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Introduction


Finding a great job without a college degree is hard to do—but it’s possible. In fact, more and more, going to college doesn’t necessarily guarantee you a job. In the past few years, only one in four college graduates find jobs in their field. And, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, eight out of the ten fastest-growing jobs don’t require college degrees.


But that doesn’t mean these jobs are easy to get. You’ll need to be willing to work hard. And you’ll also need something else. The people who build a successful career without college are all passionate about their work. They’re excited about it. They’re committed to getting better and better at what they do. They don’t just want to make money. They want to make money doing something they truly love.


So a good place for you to start is to make a list of the things you find really interesting. What excites you? What do you love doing? Is there any way you could turn that into a job?


Now talk to people who already have jobs in that field. How did they get where they are today? Did they go to college—or did they find success through some other route? Do they know anyone else you can talk to? Talk to as many people as you can to get as many perspectives as possible.


According to the U.S. Department of Labor, two out of every three jobs require on-the-job training rather than a college degree. So your next step might be to find an entry-level position in the field that interests you. Don’t expect to start at the top. Be willing to learn while you work your way up from the bottom.


That’s what almost all the individuals in this series of books did: they started out somewhere that probably seemed pretty distant from their end goal—but it was actually the first step in their journey. Celebrity Simon Cowell began his career working in a mailroom. Jim Skinner, who ended up running McDonald’s Corporation, started out flipping burgers. World-famous cook Rachael Ray worked at a candy counter. All these people found incredible success without a college degree—but they all had a dream of where they wanted to go in life … and they were willing to work hard to make their dream real.


Ask yourself: Do I have a dream? Am I willing to work hard to make it come true? The answers to those questions are important!
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chapter 1


Learning to Seize an Opportunity




Words to Know


innovative: Something that is innovative is based on new ideas that have never been done before.


mortgage: A mortgage is a loan banks give to people so they can buy a home.








It’s 1992, and Michael Dell has just made history. He is the youngest CEO of any company to be named a member of the Fortune 500, a list released annually of the richest companies in the United States. He has outdone most businessmen before he reached the age of thirty—and he didn’t even earn a college degree! Many people will not achieve in their entire lifetime what he has already achieved.


His success was built on his innovative approach to business. Instead of a customer needing to go through a reseller for their computer needs, why not just buy directly from the manufacturer? It’s more affordable for the customer, and more convenient for the company making the computers. Dell was one of the first corporations to offer this option. By “cutting out the middle man,” Dell can promise all its customers that they will receive a quality computer at an affordable price. No other company could compete with this, since normally, a portion of the profits on any sale has to go to the store where the computer is bought.


Dell Computer Corporation was barely even a decade old when it became one of the top-500 richest companies in the United States. It came in at a humble place of 490, but it made it! Since that point, Michael Dell has only been improving his company. He’s almost twenty years older and wiser than he was then, and the computer world has changed a lot since it began. Dell has been doing its best to keep up. In 2010, it was the thirty-eighth richest company in the United States, only a few spots below where it was when it reached its peak a few years earlier. Unfortunately, most of Dell’s success has been at a stand still as other businesses have discovered ways to compete with Dell’s low prices through other methods.
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