3.


INDEPENDENT TASK
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In order to plan their responses to the writing topics, students need to be able to formulate opinions on these topics. They must get used to thinking about and describing reasons and advantages or disadvantages. In small groups, students can brainstorm and discuss their ideas on the writing topics presented throughout the book and in the Appendix. Students can then practice writing thesis statements and developing concept maps on the same subjects.
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When the class is working on Steps 2 and 3, have the students check each other’s essays to make sure there is a topic sentence in each paragraph and that both the theme and all the supporting points are mentioned in the introduction. Have the students check the conclusion to make sure the theme is summarized there. The model essays in the Appendix can be used for additional practice. Have the students identify in a model essay the theme and supporting points in the introduction, topic sentences in the body of the essay, and the summarized theme in the conclusion.
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While working on Step 3, students can practice revising by checking each other’s work using the revision checklist. Again, the Writing Skills section of this book can be studied along with these steps.


Writing Skills


While working on this section of the book, you can use the model essays in the Appendix to provide additional practice. You can ask students to look at these essays for examples of transition words, different types of sentences, parallel structure, passive and active voice, or whatever aspect of sentence writing you wish to focus on.
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OVERVIEW—INTEGRATED TASK



Write 150–225 words in 20 minutes.


1.First, you will read a 250–300 word passage on an academic subject. You will have three minutes to read.


2.Then, you will listen to a two-minute lecture or discussion on the same topic. You can take notes while you listen.


3.You will not be able to read the audio lecture during the test. You will only hear it. You will not be able to see the reading passage while you listen to the audio.
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Scoring


The Integrated Task essay is scored on a scale of 0 to 5. The scorers will look at how well you addressed the task of summarizing and comparing the reading selection and the listening selection. They will also look at your use of correct grammatical forms and vocabulary. The chart on page 7 provides some simple descriptions of the characteristics of essays at three levels.
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OVERVIEW—INDEPENDENT TASK


Write at least 300 words in 30 minutes.


You will read a question that asks for your opinion on a topic.


Sample Question
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Scoring


The Independent Task essay is scored on a scale of 0 to 5. The scorers will look at how well you addressed the topic and developed and supported your ideas. They will also look at your use of correct grammatical forms and vocabulary. The chart on page 9 provides some simple descriptions of the characteristics of essays at three levels.
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WRITING STRATEGIES


1.Understand the directions before you begin. Focus on the task, not the directions.


2.In the Integrated Task, take notes as you read. This will help you remember the key words.


3.In the Integrated Task, as you read, try to guess what the lecture will be about.


4.In the Integrated Task, take notes as you listen to the lecture. This will help you understand the relation between the reading passage and the lecture.


5.Read the question carefully and understand what you are to do.


6.Make an idea map to help you organize your essay.


7.In the Integrated Task, write at least one paragraph about the reading passage and at least one paragraph about the lecture.


8.Write in English. You will not have time to translate your essay from your native language into English.


9.Use words and grammar that you are familiar with.


10.Pay attention to the time. Leave a few minutes to go over your writing so you can correct any mistakes.


TIME STRATEGIES


1.The Integrated Task lasts a total of 25 minutes. You will have 3 minutes to read the article and then you will listen to a lecture for 2 minutes. Following that, you will have 20 minutes to write your essay. Divide your writing time as follows:
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2.On the Independent Task, you will have 30 minutes to write your essay. Divide your writing time as follows:


[image: ]


3.The time remaining is shown on the title bar of the computer screen. Check the time periodically.


4.Use your planning time to write a good outline or idea map. This will help you focus your writing time.


5.You should write 150–225 words for the Integrated Task and at least 300 words for the Independent Task. Don’t try to write a lot more than this. You won’t have time.


6.Time yourself when writing essays for practice. This will help you get used to writing a complete essay within the allowed time limit.
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Self-Test
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Try the Self-Test for the Integrated and the Independent Tasks now. Pretend you are taking the actual TOEFL. Later, as you study this book, come back to this Self-Test and take it again. When you finish the book, take the test one last time. See how much easier it is. See how much you have learned about planning, writing, and revising.


INTEGRATED TASK


Give yourself 3 minutes to read the passage. Then listen to the lecture. The lecture will take about 2 minutes. Don’t forget to take notes as you listen and read. You should begin thinking about your planning as you do this. Then write an essay in response to the question within 20 minutes. Write between 150 and 225 words.


Divide your writing time like this:
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Read this passage within three minutes.


Homework is an important part of a child’s school experience. It supports academic learning in a variety of ways. Here are some reasons why homework needs to be part of every school program. In the first place, homework is known to improve academic performance. Children who do at least 30 minutes of homework a day get better grades and higher test scores than children who do not do any homework on a regular basis. Homework also extends learning time. Teachers have to cover a lot of material in a short school day. Modern life is complicated, and children have to master many difficult concepts. Working on homework assignments gives them more time with their school subjects and more opportunity to better understand them.


Another very important aspect of homework is parental involvement. When children work on school assignments at home, their parents have a chance to see what they are learning in school and to support them in their learning process. Teachers have to work with large groups of children. A parent helping a child with an assignment at home, on the other hand, can more easily observe how that child learns. If the child needs special support or shows signs of a learning disability, the parent can then seek any professional help his or her child may need. There are so many advantages to doing homework. It is an important part of any academic program.
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Track 1


Listen to the lecture.
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Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims made in the reading passage.


A model essay for this topic can be found in the Model Essays section in the Appendix. Your essay does not have to match this model. It is only one of many possible responses.










INDEPENDENT TASK



Read the topic and plan your essay. Write an essay on this topic within 30 minutes. Write at least 300 words.


Divide your writing time like this:
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Essay Topic 1
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TIP


Remember to time yourself when writing the essays throughout this book. Follow the suggested time management plan on page 10.
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Write on your computer or on a separate piece of paper.


A model essay for this topic can be found in the Model Essays section in the Appendix. Your essay does not have to match this model. It is only one of many possible responses.
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Writing Skills: Integrated Task
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STEP 1: PLAN


HOW TO TAKE NOTES


Taking good notes is an important part of planning your essay. In this section, you will learn how to take notes on the reading passage and on the lecture and you will learn different ways of organizing your notes.


Reading


The reading passage generally will have a main idea and three supporting ideas. The lecture will either support or contradict each of the supporting ideas explained in the reading passage. When you read, you will need to identify the main idea and the supporting ideas.


On the TOEFL iBT, the reading passage is on the computer screen. You cannot mark or highlight it as you could if you were reading a book. You must take notes on a piece of paper. You will need to summarize or paraphrase the main ideas and the supporting details. You will need to compare them to the lecture.


Look at the example below of a reading passage. The first highlighted sentence is the topic or main idea of the whole passage. The other highlighted words or phrases are the main ideas of the paragraphs. Notice that these come at or near the beginning of each paragraph.




TIP


Every passage has a main idea. Every paragraph should also have a main idea. Topic is another way of referring to the main idea of the whole passage. A thesis statement is what you plan to write about—it is your main idea statement for the whole essay.
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Much research has been done into learning styles. Many educators believe that understanding learning styles can greatly improve what goes on in a classroom or training session. Individuals who are aware of their own learning styles can better focus their learning. Professors and trainers who understand different learning styles are better able to design instruction so as to reach all their students or trainees.


Learning styles have been described in different ways. People may be described as auditory learners, who learn best by listening; visual learners, who learn best by seeing; or kinesthetic learners, who learn best by doing. Another system sees some people as active learners who process new information by doing something with it or using it in some way. Other learners are seen as reflective, preferring to process new information by thinking about it rather than by using it. Similarly, learners might be described as either sequential or global. Sequential learners see new information in logically connected steps, whereas global learners understand things better by looking at the whole picture rather than focusing on the parts.


Understanding learning styles can improve study skills. Sequential learners, for example, can make a habit of outlining new information. Auditory learners can form study groups so that they can talk with others about the topics they are learning. Reflective learners can find ways to reflect on what they have learned, by asking themselves questions about the material, for example, or by writing summaries.


Professors and trainers who understand the different types of learning styles can take them into account when designing their courses. By incorporating a variety of types of activities into their teaching, professors and trainers have a better chance of reaching all their students and improving the learning experience for everyone.


Listening


When you listen to the lecture, listen for the main idea and supporting ideas. Usually the speaker will give the main idea or his or her opinion in the first few sentences. The supporting ideas follow. Listen for how the supporting ideas support or contradict the ideas you read about in the reading passage.


Look at the example below of part of a lecture. The first highlighted phrase is the topic or main idea of the lecture. The other highlighted phrases are supporting details.
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There has been a lot of interest in learning styles over the years, but despite all the research that has been done on the topic, it doesn’t present a magic solution. For one thing, there are topics that have to be presented in certain ways, no matter what the learning styles of the students may be. Mathematics, for example, needs to be taught in a logical, patterned way. It is also true that many students simply aren’t interested in finding out about their learning style. They don’t want to spend time reflecting on how they learn and then applying this to their study habits. They don’t see a value in it. Instructors, too, aren’t necessarily interested. In fact, many instructors tend to teach the way they themselves were taught. Or they present information in the way they understand it, according to their own style, with the assumption that everyone learns the way they do. So, while the research may provide us with some interesting information and food for thought, applying the results to real-life situations can be problematic.


OUTLINES


Good notes will make planning your essay much easier. When you take your notes, you write down the topic or main idea for the entire passage or lecture. You also write down the supporting details. You can write these down in outline form. This will help you organize your ideas when you write your essay. Your notes will not be collected or graded. They are for your use only. It is important to practice taking notes so that you can learn to write them quickly. The time you have for planning and writing your essay is limited.



SAMPLE OUTLINES


Look at these outlines for the sample reading passage and sample lecture.


Outline for Reading
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Outline for Lecture
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Allow yourself three minutes to read each passage and take notes in outline form. Then listen to the corresponding lecture and take notes in outline form. In your notes, write the main idea and the supporting details. Make a copy of the blank outline on this page as many times as you need and use the copies for taking your notes.




TIP


For extra practice, do these outlines twice: once using just phrases, the second time using complete sentences.





OUTLINE


Main idea
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[image: ] READING 1


Read the paragraph and take notes in outline form.


An invasive plant is a nonnative plant that, when introduced into a new location, causes damage to the local ecosystem. In the United States, there are over one thousand species of nonnative plants that have been identified as a threat to native plants and animals. Gardening is a common way for nonnative plants to be introduced into a new area. In the past, gardeners cultivated nonnative species for food or medicine. These days, gardeners still bring in plants from other parts of the world because they want hardy or drought-resistant plants or because of the particular beauty of some species. If conditions are right in the new environment, these nonnative plants can escape the garden and grow wild, potentially spreading out over a wide region. Invasive species grow aggressively, taking over an area and pushing out native plants. They may shade out local plants, strangle them with vines, or deplete the soil of nutrients. They may also cause problems for animals that depend on the habitat created by native plants. As the native plants are pushed out, certain animals’ sources of food and shelter disappear.
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Track 2


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.
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Read the paragraph and take notes in outline form.


Smoking prevention campaigns, particularly those aimed at young people, have met with significant success all around the country. An example of a great success is the recently concluded antismoking campaign aimed at teens, which was carried out in several cities in the Midwestern region. The campaign had several elements. They included advertising on TV and the Internet; the implementation of no-smoking policies in places frequented by teens, such as schools, clubs and parks; and various community antismoking events, including workshops, school assemblies, and social get-togethers. A survey was conducted at the conclusion of the campaign. Almost 25 percent of the respondents said that they had participated in at least one of the antismoking events, while over half reported having seen at least one antismoking ad. The survey also found that those who had seen the ads or participated in the events were more likely to report that they were not likely to try smoking. The public health department plans to continue and expand the campaign so as to reach more young people. Clearly, such campaigns can go a long way toward addressing public health issues.
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Track 3


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.
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Read the paragraph and take notes in outline form.


Most experts agree that young children should not be using cell phones because this is harmful to their emotional, psychological, and cognitive development. Some also say that the ban on cell phone use should continue at least until the child reaches high school age. That is an extreme point of view, however. Younger children need to learn how to function in today’s technologically focused society, and learning to use their own cell phones is an important part of this.


Adults rely on their cell phones for important information. They use them to keep up with the news, to find directions to places they visit, to check the weather report, to search job ads. As children learn to use this technology, they develop skills and knowledge that are important for them now as they study and will be important later on as they look for work and pursue their careers.


Cell phones are also important for a child’s safety. Parents always know where their children are if they can call them on their cell phones. Likewise, having a phone makes it easy for a child to contact a parent in any situation. We all have busy lives these days, but phones help us stay in contact with our families for both comfort and safety.


Finally, cell phones are an important part of a child’s social development. Many preteens have phones and use them to stay in contact with their friends. A child who does not have a phone misses out on many opportunities to interact with her peers and may easily fall behind in the development of social skills.
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Track 4


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.
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Read the paragraph and take notes in outline form.


Animal-assisted therapy is the use of companion animals to help people improve their emotional and physical health. It is common for psychiatrists and psychologists to recommend pets to patients struggling with emotional difficulties. Interaction with pets appears to have benefits for physical health as well.


Pets are a good source of emotional support. They are wonderful companions for people suffering from loneliness. People who don’t connect easily with other people may enter more easily into a relationship with a pet because it is a nonthreatening and nonjudgmental relationship. Caring for pets can also give focus to people’s lives by establishing a need for a daily routine and providing opportunities for hobbies and club activities. In addition, pets provide comfort and a diversion from worries. Developing a relationship of trust with a pet can help relieve people suffering from anxiety.


There is also documentation that caring for pets can improve physical health. It has been shown that petting and talking to a pet lowers blood pressure and heart rate and improves survival rates from heart disease. Pets also provide the opportunity for regular physical activity. Research has shown that pet owners make up to 20 percent fewer visits to doctor’s offices than non-pet owners.


Animal-assisted therapy has also been shown to be useful to people in recovery from illness or injury. Working with pets helps patients stay motivated as they work toward recovery and practice their physical therapy. Overall, it is becoming more widely accepted that animal-assisted therapy can provide emotional support and physical benefits to all types of patients.
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Track 5


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.
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The paleo diet, also known as the caveman diet, is enjoying enormous popularity. But it is more than just a fad. It is a way of eating that can form part of a healthy lifestyle.


Before the rise of agriculture, people did not have access to foods such as grains, legumes, and dairy products. They ate what they could hunt and gather—meat, fruits and vegetables, and nuts and seeds. These types of foods are the basis for the paleo diet. Why are people interested in this way of eating? In modern, industrialized societies, many people suffer from chronic conditions such as diabetes, heart disease, and obesity, largely because of the way we eat. Our Stone Age ancestors did not suffer from these diseases. They had a much more healthful diet.


The modern paleo diet is high in nutrition. Because of its emphasis on meat, fish, and seeds and nuts, it provides plenty of protein. Because of its emphasis on fresh fruits and vegetables, it also provides many important vitamins and minerals. It also includes healthy fats, such as those found in fish, nuts, and seeds, while eliminating dairy fat, a major contributor to heart disease.


In addition, people who want to lose weight have had a lot of success with the paleo diet. This diet does not include carbohydrates from grains and legumes, which are a major source of calories for most modern people.


The paleo diet involves eating foods that are delicious, nutritious, and good for your overall health. What’s not to like?
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Track 6


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.
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[image: ] READING 6


There is a great deal of talk about electric cars these days. They are put forth as the solution to clean transportation. But they may not be the answer people wish them to be.


The fact is, electric cars are available only to those people who can afford to buy them. While more models have come on the market recently and the prices have come down, the cost is still higher than many gasoline-powered cars. In addition, there is the expense of having a charger installed in your garage, which may require significant and costly rewiring of your electric system.


Electric cars are also not convenient to use, especially for long distance travel. A gasoline car can travel for 300 miles or more before needing to refuel. Filling up a car’s gas tank takes just a few minutes, and gas stations can be found everywhere. Electric cars, on the other hand, have a range of between 150 and 200 miles, generally. Then, the driver needs to locate a charging station and wait while the battery recharges. If a fast charger is available, this could take an hour. If only a lower level charger is available, recharging can take several hours or overnight.


Finally, the main reason there is interest in electric cars is because they don’t burn fossil fuels. Unlike gasoline-powered cars, they don’t pollute the air. However, this is not completely true. Electric cars get their energy from power plants, many of which generate electricity by burning coal. So, even if indirectly, these cars do rely on fossil fuels for energy.
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Track 7


Listen to the lecture and take notes in outline form.










STEP 2: WRITE



WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT


Your thesis statement is what you plan to write about. It is your main idea statement for the whole essay. For the Integrated Task, your thesis statement must refer to the main ideas of both the reading passage and the lecture and must say whether the ideas are similar or opposite.


POINT OF VIEW


In both the reading passage and the lecture, a point of view is explained. When you write your response for the Integrated Task you will have to restate these points of view. You can look at the main idea that you wrote in your notes. This should be a restatement or summary of the main point of view explained in the reading passage or the lecture.


When you restate another person’s ideas, you use reporting verbs. Here are a few common reporting verbs.




TIP


Some reporting verbs have special meanings. Look up these verbs in a dictionary so that you know what each one means.
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Look at the following examples of restating a point of view.


[image: ]



Tell and Warn



Tell is usually followed by an object.


The author tells us that students don’t always care about learning styles.


Warn is sometimes followed by an object, but not always.


The author warns us that students don’t always care about learning styles.


The author warns that students don’t always care about learning styles.










[image: ] PRACTICE 1


Look at the main ideas in the notes you wrote in Step 1: Plan, Practice 1 on page 18. Rewrite and copy each idea on a separate piece of paper as a restatement of point of view. Use reporting verbs.


[image: ]


COMPARE AND CONTRAST




TIP


See page 114 for more examples of ways to compare and contrast.





When you write your response for the Integrated Task, you will be asked to compare the ideas in the reading passage and the lecture if they are similar in some way. You may be asked how the information in the lecture adds to, supports, or explains the information in the reading passage. Here are some words you can use when you compare ideas.


Compare
















	like


	similar to


	also







	and


	similarly


	likewise







	in the same way


	as


	agree








You will be asked to contrast the ideas in the reading passage and the lecture if they are different or opposite to each other. You may be asked how the information in the lecture casts doubt on the information in the reading passage. Here are some words you can use when you contrast ideas.


Contrast
















	however


	on the other hand


	but







	although


	in contrast


	disagree








In Practice 1 on page 24, you restated the main point of view of each reading passage and lecture. When you write your thesis statement, you will put these two ideas together and say whether they are similar or opposing points of view.


Look at these examples from the reading on pages 15–16.
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These ideas are opposite to each other. When you write the thesis statement, you will contrast them.


[image: ]


This example uses the word however to show that the two points of view oppose each other.


See page 114 for more examples of ways to compare and contrast.










[image: ] PRACTICE 2


Look at the restated points of view you wrote in Practice 1 on page 24. On a separate piece of paper, Write a thesis statement that combines each pair of viewpoints.


1.Compare Reading 1 and Lecture 1 points of view.


Thesis statement: _____________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


2.Contrast Reading 2 and Lecture 2 points of view.


Thesis statement: ________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


3.Contrast Reading 3 and Lecture 3 points of view.


Thesis statement: _____________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


4.Compare Reading 4 and Lecture 4 points of view.


Thesis statement: ________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


5.Contrast Reading 5 and Lecture 5 points of view.


Thesis statement: ________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


6.Compare Reading 6 and Lecture 6 points of view.


Thesis statement: ________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


WRITE THE SUPPORTING DETAILS


When you write your response for the Integrated Task, you must explain the ideas you read and heard. These are not your own, original ideas. They are your explanation or report of other people’s ideas.


When you write the supporting details in your response, you should report the most important supporting details the author and speaker used. You can use paraphrasing and citing to do this.


Paraphrasing


When you paraphrase, you use your own words to express what another person wrote or said. When you paraphrase a sentence or a group of sentences, focus on the most important points. Restate them in your own words by using synonyms, changing the word order, using active instead of passive voice, and leaving out the less important details.


Original


People may be described as auditory learners, who learn best by listening; visual learners, who learn best by seeing; or kinesthetic learners, who learn best by doing.


Paraphrase


Some people learn more easily by listening, others by seeing, and still others by doing.


Original


Another system sees some people as active learners who process new information by doing something with it or using it in some way. Other learners are seen as reflective, preferring to process new information by thinking about it rather than by using it.


Paraphrase


Active learners understand new information by doing something with it. Reflective learners understand information by thinking about it.


Original


Similarly, learners might be described as either sequential or global. Sequential learners see new information in logically connected steps, whereas global learners understand things better by looking at the whole picture rather than focusing on the parts.


Paraphrase


Sequential learners look at information as a series of steps, but global learners prefer to look at the whole rather than the parts.










[image: ] PRACTICE 3


Read each original text. Then choose the best paraphrase.


READING 1


1.In the past, gardeners cultivated nonnative species for food or medicine. Gardeners still bring in plants from other parts of the world because they want hardy or drought-resistant plants or because of the particular beauty of some species.


Paraphrase


(A)In the past, gardeners grew nonnative plants for food and medicine. Now they do not because these plants are neither hardy, drought resistant, or beautiful.


(B)Gardeners around the world introduce each other to different species of plants, always looking for the hardiest or most beautiful.


(C)Often nonnative species are introduced by gardeners for food or medicine, or because they have certain characteristics.


2.Invasive species grow aggressively, taking over an area and pushing out native plants. They may shade out local plants, strangle them with vines, or deplete the soil of nutrients.


Paraphrase


(A)Nonnative species can escape the garden and grow aggressively, using the light, space, and nutrients that native plants need.


(B)Many local plants grow on vines and invade an area with shade.


(C)In order to grow, invasive plants require plenty of shade and soil rich in nutrients.


3.They may also cause problems for animals that depend on the habitat created by native plants. As the native plants are pushed out, certain animals’ sources of food and shelter disappear.


Paraphrase


(A)Animals use up the food supplies that native plants depend on.


(B)Invasive plants can also harm animals by destroying the native plants they depend on for food and shelter.


(C)By seeking food and shelter, animals change the habitat of native plants.


READING 2


4.This program includes an advertising campaign, the implementation of no-smoking policies for places frequented by teens, and various community antismoking events.


Paraphrase


(A)The program frequently included teens who implemented a variety of events.


(B)The program included advertising, no-smoking policies, and antismoking events.


(C)The program implemented advertising in a variety of places throughout the community.


5.Close to 25% of teens surveyed said that they had participated in one of these events during the past year. More significantly, over 50% reported having seen the antismoking ads.


Paraphrase


(A)Many teens participated in the events and many more saw the ads.


(B)Almost 25% of teens had surveyed the program and heard about the events.


(C)A significant number of teens participated in an advertising campaign and reported on the events.


6.The public health department plans to continue and expand the campaign so as to reach more young people throughout the state. Clearly, such campaigns can go a long way toward addressing public health issues.


Paraphrase


(A)The public health department will continue to ask young people throughout the state about public health issues that affect them.


(B)The public health department plans to address more public health issues concerning young people.


(C)The public health department will continue with this successful campaign to improve public health among young people in the state.


READING 3


7.As children learn to use this technology, they develop skills and knowledge that are important for them now as they study and will be important later on as they look for work and pursue their careers.


Paraphrase


(A)It takes a lot of skills and knowledge to learn how to use this technology.


(B)Many careers require people with technological skills and knowledge.


(C)Using this technology helps children while they are in school and as they prepare for their future.


8.Cell phones are also important for a child’s safety. Parents always know where their children are if they can call them on their cell phones. Likewise, having a phone makes it easy for a child to contact a parent in any situation.


Paraphrase


(A)It is easy for children to learn how to use a cell phone to contact their parents.


(B)Parents can teach their children how to use a cell phone safely without supervision.


(C)Cell phones can keep children safe because they make it easy for parents and children to stay in contact with each other.


9.A child who does not have a phone misses out on many opportunities to interact with her peers and may easily fall behind in the development of social skills.


Paraphrase


(A)If a child’s friends all have cell phones, that child will be left out of many social activities if he or she doesn’t also have a phone.


(B)Spending time with peers is an important part of developing the social skills that children need.


(C)Children can develop important skills by teaching each other how to use cell phones.


READING 4


10.In addition, pets provide comfort and a diversion from worries. Developing a relationship of trust with a pet can help relieve people suffering from anxiety.


Paraphrase


(A)Pet owners need to provide comfort to their pets and teach them how to trust people.


(B)Pets provide emotional support by comforting people who are worried or anxious.


(C)It can be difficult to develop a good relationship with your pet if you are worried or anxious.


11.It has been shown that petting and talking to a pet lowers blood pressure and heart rate and improves survival rates from heart disease.


Paraphrase


(A)It is known that interacting with a pet lowers blood pressure and improves survival rates for heart patients.


(B)Paying attention to a pet decreases the pet’s chance of dying from heart disease.


(C)People with lower blood pressure and heart rate are more likely to survive heart disease.


12.Animal-assisted therapy has also been shown to be useful to people in recovery from illness or injury. Working with pets helps patients stay motivated as they work toward recovery and practice their physical therapy.


Paraphrase


(A)Caring for a pet is hard work, and recovering from illness or injury can be, too.


(B)Both animal-assisted therapy and physical therapy help people recover from illness more quickly.


(C)Pets can help patients in recovering from illness because they encourage patients to get better and to practice their physical therapy.
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[image: ] PRACTICE 4


Paraphrase the following original sentences from the lectures on a separate piece of paper. Some of the paraphrases have been partially written for you.


LECTURE 1


1.Garlic mustard, a European native, is an example of a species that has become a problem in several areas in the United States. This plant was introduced to the United States in the nineteenth century as a food source and may have had medicinal uses as well.


Paraphrase


_______________, a European plant, was originally brought _______________ by gardeners as _______________ plant.


2.It prefers moist, shady areas at the edge of woods or along roadsides. It thrives in the same habitat as a number of native midspring bloomers, such as spring beauty, wild ginger, and trillium. Garlic mustard threatens these native species because it aggressively competes with them for light, nutrients, and space.


Paraphrase


Garlic mustard grows _______________ several native spring flowers and uses up ___________________________________________.


3.The West Virginia white butterfly is particularly vulnerable to invasion by garlic mustard. The plant pushes out certain native species of mustard, which constitute the major food source for the caterpillar stage of this rare butterfly. In addition, garlic mustard may contain chemicals which are toxic to the butterfly’s eggs. It has been observed that eggs laid on garlic mustard leaves do not hatch.


Paraphrase


Garlic mustard harms an animal—the white butterfly—by destroying its _______________ and possibly also _______________.


LECTURE 2


4.Surveys taken near the end of this campaign, in March of last year, showed that well over half of those surveyed were aware of the campaign, while at the same time, 40 percent of those surveyed reported that they were unlikely to try smoking in the next year.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


5.Just six months after the campaign ended, however, this last figure changed dramatically.


Paraphrase


[image: ]




TIP


Some sentences include ellipses (. . .). These show where unnecessary words were left out. Some sentences also have words in brackets ([ ]). These words were added to help the reader understand the sentences.





6.At the end of September, 58 percent of survey participants reported that they were “very likely” to smoke in the next year. At the same time, less than 30 percent reported awareness of the antismoking campaign.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


LECTURE 3


7.While it is true that children growing up in today’s society need to be comfortable with using technology, having a personal cell phone is not the only way to do this.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


8.Any information that can be found by using a phone can also be found with a home or school computer. In fact, younger children should not be using any technology without adult supervision.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


9.Any child under 12 or 13 years old should always be with an adult and, if necessary, can borrow that adult’s phone to call his or her parents. Parents who are concerned about safety will not leave their children entirely alone.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


LECTURE 4


10.It is not uncommon for heart patients to suffer from depression as well as anxiety while recovering from surgery. However, the participants in this study who had been caring for dogs reported feeling little anxiety and having no problems with depression.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


11.The participants with pets also had better physical outcomes, including better blood pressure levels as compared to the control group, as well as a 20 percent greater average weight loss.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


12.The participants who had pets attended close to 100 percent of their prescribed physical therapy sessions as compared to the control group, who had an average 60 percent attendance. The participants with pets also reported a greater number of hours engaged in physical activities, such as walking, at home.


Paraphrase


[image: ]


Reporting Verbs


When you write your essay, you will need to use reporting verbs to introduce your paraphrases. Here are some reporting verbs you can use.


[image: ]




TIP


Most of the reporting verbs are followed by a that clause. (Describe is often followed by an object and an as clause instead.) Tell and remind must have an object before that.





Reporting verbs may be followed by a that clause. Tell and remind must have an object before that. Some reporting verbs can be followed by a noun or by a clause beginning with a question word.


[image: ]




TIP


The topic itself and terms customarily used to discuss a topic do not need quotes. Common words do not usually need quotes unless they are used in some unusual way.













[image: ] PRACTICE 5


For each paraphrase below, add an appropriate reporting verb.














	1.Original


	In the past, gardeners cultivated nonnative species for food or medicine. Gardeners still bring in plants from other parts of the world because they want hardy or drought-resistant plants or because of the particular beauty of some species.







	Paraphrase


	The author ______________ that nonnative species may be introduced by gardeners for food or medicine, or because they have certain characteristics.
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Directions: You will have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. You will be given a question about the
topic; you will write a 150- to 225-word summary of the important points made in the listening passage and
explain how these points relate to those in the reading passage. You may write more than 225 words if you wish.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points
made in the reading

Scientists work to genetically modify crops for various reasons. Sometimes | cut || Paste " Undo || Hide | | WordCount | E
the goal may be to develop a crop that is resistant to disease or pesticides.

Another goal is to develop vegetables that have a longer shelf life. O, the
purpose may be to develop a more nutritious form of a food plant. An
example of the latter is golden rice. It was developed by scientists in
Europe. They took ordinary rice and inserted genes from the yellow flower
called daffodil, as well as from a bacterium. This gave the rice the golden
color from which it gets its name. More to the point, however, it added
vitamin A, a nutrient that rice doesn't normally have.

Vitamin A deficiency is a serious problem in many parts of the world.
Vitamin A deficiency can lead to blindness, compromised immunity,
susceptibility to infection, and premature death. Children are especially
affected by iack of this vitamin. According to the World Health Organization,
hundreds of thousands of children go blind every year because of vitamin A
deficiency.

Adding vitamin A to rice, which is a staple food in many of the areas where
malnutition is common, can be an efficient way to address the problem.
Consumption of a varied diet would of course, be the most desirable way to
address nutritional needs. A number of vegetables, such as carrots and
pumpkins, contain high amounts of vitamin A and could address this
vitamin deficiency. However, because of tradition, economic
considerations, and other issues, it is often not possible to pursue this type
of solution. By introducing golden rice into areas where rice is already
consumed on a daily basis, researchers hope to provide a source of this
vitamin that will become part of the normal diet.
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Understanding learning styles doesn’t always provide a solution to learning problems.

Supporting details
1. Certain subjects have to be taught in a certain way.

2. Most students aren’t interested in learning about their learning styles.

3. Instructors aren’t always interested in knowing about the learning styles of their
students.
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Main idea
Understanding learning styles can improve learning and training.

Supporting details
1. There are different ways to describe learning styles.

2. Students can improve their study skills if they understand their learning styles.

3. Professors and trainers can improve their teaching if they understand different
learning styles.






