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”New York is the concentrate of art and commerce and sport and religion and entertainment and finance, bringing to a single compact arena the gladiator, the evangelist, the promoter, the actor, the trader and the merchant.” —E. B. White


Dear NFT User:


We released our first book, the NFT Guide to Manhattan, in May 2000 after two grueling years of research and development in which we pounded the pavement so hard that our feet still hurt. Looking back on those heady first days it’s hard to fathom that over two decades later, we’d be working on our twenty-fourth edition of the guide. That’s 24—a number so high copy editors cry when they see it written out.


But even after 23 editions it always warms each of our cold, crusty, curmudgeonly hearts when we come across someone on the street consulting their little black book. Whether you’re navigating your way through this “concrete jungle where dreams are made of” (as Alicia once sang) using our specially formulated maps that at least one optometrist has ensured us is at least 30 percent less strain-inducing than it once was, or just quietly taking in the full force of our collective genius as we distill the best bar on the block down to a haiku-like three- to ten-word blurb, trust us, we always feel a flush of pride when we see people out in public reading a NFT guide.


That’s because like the best house-cured meat along Arthur Avenue, the finest crust on a Staten Island pizza pie, or the most transcendent Brooklyn mayonnaise, this little black guide is, at its core, an artisanal product. With NFT, the blurbs you get are all house made, never processed, especially via some faceless algorithm—because, let’s face it, our servers could never handle it anyway. Like that roomy boutique on that sketchy block down by the waterfront, NFT is carefully curated to offer you the best of what a neighborhood has to offer. And if a trendy, stinky, or otherwise unfun place isn’t worth your or anyone else’s time, we feel free to exclude it, because at NFT we pride ourselves on not only being “well edited” but actually “best edited.”


Anyway, as we like to say, wrap your furry paws around this superior guide of all things New York City and get ready to scout the holes in the wall so holey the Department of Buildings should have long since shut them down, bars so divey you’ll need a scuba tank to get there, and shops so indispensable they’re still working for Lehman Brothers years after the collapse. Of course if and when you come across something we missed, please send us a note at www.notfortourists.com, because at its core, NFT is a family, and we wouldn’t be who we are without you. So if you’re new to us, welcome! And if you’re coming back, thanks for continuing to trust us enough to show us around in public…
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Neighborhood Overview


This is where it all began. Site of the original Dutch settlement on Manhattan Island, the Financial District contains more historical markers than any other part of the city. If you’re looking for a place to start, check out St. Paul’s Chapel and Cemetery, which dates back to 1766, Trinity Church, whose spire was once the tallest point in Manhattan, and Federal Hall, site of the first capitol of the United States. You can also head to Battery Park to take the ferry to the Statue of Liberty, and, far more interestingly, to Ellis Island where you can explore the history of immigration in the United States.


That’s just the beginning. The importance of New York as a financial and commercial center is evident on practically every street. To take it in, check out, in no particular order, the New York Stock Exchange, the NYSE Amex Equities (formerly known as the American Stock Exchange), the Federal Reserve Bank, the first JP Morgan Bank (still visibly scarred from a bombing in 1920), John D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Building, and the Alexander Hamilton US Custom House (now the National Museum of the American Indian). The architecture of the chocolate brown federal-style India House and stunning maritime-themed interior of the Cunard Building both represent distinct eras of New York’s commercial past. Rivaling Grand Central and Brooklyn Bridge as Manhattan’s most gorgeous gateway, the Battery Maritime Building is the departure point for the summer ferry to Governor’s Island, where you can stroll around fortifications built during the Revolutionary War. Last but not least, the Charging Bull statue at Bowling Green, initially installed as a piece of guerrilla art, has become the ultimate symbol for New York’s financial strength, and beloved by photo-snapping tourists from all over the world.


Financial growth led to the creation of the modern skyscraper, and many famous examples soar above these streets. Notable buildings include 40 Wall Street (now known as the “Trump Building”), art-deco gems 20 Exchange Place and the American International Building, the massive Equitable Building, and the Bankers Trust Company Building. Of course, the most famous structure is the one that’s missing—the World Trade Center Towers, which were destroyed by a terrorist attack on September 11, 2001. That said, the World Trade Center has been reborn in an inspiring if slightly schizophrenic monument to both its tragic past and hopeful future. Two mammoth pools mark the footprint of the original towers and the gut-wrenching National September 11 Memorial & Museum literally digs deep to tell the definitive story of that day and commemorate those lives lost. Looking up, One World Trade Center, the city’s (and Western Hemisphere’s) tallest skyscraper, towers over the site. As soon as its ceremonial spire was put in place, the 1,776-foot-high landmark restored Lower Manhattan’s visual and psychic balance; now all that’s left is to rent out all that vacant space.


When you’re ready for a break from all that history and architecture, take in some people watching at Zuccotti Park (onetime hub for the Occupy Wall Street protest) or reflect in the relative peace and quiet of the Vietnam Veterans Plaza. The best way to chill out might be by simply grabbing a beer on board the free Staten Island Ferry and checking out the awesome views of New York Harbor commuters get to enjoy every day. The tourists will all be at South Street Seaport, which might be best avoided unless you like crowded cobblestoned shopping malls. As far as kicking back in quaint downtown is concerned, Stone Street and Front Street are perfect spots to grab a bite and a drink after a day of wandering around. We’ll see you there!


It ain’t the village by any stretch, but Front Street has some good options like Harry’s Café & Steak and Fresh Salt. Old stalwarts like the The Paris Cafe capture the history of the area. The semi-secret Blue Bar at India House is a NFT favorite—you can thank us later.


Financial District
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• 20 Exchange Place •


20 Exchange Pl [William St]


Cool facade with bronze depictions of various modes of transport.


• 40 Wall St • 40 Wall St [William St]


Tallest building in the world for a day in 1930.


Oh and Trump owns it.


• 70 Pine Street • 70 Pine St [Pearl St]


Great Art Deco skyscraper.


• 8 Spruce Street • 8 Spruce St [William St]


76-story Gehry masterpiece overlooking the Brooklyn Bridge. Sublime.


• Alexander Hamilton U.S. Custom House •


1 Bowling Green [State St]


Stately Cass Gilbert building; check out the oval staircases.


• American Stock Exchange •


86 Trinity Pl [Thames St]


212-849-66143


New York’s other stock exchange.


• Bankers Trust Company Building •


14 Wall St [Nassau St]


More neck-craning excitement from the NYC skyline!


• Battery Maritime Building •


10 South St [Broad St]


Ready-to-be-converted riverfront building.


• Bowling Green • Broadway & State St


Watch the tourists take pics of the bull. New York’s first park.


• Canyon of Heroes •


Broadway b/n Bowling Green & City Hall Park Markers in the sidewalk remember those honored with a ticker tape parade.


• Charging Bull • Bowling Green Park


Rub his cojones for luck.


• Cunard Building • 25 Broadway [Morris St]


Former Cunard headquarters, former post office, currently a locked building with great ceiling mosaics.


• Delmonico’s • 56 Beaver St [S William St]


212-509-9464


Once the site of THE restaurant in New York.


• Equitable Building • 120 Broadway [Cedar St]


(212) 490-0666


Its massiveness gave momentum to zoning laws for skyscraper


• Federal Hall • 26 Wall St [Broad St]


212-825-6990


Where George the First was inaugurated.


• Federal Reserve Bank of New York •


33 Liberty St [William St]


212-720-5000


Where Die Hard 3 took place.


• Ferry to Ellis Island • Pier A & Battery Park


The main building features beautiful domed ceilings and Guastavino tiled arches.


• The First JP Morgan Bank •


23 Wall St [Broad St]


Still visibly scarred from an anarchist bombing in 1920.


• National September 11 Memorial & Museum • 180 Greenwich St


212-312-8800


Awe-inspiring tribute to those lost, surrounded by rebirth.


• New York Stock Exchange •


11 Wall St


212-656-3000


Where Wall Street took place.


• The Oculus • Greenwich St [Dey St]


212-284-9982


Yes, it’s a shopping mall, but it’s the most beautiful one ever made.


• One World Trade Center • Vesey St [West St]


At 1,776 feet, the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere.


• South Street Seaport • 12 Fulton St [South St]


212-732-8257


Mall with historic ships as backdrop.


• St. Paul’s Chapel & Cemetery •


Broadway & Fulton St


212-602-0800


Old-time NYC church and cemetery.


• Standard Oil Building •


26 Broadway [Morris St]


Sweeping wall of a building overlooking Bowling Green.


• Staten Island Ferry • 1 Whitehall St [Stone St]


Grab a tall boy on board and enjoy the view.


• Vietnam Veterans Memorial Plaza •


55 Water St [Coenties Slip]


212-471-9496


A nice quiet spot to contemplate our faded dreams of empire.


• World Trade Center • Church St & Vesey St Inspiring (if schizophrenic) monument to tragic past and hopeful future.


• Zuccotti Park • Trinity Pl & Cedar St


Birthplace of Occupy Wall Street, ca. 2011.




Our Stone Street favorite is Adrienne’s Pizza Bar. You can eat cheaply at Sophie’s and greasy spoon Pearl Street Diner while you wait for financial success and a table at Mark Joseph.
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• Bowling Green Greenmarket •


Broadway & Battery Pl


212-788-7900


Tues & Thurs 8 am–5 pm, year-round.


• Oculus Greenmarket • Fulton St & Church St.


Tues 8 am–5 pm, Aug 31–Oct 26
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• The Dead Rabbit • 30 Water St [Broad St]


646-422-7906


Fancy cocktails in an old-timey, Irish-American atmosphere.


• Fresh Salt • 146 Beekman St [Front St]


212-962-0053


Where architects go for happy hour.


• Harry’s Cafe & Steak • 1 Hanover Sq [Pearl St]


212-785-9200


The vintage French wine flows like a river. Or at least it used to.


• Jeremy’s Ale House • 228 Front St [Peck Slip]


212-964-3537


Weekend nights are at your own risk.


• Killarney Rose • 127 Pearl St [Hanover St]


212-422-1486


Irish pub where you can pregame for the Staten Island Ferry.


• Liquid Assets • 55 Church St [Fulton St]


212-693-2001


Plush seating and soft lighting.


• Paris Café • 119 South St [Peck Slip]


646-846-6270


Good, historic bar but used to be better. Best very late.


• Ulysses Folk House • 95 Pearl St [Hanover Sq]


212-482-0400


Slightly hipper downtown bar.


• Whitehorse Tavern •


25 Bridge St [Whitehall St]


212-668-9046


Downtown dive. Not to be confused with the one in the West Village.
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• Adrienne’s Pizzabar •


54 Stone St [S William St]


212-248-3838 • $$


Delectable rectangular pies from a NYC pizza master.


• Barbalu • 225-227 Front St [Beekman St]


646-918-6565 • $$$


Elegant Italian from Sandy survivors/former Barbarini owners.


• Bareburger • 155 William St [Ann St]


917-965-2136 • $$


Good local burger chain serving up exotic meats with vegan and vegetarian options.


• The Capital Grille • 120 Broadway [Pine St]


212-374-1811 • $$$$$


High-end chain perfect for someone else’s expense account.


• Cowgirl Sea-Horse • 259 Front St [Dover St]


212-608-7873 • $$


Surf shack serving up home “beach baskets.”


• Delmonico’s • 56 Beaver St [S William St]


212-509-9464 • $$$$


Classic NYC spot. Since 1837.


• Dig Inn Seasonal Market •


80 Pine St [Pearl St]


212-785-1110 • $


Excellent farm-fresh meat and veggie buffet, surprisingly inexpensive.


• Dorlan’s Tavern • 213 Front St [Beekman St]


212-779-2222 • $$$


At least ten raw oyster options. We’re there.


• Eataly NYC Downtown • 101 Liberty St [Church St]


212-897-2895 • $$$


Bustling WTC version of Batali/Bastianich brainchild.


• El Luchador • 87 South St [John St]


917-409-3033 • $$


Great taqueria w/outdoor seating.


• Felice 15 • 15 Gold St [Platt St]


212-785-5950 • $$$


Nice contemporary Italian with good appetizers.


• GRK Fresh Greek • 111 Fulton St [Ann St]


212-385-2010 • $$$


Good quick Greek for lunch.


• Grotto Pizzeria • 69 New St [Beaver St]


212-809-6990 • $$


More quick, tasty Italian. Less nudity than that other grotto.


• The Growler • 55 Stone St [Mill Ln]


917-409-0251 • $$


Pub grub, craft beer, and a dog-friendly patio.


• Harry’s Cafe & Steak • 1 Hanover Sq [Pearl St]


212-785-9200 • $$$$


When the market is flush so is Harry.


• Luke’s Lobster • 26 S William St [Broad St]


212-747-1700 • $$


Fresh-from-the sea lobster rolls, without sticker shock.


• Mark Joseph Steakhouse •


261 Water St [Peck Slip]


212-277-0020 • $$$$


Luger’s wannabe: damn close, actually, and they take plastic.


• Melt Shop • 111 Fulton St [Dutch St]


646-741-7910 • $$


”Shop” tots and fried chicken grilled cheese sandwiches. Ah.


• Neapolitan Express • 40 Wall St [Williams St]


646-918-6169 • $$


Mission-driven pizza; 900-degree ovens with zero emissions.




Gourmet market Jubilee keeps Financial District dwellers fed. Pick up some wine from Downtown Cellars or Pasanella.





• Paris Café • 119 South St [Peck Slip]


646-846-6270 • $$$


Good burgers and seafood, a bit pricey though.


• Pearl Diner • 212 Pearl St [Platt St]


212-344-6620 • $


Greasy spoon hidden among the skyscrapers.


• Sophie’s Cuban • 73 New St [Beaver St]


212-809-7755 • $


Great cheap Cuban/Caribbean.


• Sophie’s Cuban • 76 Fulton St [Gold St]


212-608-6769 • $$


Great cheap Cuban/Caribbean.


• Suteishi • 24 Peck Slip [Front St]


212-766-2344 • $$$


Hip seaport sushi. Get the Orange/Red Dragon split.


• Trinity Place • 115 Broadway [Cedar St]


212-964-0939 • $$$$


Good drinks and American-Irish cuisine in bank vault space.


• Ulysses Folk House • 95 Pearl St [Hanover Sq]


212-482-0400 • $$$


Highlight: the buffet spread.


• Wall Street Bath & Spa • 88 Fulton St [Gold St]


212-766-8600 • $$


Pre- and post- rub and tub grub.
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• Alex’s Shoe Repair • 123 Fulton St [Dutch St]


646-559-6713


When your sole needs fixin’.


• Bowne & Co Stationers •


211 Water St [Beekman St]


646-315-4478


Old fashioned presses make prints, maps & cards.


• Dick’s Cut Rate Hardware • 9 Gold St [Platt St]


212-425-1070


Not a sex shop.


• Jubilee Marketplace • 99 John St [Cliff St]


212-233-0808


Godsend for Financial District dwellers.


• La Petite Cave • 83 Maiden Ln [Liberty St]


212-514-9817


Friendly owner with well curated wine selection.


• Pasanella and Son Vintners •


115 South St [Peck Slip]


212-233-8383


Great wine shop. Movies screenings in the back tasting room!
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Map 2
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Neighborhood Overview


Thinking of moving to TriBeCa? Well, then, congratulations—you’ve clearly made your first $10 million! And, if you already live there…well, you’re not reading a guidebook anyway… but maybe your assistant is. As for the rest of us, we’ll just have to be content with walking around the neighborhood and choosing which fabulous converted loft building we’d live in when WE make our first $10 million. Such is life in one of New York’s prime neighborhoods—minutes away from downtown, the West Village, SoHo, and Chinatown, decent subway access, a few minutes’ walk to either the Battery Park City promenade or Hudson River Park, excellent restaurants, a few killer bars—if you can afford it, of course.


But even if you can’t, there’s no question that walking around is our favorite pastime in the Triangle Below Canal Street (Canal Street being the north side of the triangle, Broadway being the east side of the triangle, and the West Side Highway being the west side of the triangle). On your walk, you’ll pass one of the city’s oldest parks (Washington Market Park), some ancient row houses (the Harrison Street Row Houses) and our favorite TriBeCa landmark, the Ghostbusters Firehouse (you’ll know it when you see it, trust us). A great starting point for seeing TriBeCa is its nexus, lovely little Duane Park. It’s a quaint little triangle surrounded on all sides by gorgeous factory buildings converted into lofts you’d give an arm and a leg to live in.


As for the buildings themselves, there are a several worth noting, including Henry J. Hardenbergh’s Textile Building, Carrère and Hastings’ Powell Building, which now houses Nobu, Ralph Walker’s massive New York Telephone Company Building, the rounded front of the American Thread Building, the Venetian mash-up of No. 8 Thomas Street, cast-iron gem the Cary Building, and, the “pièce de résistance,” Stephen Decatur Smith’s Fleming Smith Warehouse on Washington Street.


Although most of the new construction (especially along Broadway) fits into the boring/puerile category, one new building to check out is Enrique Norten’s postmodern One York Street; his insertion of a glass tower in the middle of two 19th-century buildings is pretty cool. New York Law School’s new building at 185 West Broadway shines brightly at night as its law students burn the candle at both ends. Meanwhile, Herzog & de Meuron’s 56 Leonard project set records for residential sales.


Unfortunately, we just don’t get to TriBeCa as much at night any more, as two of its most interesting cultural hotspots—the Knitting Factory and Roulette—have long since moved to Brooklyn. However, one of the coolest long-running sound and light installations in the world is here, at 275 Church Street, just steps from the swanky Roxy Hotel. La Monte Young and Marian Zazeela’s Dream House is a special place to chill out and get in touch with your inner being in the midst of all this residential poshness.


Nightlife is quieter here than in other neighborhoods, but upscale drinks can be found at Roxy and Nancy Whiskey and Puffy’s are classic dives. Old school hangout Walker’s is a New York classic and should not be missed; otherwise, check out the Flea Theatre’s calendar or wait for the TriBeCa Film Festival.


TriBeCa
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• 56 Leonard • 56 Leonard St [Church St]


212-965-1500


Knee-buckling 60-story glass Jenga palace.


• American Thread Building •


260 W Broadway [Beach St]


212-966-0886


Check out cool rounded front; watch out for tunnel traffic.


• Cary Building • 105 Chambers St [Church St]


Cast-iron goodness on Chambers. We like it.


• Dream House • 275 Church St [White St]


917-603-9715


Cool sound + light installation by La Monte Young and Marian Zazeela. Closed during summer.


• Duane Park • Duane St & Hudson St


One of the nicest spots in all of New York.


• Fleming Smith Warehouse •


451 Washington St [Watts St]


TriBeCa’s most sublimely beautiful structure. Believe it.


• Ghostbusters Firehouse •


14 N Moore St [Varick St]


Are you the gatekeeper?


• Harrison Street Row Houses •


Harrison St & Greenwich St


Nice collection of preserved Federalist architecture.


• New York Law School •


185 W Broadway [Leonard St]


212-431-2100


New York Law’s new main building burns brightly on cold TriBeCa nights.


• New York Telephone Company Building •


140 West St [Vestry St]


Massive Art Deco gem still looms over now-fashionable TriBeCa.


• No. 8 Thomas Street •


8 Thomas St [Broadway]


Bizarre Venetian townhouse in the middle of downtown. Really.


• Powell Building • 105 Hudson St [Franklin St]


Carrere & Hastings gem w/Nobu on the ground floor.


• Textile Building • 66 Leonard St [Church St]


Henry J. Hardenbergh goodness in TriBeCa.


• Washington Market Park •


199 Chambers St


One of the city’s oldest marketplaces.
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• Everyman Espresso • 301 West Broadway [Canal St]


Third-wave/pourovers in stylish digs.


• Kaffe 1668 South • 275 Greenwich St [Murray St]


212-693-3750


Excellent coffee in a really cool space.


• La Colombe Torrefaction •


319 Church St [Lipsenard St]


212-343-1515


New York’s first outpost of top-notch Philly roasters.


• Le Pain Quotidien •


81 W Broadway [Warren St]


646-652-8186


Excellent coffee and pastries. Thanks Belgium.


• Square Diner • 33 Leonard St [W Broadway]


212-925-7188


Old-school diner coffee.
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• Tribeca Greenmarket •


Greenwich St b/n Chambers & Duane


Wed & Sat 8 am–3 pm year-round.




Nightlife is quieter here than in other neighborhoods, but upscale drinks can be found at Roxy Hotel and Smith & Mills and Nancy Whiskey and Puffy’s are classic dives. Old school hangout Walker’s is a New York classic and should not be missed; otherwise, check out the Flea Theatre’s calendar or wait for the TriBeCa Film Festival.
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• Anotheroom • 249 W Broadway [N Moore St]


917-388-3720


Cosy, cute, and narrow.


• B Flat • 277 Church St [White St]


212-219-2970


Stylish Japanese basement cocktail den.


• Brandy Library • 25 N Moore St [W Broadway]


212-226-5545


Refined but cozy with lots of free tasting events.


• Kenn’s Broome Street Bar •


363 W Broadway [Broome St]


212-925-2086


Real low-key for this part of town.


• Distilled • 211 West Broadway [Franklin St]


646-809-9490


Good cocktails and grub in pleasant communal setting.


• Macao • 311 Church St [Walker St]


212-431-8642


Expensive but exquisite cocktails inspired by 1930s Chinese opium dens.


• Nancy Whiskey Pub •


1 Lispenard St [W Broadway]


212-226-9943


Good dive. As if there were any other kind.


• Patriot Saloon • 110 Chambers St [Church St]


212-748-1162


So trashy it’s good; suddenly an august downtown institution


• Puffy’s Tavern • 81 Hudson St [Harrison St]


212-227-3912


Suits, old timers, and hipsters. Top TriBeCa watering hole.


• Smith & Mills • 71 N Moore St [Greenwich St]


646-858-1433


Upscale cool cocktails. Limited seating.


• Soho Grand Hotel •


310 W Broadway [Canal St]


212-257-8154


Swank sophistication.


• Terroir • 24 Harrison St [Greenwich St]


212-625-9463


Happening wine bar with funky list and tasty eats.


• Toad Hall • 57 Grand St [W Broadway]


212-431-8145


Laid back vibe with SoHo locals.


• The Roxy Hotel • 2 6th Ave [White St]


212-519-6600


Posh drinks in an uber-cool space; service is another matter.


• Walker’s • 16 N Moore St [W Broadway]


212-941-0142


Where old and new Tribeca neighbors mix.
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• American Cut • 363 Greenwich St [Franklin St]


212-226-4736 • $$$$$


Forgione + steak = a perfect pairing.


• Benares • 45 Murray St [Church St]


212-766-4900 • $$$


Decent Indian option, very good naan.


• Bubby’s • 120 Hudson St [N Moore St]


212-219-0666 • $$


Great atmosphere — good home-style eats and homemade pies.


• Cafe Clementine •


227 West Broadway [White St]


212-965-0909 • $$


Fresh, satisfying soups, salads, and sandwiches in a tiny space.


• Distilled • 211 West Broadway [Franklin St]


646-809-9490 • $$$$


Creative comfort cuisine in post-modern public house.


• Edward’s • 136 W Broadway [Duane St]


212-233-6436 • $$


Middle-of-the-road, kid’s menu, mostly locals, sometimes great.


• Estancia 460 • 460 Greenwich St [Watts St]


212-431-5093 • $$


Louche Argentines and brilliant french toast. Formerly Sosa Borella.


• Félix • 340 W Broadway [Grand St]


212-431-0021 • $$$


Buzzing Brazilian with French overtones, see and be seen.


• Gotan • 130 Franklin St [Varick St]


212-431-5200 • $$


Serious sandwiches, serious espresso, settle in for some mood lighting.


• Grandaisy Bakery •


250 W Broadway [Beach St]


212-334-9435 •


Breads and pizzas by the one and only.


• The Greek • 452 Washington St [Desbrosses St]


646-476-3941 • $$$$


Bang-on Greek miles from Astoria.


• Jungsik • 2 Harrison St [Hudson St]


212-219-0900 • $$$$


White tablecloth multi-star Korean.


• Khe-Yo • 157 Duane St [W Broadway]


212-587-1089 • $$


Laotian goodness for the TriBeCa set


Reasonable prices.


• Landmarc • 179 W Broadway [Leonard St]


212-625-8270 • $$$$$


Modern, posh, great steaks and wines; and, of course, pricey.




If you’ve got cash, Tribeca’s got you covered. Nobu has top-shelf sushi, Odeon has the cool factor, Landmarc has killer steaks. Otherwise, we go for the far-above-average pub grub at Walker’s.





• Little Park • 85 West Broadway [Chambers St]


212-220-4110 • $$$


Nicely appointed farm-to-table from Andrew Carmellini.


• Locanda Verde •


377 Greenwich St [N Moore St]


212-925-3797 • $$$$


Top-shelf Italian in ever-hip TriBeCa.


• Lupe’s East LA Kitchen •


110 Ave of the Americas [Watts St]


212-966-1326 • $


Tex-Mex. Quaint. Eat here.


• Marc Forgione • 134 Reade St [Hudson St]


212-941-9401 • $$$$$


Top-end TriBeCa perfection. Go. If you can.


• Nobu • 195 Broadway


212-219-0500 • $$$$$


Designer Japanese. When we have 100 titles, we’ll go here.


• The Odeon • 145 W Broadway [Thomas St]


212-233-0507 • $$$$


We can’t agree about this one, so go and make your own decision.


• Saluggi’s • 325 Church St [Lispenard St]


212-226-7900 • $$


Brussels sprout, bacon, caramelized onion pie: get it.


• Square Diner • 33 Leonard St [W Broadway]


212-925-7188 • $


Classic neighborhood diner.


• Thalassa • 179 Franklin St [Hudson St]


212-941-7661 • $$$


Greek. But it’s cheaper and better in Astoria.


• Tribeca Grill • 375 Greenwich St [Franklin St]


212-941-3900 • $$$$$


Are you looking at me?


• Viet Café • 345 Greenwich St [Jay St]


212-431-5888 • $$$


Glossy out of a magazine.


• Walker’s • 16 N Moore St [W Broadway]


212-941-0142 • $$


Surprisingly good food for a pub!


• Zutto • 77 Hudson St [Harrison St]


212-233-3287 • $$$


Neighborhood Japanese.
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• Babesta Cribz • 56 Warren St [W Broadway]


646-290-5508


Stuff for hipster babies and their parents.


• Balloon Saloon • 133 W Broadway [Duane St]


212-227-3838


We love the name.


• Boffi Soho • 31 Greene St [Grand St]


212-431-8282


High-end kitchen and bath design.


• Duane Park Patisserie •


179 Duane St [Staple St]


212-274-8447


Yummy!


• Grandaisy Bakery •


250 W Broadway [Beach St]


212-334-9435


Breads and pizzas by the one and only.


• Issey Miyake • 119 Hudson St [N Moore St]


212-226-0100


Flagship store of this designer.


• Korin • 57 Warren St [W Broadway]


212-587-7021


Supplier to Japanese chefs and restaurants.


• Let There Be Neon • 38 White St [Church St]


212-226-4883


Neon gallery and store.


• MarieBelle’s Fine Treats & Chocolates •


484 Broome St [Wooster St]


212-925-6999


Top NYC chocolatier. Killer hot chocolate.


• The Mysterious Bookshop • 58 Warren St [W Broadway]


212-587-1011


Specialty—mystery books.




Hit up Grandaisy Bakery and Duane Park Patisserie for baked goods and MarieBelle for chocolate. We like Selima Optique for cool specs, and Korin for cutlery.





• Oliver Peoples • 366 W Broadway [Watts St]


212-925-5400


Look as good as you see, and vice-versa.


• Selima Optique • 59 Wooster St [Broome St]


212-343-9490


Funky eyewear for the vintage inclined.


• SoHo Art Materials • 3 Wooster St [Crosby St]


212-431-3938


A painter’s candy store.


• Tribeca Wine Merchants •


40 Hudson St [Duane St]


212-393-1400


High quality for a high rollers neighborhood.


• Urban Archaeology •


158 Franklin St [W Broadway]


212-371-4646


Retro fixtures.


• What Goes Around Comes Around •


351 W Broadway [Broome St]


212-343-1225


LARGE, excellent collection of men’s, women’s, and children’s vintage.


• Whole Foods • 270 Greenwich St [Murray St]


212-349-6555


Tribeca natural market outpost means strollers and celebrities.


• Zucker’s Bagels and Smoked Fish •


146 Chambers St [W Broadway]


212-608-5844


Damn good, fresh, hand-rolled bagels and hearty schmears.
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Neighborhood Overview


Chinatown. Home of the NFT offices from 1998 until 2010, we truly have a love-hate relationship with this neighborhood. On one hand you have one of the highest concentrations of great (and cheap!) food in all of New York, one of the city’s most interesting and diverse parks in Columbus Park, lots of history, and a daytime hustle-and-bustle that is probably only matched by midtown Manhattan.


On the other hand…it’s quite possibly New York’s grimiest neighborhood, there is almost no nightlife, and peace and quiet is, of course, nonexistent during daylight hours. But hey—if you want peace and quiet, what are you doing in the middle of New York City anyway?


Our advice is to just get in there and mix it up with the locals, many of whom live in the huge Confucius Towers complex at the base of the Manhattan Bridge. And mixing it up is something that New Yorkers have been doing in this area for hundreds of years, starting with the incredibly dangerous “Five Points” area north of Collect Pond (the setting for Scorcese’s seething Gangs of New York). Both the Five Points and Collect Pond are gone (the area itself is now Columbus Park), but little Doyers Street (aka “Bloody Angle”) was the scene of Chinese gang wars for over 50 years.


Today, though, you can stroll around like the most clueless tourist and have absolutely no problems at all—gang wars have been replaced with street and shop commerce, from the tourist vendors of Mott Street to the produce market in the shadow of the Manhattan Bridge, with all of Canal Street’s wall of tourists and locals connecting the two. The mass of humanity is sometimes overwhelming.


Fortunately, there are some cool places to try and hide away for a few moments, including the Eastern States Buddhist Temple and Maya Lin’s new Museum of Chinese in America. The best “living museum,” however, is without a doubt Columbus Park, which has an incredible range of activities—from early-morning tai chi to afternoon mah-jongg—happening within its borders throughout the day. In summer, a stop at classic Chinatown Ice Cream Factory will also cool your jets momentarily.


Columbus Park also serves as the northeast border of the City Hall area. There are several standout examples of civic architecture, including City Hall itself, the Tweed Courthouse, the US Courthouse, the condo-ized Woolworth Building, the sublime Hall of Records/Surrogate Court building, and, one of our favorite buildings in all of New York, McKim, Mead, & White’s masterful Municipal Building, complete with a wedding-cake top and the Brooklyn Bridge stop of the 4-5-6 trains underneath.


From the Municipal Building, a walk over the Brooklyn Bridge is almost a de rigueur activity; if you’d rather stay in Manhattan, though, check out the African Burial Ground or watch police procedurals being filmed from Foley Square. Or head back east a bit to discover another bit of New York City history, an ancient Jewish Burial Ground on St. James Place.


No matter what you do here don’t forget to EAT. It’s worth the traffic, the smells, the lines, and the general rudeness of people. Believe it.


City Hall / Chinatown


[image: image] Landmarks


• 87 Lafayette St • 87 Lafayette St [White St]


Ex-firehouse designed in Chateau style by Napoleon LeBrun.


• African Burial Ground •


290 Broadway [Duane St]


212-238-4367


Colonial burial ground for 20,000+ African-American slaves.


• Brooklyn Bridge • Chambers St & Centre St


The granddaddy of them all. Walking toward Manhattan at sunset is as good as it gets.


• Centre Marketplace • Centre St & Broome St


Another great street we can’t afford to live on.


• Chatham Towers • 170 Park Row [Worth St]


1960s poured-concrete apartment buildings overlooking Chatham Square. Nice windows.


• Chinatown Arcade • 48 Bowery [Canal St]


Hidden dirty hallway connecting Elizabeth to the Bowery.


• Chinatown Fair • 8 Mott St [Bowery]


212-964-1001


Sneak out of the office to play Ms. Pac Man here.


• Chinatown Ice Cream Factory •


65 Bayard St [Mott St]


212-608-4170


The best ice cream (ginger, black sesame, mango, red bean, et al.), ever.


• Chinatown Visitors Kiosk •


Walker St & Baxter St


Good meeting point. Just look out for the dragon.


• City Hall • 260 Broadway [Park Pl]


212-639-9675


Built in 1811, the diminutive seat of government.


• Columbus Park Playground •


67 Mulberry St [Bayard St]


212-639-9675


Former Five Points hub now operates as prime Chinatown hangout.


• Confucius Plaza • Bowery & Division St


Confucius say: live here!


• Criminal Courthouse •


100 Centre St [Leonard St]


646-386-4511


Imposing.


• Doyers Street (Bloody Angle) •


Doyers St [Chatham Sq]


Rare curvy street in Manhattan; film scouts love it.


• Eldridge Street Synagogue • 12 Eldridge St [Division St]


212-219-0302


The first large-scale building by Eastern Euro immigrants in NY.


• Foley Square • Worth St & Centre St


Now with bizarre black obelisk. Guiliani hated it.


• Lighting District • Bowery [Broome]


Light up your life with products from these fine purveyors…


• Municipal Building • Chambers St & Park Row


Wonderful McKim, Mead & White masterpiece.


• Museum of Chinese in America •


215 Centre St [Howard St]


212-619-4785


Beautiful new home designed by Maya Lin.


• Not For Tourists • 2 E Broadway [Chatham Sq]


NFT headquarters from 1998 to 2010.


• Old New York Life Insurance Company •


346 Broadway [Leonard St]


Great narrow McKim, Mead & White with hand-wound clock and cool internal stairwells.


• Old Police Headquarters •


240 Centre St [Grand St]


A beautiful building in the center of the not so beautiful Little Italy/Chinatown area.


• Shearith Israel Cemetery •


55 St James Pl [Oliver St]


Oldest Jewish cemetery in New York.


• Super-Cool Cast Iron • Crosby St & Grand St


We want to live on the top floor of this building.


• Surrogate’s Courthouse •


31 Chambers St [Elk St]


Great lobby and zodiac-themed mosaics.


• Thurgood Marshall US Courthouse •


40 Centre St [Pearl St]


Cass Gilbert masterpiece from 1935.


• Tweed Courthouse •


52 Chambers St [Broadway]


Great interior dome, but will we ever see it?


• Woolworth Building • 233 Broadway [Park Pl]


A Cass Gilbert classic. Stunning lobby.




Think Kansas is boring at night? You haven’t been to Chinatown at 10 pm on a Monday. That said, you can shoot pool at the tiki-themed Tropical 128.
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• Ferrara Café • 195 Grand St [Mulberry St]


212-226-6150


The best of the Little Italy cafés.


• Kung Fu Tea • 234 Canal St [Centre St]


212-966-2786


Milky bubble tea for your afternoon sugar shot.


• Saturdays Surf • 31 Crosby St [Grand St]


347-449-1668


Small espresso bar with laid-back surfer vibe.
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• City Hall Park Greenmarket •


Broadway at Chambers St


Tues & Fri 8 am–3 pm, year-round.
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• Apotheke • 9 Doyers St [Bowery]


212-406-0400


Flaming expensive Euro-cocktails in a (supposedly) former opium den.


• Capitale • 130 Bowery [Grand St]


212-334-5500


Formerly the Bowery Savings Bank. Cool space.


• Experimental Intermedia •


224 Centre St [Grand St]


212-431-6430


Experimental art/performance art shows involving a variety of artistic media.


• Tropical 128 • 128 Elizabeth St [Broome St]


212-925-8219


Polynesian theme, billiards, and lots of dudes.
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• Banh Mi Saigon • 198 Grand St [Mulberry St]


212-941-1541 • $


The best Vietnamese sandwiches. Ever.


• Big Wong King • 67 Mott St [Bayard St]


212-964-0540 • $


If you’re gonna be a king, that’s the kind of king to be.


• Billy’s Bakery • 75 Franklin St [Broadway]


212-647-9958 • $


Yummiest treats this side of homemade.


• Bo Ky • 80 Bayard St [Mott St]


212-406-2292 • $


Chinese/Vietnamese hybrid. Killer soups.


• Breakroom • 83 Baxter St [White St]


212-227-2802 • $$


If you need a burger or a taco in Chinatown, this is the place.


• Buddha Bodai • 5 Mott St [Worth St]


212-566-8388 • $$


Veg heads dig this place.


• Chee Cheong Fun Food Cart •


195 Hester St • $


Try a pork steamed rice roll (“chee cheong fun”) for breakfast.


• Despana • 408 Broome St [Centre St]


212-219-5050 • $


Excellent Spanish take-out/gourmet grocery, complete w/bull.


• Dim Sum Go Go • 5 E Broadway [Catherine St]


212-732-0797 • $$


New, hip, inventive dim sum; essentially, post-modern Chinese.


• Ferrara Café • 195 Grand St [Mulberry St]


212-226-6150 • $


Classic Little Italy patisserie.


• Fried Dumpling • 106 Mosco St [Mulberry St]


212-693-1060 • $


Five for a buck.


• Golden Unicorn •


18 E Broadway [Catherine St]


212-941-0911 • $$


Dim sum—great for medium-sized groups.


• Great NY Noodletown •


28 Bowery [Bayard St]


212-349-0923 • $


Cheap Chinese soups and BBQ and deep-fried squid. At 2 am.


• Jing Fong Restaurant •


202 Centre St


212-964-5256 • $$


Large dim sum house.


• Joe’s Shanghai • 46 Bowery St [Bowery]


212-233-8888 • $$


Crab Soup Dumpling Mecca. Worth the wait.


• La Mela Ristorante •


167 Mulberry St [Grand St]


212-431-9493 • $$$


Family-style Italian dining.


• Le Pain Quotidien • 100 Grand St [Mercer St]


212-625-9009 • $$


Excellent breads. Communal table. Euro vibe.




First stop: the crab soup dumplings at Joe’s Shanghai. On from there, classic Thai at Pongsri Thai, dim sum at Dim Sum Go Go or Malaysian at Nyonya. Too much Asian? Head to SoHo gem Despaña for Spanish sandwiches.





• Luna Pizza • 225 Park Row [Pearl St]


212-385-8118 • $


Pizza-maker back; go for the grandma pie.


• May Wah Fast Food • 190 Hester St [Baxter St]


212-925-6428 • $


Linoleum floors, fluorescent lights, and an amazing pork chop over rice.


• Mei Li Wah Bakery •


64 Bayard St [Elizabeth St]


212-966-7866 • $


Sweet pastries, savory buns, tea, and noodles.


• New Malaysia • 46 Bowery [Canal St]


212-964-0284 • $$


A hidden gem that’s literally hidden. Try the specials.


• Nha Trang • 87 Baxter St [White St]


212-233-5948 • $$


Excellent Vietnamese. Pho beef satee is good.


• Nha Trang Centre • 148 Centre St [Walker St]


212-941-9292 • $


No-frills Vietnamese.


• Nice Green Bo • 66 Bayard St [Mott St]


212-625-2359 • $


Amazing Shanghainese. Nice alternative to Joe’s.


• Nyonya • 199 Grand St [Mulberry St]


212-334-3669 • $$


Malayasian when you’re sick of Chinese.


• OK 218 Restaurant •


218 Grand St [Elizabeth St]


212-226-8039 • $


Perfect name for this average Chinese spot.


• Pho Pasteur • 85 Baxter St [White St]


212-608-3656 • $


Excellent soup. Pho sure.


• Piacere • 351 Broome St [Elizabeth St]


212-219-4080 • $$$


Decent ‘za, especially for Little Italy. Go figure.


• Ping’s • 22 Mott St [Mosco St]


212-602-9988 • $$


Eclectic Asian seafood. And we mean “eclectic.”


• Shanghai Asian Cuisine •


14 Elizabeth St [Bayard St]


212-964-5640 • $


Great soup dumplings return to Manhattan’s Chinatown.


• Shanghai Asian Manor • 21 Mott St [Mosco St]


212-766-6311 • $$


You can’t have too many soup dumplings or scallion pancakes.


• Smile To Go • 22 Howard St [Crosby St]


646-863-3893 • $


Deliciously fresh veggies, small sandwiches, and baked goods, tiny space.


• Sofia’s of Little Italy •


143 Mulberry St [Grand St]


212-219-9799 • $$$


A cut above the other tourist traps around here.


• Super Taste • 26 Eldridge St [Canal St]


646-283-0999 • $


Beginners: Try the spicy beef noodle soup.


• Tasty Hand-Pulled Noodles Inc. •


1 Doyers St [Bowery]


212-791-1817 • $


Stop by for a bowl on your post office run.


• Vegetarian Dim Sum House •


24 Pell St [Mott St]


212-577-7176 • $$


Cheap lunches for those who don’t eat animals. Tip: Snow pea dumplings.


• Wah Fung • 79 Chrystie St [Hester St]


212-925-5175 • $


Succulent BBQ pig for stunningly cheap prices.


• Wo Hop • 17 Mott St [Mosco St]


212-962-8617 • $


Chinatown mainstay. Best when drunk.
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• Alleva • 188 Grand St [Mulberry St]


212-226-7990


Killer Italian import shop.


• Bangkok Center Grocery •


104 Mosco St [Mulberry St]


212-349-1979


Curries, fish sauce, and other Thai products.


• Chinatown Arcade • 8 Mott St


212-964-1001


Bizarre indoor mall/passageway. Check it out.


• Chinatown Ice Cream Factory •


65 Bayard St [Mott St]


212-608-4170


Take home a quart of mango. Oddest flavors in NYC.


• Civil Service Book Shop •


34 Carmine St


212-226-9506 Specialty—civil services.


• Clic • 255 Centre St [Broome St]


212-966-2766


Art books and an art gallery.


• CT Food Market •


250 Grand St [Chrystie St]


212-274-0990


Cantonese market with fresh fish and veggies.


• Di Palo Fine Foods • 200 Grand St [Mott St]


212-226-1033


Delicacies from across Italy. Excellent cheese.


• Downtown Music Gallery •


13 Monroe St [Catherine St]


212-473-0043


Independent labels and artists.


• Fay Da Bakery • 83 Mott St [Canal St]


212-791-3884


Chinese pastry and boba like nobody’s business.




Rule Number One: Stay away from tourist trap Canal Street, unless you’re in the market for poorly made knockoffs whose proceeds probably help fund all manner of badness. Do hit Harney & Sons for a cup of tea, Di Palo Fine Foods for Italian imports, and K & M Camera for shutterbug stuff.





• Forsyth Outdoor Produce Market •


26 Forsyth Ave


Cheapest veggies and fruit in Manhattan. Long lines.


• Fountain Pen Hospital •


10 Warren St [Broadway]


212-964-0580


They don’t take Medicaid.


• Harney & Sons • 433 Broome St [Crosby St]


212-933-4853


Awe-inspiring tea selection. Sampling encouraged.


• K & M Camera • 54 Orchard St [White St]


212-523-0954


Good all-around camera store; open Saturdays!


• Lendy Electric • 176 Grand St [Baxter St]


212-431-3698


Great bastion of the electrical supply world.


• Madewell • 486 Broadway [Broome St]


212-226-6954


Always-packed, casually cool J.Crew offshoot.


• Muji Soho • 455 Broadway [Grand St]


212-334-2002


Why is Japanese design so functional and cute?


• CityStore • 1 Centre St [Chambers St]


212-386-0007


Great NYC books and schwag you can’t get anywhere else.


• New York Mart • 128 Mott St [Grand St]


212-680-0178


Solid Chinatown grocery, lots of produce, roast duck to-go.


• No 6 • 8 Centre Market Pl [Grand St]


212-226-5759


Notable selection of carefully selected original American and European vintage.


• OMG • 408 Broadway [Walker St]


212-274-9585


Inexpensive jeans, t-shirts, and casual urban basics.


• Piemonte Ravioli • 190 Grand St [Mulberry St]


718-429-1972


Old-school and homemade.


• Sun’s Organic Tea Shop •


79 Bayard St [Mott St]


212-566-3260


Inexpensive loose leaf teas, knowledgeable staff.


• Yunhong Chopsticks Shop •


50 Mott St [Bayard St]


212-233-0288


Super-cute chopstick shop in C-town.
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Neighborhood Overview


Now characterized by bars and nightclubs and the high-heeled, cologne-drenched crowds that flock to them, the Lower East Side has traditionally been known as the epicenter of immigrant cultures. At one time the term “Lower East Side” applied to what’s now called the East Village as well, but starting in the latter part of the 20th century, the two neighborhoods have commonly been referred to separately, with Houston Street as the dividing line. While the Lower East Side has the grittier reputation, with its sprawl of housing projects along the East River, and shared border with Chinatown on the southern and western edges, gentrification is quickly sweeping across the landscape; one of the more obvious signs is the incongruous Blue Condo rising above Norfolk Street.


Of all the groups who settled here, the area is perhaps most known for its Jewish roots, and traces can still be found if you look hard enough. A number of historic synagogues still stand, including Bialystoker Synagogue on Willett Street, and the Angel Orensanz Foundation, which has been converted into an art gallery. The venerable Katz’s Delicatessen on Houston Street is an obvious starting point for any culinary tour, and if you still have room after all that pastrami, head to Russ & Daughters for bagels, smoked fish, and old world appetizing. If a light snack is what you’re after, Kossar’s Bialys is still one of the best deals in town. Once your belly is full, walk along the tenement buildings and discount clothing stores along Orchard Street until you reach the Lower East Side Tenement Museum. There you can tour restored apartments of actual people who lived in the area long ago, and thank your lucky stars that at least you don’t share your tiny studio with a half dozen relatives.


The overlapping of Jewish, Puerto Rican and Chinese cultures, as well as the changes wrought by the neighborhood’s rising attractiveness to developers make any walking tour fascinating. Along Clinton Street, old school Latino businesses stand side-by-side with cutting-edge eateries. On Broome Street, pungent Chinese vegetable markets encounter pricey boutiques. Art center ABC No Rio, which grew out of downtown’s squatter movement and punk rock scene is located a couple blocks from the swanky Hotel on Rivington. You get the picture.


When you’re done with history, you can always do some more eating. Check out the stalls at Essex Street Market—established in the 1930s to replace the pushcarts that once clogged these streets—for gourmet groceries, meats, and produce. If you’re passing by on a Saturday, Hester Street Fair will give you a taste of the city’s booming foodie scene with its many artisanal delights. And then there’s the infamous nightlife, a slice of party heaven (or hell) clustered around Orchard, Clinton, Ludlow, Rivington, and Stanton Streets. Mercury Lounge is one of our favorite venues, and there’s always something going on at Arlene’s Grocery. This is best attempted on a week night, of course. Don’t say we didn’t warn you.


Ready for a night out on the Lower East Side? Chug some cut-rate PBRs at Welcome to the Johnsons then head to Arlene’s Grocery for rock n’ roll karaoke. Or check out burlesque at Nurse Bettie, then get cozy on a couch at The Back Room. Go!


Lower East Side
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• Angel Orensanz Foundation for the Arts •


172 Norfolk St [Stanton St]


212-253-0452


Performance space in ex-synagogue. Amazing.


• Bialystoker Synagogue •


7 Bialystoker Pl [Grand St]


212-475-0165


The oldest building in NY to currently house a synagogue. Once a stop on the Underground Railroad.


• Blue Condo • 105 Norfolk St [Delancey St]


Bernard Tschumi’s odd masterpiece.


• East River Park • East River Park at Broome St The park the FDR Drive built.


• Gouverneur Hospital •


621 Water St [Gouverneur St]


One of the oldest hospital buildings in the world.


• Katz’s Delicatessen •


205 E Houston St [Ludlow St]


212-254-2246


Classic New York pastrami; I’ll have what she’s having!


• Lower East Side Tenement Museum •


103 Orchard St [Broome St]


212-982-8420


Great illustration of turn-of-the-century (20th, that is) life.
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• Caffe Vita • 124 Ludlow St [Rivington St]


212-260-8482


Seattle coffee ballers’ first outpost east of the Mississippi.


• Kopitiam • 151 E Broadway


646-609-3785


The Malaysian-style white coffee garners raves.


• Ludlow Coffee Supply • 176 Ludlow St [Houston St]


917-472-7632


Quality coffee, above-average food, and a barber component.


• Roasting Plant • 81 Orchard St [Broome St]


212-775-7755


Custom-ground coffee. Theatrical.
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• Hester Street Fair • Hester St [Essex St]


Fancy street grub and artisanal snacks every Saturday from April–Oct.


• Lower East Side Youthmarket •


Grand Ave b/n Pitt St & Abraham Pl


Thursdays, July–Nov, 8 am–3 pm.
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• 169 Bar • 169 E Broadway [Rutgers St]


212-641-0357


Sometimes good, sometimes not.


• Arlene’s Grocery • 95 Stanton St [Ludlow St]


212-358-1633


Cheap live tunes.


• Bacaro • 136 Division St [Ludlow St]


212-941-5060


Wine and pretty snacks from Venice.


• The Back Room • 102 Norfolk St [Delancey St]


212-228-5098


The secret room is behind a bookcase.




Ready for a night out on the Lower East Side? Chug some cut-rate PBRs at Welcome to the Johnsons then head to Arlene’s Grocery for rock n’ roll karaoke. Or check out burlesque at Nurse Bettie, then get cozy on a couch at The Back Room. Go!





• Chloe 81 • 81 Ludlow St [Broome St]


212-677-0067


Another secret bar you won’t get into.


• Clandestino • 35 Canal St [Ludlow St]


212-475-5505


Inviting bar off the beaten track.


• Clockwork Bar • 21 Essex St [Hester St]


212-677-4545


Much needed punk rock dive in an increasingly chic nabe.


• The Delancey • 168 Delancey St [Clinton St]


212-254-9920


Overrated, but the roof is cool if you can get up there.


• Donnybrook • 35 Clinton St [Stanton St]


212-228-7733


Upscale yet rustic pub for the professional crowd.


• Eastwood • 200 Clinton St [Clinton St]


212-233-0124


Drinks and eclectic grub + brunch.


• JIA at Hotel Rivington •


105 Rivington St [Ludlow St]


212-796-8040


Groovy baby.


• Local 138 • 181 Orchard St


212-477-0280


Great happy hour. No douchebags most of the time.


• The Magician • 118 Rivington St [Essex St]


212-673-7851


Hipster haven. The NFT cartographer loves it.


• Mercury Lounge • 217 E Houston St [Essex St]


212-260-4700


Rock venue with occasional top-notch acts.


• Mr. Purple • 180 Orchard St [Stanton St]


212-237-1790


Crafty cocktails and a stunning 15th floor view of Manhattan.


• Nurse Bettie • 106 Norfolk St [Rivington St]


212-477-7515


Cozy cocktails and burlesque. Recommended on weeknights.


• Parkside Lounge •


317 E Houston St [Attorney St]


212-673-6270


Good basic bar, live acts in the back.


• Pianos • 158 Ludlow St [Stanton St]


212-505-3733


Painful scene with decent live tunes.


• Set L.E.S. • 127 Ludlow St [Rivington St]


212-982-8225


Drinks with above-average gastropub grub.


• The Skinny • 174 Orchard St [Stanton St]


212-228-3668


Shimmy through sweating crowds in this appropriately named dive bar.


• The Slipper Room • 167 Orchard St


[Stanton St]


212-253-7246


Striptease for the arty crowd.


• The Ten Bells • 247 Broome St [Ludlow St]


212-228-4450


Organic wine bar with candlelit Euro-vibe. Nice!


• Verlaine • 110 Rivington St [Essex St]


212-614-2494


Mellow, French-Vietnamese motif with deceptively sweet cocktails.


• Welcome to the Johnsons •


123 Rivington St [Essex St]


Great decor, but too crowded mostly.
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• Bacaro • 136 Division St [Ludlow St]


212-941-5060 • $$


Venetian snack bar.


• Barrio Chino • 253 Broome St [Orchard St]


212-228-6710 • $$


Started as a tequila bar, but now more of a restaurant.


• Cafe Katja • 79 Orchard St [Broome St]


212-219-9545 • $$$


The LES Euro zone welcomes Austria into the fold.


• Cheeky Sandwiches • 35 Orchard St [Hester St]


646-504-8132 • $


New Orleans po’ boys dressed. The real deal.


• Clinton Street Baking Co. •


4 Clinton St [E Houston St]


646-602-6263 • $$


Homemade buttermilk everything. LES laid back. Top 5 bacon.


• Congee Village • 100 Allen St [Delancey St]


212-941-1818 • $$


Porridge never tasted so good.


• Contra • 138 Orchard St [Rivington St]


212-466-4633 • $$$$


Inventive set menus highlighting seasonal ingredients.


• Creperie • 135 Ludlow St [Rivington St]


212-979-5521 • $


A hole-in-the-wall that serves sweet and savory crepes.


• Dimes • 49 Canal St [Orchard St]


212-925-1300 • $$$


California-to-table cuisine; young creative vibe.


• Dirt Candy • 86 Allen St [Broome St]


212-228-7732 • $$$


Haute-vegetarian that’s fun for all.


• Dirty French • 180 Ludlow St [E Houston St]


212-254-3000 • $$$$


Hip French inside the hipper-than-thou Ludlow Hotel.


• Eastwood • 200 Clinton St


212-233-0124 • $$$


Fish ‘n chips, Scotch eggs, and, of course, kale.


• El Castillo de Jagua •


113 Rivington St [Essex St]


212-982-6412 • $


Great cheap Dominican.


• El Sombrero • 108 Stanton St [Ludlow St]


212-254-4188 • $$


Cheap margaritas. Dates back to earlier days of the LES.


• Essex • 124 Rivington St


212-533-9616 • $$$


Great space, OK food.


• Grey Lady • 77 Delancey St [Allen St]


646-580-5239 • $$$


Oysters, noshes and goodness for pre-Bowery Ballroom sustenance.


• il laboratorio del gelato •


188 Ludlow St [E Houston St]


212-343-9922 • $


Mind-bogglingly incredible artisanal gelato.




Sliders at Set L.E.S. and brunch at Clinton Street Baking Co. keep ‘em lined up, but if you’re with a group, just get a big table at Congee Village. We love Kossar’s Bialys for a quick bite, and Shopsin’s when we just need some good old fashioned mac n’ cheese pancakes.





• Katz’s Delicatessen •


205 E Houston St [Ludlow St]


212-254-2246 • $$


Classic New York pastrami; I’ll have what she’s having!


• Kossar’s Bialys • 367 Grand St [Essex St]


212-473-4810 • $


Where NFT gets their morning bialys and bagels.


• La Contenta • 102 Norfolk St [Delancey St]


212-432-4180 • $$$


We’re contented with the fish tacos and margaritas, gracias.


• LES Enfants de Boheme •


177 Henry St [Jefferson St]


646-476-4843 • $$$


French goodness deep in the heart of the LES.


• Nakamura • 172 Delancey St [Attorney St]


212-614-1810 • $$


Internationally renowned ramen.


• Pig and Khao • 68 Clinton St [Rivington St]


212-920-4485 • $$$$


Filipino fusion that’s all good—short rib, pork belly, chicharron, ahhh.


• Russ & Daughters Cafe •


127 Orchard St [Rivington St]


212-475-4881 • $$$


Cheery café serving up fish noshes from popular retail store.


• Set L.E.S. • 127 Ludlow St [Rivington St]


212-982-8225 • $$$


Go for the sliders and the clams casino…and drinks, of course.


• Shopsin’s • 88 Essex St [Rivington St]


917-907-4506 • $


Kenny’s back! Get your Blisters on My Sisters in the Essex St Market.


• Souvlaki GR • 116 Stanton St [Essex St]


212-777-0116 • $$


Perfect Greek sandwiches to transport you away to the islands.


• Sticky Rice • 85 Orchard St [Broome St]


212-274-8208 • $$


Thai treats, Asian BBQ, BYOB, and Wi-Fi?!


• Sweet Chick • 178 Ludlow St [Houston St]


646-657-0217 • $$$


Your basic chicken ‘n waffle hangover solution.


• Wildair • 142 Orchard St [Rivington St]


646-964-5624 • $$$


Cozy wine bar with inventive dishes.
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• Babeland • 94 Rivington St [Ludlow St]


212-375-1701


Sex toys without the creepy vibe.


• Dah Bike Shop • 134 Division St [Ludlow St]


212-925-0155


BMX experts. Totally rad!


• Doughnut Plant • 379 Grand St [Norfolk St]


212-505-3700


Great, weird, recommended.


• Economy Candy • 108 Rivington St [Essex St]


212-254-1531


Floor-to-ceiling candy madness.


• Edith Machinist •


104 Rivington St [Ludlow St]


212-979-9992


Where to buy your vintage boots and bags.


• Erin McKenna’s Babycakes NYC •


248 Broome St [Ludlow St]


855-462-2292


Awfully good vegan, gluten-free pastries, and cupcake tops!


• Essex Street Market •


88 Essex St [Rivington St]


Classic public market with a great combo of old-school and fresh-faced vendors.


• Frank’s Bike Shop • 533 Grand St [Jackson St]


212-533-6332


Sales, repairs, and rentals.


• il laboratorio del gelato •


188 Ludlow St [E Houston St]


212-343-9922


Mind-bogglingly incredible artisanal gelato.


• Joy’s Flower Pot • 40 Hester St [Essex St]


917-663-6388


Flowers, succulents, cacti, air plants, and too-cute terrariums.


• Kossar’s Bialys • 367 Grand St [Essex St]


212-473-4810


Oldest bialy bakery in the US. The absolute sh**.


• Labor Skate Shop • 46 Canal St [Orchard St]


646-351-6792


Hip skate kids roll on in to hang and pick up a cool board.


• Moishe’s Bakery • 504 Grand St [E Broadway]


212-673-5832


Best babka, challah, hamantaschen, and rugalach.


• Moscot • 94 Orchard St [Delancey St]


212-477-3796


Glasses like your grandfather used to wear.




We buy our groceries at Essex Street Market, and uhhh…just browse at Babeland. Economy Candy has everything, and if you’re hungry, hit Cheeky Sandwiches, and Doughnut Plant.





• Petee’s Pie • 61 Delancey St [Allen St]


646-494-3630


Pie engineers with “best of” pedigree.


• Roni-Sue’s Chocolates •


148 Forsyth St [Rivington St]


212-677-1216


Chocolate-covered bacon and other sweets sold from inside Essex Market.


• Russ & Daughters •


179 E Houston St [Orchard St]


212-475-4880


Fab Jewish soul food—lox, herring, sable, etc


• Saxelby Cheesemongers •


Chelsea Market: 75 9th Ave


718-260-8660 All-American and artisinal.


• September Wines & Spirits •


100 Stanton St [Ludlow St]


212-388-0770


Wines from a varity of family-operated vineyards. Free tastings!


• xCubicle • 48 Wall St


917-338-0645


Game system and smartphone repair.


• Zarin Fabrics • 72 Allen St


212-925-6112


Major destination in the fabric district.
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Map 5
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Neighborhood Overview


Ah, the West Village. This is the idyllic neighborhood of Jane Jacobs, the district of odd-angled streets designed to disorient grid-seasoned New Yorkers. Bordered by collegiate Greenwich Village to the east, millionaire stronghold Tribeca to the South, and factory-turned-gallery heaven Chelsea to the North, this neighborhood has quaint beauty, a thriving restaurant scene, and top-notch shopping, making it the ultimate address for the very, very rich. But its draw goes deeper than finding the boots or the cheeseburger that will change your life, because of all the famous artists, musicians, and writers who once lived, worked, drank, strolled, and starved here.


To catch a glimpse of more Bohemian times, head to the White Horse Tavern (1880), which has the dubious honor of being the place where Dylan Thomas drank himself to death. You can see where Edgar Allen Poe was treated at Northern Dispensary (1831), and visit Bob Dylan’s old apartment at 161 West 4th Street. Charming, gated Patchin Place (1849) was once home to writers Theodore Dreiser, e.e. Cummings, and Djuna Barnes. Thelonious Monk, Miles Davis, and every other jazz great under the sun played at Village Vanguard (1935). Poet Edna St. Vincent Millay helped found Cherry Lane Theater (1924), which remains the oldest continuously operating off-Broadway theater. Absent is Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney’s Studio Club on West 8th Street, which moved uptown in the 1950s. In 2015 the Whitney Museum of American Art returned to its West Village roots with a new building at Washington and Gansevoort Streets right next to the High Line.


The atmosphere of artistic creativity and non-conformity that permeated this neighborhood in the early 20th century (and still does, to some extent) gave rise to the gay rights movement, sparked by the 1969 riots at the Stonewall Inn. The West Village has also been the scene of vehement preservation efforts. The Ear Inn (1817), one of the oldest bars in Manhattan, was an early example of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission acting to protect a historic building. The Jefferson Market Courthouse (1877), now part of the New York Public Library, was also saved by the outcry of the community when faced with demolition. Since 1969 much of the area has been preserved as a historic district that runs from 14th Street to West 4th or St. Luke’s Place, and from Washington St. to University Place.


Despite all that architectural preservation, perhaps no area has seen as dramatic change in recent years as the blocks between 14th, Gansevoort, and Hudson Streets, also known as the Meatpacking District. The slaughterhouses, meat markets, hookers, and johns have been displaced by highest of high-end shops, nightclubs, and glittering hotels, paving the way for a different kind of meat market entirely. The Standard Hotel, one of the most visible signs of the area’s resurgence, straddles The High Line, converted from a railway to a green public space that runs all the way up to 34th Street. It’s worth a stroll, if only to remind yourself that you’re (literally) above all the luxury below. Continue your walk along ever-popular Hudson River Park, before hitting one of the West Village’s fine bars and restaurants and having more fun than you can afford.


Along Sixth Avenue at West 4th Street is The Cage, one of the city’s most heralded outdoor basketball courts. The level of play is high and the competition intense; not your typical neighborhood pick-up game, several NBA players learned their chops here. When you’ve worked up an appetite watching from the sidelines, hit up the Old Homestead, New York’s oldest steakhouse; the only thing better than the wood paneling and leather banquettes is that nifty retro neon out front.


West Village
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• Bob Dylan’s One-Time Apartment •


161 W 4th St [Cornelia St]


Bob Dylan lived here in the ‘60s.


• The Cage (Basketball Court) •


6th Ave & W 4th St


Where everybody’s got game…


• The Ear Inn • 326 Spring St [Greenwich St]


212-226-9060


Second-oldest bar in New York; great space.


• The High Line •


Gansevoort to 34th St b/n 10th & 11th Ave


212-500-6035


Stunning elevated park; a testament to human creativity.


• Hudson River Park • Battery Pl to 59th St


212-627-2020


Bicycle and walking paths; tennis, batting cages, dog runs!


• Jefferson Market • 425 6th Ave [W 10th St]


212-243-4334


Now a library.


• Old Homestead Steakhouse •


56 9th Ave [W 14th St]


212-242-9040


Said to be NY’s oldest steakhouse, circa 1868.


• Patchin Place •


W 10th St b/n 6th Ave & Greenwich Ave


Tiny gated enclave, once home to E.E. Cummings.


• The Standard • 848 Washington St [W 12th St]


212-645-4646


Hip Meatpacking District hotel straddling the High Line.


• The Stonewall Inn •


53 Christopher St [7th Ave S]


212-488-2705


Uprising here in 1969 launched the gay rights movement.


• Westbeth Artists Housing •


55 Bethune St [Washington St]


212-691-1500


Cool multifunctional arts center.


• White Horse Tavern •


567 Hudson St [W 11th St]


212-989-3956


Another old, cool bar. Dylan Thomas drank here (too much).


• Whitney Museum of American Art •


99 Gansevoort St [10th Ave]


212-570-3600


Always has something to talk about, like the controversial Biennial.
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• Joe the Art of Coffee • 141 Waverly Pl [Gay St]


212-924-6750


Excellent espresso.


• Partners Coffee • 44 Charles St [7th Ave S]


917-675-7668 Australian artisanal coffee powerhouse.
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• Abingdon Square Greenmarket •


W 12th St & Hudson St


Sat 8 am–2 pm, year-round.
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• Art Bar • 52 8th Ave [W 4th St]


212-727-0244


Great spaces, cool crowd.


• Arthur’s Tavern • 57 Grove St [Bleecker St]


212-675-6879


Featuring great jazz and blues since 1937.


• Automatic Slims • 733 Washington St [Bank St]


212-645-8660


LOUD. Yes, that loud.


• Barrow’s Pub • 463 Hudson St [Barrow St]


212-741-9349


Low-key, old man bar.


• Blind Tiger Ale House •


281 Bleecker St [Jones St]


212-462-4682


Beer heaven. Good food. Good vibe.


• Blue Ribbon Bar • 34 Downing St [Bedford St]


212-691-0404


Haute wine bar from the Bromberg brothers’ epicurean empire.


• Boom Boom Room •


848 Washington St [W 13th St]


212-645-4646


Chic beautiful things drink at the top of the Standard Hotel.


• Brass Monkey • 55 Little W 12th St [10th Ave]


917-765-6746


Lots of beers, big wood tables, low light, and multiple levels.




So many bars, so little time. The Ear Inn and White Horse Tavern are classics while Employees Only and Little Branch have speakeasy cocktails covered. Check out live jazz at Village Vanguard, world music at SOB’s, cabaret at Marie’s Crisis and The Duplex and movies at IFC or revival house Film Forum.





• City Winery • 25 11th Ave [15th St]


646-751-6033


Adult yupsters sip pinot while David Byrne plays a live set.


• Cubbyhole • 281 W 12th St [W 4th St]


212-243-9041


Homey atmosphere and friendly crowd at this lesbian bar mainstay.


• The Duplex • 61 Christopher St [7th Ave S]


212-255-5438


Everything’s still fun.


• The Ear Inn • 326 Spring St [Greenwich St]


212-226-9060


Second oldest bar in NYC. A great place.


• Employees Only • 510 Hudson St [W 10th St]


212-242-3021


Classy cocktails for big bucks.


• Fiddlesticks Pub & Grill •


56 Greenwich Ave [Perry St]


212-463-0516


Good Irish fare, depressing environs.


• The Four-Faced Liar • 165 W 4th St [Cornelia St]


212-206-8959


A spirited neighborhood bar with wonderfully friendly bartenders.


• Henrietta Hudson • 438 Hudson St [Morton St]


212-924-3347


Good lesbian vibe.


• Hudson Bar and Books •


636 Hudson St [Horatio St]


212-229-2642


Like Cheers for a hipper, more sophisticated crowd.


• Johnny’s Bar • 90 Greenwich Ave [W 12th St]


212-741-5279


Occassional celeb sightings at this popular dive.


• Kettle of Fish • 59 Christopher St [7th Ave S]


212-414-2278


Cozy couches and darts.


• Little Branch • 20 7th Ave S [W 12th St]


212-929-4360


Clever cocktails in an intimate, cavernous setting.


• Marie’s Crisis • 59 Grove St [7th Ave S]


646-470-6040


Showtunes only! And no, Billy Joel doesn’t count.


• Off The Wagon • 109 MacDougal St [Minetta Ln]


212-533-4487


College bar at it’s finest. If that’s possbile.


• The Other Room • 143 Perry St [Washington St]


212-645-9758


Surprisingly decent beer selection with great, low-key vibe.


• Pieces • 8 Christopher St [Gay St]


212-929-9291


Favorite local gay dive, newly renovated, cheap drinks.


• Plunge • 18 9th Ave [W 13th St]


212-660-6736


The Gansevoort’s rooftop bar for pretty people.


• Smalls Jazz Club • 183 W 10th St [W 4th St]


646-476-4346


Classic New York jazz scene; all night for $20.


• SOB’s • 204 Varick St [W Houston St]


212-243-4940


World music venue with salsa lessons on Mondays.


• Soho Cigar Bar • 32 Watts St [Sullivan St]


212-941-1781


Smoker-friendly lounge.


• Standard Biergarten •


848 Washington St [W 13th St]


212-645-4100


Gallons of beer, pretzels, and partying young ones.


• The Stonewall Inn •


53 Christopher St [7th Ave S]


212-488-2705


From the L to the GB and T, this is where it all began.


• Paul’s Casablanca • 305 Spring St [Renwick St]


212-620-5220


A sexy Moroccan hot spot or an ode to Pier 1 Imports?


• Turks & Frogs • 323 W 11th St [Greenwich St]


212-691-8875


Wine bar off the beaten track.


• Village Vanguard • 178 7th Ave S [Perry St]


212-255-4037


Classic NYC jazz venue. Not to be missed.


• Vin Sur Vingt • 192 7th Ave S


212-924-4442


Bold wine choices and French small plates in a cozy space.


• Vol de Nuit • 148 W 4th St [6th Ave]


212-982-3388


Belgian beers, cool vibe.


• White Horse Tavern •


567 Hudson St [W 11th St]


212-989-3956


Another NYC classic.


• Wilfie and Nell • 228 W 4th St [W 10th St]


212-242-2990


Cool space, good food; too bad someone told the i-bankers.


• Wogie’s • 39 Greenwich Ave [Charles St]


212-229-2171


Philly-caliber cheesesteaks & 700-level Phans.
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• A Salt & Battery • 112 Greenwich Ave [Jane St]


212-691-2713 • $$


If you can eat it, they can fry it.


• Agave • 140 7th Ave S [Charles St]


212-989-2100 • $$$


Surprisingly good Southwest-Mex.


• Bar Six • 502 6th Ave [W 13th St]


212-691-1363 • $$$


Pretty much a perfect French bistro.


• Benny’s Burritos • 113 Greenwich Ave [Jane St]


212-633-9210 • $$


An NYC Mexican institution.


• Black Tap • 529 Broome St [Sullivan St]


917-639-3089 • $$


Soho burger spot with the buzzy milkshakes.


• Bleeker Street Pizza • 69 7th Ave S [Bleeker St]


212-924-4466 • $


A couple pepperonis above the average grab-a-slice pizza place.


• Bobo • 181 W 10th St [7th Ave]


212-488-2626 • $$$$


Hip eats, if you can find the unmarked basement entrance.


• Bonsignour • 35 Jane St [8th Ave]


212-229-9700 • $$


Over-priced but tasty café, celeb-sighting likely.




Taïm has some of the best falafel on the planet, and for a cheap breakfast that even celebs appreciate, La Bonbonniere can’t be beat. Impress dates by locating the unmarked basement door of Bobo. Try En Brasserie for Japanese izakaya and Numero 28 Pizzeria for pizza.





• Bosie Tea Parlor • 506 LaGuardia Place


212-352-9900 • $$


Fine teas, tasty little sandwiches, proper tea service, lovely staff.


• Bubby’s •


120 Hudson St


212-219-0666


Comfort food masters’ West Village outpost.


• Buvette • 42 Grove St [Bleecker St]


212-255-3590 • $$$


French all the way, grâce à Dieu.


• Café Altro Paradiso • 234 Spring St [6th Ave]


646-952-0828 • $$$$


Fancified basic Italian in stylish setting.


• Café Cluny • 284 W 12th St [W 4th St]


212-255-6900 • $$$$


The Odeon’s younger cousin in the West Village, also French.


• Caliente Cab Co • 61 7th Ave S [Bleecker St]


212-243-8517 • $$


Cheesy spot the kids would probably like.


• Casa • 72 Bedford St [Commerce St]


212-366 9410 • $$$


Triple B’s: Beautiful Brazilian brunch.


• Casa la Femme • 140 Charles St [Washington St]


212-505-0005 • $$$$


A Fantastic Culinary Experience on the West Village.


• Charlie Bird • 5 King St [6th Ave]


212-235-7133 • $$ $$


Italo-comfort cuisine/paean to NYC.


• Coppelia • 207 W 14th St [7th Ave]


212-858-5001 • $$$


Fancy-ish diner with a Cuban twist. Always open.


• Corner Bistro • 331 W 4th St [Jane St]


212-242-9502 • $


Top NYC burgers. Perfect at 3 am.


• Cowgirl • 519 Hudson St [W 10th St]


212-633-1133 • $$


Good chicken fried steak.


• Deb’s Catering • 3 Madison St


212-964-1300 • $


Get cheap but interesting food for lunch from their “salad bar.”


• Decoy • 529 Hudson St [Charles St]


212-691-9700 • $$$$


If they’re elevating Peking duck why is the place subterranean?


• Employees Only • 510 Hudson St [W 10th St]


212-242-3021 • $$$$


Deco-decorated eatery with a damn good bar.


• EN Japanese Brasserie •


435 Hudson St [Leroy St]


212-647-9196 • $$$$


Amazing izakaya not to be missed.


• Extra Virgin • 259 West 4th St [Perry St]


212-691-9359 • $$$$


Brunch, dinner, and a little bit of everything. Pure New York.


• Fiddlesticks Pub & Grill •


56 Greenwich Ave [Perry St]


212-257-0630 • $$


This pub’s authentic Irish fare is nothing to fiddle around with.


• galanga • 149 W 4th St [6th Ave]


212-228-4267 • $$


Creative Thai that’s spicy and delish.


• Gottino • 52 Greenwich Ave [Perry St]


212-633-2590 • $$$


The Italian small plate trend fulfills its potential here.


• Gradisca • 126 W 13th St [Ave of the Americas]


212-691-4886 • $$$$


Romantic Italian loyal to the regular customers.


• Hector’s • 44 Little W 12th St [Washington St]


212-206-7592 • $$


Unfancy burgers under the fancy High Line.


• High Street on Hudson •


637 Hudson St [Horatio St]


917-388-3944 • $$$


All-day bread-forward haute farm-to-table Philly import.


• Houseman • 508 Greenwich St [Spring St]


212-641-0654 • $$$


Rustic, elegant, ever-changing menus in Hudson Square.


• I Sodi • 105 Christopher St [Bleecker St]


646-675-8672 • $$$


Tuscan through and through.


• Jeffrey’s Grocery •


172 Waverly Pl [Christopher St]


646-398-7630 • $$$


All-day affair with emphasis on oysters.


• Joe’s Pizza • 7 Carmine St [Bleecker St]


212-366-1182 • $


Excellent slices.


• John’s Pizzeria • 278 Bleecker St [Jones St]


212-243-1680 • $$


Quintessential NY pizza.


• Joseph Leonard • 170 Waverly Pl [Grove St]


646-429-8383 • $$$


Top-notch NYC dining experience. Worth the splurge and wait.


• La Bonbonniere • 28 8th Ave [Jane St]


212-741-9266 • $


Best cheap breakfast in the city.


• La Nacional • 239 W 14th St [8th Ave]


917-388-2888 • $$$


Hidden Spanish social club serving traditional tapas.


• La Sirene • 558 Broome St [Varick St]


212-925-3061 • $$$


Gourmet French that’s BYOB? We’re in heaven.


• Le Gigot • 18 Cornelia St [Bleeker St]


212-627-3737 • $$$$


Classic cuisine Française, complete with Parisian price tag.


• Little Owl • 90 Bedford St [Barrow St]


212-741-4695 • $$$$


Fun, intimate bistro.


• Malatesta Trattoria •


649 Washington St [Christopher St]


212-741-1207 • $$


Authentic Italiano in cozy surroundings—e delizioso gnocchi!


• Mah Ze Dahr • 28 Greenwich Ave [Charles St]


212-498-9810


Deluxe baked goods with a neighborhood vibe.


• Mary’s Fish Camp • 64 Charles St [W 4th St]


646-486-2185 • $$$


Amy Sedaris used to wait tables here for fun. Killer food!


• Mighty Quinn’s • 75 Greenwich Ave [11th St]


646-524-7889 • $$$


Highly regarded “Texalina” hybrid barbecue mini-chain.


• Moustache • 90 Bedford St [Grove St]


212-229-2220 • $$


Excellent sit-down falafel.


• No 28 • 28 Carmine St [Bleecker St]


212-463-9653 • $$


Finally, real Napoli pizza for reasonable prices.


• Old Homestead Steakhouse •


56 9th Ave [W 14th St]


212-242-9040 • $$$$$


Said to be NY’s oldest steakhouse, circa 1868.




Foodies, hit Murray’s Cheese, Myers of Keswick, Ottomanelli & Sons, Citarella, Faiccos, and Murray’s Bagels. Sip java at Joe The Art of Coffee, browse for books at Three Lives & Company, or go ahead and blow your bonus at Té Company, Alexander McQueen, and Stella McCartney.





• One If By Land, TIBS • 17 Barrow St [Bleecker St]


212-255-8649 • $$$$$


Exudes romance.


• Palma • 28 Cornelia St [W 4th St]


212-691-2223 • $$


Italian restaurant with cooks who have Italian accents.


• Pearl Oyster Bar • 18 Cornelia St [W 4th St]


212-691-8211 • $$$


For all your lobster roll cravings. NFT fave.


• Perry Street • 176 Perry St [Washington St]


212-352-1900 • $$$$$


Satisfyingly simplified New French from Jean-Georges Vongerichten.


• Piccolo Angolo • 621 Hudson St [Jane St]


212-229-9177 • $$


The lobster cannelloni is famous. The service is colorful.


• Pinto • 117 W 10th St


212-366-5455 • $$


Fun, fusion-y Thai; good takeout option.


• Ramen-Ya • 181 W 4th St [Jones St]


212-989-5440 • $$$


Pork & chicken broth plus small plates and rice bowls.


• RedFarm • 529 Hudson St [Charles St]


212-792-9700 • $$$


Farm-fresh dim sum. Home of the Pac Man dumpling.


• Rosemary’s • 18 Greenwich Ave [W 10th St]


212-647-1818 • $$$


Greenmarket Italian from a garden (with chickens!) on the roof.


• Sanpanino • 494 Hudson St [Christopher St]


212-645-7228 • $


Mouthwatering Italian sandwiches. We love #14.


• Slowly Shirley • 121 W 10th St [Greenwich Ave]


212-243-2827


Subterranean mixological excellence from NYC cocktail veterans.


• Snack Taverna • 63 Bedford St [Morton St]


212-929-3499 • $$$


Greek for hipsters. More upscale than its sister restaurant on Thompson.


• Taim • 222 Waverly Pl [Perry St]


212-691-1287 • $$


Gourmet falafel with mind-blowing housemade sauces.


• Tartine • 253 W 11th St [W 4th St]


212-229-2611 • $$$


BYOB + Solid French = NFT pick.


• Tea & Sympathy •


108 Greenwich Ave [W 13th St]


212-989-9735 • $$$


Eccentric English. Cult favorite.


• Two Boots • 101 7th Ave


646-863-2668 • $


Cajun pizza.


• Via Carota • 51 Grove St [7th Ave S]


212-255-1962 • $$$$


All-day Tuscan cuisine, done to perfection.


• Wallse • 344 W 11th St [Washington St]


212-352-2300 • $$$$


Top-notch Austrian cuisine keeps the West Villagers coming back.


• The Waverly Inn • 16 Bank St [Waverly Pl]


917-828-1154 • $$$$


Hip, revamped café-cum-speakeasy. Good luck getting in.


• Waverly Restaurant •


385 Ave of the Americas [Waverly Pl]


212-675-3181 • $$


Great old-school diner with classy waiters.
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• Alexander McQueen •


747 Madison Ave [E 65th St]


212-645-1797


Brit bad boy designs.


• C.O. Bigelow Chemists • 414 6th Ave [W 9th St]


212-533-2700


Classic village pharmacy. Do try and patronize it.


• Casa Magazines • 22 8th Ave [W 12th St]


212-645-1197


Seemingly every magazine ever, among the last of its kind.


• Citarella • 424 6th Ave [W 9th St]


212-874-0383


Wealthy foodies love this place.


• The End of History • 548 Hudson St [Perry St]


212-647-7598


Very cool shop specializing in antique glass.


• Faicco’s Italian Specialties •


260 Bleecker St [Cornelia St]


212-243-1974


Proscuitto bread, homemade sausage, huge heros, pork heaven.




Foodies, hit Murray’s Cheese, Myers of Keswick, Ottomanelli & Sons, Citarella, Faiccos, and Murray’s Bagels. Sip java at Joe The Art of Coffee, browse for books at Three Lives & Company, or go ahead and blow your bonus at Té Company, Alexander McQueen, and Stella McCartney.





• Health & Harmony • 470 Hudson St [Barrow St]


212-691-3036


Small health food store with good selection and decent prices.


• House of Oldies • 35 Carmine St [Bleecker St]


212-243-0500


Everything on vinyl.


• The Leather Man •


111 Christopher St [Bedford St]


212-243-5339


No, you won’t look like James Dean. But it’ll help.


• Murray’s Cheese • 254 Bleecker St [Leroy St]


212-243-3289


We love cheese, and so does Murray’s.


• Music Inn • 169 W 4th St [Jones St]


212-243-5715


Bursting with beautiful drums & stringed world instruments, they do repairs.


• Myers of Keswick • 634 Hudson St [Horatio St]


212-691-4194


Killer English sausages, pasties, etc. And “Bounty!”


• O. Ottomanelli & Sons •


285 Bleecker St [Jones St]


212-675-4217


High quality meats and the friendliest butchers in town.


• Stella McCartney • 112 Greene St [Prince St]


212-255-1556


Hip, animal-friendly fashion.


• Suprema Provisions • 305 Bleecker St


[7th Ave S] 646-964-4994


Super-shmancy gourmet Italian food market and wine bar/small plate powerhouse.


• Té Company • 163 W 10th St [7th Ave S]


929-335-3168


High-end tea store.


• Three Lives & Company •


238 W 10th St [Waverly Pl]


212-741-2069


Classic Village bookshop. Thank God.


• Waterfront Bike Shop •


391 West St [Christopher St]


212-414-2453


Sales, service, repairs, and rentals.
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Neighborhood Overview


Simply put, this is still the center of the universe. It all radiates from the corner of Broadway and Houston, which serves as the intersection for four of New York City’s most exciting neighborhoods: Greenwich Village, Soho, NoHo, and NoLiTa. While the area is far from bucolic—green space is limited to a few patches of grass in Washington Square Park—it has everything one could possibly want in terms of culture. Architecture, art galleries, movie theaters, live music, shopping, restaurants, old New York, new New York, and every other kind of New York are all here for the taking. If you’re new to the city and ready to dive in and explore, start here.


One of this area’s highlights is the sheer number of buildings from every period of New York City’s development. Just walk the streets and you’ll traverse over two hundred years of architectural history. Start with the somewhat-hidden former stables at Washington Mews for a taste of 18th-century New York. Other ancient (for New York) buildings include St. Marks Church in-the-Bowery (1799), Colonnade Row (1830s), the Old Merchant’s House (1832), Grace Church (1846) and the Cooper Union Building (1859). The stunning white terra cotta exterior of Louis Sullivan’s Bayard-Condict Building (1899), and Ernest Flagg’s Great Jones Fire House (1899) and Little Singer Building (1904) hearken back to New York at the turn of the 20th century. In the early 20th century Daniel Burnham (Wanamaker’s, 1904/1907) and Henry J Hardenbergh (376 Lafayette St, 1888, and the Con Edison Building, 1914) added their contributions to the area. Our ultimate favorite is the little-known DeVinne Press Building (1885) by Babb, Cook & Willard (and not just because Astor Wines is there). Starting in the 21st century, modern (or should we say postmodern?) architecture has run rampant along the Bowery, transforming the once derelict district. Notable examples include Thom Mayne’s Cooper Union New Academic Building (2009), Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa’s brilliant New Museum of Contemporary Art (2007), and Herzog & de Mauron’s bizarre 40 Bond (2007).


Unlike these buildings, some historical places of interest seem hidden in plain sight. Our favorite of these is the lovely New York City Marble Cemetery, tucked away on Second Street between The Bowery and Second Avenue. NYU’s Brown Building was the site of the horrific Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, while 18 West 11th Street was the site of the Weathermen explosion. A plaque at the Mark Twain House on West 4th Street commemorates his time as a Greenwich Villager. And, while you can’t rock out at CBGB anymore, you can still visit the site (now a John Varvatos store), right around the corner from where Joey Ramone lived on East 2nd Street, also known as Joey Ramone Place.


Just as there’s no shortage of history, the cultural options here can make your head spin. A few of our favorites include the Salmagundi Club for art, the Astor Center for food and cooking events, and Anthology Film Archives for experimental film. The Bowery Ballroom is one of the best venues in NYC to catch up-and-coming musical acts. Browsing The Strand’s 18 miles of books is a must.


For all the history and culture here, signs of the area’s down-and-out heyday in the 1970s and 1980s are few and far between. Milano’s still serves up divey goodness, as it’s been doing since the 1800s. Skate punks still hang out at The Alamo (give it a spin), even while fancy glass towers rise around it. You can still get your punk rock and goth gear at Trash & Vaudeville. Much of the rest of St. Mark’s Place between Second and Third Avenues now resembles a cross between a strip mall and Little Tokyo, which stretches along 9th Street as well. If you’re ready for a break from all this excitement, grab some ramen, then get a cocktail at Angel’s Share (one flight up and behind a Japanese restaurant) or explore the sake list at Decibel while feeling like you’ve left the Village far behind.


Washington Sq / NYU / NoHo / SoHo
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• 376 Lafayette St •


376 Lafayette St [Great Jones St]


Henry Hardenbergh’s NoHo masterpiece, circa 1888.


• 40 Bond • 40 Bond St [Bowery]


Uber-futuristic condo projects by Herzog & de Meuron et al.


• The Alamo (The Cube) • 4th Ave & Astor Pl


Give it a spin sometime.


• Bayard-Condict Building •


65 Bleecker St [Crosby St]


Louis Sullivan’s only New York building.


• Brown Building of Science •


23-29 Washington Pl [Greene St]


Site of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire.


• Colonnade Row • 428 Lafayette St [Astor Pl]


Remains of a very different era.


• Con Edison Building • 145 E 14th St [Irving Pl]


Cool top.


• Cooper Union • 30 Cooper Sq [Bowery]


212-353-4100


Great brownstone-covered building.


• Cooper Union New Academic Building •


41 Cooper Sq [E 6th St]


Supercool, futuristic, and eco-friendly architecture.


• DeVinne Press Building •


399 Lafayette St [E 4th St]


Killer 1885 brick-and-glass masterpiece by Babb, Cook & Willard.


• Former location of CBGB & OMFUG •


315 Bowery [Bleecker St]


Now houses high-end retail. Ew.


• Great Jones Firehouse •


Bowery & Great Jones St The coolest firehouse in NYC.


• Joey Ramone Place • Bowery & E 2nd St


It’s Joey Ramone’s place. Period.


• Little Singer Building •


561 Broadway [Prince St]


A fine building by Ernest Flagg.


• Mark Twain House • 14 W 10th St [5th Ave]


Mark Twain lived here. It’s also NYC’s most haunted portal.


• The Merchant’s House Museum •


29 E 4th St [Lafayette St]


212-777-1089


The merchant is now dead.


• New Museum • 235 Bowery [Prince St]


212-219-1222


Brilliant white stacked cubes houses contemporary art and killer bookstore. Yah.


• The New School • 66 W 12th St [5th Ave]


212-229-5600


Legendary progressive university located in and around Greenwich Village.


• New York City Marble Cemetery •


41½ 2nd Ave


917-780-2893


Cool, but generally closed. But you can still see in.


• New York University •


70 Washington Sq S [LaGuardia Pl]


212-998-1212


One of the city’s largest private employers.


• Salmagundi Club • 47 5th Ave [E 12th St]


212-255-7740


Cool building.


• Site of the Weathermen Explosion •


18 W 11th St [5th Ave]


Townhouse where the Weathermen’s plans to destroy Columbia’s library went awry.


• St. Mark’s Church In The Bowery •


131 E 10th St [3rd Ave]


212-674-6377


Old church with lots of community ties.


• Union Square Clock/Metronome •


52 E 14th St [Broadway]


Get lost in time while looking South in Union Square.


• University Settlement •


184 Eldridge St [Rivington St]


212-674-9120


Providing a haven for lower east siders of all ages since 1886.


• Wanamaker’s • E 8th St & Broadway


Former classiest department store in the city is now a Kmart. Ugh.


• Washington Mews •


University Pl (entrance) [5th Ave]


Where horses and servants used to live. Now coveted NYU space.


• Washington Square Park •


W 4th St & Washington Square W


From Potter’s field to counterculture mecca and everything in between.




For better or worse, this area is why New York is called the city that never sleeps. For dives, we like Scratcher, Milano’s, and Blue & Gold. For cocktails, check out Mayamezcal or Angel’s Share. Catch a reading at KGB, an indie film at Angelika Film Center or Sunshine Cinema, or live music at Joe’s Pub or Le Poisson Rouge or Bowery Ballroom. We guarantee you won’t be bored.
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• Café Gitane • 242 Mott St [Prince St]


212-334-9552


Worth the wait. Delicious food, beautiful people.


• Caffe Reggio • 119 MacDougal St [W 3rd St]


212-475-9557


A New York classic. Check out the custom coffee cups.


• Coffee Project New York •


239 E 5th St [2nd Ave]


212-228-7888


Home of the deconstructed latte.


• Ground Support Cafe •


399 W Broadway [Spring St]


212-219-8722


Serving up the almighty coffee from Intelligentsia.


• Joe The Art of Coffee • 9 E 13th St [5th Ave]


212-924-3300


Joe really knows his joe.Collegiate coffee house. NYU hangout.


• Hi Collar • 231 E 9th St


212-777-7018


Japanese coffee shop by day/sake bar by night.


• La Colombe Torrefaction •


400 Lafayette St [E 4th St]


212-677-5834


Philly’s Stumptown expands toward the East Village.


• La Colombe Torrefaction •


270 Lafayette St [Prince St]


212-625-1717


Philly’s Stumptown.


• Mudspot • 307 E 9th St [2nd Ave]


212-228-9074


The Mudtruck’s stationary shop.


• Porto Rico Importing Co. •


201 Bleecker St [MacDougal St]


212-477-5421


Beans by the barrel full.


• Think Coffee • 248 Mercer St [W 3rd St]


212-228-6226


• Third Rail Coffee • 240 Sullivan St


646-580-1240


Quality coffee and baked goods.
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• 8th Street Wine Cellar •


28 W 8th St [MacDougal St]


212-260-9463


Classy and calm. Luckily NYU kids don’t drink wine.


• Amelie Wine Bar • 22 W 8th St [Macdougal St]


212-533-2962


French wine bar with delish foie gras, escargot, etc. Bon ap’!


• Amsterdam Billiards Club •


110 E 11th St [4th Ave]


212-995-0333


Expensive and more posh than most pool halls.


• Angel’s Share • 8 Stuyvesant St [E 9th St]


212-777-5415


Semi-hidden cocktail spot. Bring someone special.


• Attaboy • 134 Eldridge St [Delancey St]


Milk & Honey torchbearers carry on mixological tradition.


• Bar Goto • 245 Eldridge St [Houston St]


212-810-7024


Crafted cocktails and Japanese bar comfort food.


• Bar Next Door • 129 MacDougal St [W 3rd St]


917-639-3239


For serious jazz enthusiasts with a penchant for wine and crispy pizza.


• Bar Veloce • 175 2nd Ave [E 11th St]


646-684-3174


Sip grappa on a first date. Also in Chelsea.


• Beauty Bar • 231 E 14th St [3rd Ave]


212-539-1389


Just a little off the top, dahling?


• Blue & Gold Tavern • 79 E 7th St [1st Ave]


212-777-1006


Another fine East Village dive.


• Blue Note • 131 W 3rd St [MacDougal St]


212-475-8592


Classic jazz venue. Pricey.


• Boiler Room • 86 E 4th St [2nd Ave]


212-529-2100


Longtime comfortable, welcoming, no-nonsense gay dive.


• Botanica Bar • 47 E Houston St [Mulberry St]


212-343-7251


Good bar, but we still miss the Knitting Factory.


• Bowery Ballroom • 6 Delancey St [Bowery]


212-260-4700


Great space that attracts great bands.


• The Box • 189 Chrystie St [Rivington St]


212-982-9301


Burlesque and bottle service for the filthy rich.


• Burp Castle • 41 E 7th St [2nd Ave]


212-982-4576


Belgian ales and hushed voices.


• Carroll Place • 157 Bleecker St [Thompson St]


212-260-1700


Multi-level brunch, dinner, wine bar, live music destination.


• The Cock • 93 2nd Ave [5th Ave]


In spot formerly known as The Hole; so there’s that.


• Comedy Cellar •


117 MacDougal St [Minetta Ln]


212-254-3480


Big names make surprise appearances.


• Corkbuzz • 13 E 13th St [5th Ave]


646-873-6071


Outstanding wine selection in a classy setting.


• Fanelli’s Cafe • 94 Prince St [Mercer St]


212-226-9412


Old-time SoHo haunt. Nice tiles.


• The Fat Black Pussycat •


130 W 3rd St [MacDougal St]


212-533-4790


Average rock venue.




McSorley’s Old Ale House has been in operation 1854, and has a great old-school barroom atmosphere; weekend nights are insane. For a great beer selection, seek out Peculier Pub in Greenwich Village or if you’re on the other side of Broadway Burp Castle, which is great for Belgian beer and quiet conversation.





• Home Sweet Home •


131 Chrystie St [Broome St]


212-226-5709


Non-descript taxidermy hang out.


• The Immigrant • 341 E 9th St [1st Ave]


646-308-1724


Wine and snacks in a sexy tenement.


• Jadis Wine Bar • 42 Rivington St [Eldridge St]


212-254-1675


Perfect date spot for poor NFT employees.


• Joe’s Pub • 425 Lafayette St [Astor Pl]


212-967-7555


Excellent range of acts in intimate space.


• KGB Bar • 85 E 4th St [2nd Ave]


347-441-4481


Former CP HQ. Meet your comrades. Readings, too.


• Le Poisson Rouge •


158 Bleecker St [Sullivan St]


212-505-3474


Seductive and strangely fun eclectic live music.


• Lobby Bar • 335 Bowery [E 2nd St]


212-505-9100


Great spot for a night cap.


• Loreley Beer Garden • 7 Rivington St [Bowery]


212-253-7077


Tons of beer, individual pitchers optional.


• Marshall Stack • 66 Rivington St [Allen St]


212-228-4667


Winner for best bar that seemed like it would be awful.


• Mayamezcal • 304 E 6th St [2nd Ave]


212-253-5888


Tequila and mezcal den with awesome old Mexico decor.


• McSorley’s Old Ale House •


15 E 7th St [3rd Ave]


212-473-9148


Lights or darks?


• Milano’s • 51 E Houston St [Mott St]


212-226-8844


Grungy, narrow, awesome, narrow, grungy.


• Mother Ruin • 18 Spring St [Elizabeth St]


212-219-0942


Handcrafted cocktails and small plates.


• Peasant • 194 Elizabeth St [Spring St]


212-965-9511


For ambience, head down to the dark cave o’ wine.


• Peculier Pub • 145 Bleecker St [LaGuardia Pl]


212-353-1327


Large beer selection. NYU hangout.


• Reservoir • 70 University Pl [E 10th St]


212-475-0770


Surprisingly good food, lots of sports.


• Rockwood Music Hall •


196 Allen St [E Houston St]


212-477-4155


Live music nightly.


• Sake Bar Decibel • 240 E 9th St [2nd Ave]


212-979-2733


Hip, underground sake bar.


• Scratcher • 209 E 5th St [Bowery]


212-477-0030


Low-key port for you and your Guinness.


• Sly Fox • 140 2nd Ave [St Marks Pl]


212 – 614-3283


Bring your own space heater.


• Spring Street Lounge •


48 Spring St [Mulberry St]


All-ESPN-watchin’ post-college moochers.


• Standings • 43 E 7th St [2nd Ave]


212-420-0671


Hardest working (and smallest) sports bar in New York.


• Sweet & Vicious • 5 Spring St [Bowery]


212-334-7915


Great outdoor space.


• Swift Hibernian Lounge •


34 E 4th St [Bowery]


212-260-3600


Irish bar that tries more than most.


• Terra Blues • 149 Bleecker St [Thompson St]


212-777-7776


Live blues. If you’re into that.


• Tom & Jerry’s • 288 Elizabeth St [E Houston St]


646-869-0345


Low key and friendly place for a drink.


• The Uncommons •


230 Thompson St [W 3rd St]


646-543-9215


Board game cafe in former Village Chess spot.


• Von • 3 Bleecker St [Bowery]


212-473-3039


Great vibe. Great bar.


• Webster Hall • 125 E 11th St [4th Ave]
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Map 3 - City Hall / Chinatown
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