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James Cook was an English explorer who lived more than 200 years ago. He was the greatest sailor of his time and one of the most famous sea captains in history. He sailed the Pacific Ocean three times, discovering and charting its islands, and more or less completing the map of the world. Cook was also the first European to visit Hawaii and the first European to sail along the eastern coast of Australia.


Everyone calls him Captain Cook.


Captain Cook was born near the English port of Whitby in 1728. His family was not well-off, and so when he finished school he began work in a grocer’s. Then at 18, he boarded a merchant ship and went to sea to learn to be a sailor.
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