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Welcome to Rosie’s CRAFT CORNER

Introduction

Kids & Crafts

Creating Your Own Craft Corner

What You Need

Be Prepared & A Note About Saving the Planet
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EVERY DAY is a decoupage day

Cuff Love

Black & White & Read All Over Chest

Take a Snapshot Tray

Light Up Your Life Switch Plates
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jump up! it’s SPRING

EASTER

Cheep-Cheep Chicks

Paper Petal Blooms

I Want Candy Napkin Rings

Super-Duper Eggs

Crazy Carrot Party Bags

A-tisket, A-tasket Basket

Hippity Hop Bunny Piñata

Heidi’s Yummy Easter Eggs

MOTHER’S DAY

To Mom, with Love Bouquet

You Big Sweetie Cupcakes

FATHER’S DAY

All About You Frames

FOR THE BIRDS

Meet My Peeps Bird Feeder
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chillin’ on a SUMMER day

BLOOM’S DAY

Pretty as a Posy Pencil Holders

Green Gallery Flower Prints

Just for You Plates

Yes, You Can Cans
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ARTS & CRAFTS TIME!

Beads of Wonder

Friends Forever Bracelets

Way-Cool Painted Sneakers

Rainbow Wraps

To Tie-Dye-For T-Shirts

Chalk It Up

FOURTH OF JULY

Party Pinwheels
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FROM THE SEA

Super Star Shells

Glam Clam Paperweight & Starring You Frame

Royal (Icing) Sand Castle

Ocean in a Jar

By the Sea Sand Art
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FALL fun for everyone

HALLOWEEN

Jack-o’-Lanterns

It’s Pumpkin Time

Creepy Cup Lights & Ghoulish Glows

Lickety-Split Ghosts

Trick-or-Treat Eats

Hostess-with-the-Ghostest Bowl

Spooky Paint

Mummy Dearest

Miss Lazy Daisy

Creepy, Crawly Spider

Put on Your Poker Face

Milk & Cookies

Stop & Go
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THANKSGIVING

Paper Bag Turkey

Leaf Menagerie

Falling Leaves Banner

lots to do in WINTER
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THE HOLIDAYS

Ho-Ho-Ho Garlands

Let’s Have a Ball! Ornaments

Kid-Friendly Garlands

Very Merry Magnet Frames

Holiday Hang-Ups

Soapsuds Snowmen

Cinnamon Clay Classics

Glitter Globes

Kwanzaa Mkeka Mat

Shining Stars

Spice of Life Cutouts
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NEW YEAR’S EVE

New Year’s Noisemakers

VALENTINE’S DAY

My Funny Valentine & Forever Yours Wreath

Make-My-Day Bouquet

Heart-to-Heart Garland

Tokens of Affection

[image: images]

RAINY DAY playdate

LET-IT-POUR PROJECTS

Baubles & Beads Mosaic Pots

Flour Power Super Clay

Sun Catcher Mobile

Rope-It-In Basket

What a Card!

Magical Beans Mosaic

Peekaboo Puppet Show

Clay Nation Friends

Oink! Meow! Glove Puppets

Mad Scientist Experiment

CANDLES & SOAP

Cookie Cutter Candles

Pushpin Pillars

We’re Forever Blowing Bubbles

Shower Slime & Fun-in-the-Tub Bars

Exploding Soap Bombs
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Easy Anytime Projects

Templates

Best Places for Craft Supplies

Credits & Acknowledgments
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• Introduction

• Kids & Crafts

• Creating Your Own Craft Corner

• What You Need

• Be Prepared & A Note About Saving the Planet


Crafts are my way of relaxing. My friends say they can tell how stressed I am by the number of craft projects I’m working on. I find nothing is more soothing than sitting at my craft table with music blaring as loud as the speakers can take—creating. I know I am not alone, many people share my love for crafting, and this book is dedicated to them.

I have enlisted the help of fellow crafter and friend Bobby Pearce, and we’ve compiled some of our favorite projects. We have carefully designed CRAFTY U to be fun for the entire family. In fact, that is exactly why I am doing this book—to inspire families to spend more time together—crafting!

u r crafty – i swear – u r

Many of the projects are super-simple, and many require materials you already have lying around the house. We’ve organized most of this book by season, but truthfully, you can do lots of these activities any day of the year.

I encourage you to experiment and adapt these projects to create your own crafts. There is plenty of room to express yourself and create your own works of art. We are only limited by our imaginations.

I hope you enjoy CRAFTY U as much as I’ve enjoyed putting it together for you.

this is not a college – but a university
pick ur classes
get urself a degree
i know inside there is a crafty u
u r art
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Kids & Crafts


A craft project is a great way for children to explore their creativity, build confidence, and learn how to express themselves. Doing crafts gives them a real sense of accomplishment: There is no better feeling in the world than when someone admires what you’ve made, and this is a wonderful gift to give a child. You benefit too: Crafts give you a whole other arena in which to have fun with your family.

And fun is the operative word here; perfection is not. Sometimes a project doesn’t look exactly like the picture in a book, but so what! A simple rule to follow: If your kids think it’s great, it is. Help them to see that. Comment on what makes their project unique, and encourage them to add their own special touches. In many cases, you and your children should follow our instructions closely to avoid a big mess, but you can still show them ways to personalize their work. Color is a good place to start. A project may call for a red star, but who says it can’t be blue? Support your little artists in making these decisions so they enjoy the creative process.

You can learn a lot about your kids along the way. Ask questions and encourage them to interpret the work. Maybe they’d like to explain why they used a certain color or to describe their design on a mosaic. The best thing to do is to get them to talk, and then pay attention to their responses.

Of course, it’s important to be prepared for a project before you get the kids involved—and we’ve put together a resource guide so you can find what you need (Best Places for Craft Supplies, page 204). But feel free to improvise with what you already have around your house: If you don’t have polka-dot stickers, for example, use what’s on hand or make your own (see page 198 for our recipe for Sticker Glue!). Be spontaneous!

The final step is showing off what’s been created—and kids love the feedback. Set up a special area in your house where work is displayed, and when friends and other family members come over, take them into “the gallery” and show it off. Above all, let your children know how much you appreciate their talent. Get in the habit of putting up new work often to get kids excited about future projects. Also, date the back of the project and jot down a few words about it. (Twenty years from now, you’ll be happy you took the time!)
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Creating Your Own Craft Corner


A spare bedroom or extra space in a garage or laundry room is ideal, but you can create an area for crafts with just a kitchen table along with a few empty drawers or shelves for storing supplies.

The first thing to consider is where to set up your craft area. Find a spot that is easy to get to, has adequate workspace, and is situated in a well-ventilated room, because you’ll be working with paint and glue. One basic rule: If it smells, it’s probably not good for you, so open a window. A small fan helps keep fumes away.

Lighting is important. Make sure you can see properly. The best way to view color is in natural light, but if sunlight is not available, a clear white bulb provides even illumination. Soft lights and pink-hued bulbs will not give you an accurate view of color. If you are working on a project where color matching is important, take it outside or to a window and view the color in sunlight.

Make sure your surface is uncluttered. It can be a table, a desk, or a shelf in a closet. Keep a stack of newspapers nearby to cover your workspace and make it easy to clean up afterwards. Remember that most projects take time to dry and may need to sit—so the area you choose should not have a lot of traffic. Translation: Avoid using the dining room table if that’s where your family eats their meals.

Finally, be near a source of water and an adequate power supply. No craft room should be without a good extension cord or power strip. Buy a quality one from the hardware store, and be careful not to overload it. Setting up your craft area near a sink for easy cleanup is great, but not always possible. Keep a jug of water and a household bucket nearby.

This is an actual photo of
my craft table. Believe it or not,
for me, this is organized!
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What You Need


The following is a list of supplies to keep on hand. This is just a guide. Each project in this book is complete with a list of materials needed. It would be best to have all the materials on the list before you begin the project, so check your craft closet first. And if you are unable to find what you need at your local craft store, refer to our resource guide (Best Places for Craft Supplies, page 204).

BASIC TOOLS

awl, a pointed tool

hammer

hole punch

hot-glue gun

iron and ironing board

measuring tape

ruler

scissors

staple gun

stapler

wire cutters

X-Acto knife

GROWN-UPS: There is nothing worse than trying to cut fabric with scissors that “bend” the material instead of making a precise, clean cut. Cutting cardboard, pipe cleaners, and even paper can make scissors dull. It is best to keep a pair of scissors marked paper scissors in your craft supplies. To sharpen a pair of scissors: Cut a piece of sandpaper into strips, using long, even cuts.

CRAFT SUPPLIES

acrylic craft paints

assorted paintbrushes

balloons

craft wire

crayons

glue (fabric, glue sticks, paper, tacky, white craft, and wood)

glitter

Mod Podge (gloss and matte)

pencils, pens, and markers

pipe cleaners (chenille stems)

sandpaper

spray adhesive

spray paint

tape (cellophane, duct, electrical, and masking)

tempera paint

tissue paper

wire

wooden Popsicle sticks

HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES

aluminum foil

buckets

clothespins

dishtowels and rags

gallon jug, with water

paper towels

plastic cups and plates

plastic freezer bags

sponges (compressed, kitchen, and sea)

string

toothpicks

PAPER SUPPLIES

construction paper

graph paper

kraft paper

patterned paper

tracing paper

waxed paper

SEWING SUPPLIES

dressmaker’s chalk

iron-on adhesive

pins (safety, straight, and t-pins)

sewing needles

THINGS TO COLLECT, SAVE, AND RECYCLE

beads and gems

buttons (all sizes and colors)

cans and small bottles

leaves

magazines

newspaper

nonreturnable bottles

paper towel rolls

ribbons

scrap fabric

seashells

stamps

stickers

wrapping paper
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Be Prepared


SAFETY FIRST

Crafting is fun, but it can be dangerous too. Many household items can be harmful if mixed together or used improperly. The craft projects in our book should be supervised by a grown-up. Take the time to read the labels on all the items you are using—before you use them. Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions closely: Using the directions will not only keep you and your family safe, but it will also set a good example for your children.

DOUBLE-CHECK YOUR MEASUREMENTS

Always measure twice before you pick up those scissors. You will not be able to undo a cut if you make a mistake.

KNOW YOUR GLUES

Most craft projects use regular white craft glue, which is washable, dries quickly, and glues paper, wood, cloth, and more. But you should also be aware of the wide variety of glues created for different mediums. Fabric glue is formulated to use on cloth and is permanent, so it will not wash out. Paper glue will not shrink or saturate, which is what causes ripples in paper. Mod Podge is a multipurpose glue that dries clear, so you can use it to seal or add a smooth finish to a project. Tacky glue is extra thick and dries clear, so it works well on projects involving wood, metal, glass, ceramics, and most plastics. Adhesive sprays and hot-glue guns require adult supervision, so it’s important to read the instructions and manufacturer’s suggestions about ventilation and uses.
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