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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT


THE SYZYGY ORACLE


The Syzygy Oracle is a fresh, imaginative resource for spiritual practice. Connecting the Kabbalah with the Tarot brings out hidden richness in each. The images and suggestions for practice point us in new directions for meditation and personal ritual. This is what we should be doing with the traditions: keeping them alive, imagining them forward, making them our own. There’s a genius in this work of Heather Mendel.


Thomas Moore, author of Care of The Soul, and A Religion of One’s Own


With images that are both striking and subtly complex, Heather Mendel brings together Tarot with the Otiot (the Hebrew letters) and the pathways on the Tree of Life. There is a long tradition of such links, but usually from the standpoint of “Western,” or occult, Kabbalah. Heather Mendel has wisely gone to the source, the deep and rich Jewish teachings going back hundreds of years. In our time many have understood Jewish Kabbalah to point the way to restoring the feminine aspect of God (in Hebrew, Yihud, or “union”). The Syzygy Oracle illuminates these Sacred Feminine pathways along the Tree.


Rachel Pollack, author of Tarot Wisdom


Plato, Euclid and Jung’s teachings are reflected in Heather Mendel’s work. The Syzygy Oracle is a practical guide for daily archetypical meditation and creating new consciousness in our time.


Ernest Lawrence Rossi & Kathryn Lane Rossi, authors of Creating New Consciousness in Everyday Life: The Psycho-Social Genomics of Self Creation


The deepest wisdom lies within, and it is the work of religious, mythic, and spiritual symbols to mirror that inner wisdom and bring it to consciousness. Heather Mendel’s masterful investigation into both Kabbalah and Tarot, and her graphically magical rendition of these cards, provide a powerful mirror with which to excavate the interior treasure house and thereby allow the wisdom contained within to transform the lives we live.


Rabbi Rami Shapiro, author of Amazing Chesed: Living a Grace-filled Judaism.


What a wonderful concept. Heather’s exquisite intuitively-drawn cards and beautifully layered interpretations are deep and wise, rich, and intriguing.


Eve Baumol Neuhaus, author of The Crazy Wisdom of Ganesh Baba


Heather Mendel has given herself a noble task that few are willing to embark upon, let alone complete. Staying true to her kabbalistic roots and commitment to a modern feminist vision of where the feminine and masculine engage in a mutual dance of creation, she takes the wisdom of Kabbalah and the practicality of the Tarot, both rooted in the our innate primordial intuition, and creates a tool that will give each person who uses it greater clarity and empowerment in moving forward in their lives. The Syzygy Oracle is a both new and ancient, taking what is effective and making it accessible today. Quite a gift to all.


Robert Sachs, author of Becoming Buddha: Awakening the Wisdom and Compassion to Change Your World


In The Syzygy Oracle, Heather Mendel, creatively and with insight, brings together the worlds of Kabbalah and mainstream Jewish thought. The cards she beautifully crafted interpret the Tarot in the context of Jewish mysticism, each incorporating one of the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. To this she adds an additional ten cards reflecting the realms of mystical consciousness as perceived by Kabbalists over the centuries. One can only stand in awe of this work which will allow the reader to touch the soul of Judaism in a deep and profound way. For those already familiar with the standard Tarot, The Syzygy Oracle will add a new and exciting dimension that will guide and nourish the soul.


Rabbi Jerry Steinberg, author of Rogue Rabbi – From Seminary to Ashram and Beyond
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This book is dedicated to the evolving consciousness
of our time
and to all those who are lighting the way;
particularly honoring the contribution of the esteemed midwife
of planetary awareness
Barbara Marx Hubbard
pioneer, mentor and friend
whose finely articulated passion is an inspiration for
generations of women.




With exquisite artistry and spiritual depth Heather Mendel offers a new classic in spiritual literature and artistic expression. ‘The Syzygy Oracle’ combines ancient wisdom, a modern feminine spirituality and a deep Jewish soulfulness that allows access to the mystery of this revelation in our daily lives. It is truly an original work of spiritual art.


Barbara Marx Hubbard
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Introduction


Why?
Why me? Why this? Why now?


In the midst of a world continually in transition and transformation, we seek constancy. We may wish for improvement yet we don’t want change! When circumstances ruffle our complacency, questions such as those posed above are often the impetus we need to delve beneath the superficial happenstances in our lives. As we search for the elusive, unknown dimension of our experience that mysteriously intertwines with what we believe to be ‘real’ we open to the evolving and expanding possibilities that break through the boundaries limiting our understanding of ‘reality.’ We may be ready to welcome the wisdom of the intuitive.


When we cannot see the pathway ahead, it is a good time to remember that everything begins in the dark. Seeds germinate deep in the unlit, fecund earth; in the unseen mystery of the womb, the possibility and potential of our lives and consciousness flower, unfolding and evolving into the magic fullness of who we are. The illustrated spiritual journey depicted in the The Syzygy Oracle offers a pathway and practice for the contemporary seeker who is willing to acknowledge and honor the darkness as the primal and necessary backdrop to light and life. Awakened, we honor the knowledge that life is deeper, richer, stranger and far more complex than appears on the surface. Nothing is as it seems.


We all know there is more to life than merely what we experience through the five physical senses, miraculous as they are. Has anyone tasted a thought or heard a feeling? Yet no one denies the existence and influence of either, which intangibly and imperceptibly shape the way we understand reality. By welcoming into our lives those complementary levels of awareness, we fill our experience with delight and humor by noticing the serendipitous coincidences and connections that link our lives as part of an interconnected and mysterious whole.


The title for The Syzygy Oracle sparked from the darkness of my own unconscious processing as I was creating the thirty-two cards for this deck. ‘Syzygy’ was a word with which I was familiar as a calligrapher. I love the intrinsic visual rhythm of this word without vowels. In saying it aloud—si-zi-jee—its sibilance is soothing. It was a word I loved before knowing its meaning. When this word appeared during an early morning meditation, I looked it up, discovering it refers to the inter-relationship of the sun, the moon and the earth at certain times in the cosmic cyclical dance. Jung used the term to describe the union of opposites. I laughed as I marveled at the serendipity of this intuitive gift. What a perfect title for a journey from the dark and mysterious unknown into the light of consciousness, an odyssey that takes us from “ego to essence”—a phrase borrowed with deep respect from my mentor and friend, Barbara Marx Hubbard.


Jewish wisdom literature teaches that leaving a dream (or a synchronicity or coincidence for that matter) unexamined, is like receiving a letter from Divinity that we leave unopened. Coincidence, it is said, is God’s way of remaining anonymous. It was the number twenty-two that caught my attention. Some forty years ago when first seeing the Tarot, discovering that there were twenty-two cards in the Major Arcana—not twenty or twenty-one or twenty-five (all familiar numbers in the way we group and sequence)—my immediate personal association was with the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet and twenty-two pathways on the Tree of Life. Coincidence?


The decision to weave together, in celebration of the Sacred Feminine, the seemingly disparate wisdom traditions of Tarot, the Tree of Life (Eitz Chaim) and the mythic hero’s journey began years later. Other writers on the subject of the Tarot proffer the Tree as a layout design for the cards; for me, Tarot is a tool for intuiting the Tree of Life, and the Tree of Life becomes a way to understand Tarot. The Eitz Chaim is an expansive kabbalistic symbol with which I have worked for many years. To make its mysteries more accessible, both for myself and for those who attend my classes, I interpret this ancient teaching from a twenty-first century, evolutionary feminist perspective. I am hoping that readers of this book will be encouraged to engage in a deeper personal study of kabbalah and its rich, ever-expanding symbols.


Contemporary Kabbalah, The Tree of Life and The Four Worlds


Kabbalah is a growing repository of Jewish mystical teaching and practice. It is an integral part of my heritage and the particular perspective of Judaism that touches my heart. Breathing new life into its most ancient of teachings, I believe, is what followers of all organic spiritual traditions are invited to do with their own sacred texts. Kabbalah’s two fundamental teachings used in The Syzygy Oracle are the Tree of Life and the Four Worlds.


1. The Tree of Life is a sacred tool for understanding the connection, inter-relationship and interdependence of all life and all consciousness. Its ten sefirot (energy centers) are usually the focus of study. Here, the twenty-two pathways that join them draw our attention. These pathways link the sefirot in three vertical columns, and on seven horizontal levels. The Tree of Life is an interdependent and organic whole.


A Buddhist teaching states that a finger pointing at the moon is not the moon. Bearing this in mind, I have taken the liberty of offering different English words to name some of the sefirot. Words are symbols and whatever names we use to access the inner wisdom of the sefirot does not in any way change their essence.
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The Tree of Life










	1. Keter (Crown)

	Spark





	2. Chochmah (Wisdom)

	Wisdom





	3. Binah (Understanding)

	Understanding





	4. Chesed (Kindness)

	Compassion





	5. Gevurah (Severity/Judgment)

	Strength





	6. Tiferet (Beauty)

	Harmony





	7. Netzach (Victory/Eternity)

	Innovation





	8. Hod (Splendor/Glory)

	Tradition





	9. Yesod (Foundation)

	Imagery





	10. Malchut (Kingship)

	Physicality








The journey from spirit into physicality is the donning of different vibrational layers to make physical incarnation possible. In Diagram 1, Spark (1) can be seen as the portal to Intuition. Traveling down the middle path, individualized Soul centers at Harmony (6), the heart of The Tree. Here, the part of ourselves that is eternal takes on temporary garments of personality at the level of Imagery (9) and self (with a small ‘s’) at Physicality (10) to experience, for a limited time, life as a human being on a spiritual odyssey. It is in Physicality that we find ourselves in time and space, the world of Chronos.


On the outer two pathways, we see the Pillar of Expression/ Expansion/Force on the right that includes Wisdom (2), Compassion (4) and Innovation (7). On the left is the Pillar of Reception/Containment/Form that includes Understanding (3), Strength (5) and Tradition (8).


As we look across the Tree, we see that the dimensions of Thought, Feeling and Action run horizontally between the columns. This diagram demonstrates how choice is only possible when we have alternatives, represented here by the opposing columns. As an organic system, the sefirot on the active Pillar of Expansion constantly radiate energy outwards; at the same time the sefirot on the opposite Pillar of Reception contain the energy, keeping the system organic and functional. The goal of the human journey is to return back to the Source on the central pathway by choosing to balance the opposites. In so doing we awaken in consciousness and bring the self and personality to serve the Soul as we progress back up The Tree.


2. The Four Worlds describe four dimensions traditionally named Atzilut (Emanation), Beriah (Creation), Yetzirah (Formation) and Assiyah (Action) which I translate as Intuition/Intention, Thought, Feeling and Action.


The Mysterious Tarot


The Syzygy Oracle is a personal interpretation of the Major Arcana. The Marseilles Tarot, the earliest known version of the illustrated cards, survived for hundreds of years without a verbal script. While the origins of the Tarot are mystifying, the earliest known cards seem to have emerged in medieval Europe; its teachings, however, timeless and timely, are believed to predate this period. Gypsies are probably the people most readily associated with Tarot; it is suggested by some, that the forebears of the Romani people carried and dispersed the wisdom of the ancient Egyptian mysteries schools through the prognosticative use of these cards. Before researching this project, I had not even noticed any association between the words ‘gypsy’ and ‘Egypt.’ Wherever these cards originate, their mythic themes are universal.


Contemporary media commonly use the cards of the Major Arcana as a recognizable symbol of the mystical, triggering different emotional responses that range from fascination to fear. Trepidation, in its diverse guises, has kept many from working with these intriguing illustrations. Some, who assume there is only a literal reading of the cards, dread the possibility of drawing a card entitled ‘Death’—especially one illustrated with an armor-clad skeleton, mounted on a horse, trampling bodies beneath its feet. This illustration in the Rider-Waite deck may have been an appropriate symbol of medieval turmoil that now begs reconsideration. For many raised in the Christian tradition, the cards may be considered ‘the work of the devil’ while for many Jews, the Rider-Waite cards (the most familiar deck from the early nineteenth century) seem unwelcoming with their strange imagery of ‘The Devil’, ‘The Hierophant’, and ‘The Hanging Man’—all unfamiliar to Jewish sensibilities.


Just as the origins of the cards, and the Major Arcana in particular, seem obscure, so the teachings of kabbalah and women’s intuitive wisdom have been hidden for centuries. Rabbi Gershon Winkler suggests that to survive the brutal and destructive power of the prevalent medieval church consciousness of earlier centuries, any association, interest or affiliation with an intuitive wisdom tradition needed to be unequivocally forbidden. So horrendous were the consequences of even the slightest suspicion of any such association just a few hundred years ago, that even today, a deep-seated fear of the mystical causes many to approach such ideas with great trepidation. With the dawning of a new era, as human consciousness spirals into ever-broadening dimensions and possibilities, mystical teachings are re-emerging and tentatively finding ready audiences who wish to rediscover and remember, as they free themselves of the shackles of past fears.


The Mythic Hero’s Journey


We each yearn to fulfill our own potential and actualize the purpose for which we are here—to be who we are. Joseph Campbell traced a common thread in the stories, legends and myths that exist in cultures across the world, all based on a similar theme, which we refer to as the hero’s journey. It consists of three stages—departure, initiation and return and can be analyzed in all the good stories we enjoy in books and movies. The hero, uncomfortable in normal everyday circumstances hears the call to adventure—yet, at first the call may not be answered. Eventually the hero responds and receiving help from mentors and guides, sets out, leaving home. After a series of adventures, and being tested by threshold guardians along the way, all that is familiar and secure has disappeared. Transition and transformation begin. After overcoming many obstacles, the hero returns, forever changed and bearing a spiritual gift to be shared with the world.


In The Syzygy Oracle, the hero’s journey is described in the progression of first twenty-two of the thirty-two cards included in this deck. The ten additional cards have been added to represent the teachings of the ten sefirot on the Tree of Life. In the twenty-two cards that correspond with the Major Arcana, the themes of departure, initiation and return are evident as the cards loosely divide into three sets of seven, plus a card of completion. The goal and final gift being sought and won is an awakened consciousness. This is the odyssey we each undertake as spiritual beings on a human adventure, responding to life’s call to become all that we can be. We fulfill our purpose by living our own myth. We meet archetypal mentors and guides who gift us with insight and wisdom; as the journey proceeds we are given opportunities to test our progress. The following diagram is the map for this journey.
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Traveling down the right side of the Tree, basking in the light of the sun where all is visible and distinctions are clear, we develop ego characteristics that permit us to interact effectively in the world of space and time, of past and future. The return journey is depicted on the left side of the Tree where we find opportunities for growth and enlightenment. Its territory is deeply embedded in the dream-like world of imagination and intuition, kindled by the luminescence of the moon. Here, we sample and test what we have learned. Boundaries and borders blur and blend, and anything seems possible.


Running between the two outer pillars, three specific pathways draw our attention. Lowest on The Tree, (14) is the bridge between Tradition and Innovation. It is the bridge of Community. Between Strength and Compassion (18) is the bridge of Compassion. Finally, (21) running between Understanding and Wisdom is the bridge of Consciousness. In The Syzygy Oracle these three bridges are associated with cards, Releasing (14), Contemplating (18) and Realizing (21).


With the dawning of the new age of Aquarius, an energy that will influence all that we are and all that we do for the next twenty-two hundred years, the transformation of human consciousness is well underway. We see this happening as institutions of the past are crumbling and we release ourselves from the strictures of history. It is interesting to note that the most challenging of circumstances on the hero’s journey depicted in The Syzygy Oracle are loosely grouped around the eighth sefirah, Tradition. We all pass through this realm on the return journey, with experiences that challenge us, thus bringing the greatest changes and the greatest rewards.


The hero’s journey applies not only to the course of our lives from physical birth to death and rebirth into spirit. During our lifetime, we find ourselves simultaneously enmeshed in multiple cycles that begin and end as an expression of who we are. In an ever-changing fusion of roles, we participate in family and community, enjoying personal relationships, work lives, and pastimes. With a sense of responsibility to the world, we acknowledge and celebrate that we each incarnate with specific gifts and talents. We have the potential to make the world better because of who we are and all we can become, accessing and activating our own authentic power as we bring the self into service of the Soul.


Use of The Syzygy Oracle


This invitation to enhance your personal intuitive narrative results from my passionate interest in women’s spirituality, kabbalah, conscious evolution, and the powerful imagery of sacred geometry. Selected strands from these wisdom traditions weave a magic carpet on which the imagination can take flight. The Syzygy Oracle encourages the reader to develop a personal practice of gaining insight and wisdom from the cards, superseding or supplementing the need for an occasional consultation with an outside Tarot counselor.


If you do not already own a deck of The Syzygy Oracle cards, readily available from my websites at www.heathermendel.com or www.sacredfemininekabbalah.com, you can still use the book as a guide to your own spiritual practice. There are several ways to do this:




1 As an owner of the book, please visit the website, fill out the form and download, at no charge, a set of black and white illustrations of the deck that you can paste on to index cards and use exactly as described below. These are the same illustrations that accompany each chapter in the book.


2 Alternatively, take a blank set of cards and number them from 1-32, one card for each card in the deck. Either leave the backs of the cards blank, or decorate them in a way that is meaningful to you. From your deck, you will be able to draw a numbered card that will take you to the appropriate chapter and illustration in the book.


3 For the creative reader, after going through each chapter, take a deck of plain cards and number them as above. Decorate the front of each card with a collage or series of words that apply to each teaching, leaving the backs blank, or designed in an identical fashion as you see on any deck of cards, and use your personal deck to accompany the readings in this book.


4 If you are already using a traditional deck such as the Marseilles or the Rider-Waite deck, draw from your own cards and compare it to the illustration in the book. Read the chapter. As thematic elements from the earlier decks are retained in my contemporary interpretations designed specifically for women on the spiritual path, the readings in this book will hopefully add an additional layer of contemplation to your present working knowledge of Tarot.


5 In each chapter heading, the name and number of the traditional card is mentioned. As this deck starts with 1 instead of 0, the card numbers, as well as their names will be different to those in the traditional decks, but the running order of the cards is the same (my cards 9 and 12 follow the Marseilles deck rather than the Rider-Waite.) You will soon see where the inspiration for each of the cards in The Syzygy Oracle originated. Just as I believe our Torah, Talmud and kabbalah welcome our contemporary and ongoing conversation with the ancient texts, in order to make such wisdom timely and well as timeless, in the same spirit, I respectfully offer this personal interpretation of Tarot.





By drawing a single card for the day, the week or month, familiarize yourself with its teachings. Through the uniquely personal responses you may have to questions that are posed, new levels of possibility, synchronicity, meaning and interconnection are added to the experience and mystery of each day. The specific journaling meditation exercise opens an opportunity to become more comfortable with your own intuitive knowing. Familiar with the deck, you will know which particular card’s guidance may be most helpful to you as you face your personal challenges and opportunities for growth.


We each create our own reality through the lens of our belief patterns. Present Western knowledge suggests we live in a three-dimensional reality. Jewish mystical wisdom teaches that our souls express in five—the three most accessible referred to as nefesh, ruach and neshama. Other profound spiritual teaching suggests our consciousness has the potential to function in ten dimensions.


In each card of The Syzygy Oracle, nefesh is accessed through the assigned letter of the alphabet, ruach through its number and neshama via its stories. Additionally each card offers a theme and a mantra for meditation. A mantra is an intention. Whether we are aware of it or not, intention is the basis of every thought, feeling and action that we take and every choice that we make, resulting in what we experience as our reality.


By associating each illustration with one of the twenty-two letters/numbers of the Hebrew alphabet, as well as a particular pathway on the Eitz Chaim and, with the additional ten cards representing the sefirot, I offer an original thirty-two card oracular deck for enthusiasts, irrespective of their personal knowledge of, or connection to Judaism, to the traditional Tarot or to the mythic hero’s journey. It is a celebration of the Sacred Feminine that reinvests enchantment into evolving consciousness.


When first working with this set, I suggest you spend time just with the cards, or the illustrations at the start of each chapter, discovering what the images reveal to you at the Soul level, beyond the limits of language.


Then, when ready, look at the readings and try as many of the practices as feel appropriate. Consider the suggestions, try the meditation, journal any associated thoughts, feelings and dreams that you have. Make note of any coincidence or synchronicity you experience. In so familiarizing yourself with each stage along the way, you strengthen your ability to cope with the challenges, or soar with the celebrations, that come your way in the future. You will know which card is most appropriate for contemplation when feeling vulnerable or joyous because of circumstances and situations similar to those described in this oracle.


Study of the cards will reveal many wondrous hidden interconnections. The theme of new beginnings appears in cards 1, 7 and 14. The importance of examining our own belief system is accentuated in cards 1 and 19. Reminders to honor patience and timing are stressed in cards 3, 7 and 14. As you become more familiar with the cards you will find your own associations and connections between them.


Working at your own pace, in the sanctuary of your own Soul, you will be able to honestly answer the questions provided. You do not have to worry about what anyone else may think. Remember that even in the darkest of times, there is hope. Nothing is as it appears on the surface. Everything is constantly in flux. In some mysterious way, as we look within, serendipitous coincidences miraculously appear, connecting an outer event with an inner sense of knowing.


Creating The Syzygy Oracle


In so many ways, The Syzygy Oracle as a multi-sensory tool of spiritual growth, differs from other oracular decks presently available. As an artist, author and an ongoing student of the spiritual, creating these cards and accompanying text has been an amazing experience of discovering magical symbols in the depths of the collective unconscious, and translating them in both word and image. Acknowledging the primary polarity in human experience as the interplay of darkness and light, each original illustration starts with a black background onto which elements of light and color are layered.


The Twenty-two Cards Based on the Tarot’s Major Arcana


Each of these twenty-two cards include an element of a grid design composed of the associated Hebrew letter. These patterned grids are available on my websites at www.heathermendel.com and www.sacredfemininekabbalah.com for the meditative process of coloring. They were fun to make, using the outline of my own calligraphic letters to create the repeating decorative flow. They are incorporated into each illustration in different ways. Look for them in each card—sometimes the fabric of a garment, at other times, an element of the landscape.


An additional visual element in the design is the inclusion of symbols of sacred geometry that may speak to the Soul in ways we do not understand. Sacred geometry is the term applied to the symmetry of the underlying pattern and structure of life. It applies to the design observed in the pattern of a snowflake, the underlying mathematical perfection of the spiral of the nautilus or the arrangement of planets in a galaxy. In the last half century, public attention has been drawn to the intricacy and beauty of the crop circles, which exhibit a patterning and inspiration that touches the Soul of the artist within each of us.


I believe that these sacred geometric symbols communicate with us in a manner that extends beyond the limits of language. Some readers may appreciate the structure of these designs merely as an expression of artistic and mathematical perfection; others will view them as portals to deeper mystery. Either way, they are an intricate element of most cards in this deck.


There are five other major ways in which these cards differ from other oracular decks based on Tarot:




1. the naming and numbering of each card


2. the association with a specific pathway on the Tree of Life


3. the assignation of an archetypal mentor and circumstance


4. the triple level of Soul reading—nefesh, ruach and neshama


5. the association with a specific essential oil





Naming and Numbering the Cards


Each card is re-named from a noun to a verb, reminding us that life is constantly in process. For example, in the Rider-Waite deck, the first card is named ‘The Fool’ and numbered ‘0’. Listed below is a chart of The Syzygy Oracle cards as compared to the Rider-Waite deck:










	Card

	Theme

	Rider-Waite

	Hebrew Letter





	1. Initiating

	I trust

	The Fool

	Alef





	2. Focusing

	I believe

	The Magician

	Bet





	3. Allowing

	I await

	The High Priestess

	Gimel





	4. Nurturing

	I love

	The Empress

	Daled





	5. Structuring

	I organize

	The Emperor

	Hey





	6. Attending

	I listen

	The Hierophant

	Vav





	7. Acknowledging

	I respond

	The Lovers

	Zayin





	8. Balancing

	I embody

	The Chariot

	Chet





	9. Discerning

	I distinguish

	Strength

	Tet





	10. Questing

	I seek

	The Hermit

	Yud





	11. Revolving

	I return

	The Wheel

	Kaf





	12. Harnessing

	I control

	Justice

	Lamed





	13. Inverting

	I surrender

	The Hanging Man

	Mem





	14. Releasing

	I yield

	Death

	Nun





	15. Transmuting

	I transform

	Temperance

	Samech





	16. Constricting

	I review

	The Devil

	Ayin





	17. Revealing

	I discover

	The Tower

	Pey





	18. Contemplating

	I meditate

	The Star

	Tzaddi





	19. Reflecting

	I imagine

	The Moon

	Kuf





	20. Illuminating

	I resonate

	The Sun

	Resh





	21. Realizing

	I accomplish

	Judgment

	Shin





	22. Becoming

	I dance

	The World

	Tav








2. Pathway on The Tree of Life


As you will have seen in Diagram 2 in the section on the mythic hero’s journey, each card is associated with a specific pathway on the Tree of Life. The decision to assign specific letters and pathways to particular cards is my own. It differs from the way other respected teachers of Tarot and the Tree of Life approach an intertwining of the traditions. The journey to consciousness that I described is circular, ending where it begins, leading us to start another cycle in our multidimensional lives and experience. Each pathway will be affected by the sefirot on each end.










	Card

	Hebrew letter

	Pathway on The Tree of Life





	1. Initiating

	Alef

	Spark to Wisdom





	2. Focusing

	Bet

	Spark to Harmony





	3. Allowing

	Gimel

	Wisdom to Harmony





	4. Nurturing

	Daled

	Wisdom to Compassion





	5. Structuring

	Hey

	Compassion to Harmony





	6. Attending

	Vav

	Compassion to Innovation





	7. Acknowledging

	Zayin

	Harmony to Innovation





	8. Balancing

	Chet

	Harmony to Imagery





	9. Discerning

	Tet

	Innovation to Imagery





	10. Questing

	Yud

	Innovation to Physicality





	11. Revolving

	Kaf

	Imagery to Physicality





	12. Harnessing

	Lamed

	Physicality to Tradition





	13. Inverting

	Mem

	Imagery to Tradition





	14. Releasing

	Nun

	Tradition to Innovation





	15. Transmuting

	Samech

	Tradition to Harmony





	16. Constricting

	Ayin

	Tradition to Strength





	17. Revealing

	Pey

	Harmony to Strength





	18. Contemplating

	Tzaddi

	Strength to Compassion





	19. Reflecting

	Kuf

	Harmony to Understanding





	20. Illuminating

	Resh

	Strength to Understanding





	21. Realizing









OEBPS/OEBPS/images/002.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tp.jpg
The Syzygy

Oracle:
Transformational Tarot
and The Tree of Life

Ego, essence and the evolution

of consciousness

Heather Mendel

oodotiA
BOOKS,

£, UK
Washington, USA






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/001.jpg
Filbrof fecepton Pilarof Beesson

( radition







OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
The Syzygy Oracle

Transformational Tarot
and The Tree of Life

Ego, essence and the evolution
of consciousness

Foreword by Barbara Marx Hubbard

HEATHER MENDEL








OEBPS/OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





