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Introduction


Finding a great job without a college degree is hard to do—but it’s possible. In fact, more and more, going to college doesn’t necessarily guarantee you a job. In the past few years, only one in four college graduates find jobs in their field. And, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, eight out of the ten fastest-growing jobs don’t require college degrees.


But that doesn’t mean these jobs are easy to get. You’ll need to be willing to work hard. And you’ll also need something else. The people who build a successful career without college are all passionate about their work. They’re excited about it. They’re committed to getting better and better at what they do. They don’t just want to make money. They want to make money doing something they truly love.


So a good place for you to start is to make a list of the things you find really interesting. What excites you? What do you love doing? Is there any way you could turn that into a job?


Now talk to people who already have jobs in that field. How did they get where they are today? Did they go to college—or did they find success through some other route? Do they know anyone else you can talk to? Talk to as many people as you can to get as many perspectives as possible.


According to the U.S. Department of Labor, two out of every three jobs require on-the-job training rather than a college degree. So your next step might be to find an entry-level position in the field that interests you. Don’t expect to start at the top. Be willing to learn while you work your way up from the bottom.


That’s what almost all the individuals in this series of books did: they started out somewhere that probably seemed pretty distant from their end goal—but it was actually the first step in their journey. Celebrity Simon Cowell began his career working in a mailroom. Jim Skinner, who ended up running McDonald’s Corporation, started out flipping burgers. World-famous cook Rachael Ray worked at a candy counter. All these people found incredible success without a college degree—but they all had a dream of where they wanted to go in life … and they were willing to work hard to make their dream real.


Ask yourself: Do I have a dream? Am I willing to work hard to make it come true? The answers to those questions are important!
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CHAPTER 1


A HIP-HOP LIFE




WORDS TO KNOW


influential: Influential means having the power to shape opinions and courses of action.


record label: A record label is a company that sells music.


sociology: Sociology is the study of people and culture.


promotion: Promotion means getting the word out about a certain band, artist, or group.


DJ: A DJ plays songs for a crowd. In early hip-hop, the DJ might also rap over the music he was playing.


entrepreneurs: Entrepreneurs are people who start new businesses or taking a leading role in business.








In 2007, USA Today named Russell Simmons one of the top twenty-five most influential people of the last twenty-five years. Russell shared the list with figures like Bill and Hillary Clinton, Michael Jordan, Nelson Mandela, George W. Bush, Lance Armstrong, Oprah Winfrey, and even Homer Simpson, among many other important people.


Russell had made the list for helping to bring hip-hop to the world. His businesses had been making hip-hop popular since the early 1980s. Russell had helped take hip-hop from New York City clubs to radio, television, movies, fashion, and the Internet.


Russell Simmons has been on the front line of bringing hip-hop to the world since it first came up in the 1970s. He helped make Def Jam Records into one of the most successful hip-hop record labels in the world. Russell also started Phat Farm, a clothing company that took hip-hop’s unique style all over the globe. He’s had a hand in making music, books, television shows, and films. Russell has had success in almost everything he’s done. It’s hard to find many other people who have done as many things as Russell Simmons, and even harder to find many others who have done any of them quite as well.
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